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HONORING THE VETERANS OF THE 

CLASS OF 1964 FROM WINTERS 
HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the twenty veterans of the Class of 
1964 from Winters High School as they cele-
brate their 50th class reunion this year. 

These twenty men embody a spirit that 
echoes throughout Texas, a spirit that has 
made America strong. Their decision to join 
and serve is a reflection of their love for coun-
try and the understanding that everyone has a 
part to play in making our nation great. Win-
ters High School wishes to honor these proud 
Blizzards: Kenneth Adams, United States 
Army; Adolfo Arroyo, United States Air Force 
(ret.); Glynn Awalt, National Guard; Dickie 
Bellis, United States Army; Alan Benson, 
United States Marine Corps; Ricky Boles, 
United States Army; Ronald Colburn, United 
States Army; Lynn Cornelius, United States 
Navy; Earl Green, United States Air Force; 
William Green, United States Army (ret.); B.M. 
Grenwelge, Jr., National Guard; Steve 
Grissom, United States Army; Gary Hester, 
United States Army and National Guard (ret.); 
Mike Hill, National Guard; Johnney Hopper, 
United States Army; Charles Nitsch, United 
States Army; Mike Mitchell, United States 
Army; Louis Simpson, United States Marine 
Corps; Arnold Thormeyer, United States Air 
Force; Marcelo Torres, United States Army. 

These veterans embody the qualities that 
are necessary to serve a greater good, without 
which, our nation could not secure life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. Today, we show 
our debt of gratitude for these men and 
women and the displays of greatness that 
have defined us as a nation. 

Colleagues, please join me in honoring 
these veterans and their families for their dedi-
cation and service to our great nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BEVERLY ANN 
NEWELL 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and memory of Beverly Ann 
Newell, a truly remarkable woman who en-
riched us all. Beverly’s recent death has left 
her family and friends with a deep sense of 
grief, though the memory of her life still shines 
brightly. 

Beverly was born in December, 1936 in Al-
buquerque N.M., the descendant of New Mex-
ico and Colorado pioneers. She moved with 
her family to Seattle where she grew into a vi-
brant young woman. Beverly attended the Uni-
versity of Washington where she began her 
lifetime career in physical therapy. She quickly 
followed with a masters degree in physical 
therapy from Stanford University. Then in 
1961, she found herself in Switzerland where 
she met a young traveling American student 
named Roger Newell. 

In 1965, Beverly and Roger married and 
began a long honeymoon on the Newell family 

ranch in Big Sur. After living in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area for a few years, they returned 
to Big Sur to raise their children Mark, Jona-
than, and Annika. At the same time, Beverly 
became an integral part of the Big Sur com-
munity. She took active roles with the Big Sur 
Volunteer Ambulance Service and the Big Sur 
Historical Society. And in an effort that has 
had tremendous long term value, Beverly 
helped co-found the Big Sur Land Trust, which 
has played a pivotal role in the intervening 
years in preserving Big Sur’s incomparable 
natural landscape. 

As their children entered high school, Bev-
erly and Roger moved up the coast to the 
Monterey Peninsula. Beverly became active 
with her church, Mayflower Presbyterian, 
where her deep faith helped her serve many 
years as a deacon. As her children grew and 
moved away, Beverly returned to her profes-
sional life as a physical therapist working with 
elderly patients in local nursing homes as well 
as people suffering from cerebral palsy. She 
also devoted herself to the lives of her grand-
children: Kyler, Micaela, Ohanapecosh, and 
Tole. 

Beverly was the sort of person who had a 
tremendous influence on the lives of the peo-
ple around her. She was invariably kind and 
loving. People’s lives were enriched from the 
simple joy of being with her. She was also 
inexhaustibly creative. She was a phenomenal 
pianist who could play just about anything 
from ear. She also loved creating beauty with 
her hands whether through weaving, sewing, 
ceramics, gardening, or many other ways. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in offering our condolences to Beverly’s 
family and friends. While we mourn her death, 
we celebrate the gift that her life was to all of 
us. The world is a far better place because 
Beverly lived her life with her own particular 
style of love and joy. 

f 

HONORING DR. FRANCIS X. VAN 
LIESHOUT 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Francis X. Van Lieshout on his 87th 
birthday, which he celebrated on October 11, 
2014. Dr. Van Lieshout has been an integral 
member of the Fox Valley community and I 
am proud to recognize his dedicated service 
to the people of Wisconsin. 

