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Over the many years Nathaniel has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned
numerous merit badges, but also the respect
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Nathaniel has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in com-
mending Nathaniel J. Brancato for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

FIGHTING EBOLA: A GROUND
LEVEL VIEW

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
world community has known of the Ebola
Virus Disease, more commonly called just
Ebola, since it first appeared in a remote re-
gion near the Democratic Republic of the
Congo in 1976. In previous outbreaks, Ebola
had been confined to remote areas in which
there was little contact outside the villages or
areas in which it appear. Unfortunately, this
outbreak, now an epidemic, spread from a vil-
lage to an international center for regional
trade and spread into urban areas in Guinea,
Liberia, and Sierra Leone that are crowded
with limited medical services and limited resi-
dent trust of government. The unprecedented
west African Ebola epidemic has not only
killed more than 5,000 people, with more than
14,000 others known to be infected. This situ-
ation has skewed the planning for how to deal
with this outbreak.

In our two previous hearings on the Ebola
epidemic, on August 7th and September 17th,
we heard about the worsening rates of infec-
tion and challenges in responding to this from
government agencies such as USAID and
CDC and NGOs operating on the ground such
as Samaritan’s Purse and SIM. The hearing |
held yesterday was intended to take testimony
from non-governmental organizations pro-
viding services on the ground currently in the
affected countries, especially Liberia, so we
can better determine how proposed actions
are being implemented.

In its early stages, Ebola manifests the
same symptoms as less immediately deadly
diseases, such as malaria, which means initial
health care workers have been unprepared for
the deadly nature of the disease they have
been asked to treat. This meant that too many
health care workers—national and inter-
national—have been at risk in treating patients
who themselves may not know they have
Ebola. Hundreds of health care workers have
been infected and many have died, including
some of the top medical personnel in the three
affected countries.

What we found quite quickly was that the
health care systems in these countries, de-
spite heavy investment by the United States
and other donors, are quite weak. As it hap-
pens, these are three countries either coming
out of very divisive civil conflict or experi-
encing serious political divisions. Con-
sequently, citizens have not been widely pre-
pared to accept recommendations from their
governments. For quite some time, many peo-
ple in all three countries would not accept that
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the Ebola epidemic was real. Even now, it is
believed that despite the prevalence of burial
teams throughout Liberia, for example, some
families are reluctant to identify their suffering
and dead loved ones for safe burials, which
places family members and their neighbors at
heightened risk of contracting this often fatal
disease when patients are most contagious.

The porous borders of these three countries
have allowed people to cross between coun-
tries at will. This may facilitate commerce, but
it also allows for diseases to be transmitted re-
gionally. As a result, the prevalence of Ebola
in these three countries has ebbed and flowed
with the migration of people from one country
to another. Liberia remains the hardest hit of
the three countries, with more than 6,500
Ebola cases officially recorded. The number of
infected and dead from Ebola could be as
much as three times higher than the official
figure due to underreporting.

Organizations operating on the ground have
told us over the past few months that despite
the increasing reach of international and na-
tional efforts to contact those infected with
Ebola, there remain many remote areas where
it is still difficult to find residents or gain suffi-
cient trust to obtain their cooperation. Con-
sequently, the ebb and flow in infections con-
tinues. Even when it looks like the battle is
being won in one place, it increases in a
neighboring country and then reignites in the
areas that looked to be successes.

The United States is focusing on Liberia, the
United Kingdom is focusing on Sierra Leone,
and France and the European Union are sup-
posed to focus on Guinea. In both Sierra
Leone and Guinea, the anti-Ebola efforts are
behind the pace of those in Liberia. This epi-
demic must brought under control in all three
if our efforts are to be successful.

Last week, |, along with Representatives
KAREN BAss and MARK MEADOWS of the Sub-
committee on Africa, Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organiza-
tions, introduced H.R. 5710, the Ebola Emer-
gency Response Act. This bill lays out the
steps needed for the U.S. government to ef-
fectively help fight the west African Ebola epi-
demic, especially in Liberia—the worst-hit of
the three affected countries. This includes re-
cruiting and training health care personnel, es-
tablishing fully functional treatment centers,
conducting education campaigns among popu-
lations in affected countries and developing
diagnostics, treatments and vaccines.

