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humane and democratic world that is gov-
erned by the rule of law. | welcome them to
this cause and wish them a safe and peaceful
journey.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF WALNUT
CREEK

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to recognize and celebrate the
100th anniversary of the incorporation of Wal-
nut Creek, California.

Walnut Creek is a vibrant city within the
boundaries of my 11th Congressional District
in Contra Costa County. Once a small rural
town, east of San Francisco, Walnut Creek
has evolved into a beautiful city with plenty of
open space and the reputation as a regional
destination for shopping and fine dining.

Walnut Creek began as the home to four
tribes of the Bay Miwok: the Chupcans, in the
northern part of the Diablo Valley; the
Saclans, in present day Lafayette as well as in
smaller valleys of the east bay hills; the
Volvon, in areas surrounding Mount Diablo
and Marsh Creek; and the Tatcans along the
San Ramon Creek. The region’s history was
first recorded in 1772 when Spanish explorer
Captain Pedro Fages led the first group of ex-
plorers into the Contra Costa County. The
area began seeing an increase in settlement
following the Mexican Revolution in 1821. In
1834 Mexico encouraged settlement in its new
territory and as a result, four large land grants
were made available. In 1849 the first Amer-
ican settler arrived and built a cabin in an area
called Rancho Arroyo de las Nueces vy
Bolbones, one of the original 4 land grants.
Americans called this area “Nuts Creek” due
to the many walnut trees and creeks that were
in the region.

Following the Mexican-American War, Cali-
fornia became a U.S. Territory and subse-
quently gained statehood in 1850. As the area
grew, commercial structures were built includ-
ing, a hotel, general store, a blacksmith shop,
and a meat market. Twelve years later with
the establishment of the U.S. Post Office the
community was officially named “Walnut
Creek”.

As years passed Walnut Creek continued to
grow. In 1871, a plan to build a school failed
for lack of funding, so the residents took the
initiative to tax themselves $15.00 and Walnut
Creek Central School was built. This tradition
of valuing education remains as strong today
as evidenced by Walnut Creek’s exceptional
elementary, middle and high school programs.

Residents continue to generously support
the schools with their time, talent and their
money to ensure a bright future for all of their
children.

The City of Walnut Creek was officially in-
corporated on October 21, 1914 making it the
eighth city in Contra Costa County. Originally
a small town comprised of 500 acres, Walnut
Creek now covers almost 20 square miles.

In 1951 Walnut Creek entered its modern
era of commercial growth. Broadway Plaza
opened with 38 shops. The ’50s also saw the
first population boom for the region as total
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population soared from 2,460 in 1950 to 9,903
in 1960 and 39,844 in 1970. On May 25 of
1976 across the street from Broadway Plaza,
Liberty Bell Plaza was dedicated to the na-
tion’s bicentennial by former President Gerald
Ford. Walnut Creek has continued to experi-
ence rapid growth and today is the home to
over 64,000 people.

While Walnut Creek is no longer a small
town it still boasts of the most open space per
capita than any other community in the entire
state of California, bringing together the com-
fort and excitement of city life while still maxi-
mizing the conservation of the surrounding en-
vironment. Today with its vast expanse of
open space combined with a Mediterranean
climate, sweeping views of nearby Mount Dia-
blo, and diversity of flora, Walnut Creek has
been established as one of California’s most
picturesque and charming communities. It is a
thriving city with a colorful history and a very
bright future.

| ask my colleagues to join with me today in
celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Walnut
Creek’s incorporation and in wishing the resi-
dents another century of continued prosperity.

RECOGNIZING PREGNANCY RE-
SOURCE CENTER OF SAINT
CLOUD ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Pregnancy Re-
source Center (PRC) in Saint Cloud, Min-
nesota for 25 years of serving men and
women in the greater Saint Cloud area.

PRC, through the hard work of their li-
censed medical team and volunteers, offers
free and confidential pregnancy tests and
screening for sexually transmitted diseases. In
addition, PRC provides medical information
and counseling, enabling patients to consider
all their options before making decisions.

The chosen theme to mark this milestone is
“Together for Life,” which pays homage to
both their pro-life values and the fact that they
are “all in this ministry together for life.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body join with me in
thanking everyone at PRC for their efforts and
the services they have provided to countless
men and women over the past 25 years. May
they continue far into the future.

—

FEDERAL OVER-REGULATION AND
THE CASE OF COUNTRY MEATS

HON. RICHARD B. NUGENT

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
draw the collective attention of the House to
an unfortunate case of federal over-regulation
and the consequences to a small business in
my district. In Ocala, Florida, we have a small
family business that has produced and distrib-
uted snacks to schools across the country for
more than three decades. Country Meats
makes a pork-based snack that is common to
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student fundraisers and the proceeds of its
sale in public schools over that time have net-
ted more than $30 million in support of march-
ing bands, athletic teams and academic clubs
nation-wide.

