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TRIBUTE TO TEXAS PERMIAN 
BASIN HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 85 Veterans from West Texas who 
will be visiting our Washington DC this week, 
sponsored by the Permian Basin Honor Flight. 
On behalf of a grateful state and nation, we 
welcome these heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The Veterans on this Honor Flight are: Dan-
iel L. Acosta, United States Marine Corps 
(ret.); Daniel G. Acosta, United States Navy; 
Clinton H. Adams, United States Navy; Philip 
H. Altman, United States Coast Guard; Mike 
A. Barker, United States Army; Jack R. 
Barnes, United States Navy (ret.); Billy E. 
Barnhill, United States Navy; Emil F. Beck, 
United States Army; Harvey L. Benad, United 
States Marine Corps; Kendall L. Benad, 
United States Marine Corps; William B. 
Bowlin, United States Army Air Corps; John 
Brenner, United States Navy; Donald W. 
Byrne, United States Air Force (ret.); Miguel B. 
Calderon, United States Army; Herbert L. 
Cartwright, United States Army; Nat E. Clardy, 
United States Marine Corps; James S. 
Cosper, United States Navy; John E. Crosby, 
Jr., United States Army Air Corps; Stanley W. 
Cuba, United States Navy; Robert E. Davis, 
United States Navy. 

Roy F. Draper, United States Army; Tharen 
H. Elcher, United States Army Air Corps; Mi-
chael L. Elcher, United States Air Force; 
Claude C. Firth, United States Navy; Thomas 
O. Flournoy, United States Army; Daniel R. 
Frizzell, United States Navy; Joyce O. Funder-
burk, United States Army Air Corps; Richard 
W. Galloway, United States Army; Willard B. 
Gaston, United States Navy; Francisco A. 
Gonzales, United States Army; Alfred 
Guardino, United States Air Force (ret.); 
Manuel Herrera, United States Army; Trisha K. 
Hildreth, United States Air Force; Walter P. 
Hildreth, Jr., United States Army Air Corps; 
Lawrence E. Hill, United States Army; Theo-
dore W. Hogan, United States Army Air Corps; 
Thomas C. Hogan, Jr., United States Army; 
Bobbie J. Jackson, United States Army; Jo-
seph E. Johnson, United States Army. 

Clay M. Keaton, United States Marine 
Corps; James M. Kelley, United States Army 
Air Corps; Tom B. Lewis, United States Army; 
D.H. Livingston, United States Navy; Russell 
A. Livingston, United States Navy; Grady D. 
Lobley, United States Army Air Corps; Mal-
colm R. Manns, United States Navy; Leonard 
C. Martinez, United States Army; Raymond G. 
Martinez, Jr., United States Army; Forest H. 
Mathews, United States Army Air Corps; John 
E. May, United States Army (ret.); Joe W. 
Meek, United States Navy (ret.); Max O. 
Meek, United States Navy; Michael V. Meek, 
United States Navy; Tommy S. Mills, United 
States Army; Travis J. Mills, United States Air 
Force; Jerry B. Morgan, United States Army; 

Ricky W. Odom, United States Air Force; Cecil 
R. Odom, United States Navy; John D. Oliver, 
United States Navy. 

Douglas R. Peacock, United States Army 
Air Corps; Leroy W. Pelzel, United States 
Army; Walter L. Pierce, United States Army 
Air Corps; Robert R. Pryor, United States 
Army; David E. Reed, United States Army; Mi-
chael E. Rejon, United States Air Force; Joe 
R. Rickey, United States Air Force (ret.); Cur-
tis C. Rister, United States Air Force; Johnny 
W. Rister, United States Air Force; Rogelio 
Robles, United States Army; Heriberto Rubio, 
United States Army Air Corps; Jonathan H. 
Ruiz, United States Army; Commodore C. 
Ryan, United States Navy; Darrell E. Sanders, 
United States Army; Walter F. Schluter, United 
States Air Force; James E. Sever, United 
States Army; Dennis W. Sever, United States 
Army; Wendell Short, United States Air Force; 
Vincent T. Sternjacob, United States Army; 
Steven C. Stone, United States Army. 

John P. Stroup, United States Air Force 
(ret.); Fred J. Stubbs, United States Army; 
Jack Tarter, United States Air Force; Marion L. 
Thompson, United States Army; Gilberto R. 
Torres, United States Army; Herbert O. Walk-
er, United States Army; Joe B. White, United 
States Navy; Louis C. White, United States 
Marine Corps; Jobert Williams, United States 
Marine Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to have the op-
portunity to meet these brave men and women 
who exemplify the best of our country. Their 
sacrifice and commitment to duty to our nation 
can never be fully repaid, and I hope that 
when they visit our nation’s monuments in 
Washington DC, the gratitude and respect we 
have for them will truly be reflected. 

Colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these in thanking these veterans and their 
families for their exemplary dedication and 
service to this great nation. I would also like 
to extend a special thank you to the local 
communities, all of the volunteers, and Mr. 
Jack Barnes for their extensive work in orga-
nizing this Honor Flight. This trip would not 
have been possible without all the financial 
and emotional support of the people who have 
put in so much hard work and personal time 
to make sure this trip could be possible. 

f 

COMMEMORATING CONSTITUTION 
DAY 

HON. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, today, we celebrate Con-
stitution Day—a holiday that falls 227 years 
after our founding fathers George Washington, 
James Madison, and their colleagues signed 
the original Constitution and sent it to the 
states for ratification. We should all use this 
important holiday as an opportunity to reflect 
on the achievements of the Founding genera-

tion—who wrote the most durable and suc-
cessful charter of government in world his-
tory—but we should also remember that the 
Framers only wrote the opening chapter in a 
much longer constitutional story. And this is 
precisely what the Framers themselves in-
tended—leaving it up to future generations to 
use the Article V amendment process to im-
prove upon their handiwork and ‘‘form a more 
perfect Union.’’ 

Perhaps the most important set of constitu-
tional changes occurred after the Civil War, 
when President Lincoln and his generation 
ratified a series of transformational Amend-
ments that many scholars have rightly de-
scribed as our nation’s ‘‘Second Founding.’’ 
As we approach the 150th anniversaries of 
these key Second Founding Amendments— 
the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth—it’s 
worth pausing for a moment on this Constitu-
tion Day to consider their centrality to Amer-
ica’s constitutional story. 

The Thirteenth Amendment banned slavery 
and forced labor—redeeming us from the 
Founding generation’s original sin. Following 
his reelection in November 1864, President 
Lincoln worked furiously to convince members 
of Congress to support the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, eventually securing congressional ap-
proval on January 31, 1865. The following 
day, Lincoln took the unusual step of signing 
the Thirteenth Amendment before sending it to 
the states for ratification, calling it a ‘‘King’s 
cure’’ for the evil of slavery. 

The Fourteenth Amendment is arguably the 
most important constitutional provision ratified 
after the Bill of Rights, enshrining a host of 
new constitutional guarantees in our nation’s 
charter. It granted U.S. citizenship to everyone 
born on American soil—a guarantee worthy of 
special reflection on a day also set aside as 
Citizenship Day. It protected fundamental 
rights like free speech from state abuses and 
ensured due process of law for everyone. Fi-
nally, it wrote Jefferson’s famous Declaration 
into the Constitution and perfected it by 
changing ‘‘all men’’ to ‘‘any person.’’ This uni-
versal language guarantees equality for every-
one—whether black or white, woman or man, 
gay or heterosexual. 

Finally, the Fifteenth Amendment guaran-
teed the right to vote free of racial discrimina-
tion—beginning the most sustained project of 
constitutional improvement in American his-
tory. This project produced a total of six Voting 
Rights Amendments that established the right 
to vote as the most fundamental of all rights 
in our constitutional system. 

Beginning this Constitution Day, we should 
use the 150th anniversary of the Second 
Founding to begin a national conversation 
about its enduring meaning and our nation’s 
unfinished project of living up to the constitu-
tional principles enshrined in its trans-
formational Amendments. While our country 
has made tremendous progress since that day 
227 years ago, our nation’s story is not over 
and together we must continue building on our 
strong foundation to improve upon our more 
perfect union. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE SCHERERVILLE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I recognize 
the Schererville Fire Department, as the orga-
nization celebrates its 100th anniversary. In 
honor of this momentous occasion, the 
Schererville Fire Department is hosting a 
celebratory event on Friday, September 26, 
2014, at the Patrician Banquet Center in 
Schererville, Indiana. 

The Schererville Volunteer Fire Department 
was established on June 25, 1914, under the 
direction of Fire Chief Fred Henderlong, and 
was made up of twenty-five volunteer mem-
bers. In the early days, the firefighters did not 
receive compensation for their work. This 
changed in 1953, when one dollar was given 
to the members for attending a monthly meet-
ing, responding to a call, or working for one 
hour. Today, the Schererville Fire Department 
is a fully paid organization consisting of sixty- 
one employees. Throughout the years, the de-
partment has changed its standards to fit the 
needs of the community. From purchasing the 
department’s first motorized piece of fire 
equipment in 1922, to upgrading their ambu-
lance service from basic life support to ad-
vanced life support in 2006, the Schererville 
Fire Department has upheld their mission 
statement of ‘‘serving the needs of its people.’’ 

