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Whereas, Mayor Barry was one of the most
influential, impactful and savvy local politician
of his generation, and will be greatly missed
by the community he selflessly dedicated his
life to improving, now

Therefore, be it resolved that on behalf of
the 5th Congressional District of Florida, | ex-
tend my sincerest condolences and deepest
sympathy to the family and loved ones of
Mayor Marion Barry, Jr., and | wish you God’s
peace that surpasses all understanding as you
take comfort in knowing that he fought a good
fight, finished his course, and kept the faith.

—————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MERWIN CEO
OF MILLS-PENINSULA HEALTH
SERVICES ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the accomplished career of a distinguished
Californian, Mr. Robert Merwin of San Mateo
County, who is retiring at the end of 2014 from
his position as Chief Executive Officer of Mills-
Peninsula Health Services, a post he has held
since January, 1996.

A resident of Menlo Park, California, Bob
Merwin is a 1971 graduate of the United
States International University, and earned his
M.B.A. from UCLA in 1973. He began his ca-
reer in hospital management in 1973 as As-
sistant Executive Director of the Long Beach
Community Hospital. He progressed up the
corporate ladder at Long Beach and other fa-
cilities, coming to Mills-Peninsula in 1987 as
Executive Vice President and Chief Oper-
ations Officer.

Bob Merwin serves his community as a
member of the San Mateo Rotary Club, the
American College of Health Care Executives,
and as Chair of the West Bay Hospital Con-
ference, San Mateo Section, and Chair of the
Hospital Consortium of San Mateo County. He
is a past director of the American Red Cross
Bay Area and a member of the Finance Com-
mittee of the Health Plan of San Mateo.

Mills-Peninsula has thrived under Bob
Merwin’s leadership. He has improved rela-
tions between physicians and management,
contained costs while increasing productivity
and helped develop a strategic plan for the
combined hospitals. Under his leadership a
new 241 bed acute care facility, Mills-Penin-
sula Medical Center was constructed. It is a
state-of-the-art, $640 million, 450,000 square
foot facility that is a source of pride to our en-
tire community.

Bob Merwin is married to the former Nancy
Madigan and they have two children, Michael
and Megan. He enjoys golf, tennis and pho-
tography.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring Bob
Merwin for his stellar career in hospital man-
agement and for his extraordinary contribu-
tions to our community and our country.
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HISTORICAL RECORD ON PASSAGE
OF FALEOMAVAEGA’S LEGISLA-
TION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER
OF MILITARY ACADEMY AP-
POINTMENTS FROM AMERICAN
SAMOA

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include, for historical purposes, the
following information on the passage of legis-
lation to increase the number of military acad-
emy appointments from American Samoa.

[Press Release, Nov. 24, 2003]

PRESIDENT SIGNS INTO LAW LEGISLATION
FALEOMAVAEGA INTRODUCED TO INCREASE
THE NUMBER OF MILITARY ACADEMY AP-
POINTMENTS FROM AMERICAN SAMOA

Congressman Faleomavaega announced
that President Bush signed into law today
the National Defense Authorization Act for
FY04 which included language Faleomavaega
offered to increase the number of military
academy appointments from American
Samoa.

On May 7, 2003, the House Subcommittee
on Total Force unanimously voted in favor
of my amendment to increase the number of
military academy appointments from Amer-
ica Samoa to the U.S. Military Academy, the
United States Naval Academy, and the
United States Air Force Academy, Congress-
man Faleomavaega said. On May 9, 2003, the
Armed Services Committee also agreed to in-
clude this language in the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2004.

This legislation passed the House on May
22, 2003 and the Senate and the House agreed
to the conference report as of November 12,
2004. I am now pleased that President Bush
has signed this historic legislation into law.
As a result of this new law, American Samoa
will be able to send two students to each
service academy. Prior to this law being
passed, American Samoa was only able to
send one student to each academy.

This also means that I will be able to
nominate up to twenty students per acad-
emy. Each academy scholarship is worth ap-
proximately $250,000 and each service acad-
emy is ranked among the top rated edu-
cational institutions in the U.S. Given that
American Samoa has a population of about
60,000, a per capita income of less than $4,500
and almost 5,000 men and women serving in
the U.S. Armed Services, I am pleased that
we may be able to offer more students the
opportunity to attend one of our nations
prestigious military academies.

