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will allow Veterans Health Administration phy-
sicians to recommend medical marijuana to 
their patients in states where it is legal. 

Twenty-three states and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed laws that provide for legal 
access to medical marijuana. As a result, well 
over one million patients across the country, 
including many veterans, now use medical 
marijuana at the recommendation of their phy-
sician to treat conditions ranging from sei-
zures, glaucoma, anxiety, chronic pain, and 
nausea. 

There are also nine states and the District 
of Columbia that now allow physicians to rec-
ommend medical marijuana for the symptoms 
of Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS), due to a 
growing body of anecdotal evidence sug-
gesting that marijuana offers relief when noth-
ing else has. 

While outdated federal barriers often pre-
vent the research necessary to develop mari-
juana into an FDA approved drug, states have 
heard from their citizens, including veterans 
suffering from PTS, that marijuana is helping 
them now, and have adjusted their laws. 

Despite this growing state availability of 
medical marijuana, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) prohibits VA medical pro-
viders from completing forms brought by their 
patients seeking recommendations or opinions 
regarding participation in a state marijuana 
program. 

The Veterans Equal Access Act would re-
quire the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to au-
thorize physicians and other health care work-
ers employed by the VA to provide rec-
ommendations and opinions regarding the par-
ticipation of a veteran in a state medical mari-
juana program. This includes authorizing them 
to fill out any forms involved in the process of 
recommending medical marijuana. 

Veterans should not be forced outside of the 
VA system to seek a treatment that is legal in 
their state. VA physicians should not be de-
nied the ability to offer a recommendation they 
think may meet the needs of their patient. I 
hope my colleagues will join me in supporting 
this effort. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION CON-
GRATULATING CONGRESSWOMEN 
FREDERICA S. WILSON AND 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN ON 
THEIR INDUCTION INTO THE 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS HALL OF FAME 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce a Resolution Congratu-
lating Congresswomen FREDERICA S. WILSON 
and ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN on their induction 
into the Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
Hall of Fame. 

I am also pleased to be joined by Rep-
resentatives FRANKEL, DIAZ-BALART, CLAWSON, 
DEUTCH, GARCIA, WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, MUR-
PHY and ROONEY of the South Florida delega-
tion in celebrating Congresswomen FREDERICA 
S. WILSON and ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN on re-
ceiving this honor. Both Representative WIL-
SON and ROS-LEHTINEN are products of the 
Miami-Dade County Public School System and 

are a testament to the quality of MDCPS. I in-
vite you to join me in congratulating Congress-
women FREDERICA S. WILSON and ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN on their myriad accomplish-
ments and their induction into the MDCPS Hall 
of Fame. 

f 

HONORING DR. BOLA OMOTOSHO 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure and admiration that I stand before 
you today to honor Dr. Bola Omotosho for his 
many years of compassionate public service 
and tireless work to improve the health of our 
community residents. 

Dr. Omotosho left Nigeria to relocate to The 
Bronx in 1995, after an extended career in 
medicine that culminated in studying anesthe-
siology through the Nigerian Navy. Bringing 
his passion for medicine along with him, Dr. 
Omotosho went on to study the nature of in-
fectious diseases upon his arrival, and cur-
rently works with Montefiore Medical Center in 
The Bronx, which is one of the largest 
healthcare providers in the United States. Ad-
ditionally, Dr. Omotosho remains very closely 
involved with several other medical missions, 
both local and international in their scope. Dr. 
Omotosho recently facilitated the donation of 3 
dialysis machines to the Haut-Nkam of New 
York, who will provide these machines for 
usage by the Haut-Nkam community in Cam-
eroon. Locally, Dr. Omotosho continues to be 
our community’s champion for kidney donation 
amongst Africans here in New York City. 

