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‘‘I know from my meeting earlier this 

week with Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele 
Malielegaoi that he is thankful to the Sa-
moan congregations and communities in the 
greater Los Angeles area who responded 
from the heart by collecting critical supplies 
that will now be airlifted to those in need,’’ 
Faleomavaega said. ‘‘For this reason, I want 
to thank the Prime Minister for agreeing to 
accept this gift, and I also want to thank 
Reverend Liki Tiatia, Reverend John Mailo, 
Reverend Misipouena Tagaloa, and High 
Chief Loa Pele Faletogo for all the good 
work they have done. Reverend Tiatia and 
Reverend Mailo will be taking a flight to 
Samoa to make the presentation to the Gov-
ernment of Samoa on behalf of our Samoan 
community on the West Coast and also on 
behalf of Congresswoman Richardson and 
myself.’’ 

‘‘I especially want to thank Congress-
woman Richardson for working around the 
clock in support of our Samoan communities 
living in her district, and in Samoa and 
American Samoa,’’ Faleomavaega continued. 
‘‘Congresswoman Richardson has stood by us 
every step of the way and has left no stone 
unturned in getting this done. She has been 
staunch and solid in her dedication to us, 
and has earned her rightful place in our 
hearts. It is my honor to welcome Congress-
woman Richardson into our Pacific Island 
family.’’ 

‘‘With so many people in need of basic sup-
plies in Samoa, it has been a privilege to 
work with Chairman Faleomavaega to assist 
the people of my district in making sure the 
items they have collected will soon be in the 
hands of their families and friends,’’ Con-
gresswoman Richardson said. ‘‘This feat is 
only possible because of the dedication of 
Chairman Faleomavaega and Secretary Clin-
ton. Over 60 local organizations in the 37th 
district of California, including church 
groups, non-profit organizations and caring 
others collected over 100,000 pounds of essen-
tial items to send to victims of the tragedy 
that recently occurred. The lives of thou-
sands of Samoans will be immediately and 
directly improved by the actions taken by 
Secretary Clinton, Chairman Faleomavaega 
and all of us who answered the call to help. 
I am proud to be a part of this exceptional 
team.’’ 

‘‘It is clear that change has come and that 
Secretary Clinton is restoring America’s 
stature once again, especially in a part of 
the world that the U.S. has too long ne-
glected. We thank Secretary Clinton for her 
leadership and commitment, and for stand-
ing with the people of Samoa when they need 
her most, and we continue to extend our 
deepest condolences to the families and 
friends of those who are suffering so much,’’ 
Faleomavaega and Rep. Richardson con-
cluded. 

f 

DR. KENNETH H. COOPER 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
announce that Dr. Kenneth H. Cooper will be 
inducted into the National Football Founda-
tion’s Leadership Hall of Fame on January 
8th, 2015. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 
BLACK VETERANS AND NA-
TIONAL COMMANDER BRIGADIER 
GENERAL (RET.) ROBERT A. 
COCROFT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the National Organization of Black 
Veterans (NABVETS) and its visionary and 
founder, Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert A. 
Cocroft for his distinguished service as Na-
tional Commander. This year, under the lead-
ership of President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Wendy McClinton, Black Veterans for So-
cial Justice, Inc. hosted the National Organiza-
tion of Black Veterans National Conference 
and Convention in New York City, which took 
place from August 14th to August 17th, 2014. 
The theme for the 2014 Convention was 
‘‘Transitioning to the Next Level: Fighting for 
Your Focus’’. This theme was very apropos, 
because the conference honored Brigadier 
General (Ret.) Robert A. Cocroft who retired 
as National Commander. 

The National Association for Black Vet-
erans, Inc. (NABVETS) is a membership serv-
ice organization with the charge to address 
issues concerning Black and other minority 
veterans. NABVETS has served as a leader to 
address the unmet concerns of minority and 
low-income veterans through direct services, 
empowerment training and collaborative part-
nerships; and in the service design to address 
the ‘‘holistic’’ issues of homelessness among 
veterans. Since inception, NAB VETS has pro-
vided direct services to 65,000 veterans and 
on behalf of 240,000 veterans—primarily of 
the Vietnam and post-Vietnam era. 

