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legislation have been included in continuing
resolutions and appropriations bills since
2006.

The STOP Act strengthened our response
to the challenge of underage drinking. Seven-
teen federal agencies now worked through an
interagency committee to better coordinate ac-
tivities to further reduce underage drinking. A
number of valuable studies and recommenda-
tions have been shared with government offi-
cials and civic-minded citizens throughout the
nation. | commend our colleagues for their
work.

To the men and women in agencies respon-
sible for administering STOP Act research and
grants, | ask you to persevere. Your work has
saved many lives, and with sustained effort at
the federal, state, and community level, we
can further reduce underage drinking and its
terrible consequences for our families and
communities.

To the Commissioners and staff of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, | commend the We
Don't Serve Teens initiative and encourage
you to sustain it in the future. | would also like
to express appreciation for a company in the
district | represent, Constellation Brands Beer
Division, which promotes the We Don’t Serve
Teens message in the media and at alcohol
beverage retail outlets throughout the greater
Chicago area.

Underage drinking is a problem we can all
work together to solve. | urge my colleagues
and all Americans to utilize the tools prepared
by the FTC and other agencies and help fur-
ther reduce underage drinking and its con-
sequences for our younger citizens.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CARIDAD CORTES

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Caridad Cortes. Caridad was born and
raised in the Bronx, New York. She relocated
to Kissimmee, Florida with her children in
1994, while her husband continued to work in
New York until he retired in 1997. She has
worked in the healthcare industry for most of
her career as a Case Manager.

In 2006, when her children were grown,
Caridad was ready to continue her education.
She returned to Walden University where she
graduated with her Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Business Administration and a Minor in
Human Resources in 2009. Caridad is a free-
lance writer for online media and is an avid
photographer in her spare time. She is always
exploring her creative side.

Since she first moved to Kissimmee,
Caridad has seen immense changes in her
community. Caridad seeks to spark change by
getting involved in local social causes. She is
the Recording Secretary of the Democrats of
Osceola and a member of the Osceola Chap-
ter of the Democratic Hispanic Caucus.

Caridad is married to John Cortes, Demo-
cratic Candidate Elect for the Florida House of
Representatives, District 43. John and Caridad
have been married for 33 years and have two
children and one grandchild. Caridad is always
there for her family, and there is no task too
large or small for her to take on.
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| am happy to honor Caridad Cortes, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her contributions
to the Central Florida community.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE YODER FAMILY
AS THE 2014 ESCAMBIA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, FARM FAMILY AND
AGRICULTURAL INNOVATOR OF
THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
Yoder Family from Century, Florida, for being
selected as the 2014 Escambia County, Flor-
ida, Farm Family and Agricultural Innovator of
the Year.

The Yoder family farm, a 100-acre farm lo-
cated in northern Escambia County, Florida, is
a family affair. Run by Brent, and his wife Jan-
ice, the Yoders’ four children—Blake, Brian,
Allison, and Bryce—also play an integral role
in the Yoder family’s success. Having grown
up on farms themselves, both Brent and Jan-
ice understand the importance of agriculture
and the vital role that a strong family plays in
operating a successful farm.

On their farm, the Yoder family runs a small
grass-fed Grade A dairy farm with an on-site
processing facility for pasteurization and a
processing and bottling facility. The Yoder
family started in 2009 with just one cow,
Daisy, and the original intent was simply to
produce the highest quality milk for their grow-
ing family; however, as soon as the Yoder
family began to share their product with the
local community, they saw that there was a
great demand for their golden-yellow whole-
some product.

Today, the Yoder family has 15 Jersey
cows, chosen due to their high butterfat con-
tent, and, by grass feeding and grazing their
cows, the Yoder family products offer con-
sumers a healthy balance Omega fatty acids,
conjugated linoleic acids, and low levels of
saturated fats. Brent delivers the Yoder family
milk on a dairy route one day a week, and the
Yoder family milk is also delivered to eight
local storefronts. The Yoders are also very
welcoming and happy to open their farm to the
local community to demonstrate the impor-
tance of agriculture, and many of their cus-
tomers drive to the northern part of Escambia
County to see the farm and dairy and pur-
chase milk directly from the Yoders. The
Yoders also work closely with Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences Extension, and their
farm served as a stop on the 2012 Escambia
County Farm tour, where Brent led visitors on
a tour of their farm, while Janice provided
guests with home baked cookies and ice cold
Yoder family milk.

