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baseball team. Foster also assisted in the suc-
cess of many programs at Angelo State Uni-
versity, and in his honor, ASU named their 
Ram Radio studios after him. 

Today, the Foster Family preserves Wal-
ton’s vision for the company by carrying on 
the values he instilled in his company. He be-
lieved that the license he received from the 
FCC was to serve the greater good of the 
public by providing San Angelo with excep-
tional informational and entertainment radio. 
This was a responsibility he took personally 
and it still shows today. His work of serving 
others has continued with the sponsorship of 
various charitable causes, most notably the 
KIXY Cares for Kids Radio which has raised 
nearly $1.5 million for the Children’s Miracle 
Network for Shannon Medical Center. As part 
of his legacy, Foster employees serve as vol-
unteers for more than 50 boards and agencies 
in San Angelo. I am sure he is proudly looking 
down on us as he watches his vision con-
tinuing to unfold. 

The Foster Communications family will gath-
er on November 20th to celebrate this tremen-
dous 60-year milestone and reflect on the 
positive impact they have made on the city of 
San Angelo. Companies like Foster Commu-
nications symbolize the American dream 
through their hard work and success. I am 
proud to represent Foster Communications, 
and I am honored to share in this moment 
with San Angelo and the Foster family. 

Again, I congratulate Foster Communica-
tions on reaching such a distinguished marker 
in their company history. I wish them many 
more years of success in the great city of San 
Angelo, Texas. 

f 

CARLOS BETANCOURT 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
and to recognize the incredible accomplish-
ments of Mr. Carlos Betancourt. Mr. 
Betancourt’s tireless, selfless service to the 
community has been a remarkable asset to 
the Tampa Bay area. 

Mr. Betancourt is a skilled immigration para-
legal who is certified by the Immigration Re-
view Board and is accredited by the Board of 
Immigration Appeals to handle cases in 
Tampa. 

Mr. Betancourt’s remarkable career began 
with the Bay Area Legal Services in 1978. He 
later worked at Gulf Coast Legal Service, a 
partner agency at the Family Justice Center, 
as a paralegal in 2003. Due to his talent and 
passion, he quickly rose to Office Manager at 
its Tampa location. While there, Mr. Betan-
court helped provide free legal aid to immi-
grant victims of domestic violence and crimes. 
His work on these important issues continues 
today as Mr. Betancourt works with the His-
panic Services Council that advocates for im-
migrant children and battered women. 

Mr. Betancourt’s leadership and determina-
tion to serve others is part of every aspect of 
his life. He occasionally volunteers at the His-
panic Outreach Program and is an engaged 
participant in my roundtable discussions on 
comprehensive immigration reform. His efforts 

earned him recognition from the Hillsborough 
County Domestic Violence Task Force who 
honored him with the ‘‘Achievements Against 
Domestic Violence Award’’ in 2012. 

Mr. Betancourt is committed to educating 
and assisting our most vulnerable neighbors— 
one family at a time—to live safe, productive 
lives through compassionate legal aid. His in-
tegrity and passion for service sets an exam-
ple that we should all aspire to. Mr. Speaker, 
I join the Tampa Bay community in thanking 
Mr. Carlos Betancourt for his outstanding serv-
ice, not only to our district, but to the State of 
Florida. 

f 

HONORING TERENCE W. 
MCGARVEY, IV 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Terence W. 
McGarvey, IV. Terry is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
404, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Terry has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Terry has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Terry 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Terry removed an 
invasive species, the Autumn Olive, from a 
three acre parcel of land in Thousand Hills 
State Park outside of Kirksville, Missouri, for 
the Missouri Department of Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Terence W. McGarvey, IV, for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING MR. WRIGHT L. 
LASSITER III 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues, Congressman MIKE 
HONDA and Congressman ERIC SWALWELL, to 
honor the extraordinary career of Mr. Wright L. 
Lassiter III. Mr. Lassiter is currently the Chief 
Executive Officer of Alameda Health System, 
where he has served the residents of Alameda 
County with distinction. In December, Mr. 
Lassiter begin work as President of the Henry 
Ford Health System in Michigan. 

Mr. Lassiter graduated from LeMoyne Col-
lege in Syracuse, New York with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Chemistry with honors, as well as 
minors in Biology and Philosophy. He went on 
to receive his Master’s Degree in Healthcare 
Administration from Indiana University, where 
he graduated at the top of his class. 

Prior to serving as CEO of Alameda Health 
System, Mr. Lassiter held numerous executive 

positions. He served as senior vice president 
of operations for JPS Health Network in Fort 
Worth, Texas, where he oversaw operations 
and expanded ambulatory and specialty care 
services. He also served in multiple executive 
positions in the Methodist Health System in 
Dallas, Texas, overseeing support and clinical 
services. 