Dr. Van Lieshout was born in Kimberly, Wis-
consin on October 11, 1927. After graduating 
from Kimberly High School in 1945, Dr. Van 
Lieshout served for three years overseas in 
the U.S. Navy. Upon returning to the United 
States, he received his undergraduate and 
medical degrees from Marquette University. 

Dr. Van Lieshout returned to Little Chute 
with his wife Josephine after graduating from 
medical school. There, he and his wife raised 
seven children. He practiced family medicine 
in Little Chute for 42 years, working long 
hours at the hospital and making house calls 
following work. After retiring from medicine, he 
dedicated his time to volunteering in the com-
munity, working at St. Vincent de Paul and St. 
Bernadette’s parish in Appleton, WI. 

He has received multiple awards for his 
service to the community, dedication to Catho-

lic education, and service to the poor. In 1999, 
Van Lieshout Park was named in his honor in 
Little Chute. 

Today, Dr. Van Lieshout and his wife live in 
Appleton, where he enjoys volunteering, 
spending time with his family and friends, and 
fishing. It is truly an honor to represent an ex-
traordinary citizen who has dedicated his life 
to serving the people of the Fox River Valley 
in Northeastern Wisconsin. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 8th district of 
Wisconsin, I congratulate Dr. Van Lieshout on 
his 87th birthday and sincerely thank him for 
his service to Wisconsin. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND 
RETIREMENT OF JUDGE JEAN 
BOYD 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career and accomplishments of 
Judge Jean Boyd, who has been a proven 
leader in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Judge Jean Boyd is the presiding judge of 
the 323rd Family District Court, which serves 
Tarrant County as its Juvenile Court. Judge 
Boyd has presided in this Court since 1995, 
having previously served as its Associate 
Judge since 1987. She is retiring from the 
bench in December 2014 after 27 years of ju-
dicial service. 

Throughout her career, Judge Boyd has 
worked to serve her community and her pro-
fession as a whole. She is the Chair of the Ju-
venile Justice Committee of the Judicial Sec-
tion of the State Bar of Texas, and she has 
previously served as Chair of the Juvenile Law 
Section of the State Bar of Texas. She served 
on the Board of the Texas Juvenile Probation 
Commission from 2005 to 2011. In January 
2014, she was appointed by Governor Perry 
to the Supreme Court of Texas Permanent Ju-
dicial Commission for Children, Youth and 
Families. 

Judge Boyd is a past board member of the 
Tarrant County Bar Association and a past 
president of the Eldon B. Mahon Inn of Court, 
the Tarrant County Young Lawyers’ Associa-
tion and the Tarrant County Women Lawyers’ 
Association. Judge Boyd was honored as the 
Outstanding Young Lawyer of Tarrant County 
in 1988 and received The Professionalism 
Award from the Tarrant County Bar Associa-
tion in 2001. In 2011, Judge Boyd became the 
first woman to receive the Tarrant County Bar 
Association’s prestigious Silver Gavel Award, 
which is given to jurists who have made a 
substantial contribution to the bench by exem-
plifying ability, integrity and courage. 

