November 12, 2014

IN RECOGNITION OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA'S (TAIWAN) 103RD
NATIONAL DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased to recognize Taiwan’s 103rd Na-
tional Day on October 10, 2014. This event
marks the anniversary of the 1911 uprising
that led to the establishment of the Republic of
China.

As my colleagues know, the U.S.-Taiwan re-
lationship is a warm one, cemented by our
shared commitments to democracy and free
enterprise. This stands in contrast to Taiwan’s
unique political status in the international com-
munity, which too often leaves it shut out of
the world’s deliberations. All across the globe
today, we see new and emerging threats of
rare complexity, the solutions to which would
benefit greatly from Taiwan’s participation at
the negotiating table.

| ask that my colleagues join me in redou-
bling our efforts to secure meaningful partici-
pation, wherever possible, for Taiwan in the
work of international and multilateral organiza-
tions. As we work toward that end, | once
again join my colleagues in wishing our Tai-
wanese friends all the best as they commemo-
rate this momentous day.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. AHMED
MAZAHERI

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today, |
would like to proudly acknowledge the many
accomplishments of Ahmed Mazaheri, M.D.
and his contributions to the local and global
community. He recently was recognized by
Rotary Club International and the Rotary Club
of Doylestown with its “50 Years of Service
Award.” Dr. Mazaheri retired from medical
practice in 1994 and, with his generous spirit,
devoted his time to community and inter-
national service, particularly through the Ro-
tary Club of Doylestown and service on var-
ious county health and educational associa-
tions. Dr. Mazaheri, a native of Iran, left his
country at age 18 to study medicine at the
University of Bonn and the University of Lon-
don and later, medical residencies at George-
town University and Pennsylvania Hospital.
Prior to 1961, he was a medical liaison for the
U.S. Army in Germany. We sincerely con-
gratulate him for selfless dedication and devo-
tion to the health and well-being of the greater
community and grateful that he has reached
out to so many others. In so doing, Dr.
Mazaheri has set an outstanding example for
others to follow.
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CELEBRATING VIVIAN L. WOOD
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the extraordinary service of
Williamson County Treasurer Vivian L. Wood
as she begins the next exciting chapter of her
life. Recognizing the importance of allowing a
new generation of leaders a chance to make
a positive impact, Vivian is stepping down
from her two decades of dedication to making
Williamson County a great place to live and
work.

Under Vivian’s stewardship, Williamson
County has enjoyed tremendous population
and job growth while the rest of the nation
was still recovering from recent economic
challenges. As the fastest growing county in
the USA from 2010 through 2012, Williamson
County is home to Dell Computers, cutting
edge medical centers, and thriving small busi-
nesses. Vivian’s forward-thinking financial
management has been critical to the county’s
continuing success.

Widely admired and respected for her lead-
ership, Vivian has been a treasurer both her
colleagues and constituents could rely upon.
Her commitment to public service doesn’t end
when she leaves the office. Vivian has served
in all offices of the County Treasurers Asso-
ciation of Texas since 1996 and has received
numerous awards for her dedication to excel-
lence.

Vivian’s extraordinary commitment to serv-
ice reflects the best values of Central Texas.
She’s positively impacted the lives of thou-
sands and there’s no doubt that Williamson
County is a better place because of her.

Retirement is to be celebrated and enjoyed.
It is not the end of a career, but rather the be-
ginning of a new adventure. | commend Vivian
Wood for her selfless service to her beloved
community and wish her only the best in the
years ahead.

———————

RECOGNIZING SAVE MART
SUPERMARKETS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Save Mart Super-
markets, who will be inducted as a member of
the Stanislaus County Ag Hall of Fame’s “Leg-
ends in Agriculture” during a ceremony in Mo-
desto, California, on November 13, 2014.

Save Mart Supermarkets, a California cor-
poration, owns and operates 221 stores in
Northern and Central California and Northern
Nevada under the Save Mart, S-Mart Foods,
Lucky, and FoodMaxx banners. A privately-
owned retail food company, it is sustained by
a familial corporate culture. The company has
always believed in supporting local suppliers
and producers, and is actively engaged with
the charities and causes of the communities
where its stores do business.

Their long history began when the first Save
Mart opened in Modesto, California on Janu-
ary 17, 1952. Over the next four decades,
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many changes took place. Long known for in-
novation, Save Mart was one of the first su-
permarkets to offer customers pre-packaged
meats, yard and garden supplies, plants,
fresh-cut flowers and gift items, all creative
concepts for the 1950s, and relatively unheard
of for the area until Save Mart introduced
them. In 1984, major growth occurred for Save
Mart Supermarkets with the opening of eight
new stores and a new partnership established
to produce Sunnyside Farms dairy products.
The company expanded throughout the 1980s
including the acquisition of twenty-seven Fry’s
supermarkets located in the East Bay area in
1989; 1997 saw the acquisition of 10 Lucky
stores in the Central Valley.