At this time, I want to thank my col-
leagues, both Democratic and Republican,
for supporting my initiative to increase
American Samoa’s academy appointments
and, again, I commend President Bush for
signing this important legislation into law,
the Congressman concluded.

WADSWORTH “LALIE” DICKERSON

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 3, 2014
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
posthumous  recognition of  Wadsworth

Dickerson, a Friend, Mentor, campaign and
personal supporter, who was with me at the
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beginning of my political career. He was one
of those individuals that could be accurately
described as “Larger than Life”! He would
enter a room and fill it with a Presence bigger
than his person, and begin to talk in that voice
that was oh so powerful—even in a whisper.
Many memories come to mind of ‘that smile’
and how he enjoyed a good joke.

He had more than a finger on the pulse of
sentiments being felt by the constituency and
their concerns that were often not brought to
the attention of those seeking public office. His
was an absence that was, and still is, greatly
and pointedly missed, in every election | have
participated in since his untimely demise a
decade ago.

Mr. Dickerson was also affectionately known
as “Lalie”, to those that knew him on a first
name or nickname basis. He was born on the
island of Antigua to parents that came from
the island of St. Kitts. He was the only son
that his parents had and those who were
brave enough to say it, said that he always
got his way and succeeded in getting away
with conduct that was never tolerated from his
sister siblings or other relatives. This privilege
helped to give him stellar and sterling at-
tributes that later on became exemplary char-
acteristics that endeared him to many: a care
free, head strong and independent person,
with a love for life, adventure and animals,
which all started at an early age.

As a young boy, Lalie travelled back and
forth from Antigua to St. Croix, until he de-
cided that St. Croix was where he wanted to
live and raise a family with his then girlfriend,
Cavelle. The island of St. Croix, in the early
days of their marriage, provided vast opportu-
nities to young people with talent; and Lalie’s
carpentry craftsmanship allowed him to make
a lot of people very happy when he built cabi-
nets, wall aquariums, mahogany beds and
other priceless treasures. This is how he
began to establish and maintain close connec-
tions with the “grass roots”.

Lalie’s eulogy credited his love for democ-
racy and politics as coming from his mother
and former Congressman Ron de Lugo, my
predecessor. He was always a person who
enjoyed a good time and an intense political
chat. This was another method that enabled
him to keep his hand on the pulse and en-
abled him to know who was who and how
they thought and felt on various subjects.
Other characteristics that endeared him to
many was his ability to be there for others, al-
ways ready to lend a helping hand to others
less fortunate, or to those that just needed ad-
vice. “He was steadfast in whatever he be-
lieved in even if it meant he was on the losing
side”—which was a very rare event.

Lalie became mesmerized with the beauty
of St. Croix so much that he enjoyed hanging
out with friends on the waterfront or even just
to go to take a sail with a friend. In addition
to his carpentry skills, he worked at the De-
partment of Sanitation; the U. S. District Court;
the Youth Rehabilitation Center and the De-
partment of Education; where a job injury
ended his working career. He was also a Life-
long Democrat because his mother told him
there could be no other party than the Demo-
cratic Party, because it was the Party for poor
people. He has also been involved and a
member of numerous Democratic Clubs, in-
cluding the People’s Democratic Club and the
Democratic Territorial Committee.

| know that many Democrats still deeply
miss the presence and unwavering support
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from one of our most dedicated party mem-
bers who also just happened to be the “Con-
science” of the Party. Even though he seemed
to breathe politics, he also had another pas-
sion which was gardening. His green thumb
caused his family to always be able to have
fresh vegetables and even fruits at times.

Lalie was also a family man, proud of his
children; loved his grandchildren and was
overjoyed being in the presence of his great-
grandchildren. His and Cavelle’s home was
the center and heartbeat of the family.