In 2000, Judge Boyd spearheaded the im-
plementation of National Adoption Day in 
Tarrant County and has participated in every 
National Adoption Day event since then. She 
was selected as Judge of the Year by Texas 
CASA in 1999. In 2002, Judge Boyd received 
the Judge Scott Moore Award from Child Ad-
vocates of Tarrant County. In 2003, she was 
the recipient of the Angel in Adoption Award 
from the Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Institute. She served on the founding boards 
of CASA of Tarrant County and the Alliance 
for Children and is currently a member of the 
board of Gill Children’s Services. 
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Judge Boyd has dedicated her career to 

making Tarrant County a better place to live, 
and her contributions to our community are 
undeniable. I join in congratulating her on her 
outstanding service and retirement. 

f 

HONORING JERRY HANAS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I stand before you today to 
honor Jerry Hanas and to wish him well upon 
his retirement as General Manager of the 
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation 
District. Mr. Hanas’s many years of service 
and expertise in his field have been a remark-
able asset to the community of Northwest Indi-
ana and beyond. In honor of Jerry’s retire-
ment, a celebratory reception was held on 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014, at Sand 
Creek Country Club in Chesterton, Indiana. 

Northwest Indiana’s extensive transportation 
network earns this region’s reputation for 
being the crossroads of America. Interstates 
80, 94, 90, and 65 traverse our landscape, as 
do the railroad tracks servicing the Norfolk 
Southern, Canadian National, and CSX rail 
lines, connecting travelers and business inter-
ests alike from the East to West Coasts. Most 
notably, the South Shore Rail Line, a pas-
senger rail service offered by the Northern In-
diana Commuter Transportation District 
(NICTD), provides riders access to the envi-
rons of Chicago and its $500 billion economy. 
Under Mr. Hanas’s direction, NICTD and the 
South Shore Rail Line have flourished. 

Established in 1908, the South Shore Rail 
Line provided passenger service to the city of 
Chicago as well as to the recreational opportu-
nities found in Northwest Indiana, given its 
proximity to Lake Michigan and South Bend. 
With the advent of the interstate system, and 
the newfound ability to travel between neigh-
boring communities with ease, ridership along 
the South Shore Rail Line began to decline. In 
order to prevent the complete loss of this 
asset, the state of Indiana created NICTD for 
the sole purpose of maintaining and operating 
the passenger line. Jerry Hanas was hired as 
the General Manager of NICTD upon its cre-
ation in June 1977, and it is here where he 
has served the railroad for 37 years. 

NICTD’s success is due to Jerry’s com-
petence, hard work, and dedication to a long- 
term vision in which passenger rail service is 
improved and expanded throughout the re-
gion. He effectively coordinated NICTD’s pur-
chase of the South Shore railroad and pas-
senger assets, resulting in a stable and reli-
able relationship between the passenger and 
freight services. This acquisition required a 
steadfast commitment to a series of strategic 
investments to ensure the line’s continuation. 
To that end, under Jerry’s leadership, since 
1977, over $500 million has been dedicated to 
upgrading the rolling stock, stations, track, cat-
enary, bridges, and signals associated with 
the line in order to enhance safety and to 
make much needed capacity-related track im-
provements. 

Currently, NICTD is in the process of con-
ducting the appropriate environmental studies 
as part of its effort to expand services to the 

suburban areas in Northwest Indiana. This ex-
pansion is a key component to capitalizing 
upon our region’s transportation network and 
maximizing economic development opportuni-
ties. Although Jerry Hanas retires this fall, he 
leaves a completely rebuilt and vibrant South 
Shore Rail Line to serve as his legacy and a 
well-established corporate vision to keep the 
momentum going for future generations. 

Jerry’s commitment to his career and to the 
community of Northwest Indiana is exceeded 
only by his devotion to his family. He and his 
wonderful wife, Nancy, have a daughter, Me-
lissa, son-in-law, Tom, and one beloved 
grandson, Donovan. They also have one son, 
Roger, whose fiancée, Annie, will be joining 
Jerry’s exceptional family. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending Jerry Hanas for his lifetime of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the Northern 
Indiana Commuter Transportation District. Jer-
ry’s impact on the region will be evident for 
generations to come, and he is worthy of the 
highest praise. I ask that you join me in wish-
ing him well upon his retirement. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DETECTIVE 
MICHAEL DAVID DAVIS, JR. 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with Representative DOUG LAMALFA, in 
honor of the service and sacrifice of Placer 
County, California, Sheriff Detective Michael 
David Davis, Jr. 