Dr. Bola Omotosho is not only a distin-
guished medical leader, he is also an indi-
vidual who stands as the model of an active, 
civically engaged community member. Dr. 
Omotosho serves as Chairperson of Commu-
nity Board 5, President of the Harrison Avenue 
Homeowners Association, and President of 
the Mount Hope Housing Corporation Board of 
Directors. He is also the Vice Chair of the 
Bronx Multi Faith Advisory Group, and an ac-
tive member of the United Africa Coalition as 
well as the Black United Leadership group of 
The Bronx. Each of these groups works tire-
lessly to improve the quality of the life here in 
The Bronx, and Dr. Omotosho’s commitment 
to each of them speaks to his longstanding 
commitment to our community. 

Dr. Bola Omotosho is an alumnus of New 
York Police Citizen Academy and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s Citizen Academy, 
from which he received the 2009 Humanitarian 
Award. Today, Dr. Omotosho continues to 
work with several residential boards that work 
with law enforcement agencies to improve 
community relations and amplify safety efforts 
throughout our neighborhoods. 

Individuals like Dr. Bola Omotosho remind 
us all that we all have a duty to be faithful 
community servants, and should work each 
day to improve the quality of life for all of 
neighbors alike. Dr. Omotosho has a true pas-
sion for community, which is clear in all of his 
work, and I am sincerely grateful to call some-
one like him a neighbor. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring Dr. Bola Omotosho for his consist-

ently remarkable dedication to public service 
and longstanding commitment to improving 
our community. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF ADOBE 
SERVICES DURING NATIONAL 
HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize the week of November 15– 
23 as National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week and to honor the distin-
guished work and advocacy of Adobe Serv-
ices, a non-profit working in the 15th Congres-
sional District and throughout the Bay Area to 
end homelessness. 

The week before Thanksgiving has been 
designated as National Hunger and Homeless-
ness Awareness Week to bring about commu-
nity awareness and to help those in need. 
Throughout the year, but especially during the 
holiday season, we must always remember 
how hunger and homelessness remain serious 
problems in our communities across the 
United States. I am proud to have Adobe 
Services as a strong community partner in the 
Bay Area working to end homelessness and 
advocating on behalf of the hungry. 

Throughout National Hunger and Homeless-
ness Awareness Week, Adobe Services has 
planned several events to engage community 
members in the Bay Area and raise aware-
ness regarding homelessness and hunger. For 
example, today, Adobe Services is hosting the 
‘‘Feed Your Soul’’ performance night at Mis-
sion Coffee in Fremont. At this performance 
night, guests will have the chance to under-
stand more about the impact homelessness 
has on families and the wider community 
through artistic renditions. Additionally, tomor-
row, Adobe Services will host a candlelight 
vigil at St. James’ Episcopal Church to re-
member Alameda County residents who died 
last year while homeless. To combat hunger in 
the East Bay, Adobe Services also is orga-
nizing a food drive to provide festive holiday 
meals to those in need. 

Adobe Services not only works to fight 
homelessness and hunger during this national 
awareness week, but also serves more than 
4,000 Bay Area residents throughout the year. 
Its mission is to end homelessness by assist-
ing low-income, un-housed people and secure 
stable and supportive housing. I am grateful 
for the assistance Adobe Services provides, 
and I applaud its continued dedication to the 
homeless community. 

f 

COMMENDING PROJECT 
GIVEBACK’S VOLUNTEERS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the more than 500 volunteers who 
will gather at the District of Columbia’s Colum-
bia Heights Educational Campus Saturday, 
November 22, 2014, to begin packing and dis-
tributing Thanksgiving parcels for Project 
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GiveBack’s 20th Annual Food Distribution. 
Their efforts provide over 1,500 families in the 
National Capital Area with wholesome Thanks-
giving dinners. 

Ransom Miller III founded Project GiveBack 
in 1995. In its first year, six local families and 
one shelter received food baskets. Over the 
next two decades, this small effort grew to 
serve 3,500 families in locations across the 
country, including Washington, D.C.; Dallas, 
Texas; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; St. Louis, Missouri; and Denver, 
Colorado. 

