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He has released numerous group and solo
albums throughout the years, and his band
was recognized in 1997 as Emerging Artist of
the Year by the International Bluegrass Music
Association (IBMA), Recorded Event of the
Year by the IBMA for its self-titted 1997 debut,
and was also nominated for IBMA’s 1999
Song of the Year for “Bed by the Window.”

On “Three Chords and the Truth,” released
in late September, Mr. King interprets classic
country western songs like George Jones’ “He
Stopped Loving Her Today” into the bluegrass
format so characteristic of Mr. King. | com-
mend Mr. James King for his hard work on
this fine album and congratulate him for the
recognition it has received. “Three Chords and
the Truth” may not have been awarded a
Grammy Award, but it has won the hearts of
many music fans. | am optimistic that the tal-
ented Bluegrass Storyteller and his band will
one day have their day in the sun.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
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Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
vote on rollcall No. 50. If my vote had been

counted, | would have voted “yea” on pas-
sage of H.R. 3964.

HONORING JOHN WOOD, CEO OF
SALLY CORP.

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize John Wood, CEO of Sally Corp.,
who was recently honored for his life work in
the creation of amusement rides by being in-
ducted into the International Association of
Amusement Parks and Attractions Hall of
Fame.

Sally Corp., based in Jacksonville, is a
prime example of the American dream come
true. Started in a garage in 1977, the Sally
Corp. creates dark ride attractions, bringing to
life interactive experiences that go beyond the
imagination. Ron Gustafson, chairman of the
Hall of Fame and Archives Committee, said
that John “revolutionized the attractions indus-
try.” He was able to take the staccato rides of
old and create a story that leaves riders clam-
oring for more.

Thanks to John’s devotion, Sally Corp. has
continued to grow and profit, and their reach
has extended across the globe. Sally Corp. is
currently working on an animated musical at-
traction called the “White Tiger Show” in
China and they have completed projects in
both India and Australia.

It is truly an honor to have John Wood and
Sally Corp. in the 4th Congressional District of
Florida. Small business owners are the back-
bone of our nation and it gives me great
pleasure to commend John for his outstanding
achievements.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and Member’s
of the House of Representatives join me in
this very special congressional salute to John
Wood.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF RODNEY LEE
KENDIG

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life and dedicated serv-
ice of Mr. Rodney Lee “Rod” Kendig. Mr.
Kendig was a committed public servant and a
loving and devoted husband, father, grand-
father, and great-grandfather. All of Northwest
Florida mourns his passing.

Rod Kendig was born in Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania and graduated from Newton High
School in Newton, New Jersey. After finishing
his high school studies, he received a degree
from the College of Wooster and a graduate
degree from the University of Maryland. In
1978, while working for the National Associa-
tion of Counties in Washington, D.C., Mr.
Kendig was hired as Escambia County Admin-
istrator, and he moved with his family to Pen-
sacola, Florida.

After several successful years as Escambia
County Administrator, Mr. Kendig continued
his public service to the Northwest Florida
community as City Manager for the City of
Pensacola. The position of Pensacola City
Manager was a particularly important position
that helped set the agenda for the Pensacola
City Council. During his nine years on the job,
he oversaw a number of important local
projects, including: the construction of a new
airport terminal and control tower at Pensacola
Airport, a large expansion of Pensacola’s city
limits, construction of the Vickery Community
Center, and acquisition of the T.T. Wentworth
Jr. Florida State Museum, amongst many
other accomplishments. Mr. Kendig continued
his success in the private sector, joining the
local firm Baskerville-Donovan, where he was
instrumental in facilitating plans to move the
city’s wastewater treatment plant out of down-
town Pensacola.

Mr. Kendig was also committed to serving
the community away from the job. Along with
his wife Paula, he volunteered with the Chil-
dren’s Home Society, and they served as a
foster family for dozens of local children. The
Kendigs fell in love and adopted one of the
foster babies with special needs. Mr. Kendig
became a community leader and advocate for
children’s health and education issues, serving
on the Arc Gateway Board of Directors, the
State Partnership for School Readiness, and
the Early Learning Coalition of Escambia
County. Mr. Kendig was also an avid reader
and supporter of literacy and local libraries,
and he was elected to serve as Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the West Florida
Public Library System.

