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However, the Judiciary and Resources 

Committees once again supported American 
Samoa’s interests by unanimously passing 
H.R. 982 in the 108th Congress and I am 
thankful that my friends, both Republican 
and Democrat, also voted in favor of H.R. 982 
when this matter was brought to the House 
Floor for consideration. This legislation is 
beneficial and critical to the needs of Amer-
ican Samoa and in due time will help us 
build and strengthen our local economy. 

At this time, I thank my friends, espe-
cially Senator Harry Reid, Assistant Demo-
cratic Leader of the U.S. Senate who re-
sponded to my letter dated September 20, 
2004 in which I requested his support in 
bringing H.R. 982 to the Senate floor for pas-
sage. The Senate Finance Committee favor-
ably reported the bill on July 20, 2004 and 
placed it on the Senate Calendar for consid-
eration and vote. As Assistant Democratic 
Leader, I am thankful that Senator Reid was 
able to hotline this bill. 

I also appreciate the support of Senator 
Charles Grassley, Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, and Ranking Member 
Max Baucus for supporting the bill. This bill 
is good news for American Samoa and, again, 
will encourage more investment in the Terri-
tory. Now that this bill has passed both the 
House and Senate, H.R. 982 now awaits the 
President’s signature which I am confident 
will be forthcoming, the Congressman con-
cluded. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KENNY HALE 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute a notable Hoosier, Mr. 
Kenny Hale, for his retirement from public 
service, most recently as President of the Mor-
gan County Council. I wish to express my 
heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for his 
leadership and service to our community, 
state, and country. 

Kenny was first elected to the Morgan 
County Council in 1999, and assumed a lead-
ership role immediately. He served as the 
council’s Vice President for his first six years 
on the body and has served as President for 
the past ten years. He also served as the 
county’s plan director, 911 coordinator, flood-
plain administrator, county purchasing agent of 
land acquisition, and heavy equipment oper-
ator. In addition to serving the people of Mor-
gan County, Kenny is an ASE and Moog Cer-
tified Technician, and a Certified Welder. 

Kenny’s leadership was critical in the coun-
ty’s coordinated response to several unforget-
table disasters over the years, including the 
devastating F–3 tornado in 2002 and the mas-
sive floods of 2008. His generosity and exper-
tise even extended outside of the county to 
fellow Hoosiers following the disastrous 2010 
tornado that claimed lives in Henryville, Indi-
ana. 

Kenny has been recognized by his commu-
nity and peers over the past several years. 
The Morgan County Sheriff’s Department 
awarded him for coordinating the Jefferson 
Township Crime Watch program. He has been 
recognized by the Association of Indiana 
Counties as Outstanding County Councilman 
in 2004, and other organizations for his lead-
ership, achievement and community service. 

Kenny has been a dedicated public servant 
and I wish him well during his well-deserved 

retirement from public service, though I sus-
pect we will see his continued leadership in 
the community for years to come. Thank you, 
Kenny, for your service and leadership. 

f 

COMMENDING KRISHNA 
BHADRIRAJU 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Krishna Bhadriraju for appreciating the 
value of life at the young age of four and 
working to save the life of an injured bird. 

Krishna documented his care of a blue jay 
that he rescued and nursed back to health. 
The story of healing and the care an individual 
can provide for another species resonated so 
strongly that his teachers encouraged him to 
put pen to paper. The result, produced at age 
six, is his book, ‘‘Krishna Saves a Bird.’’ His 
compassion and dedication to helping an ani-
mal in trouble at such a young age has be-
come an inspirational opportunity to show 
other children the value of helping others and 
tapping your creative skills. 

I commend Krishna Bhadriraju for using his 
experience to inspire action in others. On be-
half of the residents of the Twenty-Second 
Congressional District of Texas, I again con-
gratulate Krishna on the completion of 
‘‘Krishna Saves a Bird.’’ We are grateful for 
his work to promote kindness and compas-
sion. 

f 

HONORING GOLDEN LIVING 
CENTER 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Golden LivingCenter in St. 
James as the 2014 recipient of the Gold-Ex-
cellence in Quality National Quality Award. 
Golden LivingCenter is the only long term care 
center that has received this prestigious award 
from the National Quality Award program for 
three consecutive years. 