Project GiveBack’s scope has also grown to 
include: Children’s Toy Drive, to provide toys 
for children in low-income families; Children’s 
Easter Celebration, to provide a safe and fun 
atmosphere for children in Southeast D.C. to 
celebrate the spiritual meaning of Easter; 
Computer Sponsor Progam, to assist local 
schools and community organizations in the 
acquisition of more than 100 laptops and per-
sonal computers; and Youth EXPOSURE Pro-
gram, to connect students of various back-
grounds and to expose them to a wide range 
of experiences that will spark career aspira-
tions, ingenuity, and creativity. 

Project GiveBack is achieving its mission to 
be a vehicle for firms and professionals to give 
back to the communities where they work and 
live in by coordinating programs that benefit 
less fortunate individuals and families, with a 
focus on children. It is the intent of the organi-
zation to uplift communities around the United 
States mentally, spiritually, and economically. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
commending Project GiveBack’s volunteers 
and sponsors and may they soon join the 
more than 650,000 residents in our nation’s 
capital in thanksgiving for full representation 
for D.C. in Congress. 

f 

WELCOMING ENSLIE COLE DECK 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, as I rise today, it is 
my pleasure to announce the birth of Enslie 
Cole Deck on November 19, 2014 at Inova 
Fair Oaks Hospital in Fairfax, Virginia. 

Enslie is the daughter of Wiley Deck, my 
Chief of Staff, and Elizabeth Deck. The former 
Elizabeth Buckles and Wiley Deck met as staff 
members in our Washington office. Both of 
them moved to our Florida District Office in St. 
Augustine in 2003. They married and had their 
first child, Emilia Hayward Deck. The Decks 
returned to Washington, DC in 2011 and now 
have expanded their family with the arrival of 
Enslie. 

To the Deck and Buckles families, we ex-
tend our warmest congratulations and wish 
them years for continued health and happi-
ness. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF 
FALEOMAVAEGA’S PROVISION 
FOR NON-SAMOAN VETERANS 
MARRIED TO SAMOANS TO 
QUALIFY FOR VA HOME LOANS 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 20, 2014 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to include, for historical purposes, infor-
mation about a provision for non-Samoan vet-
erans married to Samoans to qualify for VA 
home loans. 

[Press Release, Nov. 10, 2005] 
HOUSE PASSES VA HOUSING ASSISTANCE BILL 

AND INCLUDES FALEOMAVAEGA’S PROVISION 
FOR AMERICAN SAMOAS VETERANS AND 
THEIR SPOUSES 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that by a voice vote the House passed 
H.R. 3665, the Veterans Housing and Employ-
ment Improvement Act of 2005 and included 
Faleomavaega’s provision for American Sa-
moas veterans. 

I especially want to thank Chairman Steve 
Buyer and Ranking Member Lane Evans of 
the Committee on Veterans Affairs and also 
Chairman John Boozman and Ranking Mem-
ber Stephanie Herseth of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity for their leader-
ship in making it possible for Native Ameri-
cans to participate in the veterans housing 
loan program, Congressman Faleomavaega 
said. 

I am especially thankful that American 
Samoas veterans have also been able to par-
ticipate in this very successful program and 
I thank my colleagues for working with me 
to address the concerns of American 
Samoans without adversely affecting the 
rights of other tribes. Many Samoans have 
served in the military and they are allowed 
to obtain home loans under current law. 
Other Samoans are married to non-Samoan 
veterans Non-native military spouses mar-
ried to native Samoans have not been able to 
qualify for the VA home loan program. In 
part, this is because the Native American 
Home Loan program excludes the spouses of 
non-native Americans from qualifying for a 
VA home loan. 

This has been problematic in American 
Samoa because most land in American 
Samoa is communal and the VA has only 
made it possible for Samoans of Tutuila, 
Manus, Aunuu, or Swain Islands to qualify 
for home loans offered by traditional lending 
institutions because only they can make 
claim to native land. As a result, non-native 
spouses of veterans or persons serving in the 
US Armed Forces who are married to a Sa-
moan have not been able to qualify for a VA 
home loan. However, the VA has been helpful 
in assisting the Veterans Affair Committee 
and my office in drafting language to rectify 
this problem and I am pleased that this lan-
guage has now been included in HR 3665. 

