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me, ever the optimist, an internal civil war.
How could people who started out sweet and
promising turn into vessels of evil? . ..
What became evident to me . . . was that I
needed to be responsible for more than my
own children. And not just the smart, easy-
to-get along with ones . . . the marginalized
ones.”

Gloria attended a church meeting on the
topic ‘‘Standing Up to Hate,” and in that
meeting the Davis Phoenix Coalition was
born. Gloria worked ceaselessly on the
group’s projects, including a March 2014 anti-
bullying workshop; a screening and discus-
sion of ‘“The Laramie Project’” and other
awareness-raising events; find-raising and
attending the ‘“Not in Our Town” national
gathering in Montana; designing a tee shirt
and bumper sticker; writing an anti-bullying
brochure . . . always turning a devastating
personal event into an opportunity for com-
munity growth.

Linda Plummer (Healthcare advocate, arts
supporter, community volunteer;
Marysville—Yuba County): Linda Plummer
is known as a distinguished advocate for
health care and for the arts, twin passions
that merged when she created Rideout
Healthy Kids. RHK is a musical theater pro-
gram teaching healthy eating and exercise
habits. Still in its first year, the program
created seven jobs—four actors, a director
and two sound technicians—and reached
more than 4,000 school children in its first
season.

As part of her job as marketing manager
for Rideout Health, Linda helps to get the
word out about the newly expanded Rideout
Regional Medical Center, the largest con-
struction project in recent memory in
Marysville and its neighboring communities.
Linda is a dedicated steward of the project.
As 30 ironworkers, eight carpenters, six deck
builders, two rebar workers and 15 other la-
borers and inspectors worked on the struc-
ture last year, Linda observed the sudden
transformation following years of planning.
“It’s like Christmas,”’ she said.

The Yuba-Sutter Chamber of Commerce
has recognized Linda for her deep commu-
nity involvement. She founded the Way,
Way, Way Off Broadway event to give per-
formance opportunities to high school ac-
tors. She is a board member of the Sutter
Performing Arts Association and Yuba-Sut-
ter Arts. A past president of the Rotary Club
of Yuba City, she has been involved with
Friends of Yuba City Parks and Recreation;
the Casa de Esperanza shelter for victims of
domestic violence; Marysville Charter Acad-
emy for the Arts; and the Galena Street East
performance group to encourage young art-
ists. She was a judge for the Sacramento Re-
gional Theater Alliance. When asked how she
manages her busy schedule, she admitted:
“What schedule?”’ For Linda, ‘‘Volunteering
is addictive. Whatever form it may take, vol-
unteerism has an incurable impact on peo-
ple—you see it change lives.”’

Lonetta Riley (Educator and school dis-
trict trustee; Yuba—Sutter County): Lonetta
Riley has served on the Yuba City Unified
School District board for 16 years as District
3’s representative and for the past two years
as board president. Says a friend, ‘‘you can
count on Lonetta’s support for the students
and she stands up for teachers and the job
that they try to do in these times of dimin-
ished funding.” Lonetta Riley is the only Af-
rican-American woman to ever have been
elected to office in Sutter County. When
asked what it was like to be the first, she al-
ways responds that ‘it doesn’t really matter
unless I work to make sure there is a second,
third and fourth.”

Lonetta began her advocacy for education
in 1970 while a graduate student at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska where she led dem-
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onstrations to address the poor graduation
rates of black athletes. As a member of the
Douglas County (Nebraska) Citizens Com-
mittee, she was instrumental in bringing at-
tention to local civil rights violations. More
recently as a Juvenile Justice Commissioner
for Sutter County, she has worked to raise
awareness and organize efforts to address the
difficult issues facing delinquent youth. She
is passionate in believing that mentoring
during probation is an opportunity to help
individuals get their lives back on track.

