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for competition in a 21st century global econ-
omy. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in cele-
brating Rex Tillerson’s accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PUBLIC 
BROADCASTING AND THE AMER-
ICAN GRADUATE INITIATIVE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize support for public broadcasting and the 
American Graduate initiative in advance of 
American Graduate Day on September 27th. 

Each year nearly one million students fail to 
graduate on time, and public media is working 
with partners across the nation to reach a goal 
of a 90 percent high school graduation rate by 
the year 2020. With the help of the American 
Graduate initiative and the many other institu-
tions and initiatives grappling with this issue, 
remarkable progress toward this goal has 
been made in recent years. American Grad-
uate Day puts faces on the dropout numbers 
and increases understanding of the risks and 
solutions through national and local content, 
covering all facets of the dropout issue for 
broadcast, web and mobile platforms. 

An October 2013 study conducted by the 
Everyone Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins 
School of Education finds that the American 
Graduate initiative has succeeded in building 
community capacity to meet the national pri-
ority of ending America’s high school dropout 
crisis. More than 80 public radio and television 
stations in over 30 states have joined forces 
with over 1000 partners and at-risk schools to 
shed light on the problem and share solutions. 
The dropout rate in the tri-state area is alarm-
ing, and I see students in my district struggling 
to complete their education every day; I sup-
port this important initiative that delivers real 
impact in our fight to end this dropout crisis. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. MICHAEL 
ELLENBOGEN AND WORLD ALZ-
HEIMER’S DAY 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of World Alzheimer’s Day, my constituent, 
Michael Ellenbogen, wrote a touching excerpt 
detailing his experience with early onset Alz-
heimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s disease is a 
progressive, degenerative disorder that attacks 
the brain’s nerve cells, or neurons, resulting in 
loss of memory thinking and language skills, 
and behavioral changes. 

Alzheimer’s disease is the most expensive 
disease in America, and is the only one of the 
top ten causes of death in America that can’t 
be prevented, cured, or even slowed. It is im-
portant to work with brave people like Michael 
to raise awareness and take action on this 
issue as a legislative body. Please see Mi-
chael’s touching words below: 

It’s been over a year since my last writing 
and since that time I have declined even 

more. As you see, this disease is slowly rob-
bing me of all of my skill sets and it is be-
coming so much harder to be a positive per-
son in our society. I cannot even enjoy the 
hobbies I once loved. This is by far the worst 
way one can die. I cannot imagine the toll 
it’s taking on my wife because it’s like a 
never ending grieving process and one cannot 
even see the end in sight, just the horror 
that’s coming. 

Dementia, including Alzheimer’s is the 
most expensive disease we face. It is costing 
us more than heart disease and cancer. I be-
lieve it to be the third cause of death in the 
United States. Breast cancer, heart disease 
and HIV have all made tremendous progress 
since the federal government made signifi-
cant investments into research. Comparable 
investments must be made for Dementia so 
we can accomplish the same successes, while 
saving millions of lives and trillions of dol-
lars. 

Senator Pat Toomey recently stated at a 
Finance Committee Hearing that cir-
cumstances have changed historically, and 
as such we should be changing the way we 
fund this disease. I have been saying this for 
years. 

Please make my life count and make it 
worthwhile for me in having this disease. I 
believe we could be at the tipping point. 
Make the hard choices; increase funding for 
Alzheimer’s disease and reallocate existing 
funding sources. Do everything necessary to 
ensure that Alzheimer’s disease gets the ex-
posure, commitment and funding necessary 
to change the course of the disease. 

Regards, Michael Ellenbogen. 

Michael Ellenbogen—Advocate for all of 
those living with dementia, who can no longer 
speak, write, or have passed. 

f 

PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, this Sunday 
will mark history as more New Yorkers than 
ever before come together to demonstrate 
their commitment to solving the climate 
change crisis. During the ‘‘People’s Climate 
March’’, New Yorkers from all walks of life will 
march through Manhattan in support of a more 
sustainable future. I am proud to be joining 
this effort. UPROSE, a grassroots environ-
mental justice organization in my district, is 
one of the lead organizers in New York City. 
UPROSE has a long record of working on en-
vironmental issues locally and globally through 
community empowerment and fostering future 
environmental leaders. I am proud to join with 
them in Sunday’s march. 