In addition to their dairy farming activities,
the Yoders also have a local partnership with
Janice’s father, a local row crop producer who
also raises hogs, to grow non-GMO grains
that is then delivered to local farms to be used
for their mixes. The Yoder family personify the
innovation and ingenuity of our Nation’s agri-
cultural industry, through their first-rate dairy
operation, and their innovate mixes. The
Yoders are always looking to improve their op-
erations, and currently, Brent is utilizing a pea-
nut base to create a soy-free poultry mix.
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Outside of their farming operations, both
Brent and Janice are also highly dedicated to
their local community and their church. Brent
works closely with the Lower Alabama 4-H
Club, where he helps teach young people
from Northwest Florida and Southern Alabama
about the importance of agriculture. In addi-
tion, both Brent and Janice serve their local
church in leadership capacities and raise their
four children in a faith-filled environment. In
addition, Brent also helps spread inspiring and
family-oriented reading material through his
service as Chairman of the Gulf States divi-
sion of Choice Books.

Mr. Speaker, our great Nation was built by
farmers and their families. The Escambia
County Outstanding Farm Family of the Year
Award is a reflection of the Yoders’ tireless
work and their dedication to family, faith and
farming. On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, | would like to offer my congratulations
to the Yoder family for being outstanding in
their field. My wife Vicki and | extend our best
wishes for their continued success.

INTRODUCTION OF THE BRIDGE TO
A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
am introducing legislation to support the con-
tinued development of clean energy in the
United States. The impacts of a changing cli-
mate are far-reaching, representing a threat
not only to our ecosystems but to our national
security as well. To help avoid the worst ef-
fects of carbon pollution, consumers must
have a dependable supply of energy that is
clean and renewable. That much of this en-
ergy—and many of the devices used to
produce it—is American-made means that our
country retains the innovation, export opportu-
nities, and manufacturing jobs that are so im-
portant to a twenty-first century economy.

The Bridge to a Clean Energy Future Act of
2014 would extend critical clean energy incen-
tives to provide market certainty and to
strengthen investment in that sector. For ex-
ample, this extends the Production Tax Credit
for wind energy through 2016, offering parity
with the Investment Tax Credit enjoyed by
solar energy investments, while also granting
the solar industry access to credits at the start
of a project’s construction, as in the wind in-
dustry. The bill also provides a range of other
important incentives, such as the Advanced
Energy Project credit, which aids U.S. manu-
facturers across the clean energy industry.

This bill supports thousands of jobs in clean
energy industries, advances U.S. manufac-
turing, and supports our transition to clean, re-
newable energy. Most renewable energy in-
vestments are spent on materials and work-
manship to build and maintain the facilities,
rather than on costly energy imports. Renew-
able energy investments are usually spent
within the United States, frequently in the
same state, and often in the same town.
Meanwhile, renewable energy technologies
developed and built in the United States are
being sold overseas, providing a boost to the
U.S. trade deficit.

It is in the national interest to cut pollution
while growing our economy. Tax credits for
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clean energy and energy efficiency must be
updated and extended. It is important to note
that the fossil energy alternatives these indus-
tries are competing with have permanent tax
incentives. We cannot continue to direct
scarce tax dollars to industries that are a
major contributor to climate change.

——————
INTRODUCTION OF THE DESIGNA-
TION OF THE “JUANITA

MILLENDER-McDONALD POST OF-
FICE”

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, as you know, here
in Washington we have the unique opportunity
to work for the citizens of this great nation and
provide positive change in the lives of many.
Together we work for the good of our commu-
nities, and in the process we cross paths with
some remarkable leaders.

Today | am introducing a bill that will recog-
nize the life of one of those very special lead-
ers of our time, the late Congresswoman Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald, by designating a fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service in my
district as the “Juanita Millender-McDonald
Post Office.”

Rep. Millender-McDonald was a pillar in
many of the communities | represent. She was
a resilient public servant who was deeply
loved by her community first as an educator,
then as program coordinator for a nonprofit
fighting gender issues, and finally as a be-
loved elected official. Undaunted by the work
to be done, Rep. Millender-McDonald took
charge of her opportunity to serve and be-
came the first African American woman to be
named Chairwoman of the House Committee
on Administration. She was also an active
member of the Congressional Black Caucus
and served over a decade in the House of
Representatives.

An exemplary piece of her legacy was her
work to better the lives of not just those here
at home but internationally as well. Her work
to aid victims of genocide and human traf-
ficking serves as a testament to her dedication
to creating a better world. Millender-McDonald
worked tirelessly for her constituents, taking
only a week of leave before she succumbed to
cancer.

By designating a United States Postal Serv-
ice facility in my district as the “Juanita
Millender-McDonald Post Office,” we honor an
exemplary woman with an incredible public
service record that | hope will further serve as
inspiration for the community which | serve—
the same community which so revered her.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
L. CLIFFORD DAVIS

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
order to celebrate an entire life of accomplish-
ment, fighting for civil rights, and devotion to
improving the lives of others for a greatly re-
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spected constituent of mine in Fort Worth, the
Honorable L. Clifford Davis.

Following graduation from Philander Smith
College with a degree in Business Administra-
tion in 1945, Mr. Davis then enrolled at How-
ard University Law School for the school year
1945-1946.