A criminal justice professor in the Los
Rios Community College District, Lonetta is
the Training Coordinator for the Regional
Public Safety Training Center of American
River College and guides the training of law
enforcement personnel. She is a member of
the Bethel AME Church, the National Urban
League, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Bridges
2 Housing and other community organiza-
tions. Lonetta believes that ‘‘if you don’t use
your voice for change, your silence says the
status quo is okay.” She exemplifies the
adage to be the change you would like to see
in the world.

———
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Thursday, September 18, 2014

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Jacksonville Public
Library’s 100th anniversary as a Member of
the Federal Depository Library Program. Since
its designation in 1914, The Jacksonville Pub-
lic Library system has faithfully provided infor-
mation from the federal government to the citi-
zens of Northeast Florida, providing a better
informed and educated citizenry. Additionally,
employees of the Library have offered guid-
ance and acted as liaisons to the wealth of
knowledge that the Depository contains.

The Federal Depository Library Program
was established by Congress to ensure that
the American public has access to its Govern-
ment’s information. Materials—whether, print,
media or e-resources—are added by cata-
loging to the library’s catalog and can be
searched just like anything else. In the past
government documents were not automatically
cataloged and thus were missing from the
records. The Jacksonville Public Library has
an array of legacy materials from the 1860’s,
statistics, reports, newly published titles, as
well as a mix of non-print media.

| am proud of the work that the Jacksonville
Library has done on behalf of the community.
The Library has made accessing information
easier and more convenient for those wanting
to extend the breadth of their knowledge. This
achievement makes me particularly proud to
call myself a Jacksonville native.

STOP ACT

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 18, 2014
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, we are now half way through September,

and young people in Chicago and throughout
the nation have started a new school year. As
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they advance in age and begin to realize their
potential, many teens from junior high through
the first years of college are confronted with
peer pressure and normal curiosity to engage
in illegal underage drinking. In spite of great
progress in reducing underage drinking, the
statistics remain unacceptably high.

For many years, the dedicated staff of the
Federal Trade Commission has promoted a
consumer education program known as We
Don’t Serve Teens. It is an effort to inform
parents and other adults of the ways in which
teens acquire alcohol and the risks they face.
The FTC initiative is reinforced by members of
the alcohol beverage industry who publicize
the information in the media and at retail out-
lets throughout the nation.

According to survey data compiled for the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, many young teens have easy
access to alcohol. A study funded by that
agency showed that 93.4 percent of adoles-
cents ages 12-14 who drank alcohol in the
past month got it for free.

In most cases, adolescents have access to
alcohol through family members, from their
own homes or homes of friends. The same
survey indicates that more than 500,000
youngsters in that 12—-14 age group consumed
alcohol within the last month. Alcohol con-
sumption at that age can be the indication of
other problems. If ignored, it can lead to pat-
terns of abusive drinking and other risky be-
havior that adversely affect the teenager for a
lifetime.

In addition to monitoring the activities and
behavior of young teens, illegal alcohol con-
sumption poses a serious risk to high school
and younger college students. This past Au-
gust, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse
and Alcoholism published guidance titled, Fall
Semester: A Time for Parents to Revisit Dis-
cussions About College Drinking. As our
young people enter their later teenage years,
the challenge for parents and the broader
community increase. High school and college
students have older friends who can purchase
alcohol for them. They also have smart
phones, cars, and other means to commu-
nicate and travel.

We often hear the message, “If you see
something, say something,” from our home-
land security agencies. Parents, friends,
neighbors, pastors, and teachers all have dif-
ferent experiences and interactions with teens.
We need to enlist all people of good will to
say something if they see a teen that they
know engaged in underage drinking.

Last year, alcohol was a factor in over
190,000 emergency room visits by persons
under the age of 21. Some of those teens
died and some suffered traumatic injuries that
will permanently change their lives and dimin-
ish their potential. Those numbers are every
bit as troubling as the national security issues
we face. The We Don’t Serve Teens web site
and materials provide many common sense
approaches to limit teen access to alcohol and
to recognize the signs that a young person
you know may be consuming alcohol illegally.