The backdrop for the New York event will 
be the United Nations Summit on Climate 
Change, where representatives from around 
the globe will convene to discuss this matter. 
Locally, this timely event will underscore the 
importance of working now to preserve our 
planet for future generations. However, this 
will be a global event with actions taking place 
throughout the world. 

From London to Rio to Johannesburg to 
New Dehli, people everywhere will speak with 
one collective voice in calling for environ-
mental justice, an economy that works for 
people and the planet, clean air and good 
jobs. I urge all my colleagues to join in these 
collective actions and show their support for 
protecting our planet. 

RECOGNIZING HERMINE REIRING 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I recognize Hermine Reiring in 
celebration of her 100th birthday. Hermine is 
part of ‘‘America’s Greatest Generation,’’ and 
this amazing milestone deserves to be hon-
ored. 

Hermine was born on August 4, 1914, in 
Hammond, Indiana. During World War II, 
Hermine joined the U.S. Army and served 
three years in the Navy WAVES (Women Ac-
cepted for Volunteer Emergency Service). She 
worked as a storekeeper in a hangar. 

In 1945, Hermine married Leonard Reiring, 
and they built their lives together in California. 
They lived in San Diego and Burbank before 
settling in Madera in 1964. Hermine and Leon-
ard raised three children together, and today, 
Hermine has eight grandchildren and 16 great- 
grandchildren. Each day, Hermine’s family has 
the pleasure of learning from a woman who 
has many special memories and life experi-
ences to share. 

The City of Madera has benefitted greatly 
from Hermine’s efforts and service to the com-
munity. In addition to working at the Madera 
County Administrator’s office, Hermine was 
also a member of the Women’s Improvement 
Group, the Historical Society, and she volun-
teered as a docent for the county library. Stay-
ing active in the community is important to 
Hermine as she still loves to participate in 
bake sales and volunteer at her church. 

Hermine’s generation set an example for the 
coming together and establishing of our coun-
try in the 20th century. We have all been very 
fortunate to live and build from the invest-
ments and many sacrifices made by Hermine 
and others from her generation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to honor Hermine Reiring as she 
celebrates this very exciting time in her life. 
Her service to the Madera community and the 
entire nation deserves to be commended. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY E. 
SINOPOLI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Mary Sinopoli, who 
passed away on August 30, 2014, at the age 
of 93. Mary was a respected member of the 
Fresno community who will be greatly missed 
by residents throughout the Central Valley. 

On December 7, 1920, Mary was born at 
her grandparents home on the corner of 
Stanislaus and F streets. She was the first 
child of Americo and Concetta Frediani. She 
attended Orange Center Elementary School, 
and Washington Union and Fresno Tech high 
schools. 

Mary married George Sinopoli on May 11, 
1941. They were happily married for 65 years 
until George’s passing in 2006. Mary was a 
dedicated wife and a loving mother. She was 
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a homemaker and took care of her family 
Mary had a knack for sewing, making all of 
her and her daughter’s clothing as well as ties 
for George. 

Besides her family, Mary’s devotion was to 
the Fresno Veterans Hospital. She volun-
teered at the hospital for 60 years and gave 
over 30,000 hours of service. She was a 63- 
year life time member of the American Legion 
Auxiliary and served as their State Hospital 
Representative to the Veterans Hospital for 40 
years. She served as president in the Auxiliary 
at the Unit and District level. 

Mary will be greatly missed by her daughter, 
Gloria Jean Sinopoli; son, Sam Sinopoli; 
grandchildren, Anthony, Michael, Julia and 
Lauren; her sister, Palmira Smith and her hus-
band Don; brother, Americo Frediani Jr. and 
his wife, Patricia; sister-in-law, Louise 
Petrucelli, cousins, nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to honor the life of Mary Sinopoli, 
a standup American citizen. Her presence will 
undoubtedly be missed, but the impact she 
made on our community will never be forgot-
ten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER FERNANDO 
SANCHEZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Officer Fernando Sanchez for his 40 
years of dedicated service to law enforcement 
and for his commitment to Webb County and 
the state of Texas. 