Robert A. Cocroft served with the Army in 
Korea during the Vietnam War and had an ac-
tive career in the Army Reserve. He served as 
the Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, President of the Na-
tional Association for Black Veterans, and 
President and CEO of the Center for Veterans 
Issues (Milwaukee, Wisconsin). 

Robert A. Cocroft was born in Conway, Mis-
sissippi, Nov 16, 1946 and was raised in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. He entered military serv-
ice via the draft in 1966, while as a student at 
the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, where 
he studied and played football. 

During his illustrious military career and 
service, he was once offered a position in mili-
tary intelligence, but declined because he be-
lieved that as a Black officer he would be 
used to spy on student demonstrators such as 
the Black Panther Party. He describes going 
to Panama for jungle training and becoming 
anemic due to taking required anti-malaria 
drug Primaquine, which reacted with his G6PD 
deficiency. Sent to Korea, he mentions assign-
ment to headquarter Special Troops and proc-
essing military personnel with the 8th Army 
and touches on racial tension, infiltrators along 
the Demilitarized Zone, attitudes towards Re-
public of Korea soldiers, and estimates of mili-
tary strength. 

After return to Wisconsin, he joined the 84th 
Division of the Reserve, while also working 
and going to school full time. He graduated 
from the Army War College, climbing the chain 

of command to Assistant Division Commander 
for Operations with the 98th Division. Cocroft 
examines the problem with minorities getting 
administrative discharges and then having 
great difficulty getting veteran benefits, and 
the unfairness of this compared to the am-
nesty offered to draft dodgers, who were 
mostly white. He reports that now the seg-
regation problems are not racial, but gender- 
based, and he addresses the issues of frater-
nization and different standards for women. 
Cocroft emphasizes that the American people 
need to decide what they want from their mili-
tary. He retired at the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me and very grateful 
Nation in paying tribute and salute to Brigadier 
General (Ret.) Robert A. Cocroft. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MARION 
BARRY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and legacy of 
Marion Barry, former Mayor of Washington, 
D.C., civil rights activist, community organizer, 
and Mississippi native. 

Born in Itta Bena, MS, on March 6, 1936, 
into a family of sharecroppers, Marion Barry 
immediately developed a work ethic that would 
be on display throughout his entire life. Even 
as a child growing up in the Mississippi Delta 
and later in Memphis, TN, he would work jobs 
as a paperboy, a waiter, and a bag boy at a 
grocery store to help his family in which he 
was the third of 10 children. 

Mr. Barry was always a great student and 
graduated with a degree in chemistry from 
Lemoyne-Owen College in Memphis and later 
received a master’s degree in organic chem-
istry from Fisk University in Nashville, TN. 
While a graduate student at Fisk, Mr. Barry 
began what would be a long, storied life in 
public service and civil rights and helped 
found the campus’s chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and, subsequently, helped to 
form and became the first National Chairman 
of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC). 

As Chairman of SNCC, Mr. Barry led pro-
tests against racial segregation and discrimi-
nation, played a central role in many voter 
registration efforts, worked for the recognition 
of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
and, despite the imminent danger involved, 
participated in the Freedom Rides organized 
by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
during the spring and summer of 1961, to help 
African-Americans in the South register to 
vote. 

In 1965, Mr. Barry came to D.C. to manage 
the local SNCC office. His advocacy for the 
people of Washington, D.C., started that year 
and would continue for nearly five decades. At 
the time Mr. Barry arrived in Washington, 
D.C., the city, though more than fifty percent 
Black, had few Black people in the ranks of 
the city’s leadership and was being held under 
the thumb of often all-white congressional 
committees whose members’ segregationist 
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policies worked to prevent the black commu-
nity from growing and thriving. 

In response to these conditions, Mr. Barry 
organized a ‘‘Free D.C. Movement’’ to advo-
cate for D.C. Home Rule. Additionally, he 
often spoke against the policies and regula-
tions put in place by the House Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

In 1967, Mr. Barry resigned from his leader-
ship position in the D.C., SNCC office and or-
ganized Pride, Inc.—a program that provided 
job training to uplift unemployed black men in 
Washington, D.C., and put them in a better 
position to be contributing members of the 
community. This program helped to build and 
develop a generation of Black men who may 
have otherwise been lost. 