The leaders and members of the 
Schererville Fire Department continue to touch 
lives through their outstanding community 
service, especially to those most in need. 
Every year, the organization lends its support 
to a variety of charitable organizations, includ-
ing Hoosier Burn Camp, the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association, the American Heart Asso-
ciation, Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids, 
‘‘Bump Out Cancer,’’ Tri-Town Safety Village, 
Schererville Baseball League, and the Down 
Syndrome Association of Northwest Indiana. 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge 
several individuals who, in conjunction with the 
Schererville Fire Department, have worked 
diligently to support this outstanding organiza-
tion. In addition to the firefighters and all of the 
employees of the department, I would like to 
recognize Fire Chief Joseph M. Kruzan, Jr., 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Patterson, Town 
Council President Mike Troxell, and Board of 
Safety Chairman Pete Sormaz. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Schererville Fire Department on its 
100th anniversary. Northwest Indiana is both 
grateful and proud to have had the organiza-
tion’s support during the past 100 years, and 
for their selfless service, the leadership and 
members of the Schererville Fire Department 
are worthy of the highest praise. 

HONORING WWII VETERANS OF 
THE 485TH BOMB GROUP DURING 
50TH AND FINAL REUNION IN 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize veterans of the 485th 
Bomb Group as they celebrate their 50th and 
final reunion this week in Dallas, Texas. 

The 485th Bomb Group was one of four 
heavy bomb groups assigned to the 55th 
Bomb Wing during World War II. The 485th 
began conducting combat operations on May 
10, 1944 with a mission to bomb the marshal-
ling yard at what is now Knin, Croatia (for-
merly Yugoslavia). Their final mission was 
flown to the Linz, Austria marshalling yard on 
April 25, 1945. The group received a Distin-
guished Unit Citation for the June 26, 1944 
mission to the Florisdorf Oil Refinery in Vi-
enna, Austria. Despite encountering heavy flak 
and intense fighter opposition, the Group was 
able to inflict considerable damage to the re-
finery, crippling the enemy’s vital fuel produc-
tion during a crucial period of the war. 

As we honor these heroes today, I am re-
minded of what President Calvin Coolidge 
once said, ‘‘A nation which forgets its defend-
ers, will itself soon be forgotten.’’ I for one am 
committed to ensuring this nation never for-
gets the sacrifices that so many endured in 
order that we may enjoy the freedoms that 
have made our country so great. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE LAND AND 
WATER CONSERVATION FUND 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and to 
acknowledge its continued efforts to safeguard 
our nation’s land, water resources and cultural 
heritage. 

Since its creation, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund has preserved land in every 
state across America. The fund has supported 
more than 41,000 state and local park projects 
at no cost to hard-working taxpayers. 

In Pennsylvania alone, the self-sustaining 
LWCF has provided more than $315 million in 
funding over the past five decades, benefiting 
restoration projects at national historic sites 
such as the Valley Forge National Historic 
Park and the Gettysburg National Military 
Park. In addition, the LWCF played a critical 
role in the creation of the Flight 93 National 
Memorial in Somerset, PA. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund 
also spurs outdoor and recreational economic 
activity in and around preserved lands, ac-
counting for jobs and a strong tax base for our 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund has helped to preserve and protect 
our nation’s most precious lands and waters 
for the past 50 years. I celebrate the Fund and 

look forward to the excellent work the LWCF 
will do in the years to come. 

f 

VETERANS TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-
JURY CARE IMPROVEMENT ACT 
OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 4276, the Veterans 
Traumatic Brain Injury Improvement Act of 
2014. 

Mr. Speaker, the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, which have demanded multiple deploy-
ments for many of our nation’s courageous 
soldiers, have taken a psychological toll on 
U.S. service members. 

As our brave military men and women fight 
to defend our great country, they put them-
selves at risk of combat-related health prob-
lems, including traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
other brain related maladies. 

More than 280,000 United States service 
members have been diagnosed with a degree 
of TBI in the past 10 years, and more than 19 
percent of veterans may have some form of 
the disorder. 

There is no doubt that these fearless men 
and women suffering from traumatic brain inju-
ries deserve not only our gratitude, but also 
our support throughout recovery and treat-
ment. 

Thanks to the Assisted Living Pilot Program, 
these veterans struggling daily with TBI will be 
provided with 24-hour assisted living help. 

Mr. Speaker, our United States veterans 
bravely put their life on the line to defend our 
freedoms and to keep our nation safe. 

By passing H.R. 4276, veterans combating 
TBI and PTSD will receive assistance to en-
hance their rehabilitation, quality of life, and 
community integration. 

The Veterans Traumatic Brain Injury Care 
Act expands the requirements for Veterans Af-
fairs Department reports to affirm the enroll-
ment, completion, and effectiveness of the 
pilot program. 

The community-integrated rehabilitation 
treatment provided by the pilot program will 
serve as a vital resource to our veterans as 
they overcome burdensome health problems. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 4276 to show their support and 
gratitude for the sacrifices made by our serv-
ice men and women, and to ensure that vet-
erans battling traumatic brain injuries receive 
the care and rehabilitation they deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
ARMANDO RAMÍREZ 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, to recog-
nize Armando Ramı́rez. Mr. Ramı́rez was born 
and raised in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, and 
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