Since 1964, as a role model for providing 
skilled nursing and post-acute care, Golden 
LivingCenter has been dedicated to improving 
the lives of their patients and residents. Their 
employees have continuously been committed 
to provide exceptional care for the residents of 
the communities they serve. 

For the years of service and commitment to 
helping others, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Golden LivingCenter in St. James before the 
United States House of Representatives. 

f 

HISTORICAL RECORD OF CITIZEN-
SHIP ISSUE IN AMERICAN 
SAMOA 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, the 

following information about the citizenship 
issue in American Samoa. 

[Press Release, June 11, 2008] 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—FALEOMAVAEGA RE-

SPONDS TO GOVERNOR TOGIOLA’S COMMENTS 
ABOUT CITIZENSHIP LEGISLATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that he is clarifying the intent of H.R. 
6191, a bill he introduced to make it easier 
for U.S. nationals living in American Samoa 
to become U.S. citizens, if they so choose. 

‘‘Recently, the Governor has publicly ex-
pressed that he strongly opposes the legisla-
tion and, while I respect his right to oppose, 
I disagree with his position,’’ Faleomavaega 
said. ‘‘Also, given that the Governor has 
made statements that are not factual, I be-
lieve it is important to clear up the misin-
formation he has relayed to the newspapers 
and radio.’’ 

‘‘First, Governor Togiola states that H.R. 
6191 will force U.S. citizenship on U.S. na-
tionals. This is not true. H.R. 6191 is about 
choice, not force, and only applies to those 
U.S. nationals living in American Samoa 
who choose to become U.S. citizens if they 
wish to apply.’’ 

‘‘Secondly, the Governor states that this 
legislation is contrary to the findings of the 
Future Political Status Study Commission 
which recommended that American Samoa 
not seek U.S. citizenship for its people at 
this time. Again, this is false. H.R. 6191 does 
not make citizenship automatic for Amer-
ican Samoa’s people. H.R. 6191, which my 
staff hand-delivered to Governor Togiola’s 
office on June 7, 2008, states that the intent 
of this legislation is to allow nationals to be-
come citizens by more expeditious means. In 
other words, it speeds up the process. It does 
not make citizenship automatic.’’ 

‘‘For those nationals who choose to be-
come citizens, H.R. 6191 speeds up the proc-
ess by doing away with certain requirements 
and treating nationals like nationals rather 
than foreigners. As the law now stands, in 
order for a national to become a citizen, our 
people must follow the same procedures as 
aliens, or foreigners, and this is not right 
since nationals owe permanent allegiance to 
the United States.’’ 

‘‘For nationals living in American Samoa, 
it is not right that our people are currently 
required to pass an English proficiency and 
civics exam given that American Samoa’s 
education system is patterned after that of 
public schools in the U.S.’’ 

‘‘Also, our people should not be required, 
as they now are, to move to the mainland to 
pass the residency requirement. Our people 
already live in a U.S. Territory and should 
not be subjected to the financial hardship 
and burdens of moving to California or Ha-
waii or elsewhere just to establish residency. 
While the Governor may believe that our 
people should be treated like foreigners and 
forced to move and take exams, I do not and 
this is where we disagree.’’ 

‘‘I believe the provisions of physical resi-
dency and exams should be waived, and this 
is what H.R. 6191 does. H.R. 6191 waives the 
requirements of physical residency but keeps 
in place all other provisions of section 316 as 
to good moral character, etc. H.R. 6191 also 
makes sure that U.S. nationals are required 
to file an application, complete an interview, 
be fingerprinted, take an oath and meet all 
other requirements as expressed in the Im-
migration and Nationality Act.’’ 

‘‘Regarding the Governor’s concerns about 
H.R. 6191 opening up the floodgate to for-
eigners, I am pleased that after all these 
years the Governor has finally agreed to stop 
the flow of foreigners entering the territory 
if H.R. 6191 is passed. If H.R. 6191 accom-
plishes nothing else, it has been well worth 
the effort because ASG should have closed 
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the floodgate years ago. ASG’s weak immi-
gration and corporate laws, which allow for 
sponsorship of foreigners, like Daewoosa, 
who set up shop and send their money back 
home, have brought embarrassment to our 
Territory and jeopardized our communal 
lands and customs. If ASG does not clean up 
its mess and establish fair laws for fair busi-
ness, our people will lose everything.’’ 

