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A TRIBUTE TO LEWIS MACADAMS 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lewis MacAdams, Jr. whose life’s work 
and 70th birthday are being celebrated at the 
Friends of Los Angeles River’s (FoLAR) Fan-
dango on October 12th, 2014. 

The project that would most define Lewis’s 
extraordinary life, and ultimately redefine the 
landscape of Los Angeles, began in 1985 
when he co-founded the Friends of Los Ange-
les River. Lewis says that he asked the Los 
Angeles River if he could speak for it, and the 
river, in his words, ‘‘didn’t say no.’’ 

Lewis has described the revitalization of the 
Los Angeles River as his ‘‘forty-year artwork.’’ 
He began this work with a series of commu-
nity clean-ups, performances and protests. His 
early efforts blossomed into a social move-
ment that has given Los Angeles a renewed 
sense of its own possibility for ecological 
transformation. Using poetry as well as poli-
tics, Lewis fought back against projects that 
would have extinguished the last glimmer of 
life out of the river, organizing broad commu-
nity coalitions and winning the support of offi-
cials at every level of government. 

Over the past three decades, Lewis’s lead-
ership of FoLAR has given Angelenos a vision 
of the river as a 51-mile greenway from the 
mountains to the sea. FoLAR’s annual ‘‘La 
Gran Limpieza’’ has drawn thousands of vol-
unteers to clean up the river, has trained doz-
ens of educators, and has introduced thou-
sands of students to the river’s existence and 
ecology. He has led countless ecological stud-
ies, vastly enriching the region’s under-
standing of the river’s abundant and diverse 
habitats. In 2014, FoLAR’s vast library of envi-
ronmental work was acquired by the special 
collections of the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA) archive. 

Most recently, Lewis MacAdams, Jr. helped 
win the Army Corps of Engineers’ support for 
the habitat restoration and redevelopment of 
the Los Angeles River to return it to its pristine 
state generations ago. Without Lewis 
MacAdams’ passion, commitment and drive, 
the cultural and ecological health of the Los 
Angeles River would be unimaginably dimin-
ished. In celebration of the FoLAR Fandango, 
I ask all Members of Congress to join me in 
commending Lewis MacAdams, Jr. for his 
great accomplishments and contributions. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF CLARENCE 
ROBERTS JOHNSON 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Clarence Roberts Johnson. The 
New Haven, KY, native was elected mayor in 
2010 and held that post until he passed away 
on August 28, 2014. 

A fixture in his community, ‘‘Bobby’’ wore 
many hats throughout his career. He was a li-
censed barber and a small business owner in 
the community. Bobby was committed to pro-

viding quality emergency services in Nelson 
County, both by establishing the Rolling Fork 
Fire Department and working to provide ambu-
lance services. In addition, Bobby also served 
18 years as the Police Chief in New Haven 
and was elected City Commissioner, serving 
two terms before becoming mayor. 

It is easy to see that Bobby had an eye for 
public safety. When concerns of flood waters 
arose in New Haven, Bobby walked the banks 
of the river and ultimately saw that the river 
course had changed. This discovery, which he 
ultimately shared with my office and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, will lead to a safer 
community. 

Bobby was always proud of living in New 
Haven and I know the city’s residents were 
proud to call him their mayor. We will miss 
him and are thankful for his service. 

f 

YUMA COUNTY 
SESQUICENTENNIAL 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the sesquicentennial of Yuma Coun-
ty, Arizona. Established in 1864 as one of the 
four original counties of the Territory of Ari-
zona, Yuma County has been a cornerstone 
for Arizona commerce, agriculture, develop-
ment, and culture throughout its history. 

Celebrating 150 years since being formally 
organized, the area of Yuma County has a 
history which extends back much further. It is 
a history closely intertwined with the long and 
deep Colorado River which stretches along 
the county’s western border. Not only did the 
Colorado bring the area’s first European visi-
tors—Spanish explorers who sailed up the 
river in 1540 and discovered a thriving Native 
American village on its banks—it also has 
served as the lifeblood for the region’s com-
merce and agriculture. 

Yuma County leads the state and is third in 
the nation for vegetable production. In fact, 
Yuma County is the ‘‘winter lettuce capital of 
the world’’ and supplies 90% of our country’s 
lettuce between November and March. The 
County is also the world’s top producer of 
gourmet Medjool dates. 

Yuma County has influenced the culture and 
identity of Arizona and the United States: the 
gradual taming of the Colorado River which 
unlocked some of the world’s best agricultural 
harvests, the famous Yuma Territorial Prison 
which housed some of the frontier’s most ne-
farious criminals, and the booms and busts of 
bountiful ore and mineral mines that populated 
the desert. These are the stories of the Wild 
West that have shaped the independent and 
determined spirit of the County and its proud 
residents. 

From its original Native American settlers to 
its Wild West days to its rich agricultural his-
tory, Yuma County’s story is an integral part of 
the American identity. On November 10, 2014 
we celebrate 150 years for Yuma County; let 
us look forward to 150 more. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DONALD 
R. FORD 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to remember and honor the life of Donald R. 
Ford Sr., 83, who passed away on November 
1st, 2014. 