In addition to supporting the We Don’t Serve
Teens message, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the H.R. 498, the Sober Truth on Pre-
venting Underage Drinking Act, better known
as the STOP Act. It was introduced by Rep.
ROYBAL-ALLARD again in this Congress.
Thanks to her efforts and those of our Repub-
lican colleague FRANK WOLF, portions of this
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legislation have been included in continuing
resolutions and appropriations bills since
2006.

The STOP Act strengthened our response
to the challenge of underage drinking. Seven-
teen federal agencies now worked through an
interagency committee to better coordinate ac-
tivities to further reduce underage drinking. A
number of valuable studies and recommenda-
tions have been shared with government offi-
cials and civic-minded citizens throughout the
nation. | commend our colleagues for their
work.

To the men and women in agencies respon-
sible for administering STOP Act research and
grants, | ask you to persevere. Your work has
saved many lives, and with sustained effort at
the federal, state, and community level, we
can further reduce underage drinking and its
terrible consequences for our families and
communities.

To the Commissioners and staff of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, | commend the We
Don't Serve Teens initiative and encourage
you to sustain it in the future. | would also like
to express appreciation for a company in the
district | represent, Constellation Brands Beer
Division, which promotes the We Don’t Serve
Teens message in the media and at alcohol
beverage retail outlets throughout the greater
Chicago area.

Underage drinking is a problem we can all
work together to solve. | urge my colleagues
and all Americans to utilize the tools prepared
by the FTC and other agencies and help fur-
ther reduce underage drinking and its con-
sequences for our younger citizens.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CARIDAD CORTES

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Caridad Cortes. Caridad was born and
raised in the Bronx, New York. She relocated
to Kissimmee, Florida with her children in
1994, while her husband continued to work in
New York until he retired in 1997. She has
worked in the healthcare industry for most of
her career as a Case Manager.

In 2006, when her children were grown,
Caridad was ready to continue her education.
She returned to Walden University where she
graduated with her Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Business Administration and a Minor in
Human Resources in 2009. Caridad is a free-
lance writer for online media and is an avid
photographer in her spare time. She is always
exploring her creative side.

Since she first moved to Kissimmee,
Caridad has seen immense changes in her
community. Caridad seeks to spark change by
getting involved in local social causes. She is
the Recording Secretary of the Democrats of
Osceola and a member of the Osceola Chap-
ter of the Democratic Hispanic Caucus.

Caridad is married to John Cortes, Demo-
cratic Candidate Elect for the Florida House of
Representatives, District 43. John and Caridad
have been married for 33 years and have two
children and one grandchild. Caridad is always
there for her family, and there is no task too
large or small for her to take on.
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| am happy to honor Caridad Cortes, during
Hispanic Heritage Month, for her contributions
to the Central Florida community.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE YODER FAMILY
AS THE 2014 ESCAMBIA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, FARM FAMILY AND
AGRICULTURAL INNOVATOR OF
THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
Yoder Family from Century, Florida, for being
selected as the 2014 Escambia County, Flor-
ida, Farm Family and Agricultural Innovator of
the Year.

The Yoder family farm, a 100-acre farm lo-
cated in northern Escambia County, Florida, is
a family affair. Run by Brent, and his wife Jan-
ice, the Yoders’ four children—Blake, Brian,
Allison, and Bryce—also play an integral role
in the Yoder family’s success. Having grown
up on farms themselves, both Brent and Jan-
ice understand the importance of agriculture
and the vital role that a strong family plays in
operating a successful farm.

On their farm, the Yoder family runs a small
grass-fed Grade A dairy farm with an on-site
processing facility for pasteurization and a
processing and bottling facility. The Yoder
family started in 2009 with just one cow,
Daisy, and the original intent was simply to
produce the highest quality milk for their grow-
ing family; however, as soon as the Yoder
family began to share their product with the
local community, they saw that there was a
great demand for their golden-yellow whole-
some product.