Officer Sanchez is a remarkable and highly 
respected citizen who has dedicated his ca-
reer to the safety of his community. First serv-
ing in 1974, Officer Sanchez worked as a de-
tention officer for Webb County. He then at-
tended Laredo Jr. College, where he worked 
diligently toward his Basic Texas Peace Offi-
cer’s Certification which he received in the fall 
of 1975. 

It was then that Officer Sanchez was trans-
ferred to the Civil Division, where he began 
his service as a Bailiff of the first County Court 
at Law under Judge Antonio Zardenetta. 
When Judge Zardenetta was elected to the 
111th Judicial District Court, Officer Sanchez 
was appointed as the bailiff of the court from 
1979 to 1982. In 1982, he relocated to Vic-
toria, Texas, where he served as a Sergeant 
in the Sheriff’s Department before returning to 
Laredo to continue his service to the 111th Ju-
dicial District Court as a Bailiff. 

After serving as the Bailiff for the 111th 
Court for a combined fourteen years, Officer 
Sanchez worked as an investigator for the 
Webb County Attorney’s Office from 1997 to 
2004. In 2005 he was appointed as Chief 
Deputy for the Webb County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, and within the same year was promoted 
to Senior Lieutenant until 2008. In August of 
2009, Officer Sanchez was hired as a criminal 
investigator for the Webb County Public De-
fender’s Office. He was then appointed the 
Bailiff and Interpreter for the 406th Judicial 
District Court under Judge Oscar J. Hale, Jr. 
from August of 2010 until his retirement in Au-
gust of this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored and pleased to 
have had this time to recognize Officer Fer-
nando Sanchez not only on his career, but on 
his loyal service to his community. His willing-
ness to work in various roles where he is most 
needed is admirable, and has helped to create 
a better Laredo and Webb County. I thank you 
for your time. 

f 

RUSSIA’S CONTINUING DISREGARD 
FOR THE RULE OF LAW 

HON. MATT SALMON 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 

Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring 
to my colleagues’ attention a September 8, 
2014 article by David Clark, printed in the 
Huffington Post UK, entitled, ‘‘The Unaccept-
able Face of Putinism’’. In this troubling article, 
Mr. Clark comments on Russia’s continued ef-
forts to ignore, and in fact undermine, the rule 
of law. At the heart of this most recent dem-
onstration is Putin crony, Igor Sechin, a former 
KGB operative-turned-Rosneft CEO, who, re-
portedly, upon losing an arbitration case at 
The Hague under the Energy Charter Treaty 
and being required to pay $50 billion in com-
pensation to the majority shareholder of 
YUKOS Oil, threatened the plaintiff, Mr. Leo-
nid Nevzlin. 

The lawsuit stems from the Kremlin’s act of 
taking over YUKOS Oil and imprisoning the 
company’s top executives. As we watch Rus-
sia violate Ukraine’s sovereignty through its 
annexation of Crimea and flout the inter-
national community’s warnings about their ac-
tions in Eastern Ukraine, it is important to note 
that President Putin’s government continues to 
violate the rule of law and must be held ac-
countable. Russia must be required to live up 
to their international obligations, which in-
cludes compliance with rulings by The Hague 
as prescribed in the Energy Charter Treaty. 
The international community must ensure that 
Russia is held accountable for their actions 
and meets their responsibilities under the law. 
I hope my colleagues will take the time to read 
this article. 
[From the Huffington Post, UK, Sept. 8, 2014] 

THE UNACCEPTABLE FACE OF PUTINISM 

(By David Clark) 

There isn’t a better weathervane of Krem-
lin opinion than Igor Sechin. The 53 year old 
former KGB operative has been Vladimir 
Putin’s most loyal and influential lieutenant 
since they worked together for the Mayor of 
St. Petersburg in the 1990s. Officially he has 
served as Deputy Head of the Presidential 
Administration, Deputy Prime Minister and 
now Chairman of Rosneft, the state oil com-
pany. Unofficially he has long been leader of 
the Kremlin’s hardline siloviki faction; the 
group of senior intelligence and security offi-
cers who provide the muscle that makes 
Putin’s leadership possible. So when Sechin 
publicly threatens the life of an exiled Rus-
sian businessman, as he did recently, it’s 
worth paying attention. Russia’s behaviour 
could be about to take another turn for the 
worse. 

