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working on all local functions and events. I am 
proud to congratulate Palma Yanni on being 
named UNICO’s Lady of the Year, and thank 
her for her decades of leadership and selfless 
dedication to serving others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NICK J. MANCE 

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the dedicated community service of Mr. Nick 
J. Mance as he marks his 20th anniversary as 
a Trustee for Southwestern Illinois College. 

Mr. Mance was elected to then Belleville 
Area College’s Board of Trustees in 1993 and 
has been continuously re-elected since that 
time. His fellow Board members chose him to 
serve as the Board’s Chair in 2001 and have 
re-elected him to this post each year since. In 
addition to his many duties as Board Chair, 
Mr. Mance works enthusiastically with the ad-
ministration, faculty, and staff on the Facilities 
and Finance and the Planning and Policy 
Committees and the Strategic Planning Coun-
cil, and has served on all of the Board’s stand-
ing committees. Also, he has served as the Il-
linois Community College Trustee Associa-
tion’s Regional Chair and is an ex-officio 
member of the Southwestern Illinois College 
Foundation Board of Directors. 

Mr. Mance is a certified public accountant 
and a partner in The Mance Leahy Group ac-
counting firm in Columbia, Illinois. He helped 
found the company in 1991 with his partner, 
one employee and only one client. After 22 
years in business, the firm has numerous em-
ployees and more than 1,000 clients. 

As a Cahokia, Illinois resident, business 
owner, taxpayer, husband, father of three, 
grandfather of three, and past Chair of the 
Cahokia School District No. 187 Board, Mr. 
Mance chose to pursue a seat on the South-
western Illinois College Board because he be-
lieved he could help ensure access to quality 
education for area residents, contribute to the 
success of the community college, and con-
tribute to the success and growth of the 
Southwestern Illinois region. 

Mr. Mance has consistently and actively 
helped SWIC maintain its longstanding ac-
creditation with the Higher Learning Commis-
sion, and achieve model-institution recognition 
from the HLC for its Academic Quality Im-
provement Program initiatives and achieve-
ments by insisting on the highest academic 
standards and state-of-the-art classroom tech-
nology. 

During his longstanding service to the Board 
of Trustees, Mr. Mance has been a proponent 
of capital development projects, including the 
construction of the Information Sciences Build-
ing, Liberal Arts Complex, and Schmidt Art 
Center at the Belleville Campus, and exten-
sive expansions and renovations at the Red 
Bud and Sam Wolf Granite City campuses. 
Mr. Mance was one of the driving forces be-
hind renaming the institution Southwestern Illi-
nois College in 2000 to better reflect the col-
lege’s 2,100-square-mile district; and renaming 
the Granite City Campus, the Sam Wolf Gran-
ite City Campus, in 2007 in honor of fellow 
SWIC Trustee and longtime legislator Sam 
Wolf. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in an expression of appreciation to Mr. Nick J. 
Mance for his 20 years of service as a Trustee 
of Southwestern Illinois College and to wish 
him the very best in the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 12, I was unable to be present for the 
vote on H.R. 1513. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
32, I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 32 due 
to inclement weather which prevented me 
from traveling from Williamsport, PA to Wash-
ington, DC. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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CONGRATULATING MUSIC EDUCA-
TOR KENT KNAPPENBERGER 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Westfield Academy 
and Central School educator, Kent 
Knappenberger on receiving the Music Educa-
tor Grammy Award. Mr. Knappenberger, a 
middle school and high school music teacher 
in Westfield, New York, was recently an-
nounced as the inaugural winner of this pres-
tigious award. 

Mr. Knappenberger, who holds a Master’s 
Degree from the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, New York, accepted the award on 
January 25th in Los Angeles, California at the 
Special Merit Awards Ceremony & Nominees 
Reception with his wife, Nannette, and chil-
dren in attendance. Kent was selected from 
over 30,000 initial nominations from all 50 
States. 

The Music Educator Award was created this 
year to bring attention to the lasting impact 
that teachers can have on their students both 
in and out of the classroom. Mr. 
Knappenberger is a world-class example of an 
educator whose 25 years of experience has 
had profoundly positive impacts on students’ 
lives. In fact, Kent was nominated for this 
Grammy Award a total of three times—twice 
by former students and once by a former stu-
dent’s mother. This is a fitting example of the 
impact he has on the local community and his 
students’ lives. 

I once again congratulate Kent 
Knappenberger on receiving this Grammy 
Award and wish him continued success at 
Westfield Academy for many years to come. 

RECOGNIZING ILLINOIS’ 11TH 
DISTRICT FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize two intel-
ligent and distinguished students from my dis-
trict for receiving one of the most competitive 
merit-based grants in the world. 