‘‘Regarding the Governor’s point that he 
believes H.R. 6191 will lead to our people 
being drafted in the U.S. military, I would 
respectfully suggest that he review H.R. 6191. 
H.R. 6191 does not make anyone subject to 
the draft.’’ 

‘‘Finally, like the Governor, I welcome 
input, and I introduced this legislation based 
on the input of the people. Many of our peo-
ple have requested my assistance because, 
like me, they believe U.S. nationals who 
choose to become citizens should be able to 
do so without being treated like foreigners in 
the process. This is why I introduced H.R. 
6191, and stand by it, and intend to open it up 
for nationals living in the U.S. as well,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

[Press Release, July 12, 2012] 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—FALEOMAVAEGA OPPOSES 
THE RECENTLY FILED LAWSUIT TO FORCE 
CITIZENSHIP ON EVERY PERSON BORN IN 
AMERICAN SAMOA 

Congressman Faleomavaega today an-
nounced his continued strong opposition to 
the efforts to use the judicial system to force 
citizenship upon every person who is born in 
American Samoa. 

On July 10, 2012, a lawsuit was filed by 
Murad Hussain of Arnold & Porter LLP, in 
the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Mr. Hussain represents 
several plaintiffs born in American Samoa, 
and the Samoan Federation of America lo-
cated in Carson, California. The plaintiffs in 
the lawsuit are seeking a declaratory judg-
ment from the court that the Citizenship 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution should apply to 
American Samoa. The plaintiffs are also 
seeking an injunction to prevent the U.S. 
Department of State from imprinting En-
dorsement Code 09 on passports of persons 
born in American Samoa noting that the 
‘‘Bearer is a U.S. National and Not a U.S. 
Citizen. A copy of the complaint or lawsuit 
can be found at this link: http:// 
www.house.gov/faleomavaega/pdfs/1- 
main.pdf. 

‘‘I respect the rights of the plaintiffs, who 
were born in American Samoa, to file their 
lawsuit. I also appreciate the frustration of 
the Samoan Federation of America that 
struggles to meet the needs of Samoans who 
are U.S. nationals who cannot vote in na-
tional elections and are precluded from cer-
tain jobs that requires U.S. citizenship. How-
ever, I believe the choice of becoming a U.S. 
citizen belongs to the people of American 
Samoa, and not by judicial legislation,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. 

‘‘I have sent letters to the leadership of the 
Fono, both the President of the Senate, and 
the Speaker of the House, that summarizes 
the lawsuit that was filed this week in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Colum-
bia. In the letters I further reiterated my op-
position to the lawsuit which if successful 
will force citizenship upon everyone born in 
American Samoa.’’ Faleomavaega added. 

‘‘The future of our territory is being 
threatened by outside forces and we must 
unite in our opposition to this lawsuit. I 
firmly believe the future of American Samoa 
should be decided by the people living in the 

territory, not by a court 7,000 miles away,’’ 
Faleomavaega concluded. 

The full text of the Congressman’s letter 
to the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House follows: 

I am writing to bring to your attention a 
lawsuit that was filed this week in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia 
on behalf of several persons born in Amer-
ican Samoa. The plaintiffs in the lawsuit are 
seeking a declaratory judgment from the 
court that the Citizenship Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution should apply to American 
Samoa. The plaintiffs are also seeking an in-
junction to prevent the U.S. Department of 
State from imprinting Endorsement Code 09 
on passports of persons born in American 
Samoa noting that the ‘‘Bearer is a U.S. Na-
tional and Not a U.S. Citizen’’. 

The lawsuit, filed against the United 
States of America, the U.S. Department of 
State, the Secretary of State and the U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Af-
fairs, could have significant ramifications on 
American Samoa’s political relationship 
with the U.S. government. If the court rules 
in favor of the plaintiffs and the Citizenship 
Clause is applied to American Samoa, this 
will set the precedent for other provisions of 
the U.S. Constitution to be applied in the 
Territory. This is a cause for concern as the 
courts may invalidate any of our local laws 
that protect our Matai system and com-
munal lands. 