Donald was very active in community and 
youth programs throughout his lifetime. He 
earned his B.A. in 1953 from Bethany College, 
Cum Laude with Honors. While a student at 
Bethany College, he served as President of 
the Student Body and was elected Com-
mander of his chapter of the Sigma Nu Frater-
nity. Donald continued his education at the 
University of Michigan Law School where he 
received his J.D. degree in 1956. While at-
tending the University of Michigan Law 
School, he was a quarter finalist in the Camp-
bell Moot Court competition and was a mem-
ber of the Phi Alpha Delta Legal fraternity. 

After completing his education, Donald con-
tinued to use his natural and proven leader-
ship skills in the Warren community. For over 
fifteen years, Donald practiced law in Warren 
before assuming the position of Judge of the 
Warren Municipal Court in 1972. He was the 
first attorney and Judge from Trumbull County 
to serve on all four levels of the Ohio Judicial 
System, and also was Trumbull County’s long-
est serving jurist for over 35 years. Apart from 
his service to the city of Warren, Donald was 
an assistant Professor at the Trumbull Branch 
of Kent State University, where he taught 
courses in criminal law and criminal evidence 
for over twenty-eight years. For his out-
standing service and leadership, Donald re-
ceived many distinguished awards including 
Trumbull County Democratic Man of the Year, 
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Warren 
Urban League, and Ohio Elks Hall of Fame 
Award. 

Donald is survived by his wife of fifty-nine 
years Janet L. Ford; his son, John A. Ford; his 
daughter Leslie J. Ford; daughter Ann Ford 
and daughter-in-law Sharon Ford. He leaves 
seven grandchildren, Rory Ford, Devin Ford, 
Jaclyn Ford, Bryan Ford, David Ford, Zoe 
Crane and Cole Shepherd. He was preceded 
in death by his parents and son Donald R. 
Ford Jr. I am deeply saddened and I extend 
my condolences to his entire family. Trumbull 
County, the City of Warren, and the State of 
Ohio are much better places because of 
Donald’s leadership and selfless contributions. 
He and his service will never be forgotten. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MARVIN 
SCHACHTER 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Marvin Schachter of Pasadena, 
California, upon receiving the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) of Southern California 
Bill of Rights Award. 

Born on May 17, 1924, Marvin grew up in 
Brooklyn during the Great Depression as the 
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youngest of four children. The hard-hitting 
Great Depression years had enormous influ-
ence in determining Marvin’s life direction. At 
the young age of 15, he became involved in 
student activism and joined the national board 
of the American Student Union, a progressive 
organization of college students known for its 
protests against militarism. In 1943, Marvin 
was drafted into the Army and served in mili-
tary intelligence until February, 1946 when he 
was discharged. Shortly after his discharge, 
he received his bachelor’s degree at Brooklyn 
College, married Doris Donnally and began his 
graduate work in economics at Columbia Uni-
versity. During this time, he was actively in-
volved in the civil rights movement organizing 
marches and establishing statewide student 
organizations against segregationist laws. He 
completed his master’s degree in economics 
at the University of Colorado, and in 1951, he 
was admitted as a graduate student at Cam-
bridge University, England. 

When Marvin returned to the United States 
as a trained economist, he wanted to pursue 
a career in academia, but was prevented from 
doing so due to unwarranted concern over his 
history of student activism. He became a mar-
ket researcher for Hallicrafters, a company 
that specialized in constructing electronic 
equipment for the Air Force, but was let go 
when an executive learned of his activism in 
leftist organizations. This turn of events led 
Marvin to go into retail and merchandising. 

In 1954, tragically, his wife Doris passed 
away. In 1956, Marvin met and married Esther 
Adler. The Schachters moved to Los Angeles 
for Marvin to take a job offer by the Mays De-
partment Stores Company. At that time, 
Marvin joined the American Friends Service 
Committee in Pasadena and the ACLU’s 
board of directors. He became president of the 
ACLU of Southern California, and served on 
the national board for 17 years. In the 1980s, 
Mr. Schachter hosted a weekly radio program 
on domestic and foreign policy issues on 
KPFK, and became one of the founders of the 
Pasadena Weekly, for which he continues to 
write an occasional column. Marvin left a suc-
cessful retail career to establish a real estate 
business, but continued his social and political 
work. He was the Vice Chair of the Interfaith 
Center to Reverse the Arms Race, a leader in 
the California nuclear freeze movement, and 
chaired a steering committee that organized 
and united California’s disabled communities. 

In the 1990s, Marvin expanded his volunteer 
service to include the senior community, serv-
ing as a Governor’s appointee to the California 
Commission on Aging, chair of the Senior Ad-
vocacy Council of Pasadena, and President of 
the L.A. County Agency on Aging Advisory 
Council. Recently, he has worked with the 
International Criminal Court Alliance, the 
United Nations Association, the California 
Commission on Aging, and the Center for 
Healthcare Rights, among many other organi-
zations. He is also documenting his life 
through the Pasadena Historical Society’s Oral 
History Project. Marvin and Esther have two 
daughters, Pamela and Amanda, and two 
grandchildren, Emma and Max. 