Mr. Barry began his life in electoral politics 
in 1971, when he was elected to the Wash-
ington, D.C., school board. He would go on to 
serve as president of the board from 1972 to 
1974. Mr. Barry would then go on to run for 
and be elected to an at-large seat on the D.C. 
City Council. Mr. Barry immediately became a 
leader on the council and helped to make real 
changes in the city including, getting a pay 
raise for the police department and defeating 
a gross-receipts tax on all city businesses. 

On March 9, 1977, Mr. Barry’s personal will 
and courage were on display as he survived 
a gunshot wound he received when radical 
terrorists took siege of the City Council build-
ing during a hostage crisis. This event would 
only add to the reverence that was building for 
the man and his leadership abilities. 

In 1978, Mr. Barry was elected as the 
Mayor of Washington, D.C.—a post he would 
hold for 16 years between 1979 and 1999. 
Like me, Mr. Barry was one of the nearly 250 
black mayors elected in the years following 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination and he 
became one of the many black elected lead-
ers who rose from the struggles of the civil 
rights era. 

As mayor of Washington, D.C., Marion 
Barry was a powerhouse. He helped to create 
a local government that had barely existed be-
fore his arrival at City Hall. He was an advo-
cate for diversity and inclusivity in City govern-
ment hiring and appointed new and talented 
black leaders who, ultimately, proved the via-
bility of self-governance by Black leaders in 
D.C. 

Mr. Barry instituted budget reforms that had 
not previously existed and was able to get the 
city’s financial books in order. Additionally, Mr. 
Barry worked to build up downtown Wash-
ington, D.C., and turn it into a thriving busi-
ness center that would eventually include the 
Verizon Center—home to the Washington 
Wizards and Washington Capitals. Moreover, 
Mr. Barry would raise the national and inter-
national profile of Washington, D.C., through 
his charismatic leadership and effective re-
sults. 

Though he moved the city forward and be-
came an ally to the business community, the 
upper middle class and the professional work-
ing class alike, Marion Barry never forgot 
where he came from and the people who he 
was elected to serve. During his mayoralty, 
Mr. Barry continued to be a champion for the 
poor and downtrodden. He would often say 
that he could ‘‘walk with kings but not lose the 
common touch.’’ He helped steer millions of 
dollars into job training, employment, senior 
citizen, and social welfare programs. He also 
hired thousands of blue-collar workers into his 

administration to perform many of the jobs that 
helped build a thriving metropolis. 

Marion Barry was often referred to as 
‘‘Mayor for Life’’ due in part to the unyielding 
support he received from his constituents. This 
support would often be tested in his political 
life. But even in the face of controversy that 
prevented him from seeking mayoral office in 
1990 and eventually cost him his freedom, the 
people of D.C. trusted the leadership of Mr. 
Barry enough to re-elect him as D.C.’s Mayor 
in 1994 and subsequently to several more 
terms as a City Council member. 

Despite any of Mr. Barry’s personal strug-
gles and downfalls, he always kept one thing 
front and center in his mind—the well being 
and progression of the people of his beloved 
Washington, D.C., and the continued advance-
ment of the black community. Until his dying 
day, Marion Barry carried the flag for his city. 

Marion Barry is a great example of what can 
happen when the system tries to choose our 
heroes for us and the people push back. 

While the media and various individuals 
worked as hard as they could to break him 
down and turn their collective backs on him, 
the people—the ones who should be the most 
important to an elected official—always wel-
comed him with open arms and received him 
even more warmly at the ballot box. This 
speaks volumes about the kind of man and 
the kind of leader Marion Barry was in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mayor Marion Barry, an un-
daunted activist, a community leader, a de-
voted public servant, and an unforgettable per-
sonality in American politics. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY ON PAS-
SAGE OF FALEOMAVAEGA BILL 
TO PROVIDE ASG AUTHORITY TO 
ISSUE BONDS EXEMPT FROM 
STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about the passage of a bill to provide 
the American Samoa Government the author-
ity to issue bonds exempt from state and local 
taxation. 