For years, I have warned the people of 
American Samoa of the dangers of outside 
forces determining the future of our terri-
tory. The lawsuit filed this week is the mani-
festation of our greatest fear, that citizen-
ship will be forced upon us and we could lose 
our Matai system and communal lands. For 
example, in King v. Andrus, 452 F. Supp. 11 
(D.D.C. 1977), a federal court applied the jury 
system to the American Samoa judiciary 
system against our will. 

This week a federal court is again asked to 
decide an issue critical to American Samoa, 
whether American Samoans should be con-
sidered U.S. citizens. We must ask ourselves 
do we want a court to decide whether we be-
come citizens or do we want to decide our 
own destiny. 

I respect the right of the plaintiffs to file 
this lawsuit. However, I believe the issue of 
citizenship should be decided by the people 
currently living in American Samoa and who 
plan on remaining in American Samoa. 
Since any potential negative consequences of 
citizenship being granted to all persons born 
in American Samoa will affect persons living 
in American Samoa not those living in the 
United States. For those living in the United 
States, there are existing pathways to citi-
zenship that allow them to become U.S. Citi-
zens. There is also a fee waiver available for 
some individuals who are not able to pay fil-
ing fee for the naturalization application. 

I have enclosed a copy of the complaint. 
My hope is for a thorough review by the 
Fono on this important issue. I will also 
make the complaint available for download 
on my website at http://www.house.gov/ 
faleomavaega/pdfs/1-main.pdf. 

[Press Release, August 12, 2014] 

FALEOMAVAEGA COMMENDS U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE’S BRIEF IN TUAUA V. UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Faleoma-
vaega today issued the following statement 
offering his support for the U.S. Department 
of State’s recently filed brief against the 
plaintiffs in the citizenship case formally 
known as Tuaua v. United States, a case in 

which five individuals want the U.S. Govern-
ment to grant automatic citizenship to any-
one born in American Samoa. 

‘‘On behalf of the people of American 
Samoa, I submitted a legal brief to the court 
in 2012 asserting that U.S. citizenship by 
birthright should only be decided by the will 
of the people and granted through legislation 
passed by the U.S. Congress,’’ Faleomavaega 
said. 

‘‘I now commend the State Department for 
emphasizing that only Congress has the au-
thority to grant U.S. citizenship to Amer-
ican Samoa, a position which I have publicly 
expressed for years. As I have stated on and 
off the record, I am not against birthright 
citizenship for American Samoans; however, 
there is a process in place. Every U.S. terri-
tory that currently possesses birthright citi-
zenship obtained it through an ‘organic act’ 
passed by the U.S. Congress. Each organic 
act was supported by the will of the people in 
each respective territory. American Samoa 
must also go through this process if our peo-
ple decide that birthright citizenship is in 
their best interest.’’ 

‘‘We cannot allow our political status with 
the United States to be decided by five indi-
viduals or by a court thousands of miles 
away. If our people decide that they want to 
be granted automatic citizenship by birth-
right, I will work with Congress and our 
local leaders, as provided by governing law 
and years of legal precedent, to pass such 
legislation. Until then, I will continue to 
keep the people updated as this case moves 
through the court,’’ Faleomavaega con-
cluded. 

f 

THE NO SOCIAL SECURITY FOR 
NAZIS ACT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this is one of the 
rare occasions where the name of the bill 
speaks for itself. 

The No Social Security for Nazis Act is de-
signed to close a loophole that has allowed 
some Nazi persecutors and their collaborators 
in the Holocaust to receive Social Security 
benefits. By leaving the country before they 
were officially deported, these people were 
able to keep their Social Security benefits. It is 
unbearable that those responsible for the 
deaths of millions during the Holocaust con-
tinue to receive Social Security benefits due to 
this loophole. 

This legislation stops benefit payments to 
Nazi persecutors and ensures that these indi-
viduals do not receive spousal benefits from 
marrying a Social Security beneficiary or 
through other channels. Congress never in-
tended for Nazi war criminals and collabo-
rators to be able to receive Social Security 
benefits. This bipartisan legislation reaffirms 
that intent. 

Social Security is an earned benefit, and it 
is our job in Congress to preserve and protect 
it. We must stop these inappropriate payments 
now, and that is exactly what this legislation 
does. I thank Representatives JOHNSON and 
BECERRA and the work of Representatives 
CAROLYN MALONEY, JASON CHAFFETZ and 
LEONARD LANCE, and all others for their lead-
ership on this legislation. 
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