During his tenure at Alameda Health Sys-
tem, Mr. Lassiter has created a culture of ex-
cellence and led the expansion and growth of 
the organization. His guidance, leadership, 
and accomplishments have garnered national 
acclaim. Some of those accomplishments in-
clude seven years of positive financial per-
formance with operating margins as high as 
19%; a $70 million reduction of debt; the ex-
pansion of the Highland campus with a new 
Acute Tower and state of the art Care Pavil-
ion; the addition of two new hospitals to the 
network—San Leandro Hospital and Alameda 
Hospital; and designation by the Joint Com-
mission as a top performer with an increase in 
patient engagement from the 1st percentile to 
the 80th percentile. 

Mr. Lassiter is also an enthusiastic commu-
nity leader. He has held numerous important 
volunteer leadership positions in each of the 
communities in which he has lived and 
worked. These include serving as the Board 
Chairman for the YMCA of the East Bay, the 
Alameda Alliance for Health, and the Cali-
fornia Association of Public Hospitals and 
Health Systems. He also serves on the 
Boards of BETA Healthcare Group, the Cali-
fornia Hospital Association, the Safety Net In-
stitute, the Bay Area Urban Network, the Oak-
land Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, and 
sits on the Board of Regents of his alma 
mater, LeMoyne College. He is a member of 
both the American College of Health Care Ex-
ecutives and the National Association of 
Health Service Executives. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th, 15th, and 17th Congressional Districts, 
Mr. Wright L. Lassiter III, I salute you. I thank 
you for a lifetime of service and congratulate 
you on your many achievements. I wish you 
continued success as you go on to lead the 
Henry Ford Health System and serve the resi-
dents of Michigan. 

f 

HONORING ABBIE CRITES-LEONI 

HON. JASON T. SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Abbie Crites-Leoni from Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri for her exceptional suc-
cesses in law and service to our community. 

Abbie has been awarded several times for 
her achievements as a lawyer and investiga-
tive work. She has become a role model for 
younger women wanting to pursue a career or 
interest in criminal justice and law. 

Apart from law, Abbie has also proven her-
self as a successful business owner. Along-
side her husband, she helped administrate a 
construction company that has built suburb 
communities and even a wedding and event 
center which has benefitted the community 
greatly. 

Most recently, Abbie has achieved a new 
goal of becoming a judge. This is an incredible 
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milestone, and she is the first woman to serve 
full-time as a federal judge in Cape Girardeau. 

In addition to serving as an impartial judge 
in our court system, Abbie also finds time to 
serve the community in other ways. She has 
participated and led several different councils 
that aim to inspire and support local kids. 

For her work in seeking justice and prac-
ticing law in an admirable and ethical way, I 
applaud Abbie for her success and the bright 
future that still lies ahead. It is my pleasure to 
recognize her efforts and accomplishments 
before the House of Representatives. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO MCPO. EDWIN F. 
(BUD) ATKINS (RET.) ON HIS IN-
DUCTION INTO THE CON-
NECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a constituent whose lifelong service 
in our nation’s military is truly breathtaking. 
Our men and women in uniform are regularly 
called upon to sacrifice large spans of time 
away from family, usually with limited contact 
and in dangerous conditions. In few jobs with-
in the military is that truer than for our subma-
riners, who can spend months at a time with-
out even seeing the light of day, yet Master 
Chief Petty Officer Edwin F. (Bud) Atkins of 
Oakdale, Connecticut has partaken in a total 
of twenty patrols, spending time attached to 
nine different submarines. 

Bud first enlisted, not as a sailor, but as a 
soldier in his native Wisconsin National Guard 
in 1949. He then joined the Navy in February, 
1954 and attended Basic Submarine School 
before reporting to the USS Wahoo (SS 565). 
After this first assignment, he briefly left the 
active service and joined the Naval Reserve, 
before returning to active duty. He then re-
ported to the USS Congor (SS 477) followed 
by the USS Corsair (SS 435) to take part in 
the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 
1959. 

Upon completion of that tour, he took part in 
thirteen strategic patrols during which he be-
came a ‘‘plankholder,’’ a member of the first 
crew aboard a commissioned naval vessel, on 
the USS Sculpin (SSN590), USS Daniel Web-
ster (SSBN 626) and the USS Francis Scott 
Key (SSBN 657). In 1969, he returned to staff 
duty at the submarine base in Groton, Con-
necticut to become the leading instructor in 
Advanced Nuclear Weapons, educating a new 
generation of submariners in the details of 
their unique craft. 