Mr. Speaker, Rod Kendig was an excep-
tional public servant, loving family man, and a
great community leader. His impact on North-
west Florida will never be forgotten. My wife
Vicki and | send our prayers and deepest con-
dolences to his wife, Paula; mother, Jane; chil-
dren, Kathy, Andrea, Adam, Christy, Chelsey,
and Jacob; grandchildren; Jennifer, Melissa,
Billy, Nina, Paul and AJ; great grandson,
Grady; sister, Brenda; and the entire Kendig
family.
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HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | was unavoidably detained yester-
day and missed roll Nos. 40 and 41. Had |
been present, | would have voted “aye” on roll
No. 40 and “nay” on roll No. 41.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 41 | was unable to be present for the vote
on H.R. 3590.

Had | been present, | would have voted
no.”

“«

HONORING GEORGE W. KOCH
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in memory of George W. Koch,
who passed away on January 26, 2014, at the
age of 87.

Mr. Koch spent more than 50 years in
Washington, DC. After 6 years as manager of
the Washington, DC office of Sears, Roebuck
& Co., he took over as President and CEO of
the Grocery Manufacturers Association (GMA)
in 1966. During his 24 years with the GMA, he
transformed the organization into a leading in-
dustry advocacy group. Major efforts during
his tenure included the adoption of the Uni-
versal Product Code in 1974 and the develop-
ment of tamper-resistant packaging in 1982.
Mr. Koch became known for his passion, his
work ethic and his strong sense of morality. In
the late 1970s, the Washington Afro-American
honored Mr. Koch for his personal efforts to
combat wage-skimming at the Congressional
Country Club from its minority wait staff.

After his retirement from the GMA, he be-
came a partner at K&L Gates. He served on
the Board of Directors for Borden Chemicals
and Plastics, McCormick & Company, and the
Watchdogs of the Treasury; the Advisory
Council of the International Executive Service
Corps; and the Board of Trustees for the
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation. He also
served as North American Counsel for the
International Center for Companies of the
Food Industry and as Congressional Advisor
to the Transatlantic Policy Network.

In May of 2013, the Grocery Manufacturers
Association chose to honor Mr. Koch with the
first-ever George W. Koch Leadership in Pub-
lic Policy Award, for his decades of service to
the organization. This award is now given out
annually to exemplary individuals.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we honor and thank George W. Koch for
his years of service, his tireless advocacy, and
his exceptional moral character.
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IN HONOR OF SOUTHWESTERN
COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S EL SOL
MAGAZINE

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Southwestern Community College
student journalism publications. Southwestern
College, in Chula Vista, California, is one of
our region’s premier journalism programs
whereby students publish a newspaper and a
magazine for the students and surrounding
community members. With the journalism stu-
dents’ dedication, Southwestern College has
asserted itself as one of the top college news-
papers in the nation with their newspaper, The
Sun. Additionally, these dedicated journalism
students devoted off-time hours to design, cre-
ate and publish a magazine, El Sol. They
were also instrumental in finding the funding in
order to publish their student magazine.
Southwestern College has reason to be proud
of their Journalism Department’s accomplish-
ments and the hard work and dedication of
student advisor Max Branscomb, Ed.D.,
should also be recognized. As the recipient of
the Society of Professional Journalists Na-
tional Journalism Teacher of the Year award,
Dr. Branscomb’s dedication to the field of jour-
nalism is creating an environment whereby the
results of his instruction are motivating stu-
dents toward careers in journalism. In honor of
Dr. Branscomb and the Southwestern College
students in the Journalism Department, | do
hereby recognize February 6, 2014, as the
“Southwestern College Journalism Students
Day” in the City of Chula Vista.

—————

HONORING ALEXIS “LEXIE”
KAMERMAN

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Alexis “Lexie” Kamerman, a
courageous and talented young woman who
tragically lost her life in an Afghan terrorist at-
tack on January 17th. Lexie was killed in a
Kabul restaurant that was specifically targeted
by the Taliban because of its popularity with
westerners.

A 27-year-old Chicago native, Lexie was
committed to rebuilding Afghanistan through
education, particularly for young women and
girls who might not otherwise have the oppor-
tunity to go to school. In her role as a Student
Development Specialist at the American Uni-
versity of Afghanistan, Lexie worked to help
the next generation of Afghan women take
their place as leaders in society. Friends and
family of Lexie point to her strength, fearless-
ness, and passion as key to her decision to
serve.

Lexie grew up in Chicago, and graduated
from the Latin School in 2004. She attended
Knox College, where she was a fierce compet-
itor on the water polo team. Lexie received her
M.A. in Higher Education from the University
of Arizona.