H.R. 5710 confirms U.S. policy in the anti-
Ebola fight and provides necessary authorities
for the Administration to continue or expand
anticipated actions in this regard. The bill en-
courages U.S. collaboration with other donors
to mitigate the risk of economic collapse and
civil unrest in the three affected countries. Fur-
thermore, this legislation authorizes funding of
the International Disaster Assistance account
at the higher FY2014 level to effectively sup-
port these anti-Ebola efforts.
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RECOGNIZING THE FIRST AFRICAN
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CHURCH, SAN JOSE FOR 150
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Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend the First African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, San Jose
for 150 years of service, fellowship and stew-
ardship to the San Jose community.

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, the Mother Church, was founded in
New York City, in October 1796. The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church was named
the Freedom Church because it struggled
mightily for the dignity and emancipation of
Black people in America.

In 1864, the First African Methodist Epis-
copal Zion Church, San Jose was founded in
San Jose and has continued in the tradition of
the Mother Church to fight for the dignity,
emancipation and rights of all people and has
been recognized by the City of San Jose as
the oldest Black church in San Jose.

On November 23, 2014 the First African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church will celebrate
150 Years of service to the San Jose commu-
nity and is planning for the community service
demands of the future.

—————

RECOGNIZING E. ROBERT
CHAMBERLIN ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM SOURCEAMERICA

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize E. Robert Chamberlin on the occasion
of his retirement from SourceAmerica at the
end of this year. Located in my district,
SourceAmerica is a national non-profit that
creates employment opportunities for people
with significant disabilities. As Chief Executive
Officer, Mr. Chamberlin leads a network of
more than 500 affiliated non-profit agencies
that participate in the AbilityOne Program,
which currently provides employment to more
than 128,000 people in the United States who
are blind or have other significant disabilities.
I, and more than 100 of my colleagues, are
proud to partner in these efforts as AbilityOne
Congressional Champions.

Mr. Chamberlin joined SourceAmerica as
Vice President of Operations in December
1999, following a career with the U.S. Armed
Forces, and he was appointed CEO in Janu-
ary 2001. During his Navy career, he achieved
the rank of Rear Admiral and held key posi-
tions afloat, overseas, and ashore. Later, as
the Deputy Director of the Defense Logistics
Agency at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, he served as
the Department of Defense’s representative on
the AbilityOne Commission, the Federal agen-
cy which oversees the AbilityOne Program.

Throughout his career, Mr. Chamberlin has
been tireless in his efforts to improve the em-
ployment opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities. In addition to promoting the hundreds
of thousands of individuals employed through
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the SourceAmerica network, Mr. Chamberlin
has provided critical leadership on a number
of new employment initiatives, including the
establishment of the Institute for Economic
Empowerment, the Pathways to Careers Em-
ployment Initiative, and the AbilityOne Design
Challenge for assistive technology. In addition,
he has helped to expand SourceAmerica’s
outreach to the private sector through new
partnerships with large corporations and fran-
chise organizations. Those efforts are particu-
larly important for preserving work opportuni-
ties given the current constraints on federal
agency budgets.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the distinguished military serv-
ice and career accomplishments of Mr. E.
Robert Chamberlin, and | want to personally
commend him for his commitment to safe-
guarding the rights and opportunities for all
Americans, especially those with significant
disabilities.

HONORING JACOB P. COGLEY

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Jacob P. Cogley.
Jacob is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1261, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Jacob has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Jacob has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
Jacob has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in com-
mending Jacob P. Cogley for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

IN RECOGNITION OF FETHULLAH
GULEN

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to honor the exceptional work of Fethullah
Gilen. Mr. Gulen has long stood as a pillar of
peace and humanity and as a model for oppo-
sition in the face of rising dictatorship.

A respected member of the Pennsylvania
community, Fethullah Gulen has worn many
hats throughout his life. A vocal leader of the
Turkish civic movement, Mr. Gilen has been
forced to live in a self-imposed exile in Penn-
sylvania for fear for his safety.

The founder of the ‘Gllen Movement,
Fethullah Giilen has long been a voice of rea-
son in a world of turmoil. Widely known as a
highly-respected leader, he has encouraged
Turkish citizens to vote for those who are re-
spectful to democracy and the rule of law,
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rather than one party or another. He has con-
sistently promoted a moderate blend of Islam
in a time of growing radicalism and is well
known for his global network of educational
establishments, extending to over 140 coun-
tries. His views promote a tolerant Islam, em-
phasizing hard work and education, as well as
building bridges between the Muslim and
Western world and science and religion.