With their success, the company developed
its own warehouse concept under the name
FoodMaxx, which it owns independently. In
2003, Save Mart Supermarkets acquired 25
Food 4 Less stores and rebranded them
FoodMaxx. The FoodMaxx division is now 50
stores strong.

Still growing, in 2007 Save Mart Super-
markets acquired Albertsons stores in the
Metro Sacramento area, San Francisco Bay
Area, and Northern Nevada, and converted
them to Lucky and Save Mart stores. Today,
the company operates stores throughout the
Central Valley, San Francisco Bay Area, and
Northern Nevada.

Save Mart Supermarkets is committed to
being a responsible corporate citizen—con-
ducting business ethically and giving back to
the communities that it serves. The company
has partnered with a number of organizations
and established giving programs that can de-
liver both tangible and intangible benefits to
the communities served by Save Mart Super-
markets’ stores. Some of the partners include
American Heart Association, City of Hope,
Children’s Hospitals: Madera, Oakland, San
Francisco, and Sacramento and local food
banks.

One event that the company has made its
own is the Toyota/Save Mart 350. Ranked as
one of the top ten annual NASCAR races by
Maxim magazine, the Toyota/Save Mart 350 is
a NASCAR Sprint Cup Series event held
every year in June at Sonoma Raceway. Save
Mart Supermarkets has sponsored this race
since 1989, when it attracted only 20,000
spectators. The annual event now draws a
crowd of approximately 110,000 and raises
money for the company’s charities and Save
Mart CARES.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in praising
Save Mart Supermarkets for their significant
contributions to agriculture and to the people
of our local community.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. LARRY
SCHMITZER

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to proudly acknowledge the many
accomplishments of Dr. Larry Schmitzer and
his legacy of kindness and commitment to the
well-being of others. Prior to serving individ-
uals and families in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, Dr. Schmitzer served our country as a
flight surgeon in Vietnam.
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Dr. Schmitzer started his medical practice
along with Dr. Mark Radbill. As their practice
grew, they saw the need to expand in order to
better serve our community. Along with other
individuals, Drs. Schmitzer and Radbill helped
establish the Delaware Valley Medical Center.
Eventually, the organization joined Aria and is
now known as Aria Health-Bucks County.

Although an esteemed medical practitioner,
the hallmark of Dr. Schmitzer’s career was his
effort to form the Warminster Chapter of
Gilda’s Club. Dr. Schmitzer was among the 12
original founders and deemed the driving
force. Named after comedian Gilda Radner
who died from ovarian cancer in 1989, the or-
ganization provides emotional and social sup-
port for people living with cancer and the fami-
lies that love them. They have been particu-
larly attentive to the needs of children im-
pacted by family members battling this horrible
disease.

On behalf of the constituents of Pennsylva-
nia’'s 8th Congressional District, | offer Dr.
Schmitzer my gratitude for a career marked
with selfless dedication and compassion for
our friends, neighbors and loved ones. Thank
you, Dr. Schmitzer.

GAETANO ARMANDO FORMICA
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Gaetano Armando Formica who
selflessly served as a U.S. Army soldier during
World War Il and is celebrating his 100th birth-
day. His family and friends will join together
this Sunday to celebrate and wish him contin-
ued health, happiness, and prosperity.

Gaetano Armando Formica, also known as
Al, was born September 4, 1914. Al worked in
the family bakery and then went on to work for
Federal Leather. With his experience there, Al
eventually went on to open his own shop
where he recovered chairs and furniture.

Al married his wife Anna in 1943. Soon
thereafter, he was drafted into the Army and
served in several European countries during
World War Il. His services in World War Il de-
serve special recognition.

Al was on Utah Beach, the westernmost
part of the Allied landing beach on D-Day, the
Invasion of Normandy. He also fought in the
Battle of the Bulge toward the end of World
War Il

Al helped to liberate the Buchenwald Con-
centration Camp. It was one of the first and
largest concentration camps on German soil
where over 55,000 innocent souls lost their
lives. Today, the remains of Buchenwald serve
as a memorial and permanent exhibition and
museum.

Al returned to civilian life after being injured
during the war. For many years, he served as
commander in the Disabled American Vet-
erans Post 38. He was also the Grand Mar-
shall in the Memorial Parade in 2009.

Al and his wife Anna have been blessed
with three children, Armand, Gary, and Ro-
berta as well as six grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. Sadly, his son Gary was
killed in 1970 while serving his nation in the
Vietnam War. Truly the Formica family has
given of itself in service of our great nation.
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Al and Anna currently reside in Bloomfield,
NJ. Al keeps busy with gardening work, play-
ing the guitar, and cooking. He also takes care
of Anna who is wheelchair bound.