Sechin’s outburst came at the end of a bad 
period for Russia. Already facing escalating 
international sanctions and a setback to its 
covert military intervention in Eastern 
Ukraine, an international tribunal in The 
Hague at the end of July found the Russian 

government guilty of illegally expropriating 
Yukos Oil a decade ago and ordered it to 
compensate the company’s former majority 
shareholders to the tune of $50bn. This was a 
particularly bitter blow to Sechin who has 
been accused of personally orchestrated the 
destruction of Yukos and who’s company, 
Rosneft, subsequently acquired its main pro-
duction assets. Indeed, Rosneft stands to lose 
directly if its assets outside Russia are 
seized to facilitate payment of the award. In-
censed by the loss of face and the possible 
loss of business, Sechin raged about the un-
fairness of the ruling before turing his re-
marks directly to Leonid Nevzlin, the largest 
former shareholder. Nevzlin, he warned, 
‘‘should take care of himself.’’ 

It’s hard to interpret this as anything 
other than a direct physical threat. Given 
Sechin’s status and connections, it certainly 
deserves to be treated as more than a throw-
away remark. Putin’s Russia has a long his-
tory of using targeted assassination as a tool 
of policy, both inside Russia and abroad. 
Outside Russia the targets have usually been 
armed Chechen separatists. Investigating au-
thorities in both Qatar and Turkey have ac-
cused the Russian intelligence agencies of 
murdering Chechen exiles on their territory. 

Russia is hardly alone in carrying out the 
targeted assassination of those it deems to 
be terrorists. But it is also now one of the 
few countries that appears ready to use the 
same method against non-violent opponents. 
Rather than a shocking exception, the 2006 
murder in London of former Russian intel-
ligence officer Alexander Litvinenko may 
prove to be an ominous foretaste of what the 
Kremlin is capable of. Now the subject of a 
public inquiry, British officials long ago con-
cluded that there was Russian state involve-
ment in the crime. 

Yet even in the Litvinenko case the motive 
was related to national security, or at least 
the Kremlin’s interpretation of it. If Leonid 
Nevzlin has now been added to a hit list it 
marks a further escalation of Moscow’s will-
ingness to resort to violence beyond its bor-
der. After all, the offence that seems to have 
made him a target was to do nothing more 
than exercise his legal rights in a court of 
law. 

In the context of the ongoing violence in 
Eastern Ukraine, it might be tempting for 
Western governments to treat Sechin’s indis-
cretion as a matter of comparatively little 
importance. That would be a mistake. If 
Russia is allowed, in effect, to announce its 
willingness to resort to state terrorism, 
there is no way of knowing what con-
sequences may follow. The Kremlin is 
strongly suspected of involvement in the 
dioxin poisoning that almost killed Victor 
Yushchenko shortly before he became Presi-
dent of Ukraine in 2004. Without a clear sig-
nal of international condemnation it might 
consider doing something similar today to 
President Poroshenko or Prime Minister 
Yatsenyuk. The message therefore needs to 
be sent that murder for political ends would 
put Russia outside the community of 
civilised nations. 

The first step should be for the European 
Union to follow U.S. policy in putting Igor 
Sechin on the sanctions list of individuals 
subject to travel bans and asset freezes. The 
U.S. included Sechin on its list because of 
the immense influence he has exerted during 
Russia’s lurch towards authoritarian nation-
alism. Perversely, the EU chose to exclude 
him from its own list for precisely the same 
reason. He is considered too important to be 
signalled out for punishment because of his 
involvement in the strategically vital energy 
sector where Europe’s dependence on Rus-
sian imports has all but paralysed its capac-
ity to act. That will need to change if the EU 
wants to challenge the impunity of the Rus-
sian elite. 
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