A long-time resident of Roseville, Detective 
Davis was a man of integrity and compassion. 
He cared about the community and took initia-
tive to protect and better it. Such an example 
would be when Michael organized a funeral 
for an abandoned baby. 

On October 24th, Detective Davis displayed 
immense courage and gallantry during a man-
hunt for the murderer of a fellow officer, Sac-
ramento County Deputy Sheriff Danny Oliver. 
Detective Davis was killed in the line of duty, 
just as his father was struck down 26 years 
prior to the day. 

Detective Davis faithfully and honorably 
served the Placer County community, joining 
the Sheriff’s office in 1996. For the past fifteen 
years, Michael contributed to his family’s leg-
acy of law enforcement, just as his father did 
before him. Michael tirelessly worked as a 
homicide investigator, but he will be remem-
bered for much more. 

His bravery and kind soul will never be for-
gotten. He was a family man, devoted to his 
loving wife and four children. Michael is also 
survived by his four siblings, mother and step- 
father. 

Mr. Speaker, Detective Michael David 
Davis, Jr. will be deeply and sorely missed not 
only by his family, but also by his community. 
The State of California, and particularly the 
Fourth Congressional District, was blessed to 
have had such a man of character and 
heroism protecting our citizens. 

Michael’s legacy will live on in the lives that 
he touched. Just as he served, he died em-
bodying the virtues that form the foundation of 
this great nation. It is my privilege to rise in 

recognition of his sacrifice for Placer County 
and to honor his memory. 

f 

CONGRATULATING VIRGINIA T. 
WOOD ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 
ON NOVEMBER 12, 2014 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ms. Virginia T. Wood on her 
100th birthday. Ms. Wood has led a remark-
able life as a lifelong resident of Chicago and 
has lived in my district for over 60 years. 

Virginia Wood has devoted much of her 
time as a High School Physical Education 
Teacher for the Chicago Board of Education, 
teaching at several schools including South 
Shore High School and Bogan High School. 
Ms. Wood was then promoted to Coordinator 
of girl’s athletics for the Chicago Board of 
Education, eventually retiring with over 26 
years of service. Even after retirement, she re-
mained an active supporter of girls high school 
sports. 

Ms. Wood has enjoyed a very active life, 
continuing to swim and bowl until she reached 
the age of 96. She has never missed voting in 
an election, and became involved with the 
neighborhood watch program for the Chicago 
Police Department. She is a model participant 
in her community, and we should all try to 
emulate her outstanding service. 

Ms. Wood has led an extraordinary life that 
has given so much to others. I join her many 
family members and friends in celebrating this 
event and I wish her more years of happiness, 
fulfillment, and health. Congratulations to Ms. 
Wood on her centennial birthday milestone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARCUS HIGH 
SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 12, 2014 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate another stellar achievement by the 
Marcus High School Marching Band. This is 
the fifth time the Marcus High School Band 
has won first place in the University Inter-
scholastic League (UIL) State Marching com-
petition and been crowned state champions! 
The Marcus High School Marching Band has 
furthered their already impressive record of 
four consecutive state marching finals vic-
tories, cementing their UIL record. 

The Marcus High School Marching Band 
has a talented and dedicated leadership team, 
headed by Amanda Drinkwater, Director of 
Bands, and Associate Directors: Kennan 
Wylie, Chase Howard, and David Simon as 
well as Color Guard Director, John Leonard. 
The student members of the Marauder Band 
have worked long hours over many months to 
bring their winning performance ‘‘Imperial 
Treasures’’ to fruition. They have been capa-
bly led by Drum Majors Amanda Elmendorf, 
Hannah Hadden, and Nicholas Kohn. Edward 
S. Marcus High School is located in Flower 
Mound, Texas within the Lewisville Inde-
pendent School District. The school’s adminis-
trators, teachers and students as well as its 
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