Today, the Yoder family has 15 Jersey
cows, chosen due to their high butterfat con-
tent, and, by grass feeding and grazing their
cows, the Yoder family products offer con-
sumers a healthy balance Omega fatty acids,
conjugated linoleic acids, and low levels of
saturated fats. Brent delivers the Yoder family
milk on a dairy route one day a week, and the
Yoder family milk is also delivered to eight
local storefronts. The Yoders are also very
welcoming and happy to open their farm to the
local community to demonstrate the impor-
tance of agriculture, and many of their cus-
tomers drive to the northern part of Escambia
County to see the farm and dairy and pur-
chase milk directly from the Yoders. The
Yoders also work closely with Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences Extension, and their
farm served as a stop on the 2012 Escambia
County Farm tour, where Brent led visitors on
a tour of their farm, while Janice provided
guests with home baked cookies and ice cold
Yoder family milk.

In addition to their dairy farming activities,
the Yoders also have a local partnership with
Janice’s father, a local row crop producer who
also raises hogs, to grow non-GMO grains
that is then delivered to local farms to be used
for their mixes. The Yoder family personify the
innovation and ingenuity of our Nation’s agri-
cultural industry, through their first-rate dairy
operation, and their innovate mixes. The
Yoders are always looking to improve their op-
erations, and currently, Brent is utilizing a pea-
nut base to create a soy-free poultry mix.
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Outside of their farming operations, both
Brent and Janice are also highly dedicated to
their local community and their church. Brent
works closely with the Lower Alabama 4-H
Club, where he helps teach young people
from Northwest Florida and Southern Alabama
about the importance of agriculture. In addi-
tion, both Brent and Janice serve their local
church in leadership capacities and raise their
four children in a faith-filled environment. In
addition, Brent also helps spread inspiring and
family-oriented reading material through his
service as Chairman of the Gulf States divi-
sion of Choice Books.

Mr. Speaker, our great Nation was built by
farmers and their families. The Escambia
County Outstanding Farm Family of the Year
Award is a reflection of the Yoders’ tireless
work and their dedication to family, faith and
farming. On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, | would like to offer my congratulations
to the Yoder family for being outstanding in
their field. My wife Vicki and | extend our best
wishes for their continued success.

INTRODUCTION OF THE BRIDGE TO
A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 2014

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
am introducing legislation to support the con-
tinued development of clean energy in the
United States. The impacts of a changing cli-
mate are far-reaching, representing a threat
not only to our ecosystems but to our national
security as well. To help avoid the worst ef-
fects of carbon pollution, consumers must
have a dependable supply of energy that is
clean and renewable. That much of this en-
ergy—and many of the devices used to
produce it—is American-made means that our
country retains the innovation, export opportu-
nities, and manufacturing jobs that are so im-
portant to a twenty-first century economy.

The Bridge to a Clean Energy Future Act of
2014 would extend critical clean energy incen-
tives to provide market certainty and to
strengthen investment in that sector. For ex-
ample, this extends the Production Tax Credit
for wind energy through 2016, offering parity
with the Investment Tax Credit enjoyed by
solar energy investments, while also granting
the solar industry access to credits at the start
of a project’s construction, as in the wind in-
dustry. The bill also provides a range of other
important incentives, such as the Advanced
Energy Project credit, which aids U.S. manu-
facturers across the clean energy industry.

This bill supports thousands of jobs in clean
energy industries, advances U.S. manufac-
turing, and supports our transition to clean, re-
newable energy. Most renewable energy in-
vestments are spent on materials and work-
manship to build and maintain the facilities,
rather than on costly energy imports. Renew-
able energy investments are usually spent
within the United States, frequently in the
same state, and often in the same town.
Meanwhile, renewable energy technologies
developed and built in the United States are
being sold overseas, providing a boost to the
U.S. trade deficit.

It is in the national interest to cut pollution
while growing our economy. Tax credits for
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