In June of 1973, Bud reported to the USS 
Kamehameha (SSBN 642) to lead his first pa-
trol as Chief of the Boat, the highest ranking 
enlisted personnel on a submarine. He then 
led six more over ten years assigned to the 
submarine’s Gold crew. Upon completing his 
final patrol with the Kamehameha, Bud re-
turned to Groton as Staff Command Master 
Chief for Submarine Group Two. 

Already with more than twenty-five years in 
the Navy, Bud’s desire to serve never died. In 
continuing his naval career, Bud reported to 
precommissioning units for both the USS 
Michigan and USS Alabama (SSBN 731), 

serving as Chief of the Boat for both. Fol-
lowing commissioning of the Alabama, Bud 
served as the Group Command Master Chief 
for Submarine Group Nine, one of the Navy’s 
highest enlisted positions, before retiring in 
March 1988 after forty years of service. 

A life member of the U.S. Submarine Vet-
erans, a Holland Club Member, and former 
Base Vice Commander of the Groton Base 
U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc. Master Chief 
Atkins’ service still hasn’t fully ended. Not only 
is he an active member of the Connecticut 
veterans community, he also still serves as a 
Captain in the Second Company of the Gov-
ernor’s Foot Guard, a unit that, while largely 
ceremonial, is still officially part of the Con-
necticut military. 

While Bud’s service is incredible in both its 
length and its profound impact on numerous 
ships of the U.S. submarine fleet, the sacrifice 
of his family must be recognized as well. He 
is married to the former Frances Somers of 
Amherst, Wisconsin, with whom he has two 
children. I wish Bud the best in his induction 
into the Connecticut Veteran’s Hall of Fame 
this week. 

f 

HONORING THE VISITING NURSES 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH CEN-
TRAL CONNECTICUT ON THE 
CELEBRATION OF THEIR 110TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to join the many 
family, friends, and community leaders who 
have gathered to celebrate the 110th Anniver-
sary of the Visiting Nurses Association of 
South Central Connecticut—a remarkable 
milestone for this tremendous organization. 

Founded in 1904, the VNA–SCC began as 
a non-profit, community-based agency dedi-
cated to providing New Haven’s medically un-
derserved with quality homecare. More than a 
century later, they have grown in many ways, 
but their mission remains unchanged. With 
programs and services from maternal child 
health to home health aides, advanced illness 
management to behavioral health, and private 
duty care to skilled nursing services, the VNA– 
SCC provides services in forty-three commu-
nities throughout south central Connecticut. 

For decades, the VNA–SCC was the only 
organization of its type serving Connecticut’s 
second-largest city. The VNA/SCC, as it exists 
today—is the result of the 1989 merger of the 
original New Haven, Milford and (Naugatuck 
River) Valley VNAs. Over the course of more 
than a century, the VNA–SCC’s role has 
evolved to meet the changing and varied 
needs of the patients in their care. Today, in 
addition to highly-skilled, hands-on nursing 
care, the organization offers a wide range of 
sophisticated treatments and therapies that 
are on the leading-edge of home health care 
technologies. 

We are living in a time with a rapidly chang-
ing health care system. The VNA–SCC is on 
the front lines helping those most in need re-
ceive the care they need. Their dedicated staff 
and nurses are uniquely committed to their cli-
ents, their families, and providing quality 

health care. They have touched the lives of 
millions, giving comfort and care to clients and 
their loved ones in their greatest times of 
need. 

The VNA–SCC is a trusted and respected 
leader in health care and has become an in-
valuable member of our community. Today, as 
they celebrate their 110th Anniversary, I am 
proud to extend my deepest thanks and ap-
preciation to President and CEO, John Quinn; 
Board Chair, Robert Motley; and all of those at 
the VNA–SCC for all of the good work that 
they do every day. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
on November 17, 2014 due to a flight delay 
and therefore missed roll call vote No. 520. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

HONORING NOLAN BRIGHT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Nolan Bright. 
Nolan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 81, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Nolan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Nolan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Nolan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Nolan Bright for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LINCOLN 
SCHOOL 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the Lincoln School in 
Rockaway Borough, Morris County, New Jer-
sey, as it celebrates its Centennial Anniver-
sary. 

For fully a century, this outstanding school 
has provided the countless number of stu-
dents who have passed through its doors with 
a superior education that has prepared them 
for the rest of their educational pursuits and 
for the rest of their lives. 

When the Lincoln School welcomed its first 
students back in 1914, there were still people 
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