While the global community looks to Turkey
with both growing concern and enduring hope,
it is my honor to commend Fethullah Gdlen for
his tireless efforts to promote the ideals of
peace, democracy, an educated electorate,
and the human rights of the Turkish people.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EARL
SMITTCAMP

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Earl Smittcamp who passed
away on the morning of October 20, 2014 at
the age of 96. Earl’s passion for farming and
education exemplify the meaning leadership.

Earl was a prominent agriculture business
leader. He alongside his wife Muriel, founded
Wawona Frozen Foods which currently leads
the industry in development and distribution of
fruit and fruit products. A 1939 graduate of
Fresno State, Earl recognized the value of
hard work and education and spent his time
giving back to his community.

Earlier in his life, Earl honorably served our
country in the U.S. Marines Corps during
World War 1. Upon his return, he and his wife
purchased her father's 200 acre fruit ranch.
Their small business went on dominate the
frozen food market, making Wawona Frozen
Foods one of the oldest peach processors in
the U.S.

Wawona Ranch flourished into a full agricul-
tural operation ranging from fruit farming,
packing, frozen-food production to food proc-
essing. Earl’'s sons Bob and Bill manage the
business. The Smittcamp’s success made a
$2 million donation to Fresno State in 1997,
possible. This generous donation helped es-
tablish the Smittcamp Family Honors College.
The Honors College offers a rigorous aca-
demic program for top students. The
Smittcamp Family Alumni Center was also
later established and opened in early 2000.

In addition to his businesses, Earl also re-
ceived the following government appoint-
ments: Sixth Acting Disaster Governor of Cali-
fornia by Governor Ronald Reagan from 1966
to 1972, served on the California State Board
of Agriculture from 1970 to 1972, was ap-
pointed by President Richard M. Nixon to the
White House Conference on Food and Nutri-
tion in 1969, served as chairman of the Fed-
eral Farm Credit Board in 1971, and finally in
1976 Earl was appointed to the U.S. Advisory
Committee on Regulatory Programs.

In 1993 Earl’s hard work was recognized by
The Fresno Chamber of Commerce’s Leon S.
Peters Award. Other awards include Clovis’
Outstanding Citizen in 1962, Fresno State’s
Outstanding Alumnus in both 1963 and 1980.
In addition, Earl was inducted into the Frozen
Food Hall of Fame in 2005.

Earl met his wife Muriel at Fresno State in
1940 and the two happily married. In 2009 he
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was preceded in death by his wife. They are
survived by their four children and 14 grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
life of Earl Smittcamp. Earl’s children, grand-
children, relatives and many friends have an
outstanding role model that they will hold in
their hearts forever. His presence will be
greatly missed but his legacy will surely live
through the Smittcamp family’s deep commit-
ment to supporting the community and the uni-
versity.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,955,187,358,115.74. We've
added $7,328,310,309,202.66 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———————

HONORING BEULAH LAND DEVEL-
OPMENT CORPORATION ON ITS
PLATINUM ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to rise today to join the New
Haven community and all of those gathered
this evening in celebration of the 20th Anniver-
sary of the Beulah Land Development Cor-
poration—a remarkable milestone for this out-
standing organization.

Dedicated to making a difference in a dis-
tressed community, the Beulah Land Develop-
ment Corporation was founded in 1994 with a
simple mission—to improve the quality of life
for area residents through providing homeown-
ership opportunities for families, the creation
of affordable housing for seniors, and sup-
porting innovative economic development ini-
tiatives. BLDC also seeks to empower com-
munity residents by providing or acting as a
gateway to programs and initiatives that pro-
vide education, technical and financial assist-
ance to repair and beautify their homes, im-
prove their economic status, and prepare for a
sustainable future.

Over the course of the last two decades,
BLDC has invested millions in the revitaliza-
tion of blighted properties. The Orchard Street
Townhouses and additional revitalization of
several properties along Orchard and Henry
Streets have enabled first-time homebuyers to
realize their dreams. The Walter S. Brooks El-
derly Homes, named in honor of one of the
founding members of BLDC, provides safe, af-
fordable rental units for our seniors. Looking to
the future, BLDC has recently worked to rede-
velop a brownfields site where they plan to
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