Sadly, the American University of Afghani-
stan community lost another member during
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the January 17th attack: political science pro-
fessor Alexandros Petersen from Washington,
DC. He was only 29. While both Lexie and
Alexandros were far too young to be taken
from us, their talent and passion for serving
others, regardless of the potential dangers,
are examples to which we should all aspire.

My deepest condolences go to the friends
and family of Lexie Kamerman, particularly her
parents, Jack and Alison.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRIS STEWART

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
February 5th on rollcall 38 for H.R. 3590 | in-
advertently voted “yea” for the amendment in-
stead of “nay.” My intention was to vote
against the measure.

RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
CATHY LUTZ

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the life of Major General
Cathy Lutz, the first female Major General of
the Mississippi Air National Guard, who went
to be with the Lord on January 18, 2014.

With over 30 years of military service, Major
General Lutz broke “glass ceiling” barriers,
while maintaining civility and humility. She
lived her life in service to friends, family, and
country and professed “military and nursing”
the means in which she served God and man.

Called “one of our nation’s premier advo-
cates for better health care for . . . soldiers
and servicemen,” Major General Lutz coordi-
nated retrieval efforts of wounded servicemen
following the terrorist attack against the USS
Cole and led a medical squadron based out of
Saudi Arabia.

In all, Major General Lutz commanded three
squadrons in the National Guard and received
eight military awards, including the Legion of
Merit for “exceptionally meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding services and
achievements.”

While serving the Mississippi Air National
Guard, Major General Lutz involved herself in
the Mississippi art community. She showed
her work with the Mississippi Art Colony and
established an art farm in Flora, MS, along
with her husband, retired Major General Wil-
liam Lutz.

Mississippi lost a dear daughter with the
death of Major General Cathy Lutz. On behalf
of the United States Congress and the people
of Mississippi, we recognize her life and serv-
ice.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ROBERT
GEORGE’S ADVOCACY FOR RELI-
GIOUS FREEDOM

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 6, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit an excerpt
from remarks made by my friend Dr. Robert
George, McCormick Professor of Jurispru-
dence at Princeton University and chair of the
U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom, upon receiving the John Leland
Award from the Southern Baptist Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission in December. In
his statement, Dr. George succinctly spells out
the different ways in which countries around
the world undermine religious freedom, wheth-
er through hostility toward religions, sponsor-
ship of radicalism, enforcement of unjust laws
or failure to protect citizens against religious
violence.

Today, religious freedom is in peril around
the world. In his remarks, Dr. George admi-
rably shows Americans what they can do to
secure greater liberty for people of faith, and
of no faith, who are in harm’s way because of
what they believe. We are privileged to live in
a country where freedom of religion is con-
stitutionally guaranteed—may we strive to se-
cure this right for citizens of all countries.
ROBERT P. GEORGE, JOHN LELAND AWARD,

SOUTHERN BAPTIST ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS

LIBERTY COMMISSION, RAYBURN GOLD ROOM,

WASHINGTON, DC, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13,

2013 [EXCERPTS]

. . . So why does religious freedom matter?
Why should promoting and defending it
abroad, no less than honoring it at home, be
a high priority for our country?

The way some people see it, the reason for
respecting religious freedom is purely instru-
mental and self-interested. If you and I dis-
agree in matters of religion, I should tol-
erate your beliefs and religious practices so
that you will tolerate mine. Religious free-
dom, on this view, is not so much a moral or
human right as it is a kind of mutual non-
aggression pact.

It’s not difficult to see the attraction of
this view or to explain why some people hold
it. A world in which each community lives in
fear that another will seize power and op-
press its practitioners is hardly an ideal
state of affairs for any of them—except, of
course, the group that happens to come out
on top. But that is exactly what happens
where there is little or no religious freedom
protection. Everyone fears what will happen
to their own group. And so the answer to the
problem is clear. Each group tolerates the
other groups so that it, too, will be toler-
ated.

But there’s a problem with this view. The
problem is not that it’s in any way inac-
curate or untrue. Instead, the problem is
that it doesn’t go far enough. It ignores the
fact that at its core, religious freedom means
something far deeper and more profound
than people grudgingly tolerating each an-
other in a kind of modus vivendi.

It means the right to be who we truly are
as human beings. The fact is that as human
beings, we are drawn to ponder life’s deepest
questions and seek meaningful, truthful an-
swers. Where do we come from? What is our
destiny? Is there a transcendent source of
meaning and value? Is there a ‘‘higher law”’
that pulls us above personal interest in order
to ‘‘do unto others as we would have them do
unto us?”’
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