As his friend, | am very pleased to have the
great fortune of being able to honor such a
marvelous member of our community. | sin-
cerely wish Mr. Gaetano Armando Formica
and his entire family the best.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
the services of individuals like Mr. Gaetano
Armando Formica.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mr. Formica’s family, friends, and all
those whose lives he has touched, and me, in
recognizing Gaetano Armando Formica for
one hundred years of life dedicated to family
and nation.

———

HONORING FRANCHESTER
COLEMAN EASON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Mrs.
Franchester Coleman Eason, who is the
owner of Franchester’'s Salon.

Franchester was born January 3, 1969 to
the late Eddie and Henrietta Coleman. She
along with her 13 siblings was raised south of
Rolling Fork, MS in a small rural community
called Edgermount. Franchester is a graduate
of Rolling Fork High School and holds an AA
degree from Hinds Community College in the
field of Cosmetology. She has worked as a
cosmetologist since earning a license from the
MS State Board of Cosmetology in 1990.

Franchester began her career working for
the late Minnie Pearl Brown at the Rolling
Fork Beauty Charm. After working at Rolling
Fork Beauty Charm for several years
Franchester decided to work for Lee’s Hair
Care, for the late Mrs. Letha Lee. Upon the
passing of Mrs. Lee, Franchester managed
the shop as her own for many years. In 2009
she and her husband, Frank, were blessed
with the opportunity to buy the business. The
beauty shop is now called Franchester's Salon
and is located at 153 North 2nd Street; opens
at 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., Tuesday thru Fri-
day. Franchester's Salon offers a wide variety
of hair care techniques.

Franchester is a member of the National
Beautician Association. She is also a member
of Mt. Ollie M. B. Church in Edgermount.

Franchester and her husband, Frank, are
the proud parents of Catina, Mariesha, Jeremy
and Frank Ill.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Franchester Coleman
Eason for giving back to the community in
which she was born and reared.

November 12, 2014
HONORING VINCE CALLAHAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Virginia Delegate Vincent F. Callahan,
Jr., who passed away on September 20th,
2014, at the Virginia Hospital Center in Arling-
ton, Virginia.

Vince represented Virginia’s 34th District in
the Virginia General Assembly for nearly four
decades. During his tenure on the Appropria-
tions Committee, he worked tirelessly on im-
portant regional projects for his constituents in
McLean and Arlington. He was always willing
to work across the aisle to find compromise
and get things done.

Vince’s many legislative accomplishments
include supporting the growth of George
Mason University and the Dulles Corridor, as
well as securing state funds for public spaces,
like Wolf Trap. The northern Virginia we know
today would not exist if it were not for Vince
and his outstanding statesmanship in the Vir-
ginia General Assembly. The region owes him
a debt of gratitude for his faithful and effective
service.

Vince was a man of strong convictions and
the highest moral character. He was a true
Virginia gentleman, family man and a loyal
friend; he will be sorely missed by his family,
friends and community. Vince is survived by
his wife Yvonne, eight children, 22 grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

| respectfully submit Vince’s obituary from
The Fairfax Times and ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring Vince’s life and achieve-
ments.

[From FairfaxTimes.com, Sept. 26, 2014]

CALLAHAN’S LEGACY BURNS BRIGHT

Fairfax County lost one of its true states-
men—and untold amounts of institutional
knowledge—when longtime state legislator
Vince Callahan died last Saturday from com-
plications related to West Nile virus.

Callahan, who represented McLean in the
Virginia House of Delegates from 1967 to
2008, will best be remembered as someone
who cared deeply about Northern Virginia
and spent more than half his life fighting for
his district, his constituents and for Vir-
ginia.

It’s hard to travel through Fairfax County
today and not see Callahan’s fingerprints on
many key institutions and roadways. He was
critical in drumming up dollars and support
for George Mason University and Northern
Virginia Community College; many Fairfax
residents could locate either school on a
map. He championed Wolf Trap National
Park for the Performing Arts when many
others viewed the project as a waste of
money and land. He was instrumental in es-
tablishing Georgetown Pike as a scenic
byway, fending off intense pressure to four-
lane the road through Great Falls and parts
of McLean.

He also played a lead role in establishing
the Dulles Toll Road, erecting sound walls
along Interstate 495 and sparking commer-
cial development on the Dulles corridor.

Callahan’s list of accomplishments goes on
and on, fueled mostly by a calm, inclusive
leadership style rarely seen in today’s Gen-
eral Assembly.

In an era of partisan bickering and polit-
ical gamesmanship, Callahan built his career
on putting people ahead of party and solving
old problems rather than creating new ones.
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