I ask that all Members of Congress please 
join me in recognizing the extraordinary life-
time contributions of Marvin Schachter, a true 
guardian of our civil liberties. 

NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAMS 
REAUTHORIZATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for H.R. 5266, the reau-
thorization of the National Estuary Program 
(NEP). 

The 33rd Congressional District, which I 
represent, includes the Santa Monica Bay, an 
estuary that includes some of the most iconic 
coastline in the nation. In 1988, the State of 
California and the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) established the Santa Monica 
Bay Restoration Project as a National Estuary 
Program under the Clean Water Act. Estu-
aries, protected and restored by funding from 
the National Estuary Program, are some of the 
most productive habitats on earth. Unfortu-
nately, due to population growth across the 
coastline, these estuaries are increasingly 
under threat from pollution and environmental 
degradation. 

Luckily, the Santa Monica Bay Restoration 
Commission (SMBRC) is working to protect its 
vital resources. Through an action plan called 
the Bay Restoration Plan, the Commission 
and its partners are working to improve the 
environmental health of the Santa Monica Bay 
and its surroundings by improving water qual-
ity, restoring damaged habitats and conserving 
natural and marine resources. 

The reauthorization of the National Estu-
aries Program under H.R. 5266 is essential to 
helping safeguard the ecological and eco-
nomic viability of our nation’s estuaries. This 
legislation will direct more money to our na-
tion’s estuaries while reducing overall author-
ization levels by reducing administrative costs 
at EPA and designating money to National Es-
tuary Programs. 

Since 1987, the establishment of the Na-
tional Estuaries Program has allowed us to 
identify and help preserve 28 different water-
sheds. These watersheds are essential to the 
future of our nation’s coastlines. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5266 to protect our 
coastal ecology for generations to come. 

f 

APPROVAL OF THE KEYSTONE XL 
PIPELINE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 14, 2014 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this is the 
eighth time that the House has voted to ap-
prove Keystone and short circuit the review 
process, and I have opposed it each time. 
Continuing this pattern is not helpful or a good 
use of our time. 

My position has long been clear: there is a 
legal and regulatory process that the Adminis-
tration is currently following to determine if this 
pipeline is in the interest of the American peo-
ple. 

It is important to consider the environmental 
impact that this pipeline may have, including a 
potential direct increase in the energy-inten-

sive extraction of tar sands oil. It is also impor-
tant to consider the impacts to local commu-
nities where this pipeline would be built as 
well as threats to the water supply. Oil from 
the tar sands continues to reach American re-
fineries. 

We should do the analysis of this pipeline 
right, and wait for it to finish. Most importantly, 
we should focus on long-term, sustainable so-
lutions to meet our nation’s future energy 
needs, lower our carbon emissions and make 
our communities more resilient to a changing 
climate. 

If I had been present for the vote, I would 
have voted no. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO 1SG. GERALD B. 
WRIGHT (RET.) ON HIS INDUC-
TION INTO THE CONNECTICUT 
VETERANS HALL OF FAME 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 17, 2014 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, in America’s 
veterans we regularly see many of the most 
prized attributes of American spirit. Our men 
and women in uniform are frequently called 
upon to create innovative solutions to complex 
problems in the most dangerous of environ-
ments. Through such harrowing experiences, 
our veterans develop skills and knowledge 
that frequently lead them to find new ways to 
continue serving and supporting their commu-
nities long after they take off the uniform. Few 
exemplify these qualities more than First Ser-
geant Gerald B. Wright (Ret.), who will be in-
ducted into the Connecticut Veterans Hall of 
Fame next week. 

I have known Gerry for over 15 years, dur-
ing which time I have witnessed his dedication 
to service both in and out of uniform. A tire-
less advocate for service members, their fami-
lies and veterans from all branches and com-
ponents of our Armed Forces, Gerry’s advo-
cacy and devotion to those who have served 
demonstrates the qualities that make him a re-
vered member of his community, state and na-
tion. 

Gerry first enlisted in the U.S. Army in Octo-
ber 1968, and was deployed to Vietnam less 
than a year later. He served with the 19th 
Combat Engineers Battalion, 18th Engineering 
Brigade where he was responsible for road 
work, mine sweeps, security, and reconnais-
sance. In 1970, he was attached to the Sev-
enth Special Forces Group, before returning to 
the United States to attend Pathfinder School, 
becoming an expert in land navigation. 

After completing his second tour in Novem-
ber 1971, Gerry retired from active duty and 
returned to Connecticut to start his family and 
found his own business. Still fulfilling the call 
to serve, Gerry joined the Connecticut Army 
National Guard, with whom he would serve for 
171⁄2 additional years, during which he was 
part of Operation Desert Storm, and also led 
soldiers from Connecticut to Southern Cali-
fornia to assist in constructing fencing and ob-
stacles at our nation’s border. There, he was 
commended by his commander for being the 
first rotation to not have a single heat or acci-
dent casualty due to the extreme temperatures 
of the region. 

Gerry’s care for his comrades and brothers- 
in-arms has not shown the slightest signs of 
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