The Fulbright Program, sponsored by the 
Department of State, Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs, is a prestigious inter-
national exchange program that serves to cul-
tivate knowledge and understanding between 
citizens of the United States and those across 
the globe. 

Since its creation in 1946, the program has 
funded graduate study, research and teaching 
endeavors for over a quarter of a million peo-
ple in 155 countries. 

After a rigorous selection process based on 
academic achievements and leadership poten-
tial, Ms. Natalie Cain, a native of Darien study-
ing at the University of Miami, and Mr. Mat-
thew Ropp, a native of Oswego studying at 
Northern Illinois University, were selected for 
this prestigious program, where they will con-
tinue their studies in the fields of public health 
and English, respectively. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing and celebrating the achieve-
ments of these two individuals and I wish 
them the best of luck in all of their future en-
deavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING POLICE OFFICER 
JASON WELLS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize police officer Jason Wells of 
Pearland, Texas. On October 24, 2013 Officer 
Wells was involved in a severe off-duty motor-
cycle accident. This accident left Officer Wells 
with several broken bones, and his left leg had 
to be amputated below the knee. Officer Wells 
is a single father to two young children, and 
previously protected our Nation honorably as a 
Marine. 

Officer Wells still has a long road to recov-
ery ahead of him. I’m pleased to be part of a 
community that has rallied to support him by 
hosting benefits for this hero. The proceeds 
will help fund Officer Wells’ rehabilitation and 
the prosthetic limb he needs to get back on 
patrol. Every day in communities across Amer-
ica, police officers risk their lives to keep us 
safe. On behalf of all residents of the Twenty- 
Second Congressional District of Texas, I am 
honored to recognize Officer Wells. Our com-
munity is proud of Officer Wells for his service 
to protect Pearland, Texas and our nation. We 
wish him the best in his recovery. 
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MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS 

ALLOWABLE USE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 3, 2014 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 
1791, the ‘‘Medical Preparedness Allowable 
Use Act’’, but I have serious concerns about 
this legislation and its overlap with the policies 
appropriately established in the Pandemic and 
All-Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA). 

Of course, we all agree that it is important 
for states, territories, tribes, and high-risk 
urban areas to be prepared for possible acts 
of terrorism. And we also agree that medical 
preparedness and related activities are an im-
portant part of this. 

However, I worry that this bill may result in 
duplicative and uncoordinated efforts across 
the government. 

The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices (HHS) is the lead federal entity on the 
public health and medical response to public 
health emergencies and incidents, including 
bioterrorist attacks. Specifically, this bill con-
flicts with HHS’s authority under PAHPA. Leg-
islation reauthorizing the PAHPA authorities at 
HHS was passed on an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan basis by the House and Senate and 
signed into law just last March. 

HHS already undertakes a number of activi-
ties related to enhancing medical prepared-
ness and medical surge capacity in States and 
cities. The Department also maintains a stock-
pile of countermeasures and other pharma-
ceutical supplies for terrorist attacks and other 
public health emergencies—which is managed 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, in consultation with the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). 

I believe the use of DHS grant funds for 
medical preparedness activities authorized in 
H.R. 1791 without any consultation require-
ment or acknowledgement of HHS’s role in 
public health and medical response efforts is 
short-sighted. It has the potential to undermine 
HHS’s leadership and expertise on this impor-
tant issue and impede a unified federal re-
sponse to terrorist attacks. 

If my colleagues believe that there should 
be enhanced support of medical preparedness 
activities, I hope that we can work together to 
find a way to ensure coordination of efforts 
and preserve HHS’s important role. 

f 

CELEBRATING MS. JACKIE PEER, 
RECIPIENT OF THE 2014 WOMEN 
IN MANUFACTURING STEP 
AWARD 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate Ms. Jackie Peer, 
recipient of the 2014 STEP Award from the 
Manufacturing Institute. I am pleased to recog-
nize her contributions to Schweitzer Engineer-
ing Laboratories, Inc., her industry, her com-
munity in Eastern Washington, and our nation. 

Seeking to inspire the next generation of fe-
male talent, the STEP Award recognizes 

women in science, technology, engineering, 
and production roles who have made signifi-
cant achievements in manufacturing. 

Manufacturing is revitalizing our economy 
and making America strong. Investments in 
manufacturing, engineering, and science mul-
tiply across the economy, creating jobs and 
growth in other sectors. While today’s manu-
facturing industry, is competitive, high tech, 
safe, and working hard to encourage women 
into the field, manufacturers still have difficul-
ties finding the skilled workers they need. Part 
of this skills gap is due to the lack of women 
in the industry. While women make up 50 per-
cent of the U.S. workforce, they make up only 
24 percent of the manufacturing workforce. 
Passionate about developing the next genera-
tion of workers for the electric power industry, 
Ms. Peer is also working to encourage other 
women to enter the science, technology, and 
engineering industries. 