New standards established under the
Healthy Hunger-Free Kid Act would prohibit
the sale of anything in schools that cannot
meet the nutrition standards. A well inten-
tioned policy, but one that when rigidly en-
forced, excludes: cheese, milk, nuts and the
snacks made by Country Meats. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture applied common sense to
offering exemptions for each of those items
and their many variations, but not to the small
family business in my district.

Country Meats is not an international busi-
ness that can pool resources into a common
interest of a multi-billion dollar industry to
make its concerns heard in Washington. Its
twenty employees in Ocala, whose jobs will be
lost as collateral damage to federal overreach.
This company does not have the clout to edu-
cate each state legislature on how to file ex-
emptions with the Department of Agriculture. It
needs to do that in order to continue fund-
raisers that have been a mainstay in schools
dating back to 1978. Instead, Country Meats
will be added to the list of small businesses
that lost their income because of obtuse fed-
eral regulation.

————

TRIBUTE TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY’S
RECIPIENTS OF OPERATION REC-
OGNITION

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to a group of individ-
uals—heroes—who are receiving the recogni-
tion and honor they deserve for their service
to our country. Operation Recognition is oper-
ated by the Riverside County Office of Edu-
cation with assistance from the Riverside
County Department of Veterans’ Services. The
program awards high school diplomas to vet-
erans who missed completing high school due
to military service in World War |l, the Korean
War, or the Vietnam War, or for those who
were interned in WWII Japanese-American re-
location camps.

A recognition ceremony was held on No-
vember 12, 2014, for the following individuals
who received their high school diplomas
through Operation Recognition:

Salvatore Joseph Amata; Joe Aviles; Gerald
L. Blokzyl; Gary Howard Crone; Manuel R.
Espudo; Phillip A. Klock; Henry J. LaPointe;
Steven Phillip Netter; Joe Earl Pruett, Rudolfo
B. Ramirez; Adam Henry Ruelas; Juan
Serrano; Muhammad Shamsid-Deen; TL
Shelton; Philip W. Walker; Robert S. Wible
and George L. Zankl.

Our country owes a debt of gratitude to all
the above recipients for their service and sac-
rifice. | salute all of these individuals and con-
gratulate them on receiving their high school
diploma.
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HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
due to operational difficulties of the flight I in-
tended to take, | was unable to be present for
the vote taken on Wednesday, November 12.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes”
on rolicall vote number 516, regarding H.R.
4194.

HONORING ROBERT W. BOGLE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor my friend, Bob W. Bogle,
as he receives the Outstanding Community
Leader Award from the Friends of Labor Com-
mittee of Laborers’ Local 332. Bob is the
chairman, president, and CEO of The Phila-
delphia Tribune.

Bob is chairman of the Hospitals and Higher
Education Facilities Authority of Philadelphia,
and also serves as the Mayor of Philadelphia’s
appointee on the Independence Blue Cross
Board. Bob is also chairman of the Council of
Trustees at Cheyney University, his alma
mater, and serves on a number of boards, in-
cluding the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce and the Philadelphia Convention
and Visitors Bureau. Additionally, he was ap-
pointed by President George W. Bush to serve
as member of the National Museum of African
American History and Culture Commission.

The Philadelphia Tribune is America’s oldest
and Greater Philadelphia’s largest audited
paper primarily serving the African-American
community. Before assuming his present posi-
tion, Bob held other high-level positions at the
newspaper, including director of advertising,
director of marketing, and executive vice presi-
dent. The magazine has been honored at
least five times by the National Newspaper
Publisher's Association, a trade association of
205 Black-owned newspapers across the
country.

| invite you and all of my colleagues to join
me in commemorating my friend Bob’s accom-
plishment and his dedication to the city of
Philadelphia, the birthplace of America.

———
CONGRATULATING THE FESTUS
HIGH SCHOOL  BOYS CROSS

COUNTRY TEAM

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Festus High School Boys Cross
Country Team for winning the Class 3 Mis-
souri State Championship.

| ask that you join me in recognizing the
Festus Tigers for a job well done.
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SPEECH BY ROBERT GHAZOOL

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share a speech given by one of my constitu-
ents, Robert Ghazool of Huntington, NY, when
he introduced me during my visit to St. Peter’s
Syriac Orthodox Church. It was a pleasure
working with Mr. Ghazool in setting up my visit
to the church.

““The persecution of Christians and other
religious minorities in the Middle East is an
affront to human rights and cannot be al-
lowed to endure. We must stand with this
community and stand up against this vio-
lence’.

This quote was sent to me by Congressman
Israel and read during our rally for our
brethren in front of the United Nations.