As we have agreed, it is our understanding 
that this language now makes it possible for 
a non-Samoan military member or veteran 
to qualify for a VA loan if the non-Samoan 
military member has a meaningful interest 
in the housing a Samoan spouse has been 
granted permission to build on communal 
land. It is also our understanding that mean-
ingful interest means that the veteran has 
the right to reside in the home under tribal 
laws. 

This is good news for our veterans and 
their spouses. For this reason, I again thank 
my colleagues for including my provision in 
this important legislation. I also thank the 

VA for its assistance and my good friend 
Ranking Member Lane Evans of the VA 
Committee for his tireless efforts and sup-
port, the Congressman concluded. 

[Press Release, May 22, 2006] 
HOUSE AND SENATE PASS VETERANS BILL AND 

INCLUDES FALEOMAVAEGA’S PROVISION FOR 
NON-SAMOAN VETERANS MARRIED TO 
SAMOANS TO QUALIFY FOR VA HOME LOANS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that by a vote of 372 to 0 the House 
passed S. 1235, the Veterans Housing Oppor-
tunity and Benefits Improvement Act of 2006 
and included his provision for non-Samoan 
veterans married to Samoans to qualify for 
VA Home Loans. As we approach Memorial 
Day to remember and honor our military 
men and women who have died while serving 
our nation during a time of war, it is espe-
cially fitting that the House and Senate have 
passed the Veterans Housing Opportunity 
and Benefits Improvement Act of 2006 in 
tribute to those who are still with us, 
Faleomavaega said. 

America is what she is today because of 
the sacrifices made by our military men and 
women and their families. This is why I am 
pleased that the US Congress is recognizing 
their service by passing S. 1235. After years 
of hard work, I am also pleased to announce 
that once the President signs this legislation 
into law, non-Samoan veterans married to 
Samoans will finally be able to qualify for 
VA home loans. 

For too long, Native American veterans, 
including Samoans, were not able to partici-
pate in the VA Home Loan program because 
our land is communally rather than pri-
vately held. For the same reason, traditional 
lending institutions also would not make 
home loans to Native Americans because in 
case of default the bank would not be able to 
repossess the land or the home due to factors 
associated with communal ownership. 

However, in 1992, with the support of the 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the Vet-
erans Affairs Committee, were able to estab-
lish a pilot program making it possible for 
Native Americans, including Samoans, to 
qualify for VA home loans. Even though this 
was groundbreaking and very helpful to 
many of our veterans, the program was still 
problematic because it excluded the spouses 
of non-native Americans from qualifying for 
a VA home loan and for us this meant that 
non-Samoan military spouses married to na-
tive Samoans were also unable to qualify. 

But thanks to the successful passage of to-
days legislation, our non-Samoan veterans 
married to Samoans will now able to qualify 
for VA home loans and I couldnt be happier 
that their dreams of home ownership can 
now come true. At this time, I especially 
want to thank Chairman Steve Buyer and 
Ranking Member Lane Evans of the Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs and also Chair-
man John Boozman and Ranking Member 
Stephanie Herseth of the Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity and Mary Ellen 
McCarthy, Democratic Staff Director for 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs, 
for their support and tireless efforts in mak-
ing this possible. I also thank Senator Larry 
Craig and Senator Daniel Akaka, Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Veterans Affairs, for their leader-
ship. 

Finally, I want to thank the VA for assist-
ing the Veterans Affair Committee and my 
office in drafting language that has been in-
cluded in section 104 of S. 1235 which now 
makes home ownership a reality for non-Sa-
moan veterans married to Samoans. As a re-
sult of this language, it is our understanding 
that a non-Samoan military member or vet-
eran may now qualify for a VA loan if the 
non-Samoan military member has a mean-
ingful interest in the housing a Samoan 
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