In the spring of 1946, he applied for admis-
sion to the University of Arkansas Law School
but, because he is African-American, was not
admitted. In the school year 1946-1947, he
enrolled at Atlanta University majoring in Eco-
nomics but continued to seek admission to the
University of Arkansas Law School. In the fall
of 1947, he returned to Howard Law School
but continued correspondence with the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in an effort to gain admit-
tance.

In January 1948, a press conference was
called at the University of Arkansas to an-
nounce that if he applied he would be admit-
ted if he enrolled. But, because of the “sepa-
rate but unequal’ arrangements at Arkansas,
Mr. Davis elected to remain at Howard and
graduate with a Juris Doctor Degree in 1949.
His efforts ultimately led to the University of
Arkansas’ decision to integrate its graduate
programs, becoming the first southern state
university to do so without litigation.

After graduating from law school, Mr. Davis
returned to Arkansas and was admitted to
practice law on July 4, 1949. He has practiced
law in Arkansas and Texas for over 65 years
and represented numerous plaintiffs in public
school de-segregation cases. After serving as
legal counsel for the NAACP in the 1960s, he
became one of the first African American state
district judges in Tarrant County, serving from
1983 to 1988 in Criminal District Court No. 2.

For his Civil Rights efforts, the NAACP has
awarded him the highest award for Civil Rights
litigation, and he has been recognized by the
National Bar Association’s Hall of Fame and
the Arkansas Black Hall of Fame. On the local
level, he has received numerous awards in-
cluding the Blackstone Award, the highest
award presented to a lawyer, and the Civil
Gavel Award, the highest award presented to
a judge, both awards presented by the Tarrant
County Bar Association. Today, the L. Clifford
Davis Elementary School in Fort Worth bears
his name.

Judge Davis has been Counsel at the John-
son, Vaughn & Heiskell law firm since 1989,
where he still practices law today. Despite the
great time demands of these many accom-
plishments, he served his country in the mili-
tary from 1954 to 1955 and was also an As-
sistant Professor in the Business Department
at Paul Quinn College from 1952 to 1954.

Judge Davis is happily married to Ethel R.
Davis and they have two daughters, Avis and
Karen; and is a member of the St. Andrews
United Methodist Church.

| am grateful for Judge L. Clifford Davis’
many decades of service to this nation in ad-
vancing Civil Rights, serving in our military,
and paving the way for others by establishing
scholarships so that students can follow in his
path. Our nation is grateful as well for his
service.
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE ELE-
VATION OF REVEREND DOCTOR
JAMES C. PERKINS TO THE
PRESIDENCY OF THE PROGRES-
SIVE NATIONAL BAPTIST CON-
VENTION

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Reverend Doctor
James C. Perkins on his election as the new
President of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention.

Beginning his service as an ordained min-
ister in 1974, Dr. Perkins has served as pastor
of Greater Christ Baptist Church for the last
thirty years. Under his leadership the con-
gregation of Greater Christ Baptist has grown
deeper in its fellowship and in it is outreach to
the Greater Detroit community.

As a strong believer that faith requires a
person to care about both their spiritual well-
being and the well-being of their community,
Dr. Perkins has led his congregation in the
creation of ministries that have been making a
difference in the Greater Detroit region.
Among the many projects these ministries
have supported are the Fellowship Nonprofit
Housing Corporation, which serves the com-
munity as a force for economic development
and the Benjamin E. Mays Male Academy
which opened in 1993 and operated for 17
years with the mission of providing access to
education for young males in the Greater De-
troit community. As a result of these efforts,
the Providence Place complex, which provides
housing to fifty low and middle income fami-
lies, hundreds of young men have seen their
quality of life improve. In addition to these ac-
complishments, Greater Christ Baptist runs a
food pantry that provides vital food products to
families in need, a political awareness ministry
that fosters community interest in civic partici-
pation and the Progressive Matrons ministry
that supports homeless women.

Realizing that his role as a spiritual leader
is one that intersects with other community in-
terests, Dr. Perkins also serves on the boards
of a number of community organizations.
These organizations include: the Michigan
Progressive Baptist Convention where he
served as president, the Detroit Baptist Pas-
tors Council, the Detroit Chapter of the
NAACP, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc., and
the Steering Committee of the Detroit Jobs Al-
liance. For his work he has been recognized
with many awards, including: the Gandhi King
lkeda Award from Morehouse College, the
Pastor of the Year Award from the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, and the
Charles Andrew Hill Award from the Michigan
Progressive Baptist Convention.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Perkins’ elevation to the
presidency of the Progressive National Baptist
Convention (PNBC) is a recognition of the pro-
found impact his leadership has made on the
Greater Detroit community, and the inspiration
that leadership has instilled in his congrega-
tion and other members of the PNBC. | con-
gratulate him on achieving this important mile-
stone in his service to the congregation of
Greater Christ Baptist Church, the PNBC and
the Greater Detroit community. | know he will
continue to be a strong leader and staunch
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