Congressman, as in the rally in front of the
United Nations, our church has been at the
center of a movement that has taken on life
both here and abroad. Genocide is occurring
and many Christians of the world can no
longer be on the sidelines of history and see
it happen. As we all know this genocide did
not begin in June and July as the ISIS thugs
poured in from neighboring Syria. This was
the culmination, a last straw if you will, in
what has been happening to the Christians in
Iraq since 2003. For the sake of time, instead
of giving you an exact timeline here is an
overview of what our brethren have endured.

They have endured over 60 church bomb-
ings, countless kidnappings and executions,
our priests being killed, the massacre of the
church of Sayidat Al Najat, the ethnic
cleansing in Dora, which was once called the
Vatican of Baghdad for the amount of
churches and Christians that lived there, our
Archbishops being killed in Iraq and taken
hostage in Syria. Due to all this most of the
Christians of Iraq have fled the persecution
they endured, and what was once a popu-
lation of 1.5 million is now estimated to be
500,000.

In the last few years, the perils of the
Christians of Iraq are now being faced by our
brethren in Syria. The Christians of the Mid-
dle East are now in a precarious situation of
failed nation states that cannot or will not
come to the aide of the minorities being per-
secuted, democratic elections being held
only to see Islamists coming into power as
we saw with Hamas in Gaza and the Islamic
Brotherhood in Egypt. The void left by lack
of strong central governments has unfortu-
nately been filled by groups like Al-Qaeda,
Al-Nusra, ISIS, and Khorasan just to name a
few.

Now we come to the events that have
brought us here today. ISIS came in with
their black flag of hate and ignorance into
Mosul and the Nineveh plains in late June.
The ultimatum was clear—leave, convert or
the only thing left for you is death by the
sword. The conclusion for ISIS was simple;
these people would simply lie over and con-
vert to their brand of Satanic Islam. This
would show the world how weak Christianity
is and how powerful the Islamic State has
become. I am so proud to tell you how wrong
they were.

Even after the thugs of ISIS branded the
homes of the Christians with the Arabic N
which means Nazarene, none converted and
after vicious threats and attacks and with
minutes numbered they fled north to first
the Nineveh Plains and then farther north
with nothing more than the clothes on their
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back. Everything was confiscated, deeds to
their houses taken, IDs burnt, anything of
value even down to a mere wedding band
taken. Some walked countless miles when
their cars were taken on the border of Mosul,
others were beaten and unfortunately many
were killed.

All of them no matter what the cir-
cumstance said with one voice NO. NO, we
will not convert, no we will not pay a Jizya,
and if you kill us, we will be with a full heart
knowing that we died for our Lord and Sav-
ior. You see my brethren these last souls
were and are the bravest of our brave. They
were the ones that no matter what the cir-
cumstance stayed to preserve our heritage,
our language, our culture, and my God prob-
ably the last chance of civility in a land that
frankly has little of it. Our Savior told us to
leave everything and follow him. Our breth-
ren in Nineveh have reminded us all what it
is to be a true Christian. They are the mod-
ern day bearers of the cross, like our fore-
fathers who themselves carried the cross as
in 1890 Dierbekkar and the Christian Geno-
cide of 1915. We cannot let their sacrifice go
in vain. For if we do, we lose the voice of
moderation that the Christians have always
had in that region. We lose the teachers that
taught literacy to the people that came after
us. We lose a part of Judea-Christian History
that once lost will be difficult to find once
again. Today for the first time in over 1600
years no Christians are in Mosul. The sounds
of the church bells are replaced by the
sounds of war, our crosses, statues and signs
of peace and love in the 45 Church facilities
taken over by ISIS, now replaced by their
black flag of hate, death and destruction. We
are the indigenous people of that land and we
deserve and want better.

Congressman Israel you have been a leader
in Congress when it comes to issues of
human rights and religious equality. You
were influential in the response and letters
about Darfur. You sit on the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Council, and were quick to stand
with us and acknowledge what was tran-
spiring to the minorities of Iraq and Syria as
was evident in your statement that was read
in front of the UN. You have visited Iraq and
Afghanistan nine times which puts you in a
unique position to be our voice in Congress.
Our people are in harm’s way, they have en-
dured more than any people should and we
need your help.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the
great sacrifice that our Armed Forces are en-
during to bring the fight to ISIS. Their her-
oism makes us all proud to be Americans.
Our thoughts and prayers are with them and
for the families of the four American and
British citizens that have been beheaded by
theses cowardice vultures.

Without further ado, on behalf of Reverend
FR. Gabriel Adde, the board of trustees, and
the congregation of St. Peter’s Church please
help me in welcoming the Honorable Con-
gressman Steve Israel.

———

RECOGNIZING THE DE LA SALLE
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PRO-
GRAM

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 14, 2014

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to recognize the outstanding
record of a remarkable high school football
program and Mr. Bob Ladouceur, the coach
who, for 34 years, brought out the very best
in his players both on and off the field. Under
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