[Press Release, Nov. 5, 2003] 
HOUSE PASSES FALEOMAVAEGA BILL TO PRO-

VIDE ASG AUTHORITY TO ISSUE BONDS EX-
EMPT FROM STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

that on November 4, 2003 the U.S. House of 
Representatives unanimously passed H.R. 
982, a bill he introduced to provide the Amer-
ican Samoa Government with the authority 
to issue bonds exempt from state and federal 
taxation. 

I would like to thank Chairman Pombo and 
Ranking Member Rahall of the Resources 
Committee and Chairman Sensenbrenner and 
Ranking Member Conyers of the Judiciary 
Committee for their continued support re-
garding the needs of American Samoa and 
for their efforts to bring H.R. 982 to the 
Floor, Congressman Faleomavaega said. H.R. 
982 would amend the U.S. Code to allow in-
terest earned from American Samoa bonds to 
be exempt from both state and local tax-
ation. 

Under the U.S. Code, Congress has ex-
pressly provided for the exemption of state 
and local taxes for bonds issued by Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and the 
Northern Mariana Islands. While American 
Samoa can issue bonds similar to the other 
territories, the interest earned from Amer-
ican Samoa bonds is subject to taxation by 
the several States, Washington, DC and the 
other territories. H.R. 982 would provide par-
ity to American Samoa. 

H.R. 982 will also make American Samoa 
bonds more attractive to investors and could 
save the American Samoa Government be-
tween $20,000 and $50,000 a year in interest 
costs on municipal bonds it may issue, the 
Congressman said. The American Samoa 
Power Authority has indicated that it would 
like to sell bonds to purchase new diesel gen-
erator sets to accommodate our growing pop-
ulation. This legislation would lower the in-
terest costs of the prospective sales and will 
also enable the government to address defi-
ciencies in its current infrastructure. 

This legislation is identical to H.R. 1448 
which I introduced in the 107th Congress. 
H.R. 1448 was adopted by the Judiciary and 
Resources Committees and was finally 
agreed to by voice vote on the House Floor 
on September 24, 2002. Unfortunately, the 
Senate was unable to consider this legisla-
tion before the 107th Congress adjourned. 

However, the Judiciary and Resources 
Committees once again supported American 
Samoa’s interests by unanimously passing 
H.R. 982 in the 108th Congress and I am 
thankful that my friends, both Republican 
and Democrat, also voted in favor of H.R. 982 
when this matter was brought to the Floor 
for consideration. This legislation is bene-
ficial and critical to the needs of American 
Samoa and in due time will help us build and 
strengthen our local economy. 

At this time, I also want to thank Gov-
ernor Togiola for his support and I look for-
ward to working with my friends in the U.S. 
Senate to make sure that this legislation is 
passed before the 108th Congress adjourns 
next year, the Congressman concluded. 

[Press Release, Sept. 30, 2004] 
SENATE PASSES FALEOMAVAEGA’S BILL TO 

DEVELOP AMERICAN SAMOA’S ECONOMY BY 
PROVIDING ASG WITH AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 
BONDS EXEMPT FROM TAXATION 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that on Wednesday September 29, 2004 
the Senate passed H.R. 982, a bill he intro-
duced to help develop American Samoas 
economy by providing the American Samoa 
Government with the authority to issue 
bonds exempt from state and federal tax-
ation. 

Bonds encourage economic investment in 
the Territory and H.R. 982 will make Amer-
ican Samoa bonds more attractive to inves-
tors and will immediately save the American 
Samoa Government between $20,000 and 
$50,000 a year in interest costs on municipal 
bonds it may issue, the Congressman said. 

Not long ago, the American Samoa Power 
Authority said that it would like to sell 
bonds to purchase new diesel generator sets 
to accommodate our growing population. 
This legislation would lower the interest 
costs of the prospective sales and will also 
enable the government to address defi-
ciencies in its current infrastructure. 

This legislation is identical to H.R. 1448 
which I introduced in the 107th Congress. 
H.R. 1448 was adopted by the Judiciary and 
Resources Committees and was finally 
agreed to by voice vote on the House Floor 
on September 24, 2002. Unfortunately, the 
Senate was unable to consider this legisla-
tion before the 107th Congress came to a 
close. 
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