As | bring my congressional tenure to clo-
sure and reflect on the beginning: the joy,
happy memories, the sadness of losing him
and appreciation of him and all that he
brought to me, my life, family and campaigns;
always contributed to making it extremely dif-
ficult to think and write about him. It is so easy
to be sad in nostalgia but, he would not want
us to feel anything but happiness for Life and
Opportunity to move on and improve. May he
rest in peace.

JOHN WILSON
HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the distinguished career of
John Wilson. His remarkable broadcasting ac-
complishments and his outstanding work in
the Tampa Bay community is worthy of rec-
ognition by all.

Mr. Wilson grew up in a small coal-mining
town in Virginia. When he was 15, Mr. Wilson
started his work in broadcasting as a disc
jockey and news reporter for his local tele-
vision station. After graduating from the Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, Mr. Wilson
was drafted into the U.S. Army where he
served with the Armed Forces Radio in Pan-
ama. He was honored with the Army Com-
mendation Medal for Excellence in Broad-
casting for his service.

Mr. Wilson’s tremendous career has led him
across the country and around the world. Be-
fore settling in the Tampa Bay area in 1981,
he anchored primetime newscasts in Rich-
mond, Norfolk, Charlotte, and St. Louis. His
passion for reporting took him abroad several
times to conduct special reports about hard-
hitting issues in Normandy, Guantanamo Bay,
Saudi Arabia, Haiti, and Moscow. Over his 50
years in broadcasting, Mr. Wilson has been
recognized with three Emmy Awards, numer-
ous Associated Press awards, and most re-
cently, the Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Broadcasters Club of Florida in 2013.

Not only has Mr. Wilson impacted the
Tampa Bay area with his excellent journalistic
reporting, he has also strengthened our com-
munity through his support of nonprofit organi-
zations. Mr. Wilson and his wife of 48 years,
Mary K., regularly volunteer by singing and
performing for many civic and charitable orga-
nizations including The Boys and Girls Clubs,
the National Red Cross, St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital, and The Junior League of St. Peters-
burg. Mr. Wilson is also a gifted and popular
emcee, narrator, and speaker.

As Mr. Wilson moves towards retirement, he
must be particularly proud to have his son,
Mark, continue his legacy as the evening
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news anchor for WTVT. Mr. Wilson’s innumer-
able achievements are a true reflection of his
exceptional success in the broadcasting indus-
try. His insight, professionalism, and support
of our community have earned him an unprec-
edented level of respect that is well deserved.
On behalf of the Tampa Bay community that
has greatly benefited from his dedicated serv-
ice, | am honored to congratulate Mr. Wilson
on his remarkable career.

———

HISTORICAL RECORD OF
ARMY RESERVE FACILITY
AMERICAN SAMOA

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the U.S. Army Reserve Facility
in American Samoa.

[Press Release, July 20, 2000]

U.S. ARMY RESERVE GETS APPROVAL TO CON-
STRUCT $20 MILLION FACILITY AT TAFUNA
AIRPORT

Congressman Faleomavaega announced
today that the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) is ready to release to the Amer-
ican Samoa Government 6.5 acres of land at
the Tafuna Airport so that the U.S. Army
Reserve (USAR) can begin construction of its
new $20 million training facility.

There was considerable amount of time
spent on discussions between my office, the
FAA and the USAR to work out this deal,
and I am just glad that we have resolved it,
Faleomavaega said. With this agreement
from the FAA, the ASG and USAR can now
begin the process to secure the property and
enter into detailed lease negotiations.

As it now stands, the FAA has agreed to
release the land from Federal obligation and
redesignate the property for non-aero-
nautical purposes. The FAA has also agreed
to extend a bb-year lease to USAR. For its
part, USAR has agreed to pay fair-market
value for the property. Its a win-win for ev-
erybody, Faleomavaega said. Prior to this
agreement, the airport stood to lose Federal
funding if ASG leased the site to USAR at a
nominal lease rate. Now that the military
has agreed to pay fair-market value, the air-
port will retain its right to Federal funding
and will still receive fair-market rates from
USAR. In turn, the military will be able to
construct its $20 million facility on a site
that is best-suited to meet the training
needs of our troops.