Ms. Peer joined Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories, Inc. (SEL) in 1996 as an applica-
tion engineer. During her career at SEL, she 
has managed the research and design of dis-
tribution relays and controls as well as time 
and communications products—significant and 
essential products used by electric utilities 
around the world. The developments and of-
ferings achieved under Ms. Peer’s leadership 
have resulted in reliability improvements to the 
electric power grid and have helped drive the 
growth of SEL’s U.S.-based manufacturing. 

Ms. Peer has also led technical marketing 
and regional sales and services teams within 
the company. Her passion for workforce devel-
opment led to her current role as the director 
of SEL. University, a department within SEL 
dedicated to training the next generation of 
power system engineers. She also recently 
started a group called Women in Engineering 
to help women at SEL foster collaboration, 
create dialogue around everyday topics and 
challenges and to provide mentorship and 
support. 

Ms. Peer is a senior member of the Society 
of Women Engineers as well as a member of 
IEEE, IEEE Women in Engineering (WiE), 
IEEE Women in Power (WiP), the American 
Society of Engineering Education (ASEE), and 
the American Marketing Association. She 
holds a bachelor’s of science in electrical engi-
neering from Washington State University. 

So today, I rise to acknowledge and thank 
Ms. Jackie Peer for her years of dedication 
and hard work. I also want to congratulate her 
for setting an example of professional excel-
lence and advocacy of women in manufac-
turing, as well as her commitment to Eastern 
Washington. 

f 

JOHN P. STANTON 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of a life of faithful service and 
dedication. 

John Patrick Stanton was the youngest of 
four children born to Irish immigrant parents in 
Philadelphia in 1928. After his graduation from 
high school, he entered the U.S. Navy serving 
in the Pacific Theater of World War II. 

Upon returning, he went to LaSalle Univer-
sity on the GI Bill and eventually married his 

wife of 63 years, Harriet—together they were 
parents to 12 children and 46 grandchildren. 

Aside from a large and loving family, Mr. 
Stanton leaves behind a legacy of compassion 
in the way of the Pro-Life Coalition of South-
eastern Pennsylvania and other pro-life 
groups. 

Mr. Stanton was a tireless advocate for the 
unborn and a recognizable site each week 
ministering to young mothers at women’s clin-
ics in the city. Through his commitment to his 
faith and his calling, he saved the lives of 
countless families and brought many others 
into religion. 

For his witness, Mr. Stanton was recognized 
with a number of awards and honors, and 
eventually would earn a master’s degree in re-
ligious education from St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary—ensuring that his teaching would 
continue. 

John P. Stanton passed away peacefully on 
January 31, 2014 at the age of 86. While he 
is gone, his service to his country, his commu-
nity, his family and his faith will remain. 

f 

CELEBRATING TEX AVERY 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the artistry and influence of Tex 
Avery. A leading innovator of a distinctly 
American form of popular culture, Avery cre-
ated iconic cartoon characters adored the 
world over by young and old alike and pio-
neered a new and lasting approach to ani-
mated storytelling. 

Avery, born in Taylor, TX in 1908, was a 
man of many gifts: animator, cartoonist, voice 
artist, director. A central figure during the 
Golden Age of Hollywood Animation (1935– 
55), his work was marked by speed, sarcasm, 
and irony. Collaborating with top shelf artists 
like Chuck Jones and legendary voice actors 
like Mel Blanc, Avery created Bugs Bunny, 
Daffy Duck, Droopy, and developed Porky Pig 
and Chilly Willy. Youngsters loved their car-
toons’ action and slapstick; grownups loved 
the sly dialogue and clever commentary. 

Avery’s artistry reflected the joy of a nation 
leading the world yet restlessly seeking new 
ways to express itself. He wasn’t afraid to in-
novate and regularly pushed the boundaries of 
the cartoon form. His characters would speak 
directly to the audience, object to the plot of 
the adventure they were starring in, or leap 
out of the end credits. Yet Avery understood 
that cartoons had to be more than just ani-
mated hijinx featuring colorful characters. A 
lifelong perfectionist, he would add or cut 
frames out of the final negative of a cartoon 
short if he felt a gag’s timing was not precise. 

Avery’s importance to animation cannot be 
overstated. He saw things differently, changed 
them, and pushed the art of cartoons forward. 
His impact is as permanent as the characters 
he created are beloved. 

Tex Avery’s tremendous legacy will be hon-
ored February 22, 2014 by the Taylor, TX 
Conservation and Heritage Society with a me-
morial being placed in Heritage Square. I join 
all who appreciate fearless innovators in cele-
brating his enormous contributions to anima-
tion and American culture. 
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