All that’s left is for ASG to submit a for-
mal request to the FAA Airports Division,
Western-Pacific Region to release the said
property, Faleomavaega said. In fact, Mr.
Herman C. Bliss, Manager of the FAA West-
ern Division has already been notified to ex-
pedite the handling of this FAA request and
to coordinate with ASG the preparation and
submission of the release. Beyond the details
of the lease agreement, Faleomavaega also
noted Senator Inouyes involvement in secur-
ing funds for construction of the new mili-
tary facility in American Samoa. Senator
Inouye and I have worked on this project for
the past five years, Faleomavaega said. I am
confident this facility will be both a boon to
our economy and a much-needed and wel-
come operation.

I thank Senator Inouye for his commit-
ment and assistance and I also thank Gov-
ernor Tauese and his staff for their support
in getting this project underway,

U.S.
IN
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Faleomavaega said. I think it’s fair to say
that we’'re all looking forward to
groundbreaking and to renewed and
strengthened relations with the TUnited
States Army Reserve.

[Press Release, Feb. 8, 2006]
FALEOMAVAEGA RECOMMENDS THAT NEW
ARMY RESERVE CENTER BE NAME IN HONOR
OF THE LATE SFC KONELIO PELE

In response to recent inquiries from the
press and public, Congressman
Faleomavaega announced today that on Jan-
uary 25, 2006 and also on April 7, 2004 he
wrote a letter to Brigadier General John Ma,
Commanding General, 9th Regional Readi-
ness Command, in Hawaii recommending
that the newly built $20 million U.S. Army
Reserve Center in Tafuna, American Samoa
be named in honor of the late Sergeant First
Class (SFC) Konelio Pele. I am pleased that
in the January 30, 2006 issue of Samoa News,
retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel Mapu
Jamias announced on behalf of our local Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars that they were also
recommending that the new Army Reserve
Center be named in honor of SFC Konelio
Pele. I was unaware that our veterans made
the same recommendation but I am pleased
by this outcome, Congressman
Faleomavaega said.

SFC Konelio Pele was assigned to the
Alpha Company, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division based in Hawaii and was deployed in
Vietnam under the command of Major Gen-
eral Carpenter. On July 25, 1966, SFC Konelio
Pele was awarded the Silver Star, the third
highest medal for valor, for his gallant serv-
ice in the field of battle during the Vietnam
War. SFC Pele served in three wars and was
awarded a Bronze medal, two Purple Hearts,
and three Combat Infantryman Badges.

On July 25, 1966, the Department of the
Army issued General Orders: Number 4997
awarding SFC Konelio Pele the Silver Star
for his actions on May 29, 1966. The citation
states: Sergeant First Class Pele distin-
guished himself on 29 May 1966 while serving
as a platoon sergeant securing a landing zone
in the Pleiku Province, Republic of Vietnam.
When his platoon moved out from the land-
ing zone to render assistance to other ele-
ments of the company that were pinned
down by a large Viet Cong force, Sergeant
First Class Pele repeatedly exposed himself
to the intense hostile fire as he maneuvered
his platoon. During the course of action, he
singlehandedly charged a Viet Cong machine
gun emplacement, killed two of the crew
members with his rifle, and caused the re-
maining insurgents to flee. After he covered
the evacuation of the dead and wounded, he
carried the hostile machine gun and ammu-
nition through the bullet swept area to
friendly positions. When he returned to the
landing zone, he realized that a wounded
member of his platoon had been left behind.
Sergeant First Class Pele, with complete dis-
regard for his safety, moved several hundred
meters across open terrain, found his fallen
comrade, and carried him back to be evacu-
ated. Through his heroic efforts, the Viet
Cong were defeated in that area. Sergeant
First Class Pele’s extraordinary heroism in
close combat against a numerically superior
Viet Cong force was in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military service and
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the United States Army.

SFC Pele’s action is a pure example of per-
sonal courage. His unit and the U.S. Army
recognized his selfless actions and for this
reason he was awarded the Silver Star. It is
my understanding that SFC Pele was also
recommended for the Congressional Medal of
Honor for his heroic actions but there were
problems in processing the paperwork
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