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NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR
ABORTION AND ABORTION IN-
SURANCE FULL DISCLOSURE
ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer Funding
for Abortion Act. This bill specifically prohibits
the expenditure of Federal funds for any abor-
tion, and clarifies that no federal funds can be
used for any health benefits coverage that in-
cludes coverage for abortions. While | believe
that the Stupak amendment to the health care
reform legislation codified the Hyde amend-
ment, | believe that this bill provides extra
measures to ensure Federal funds are not
used for abortion.

As a society, | believe that we have a re-
sponsibility to safeguard the lives of those who
are unable to protect themselves. H.R. 7 takes
important steps to limiting the instances where
the rights of the unborn are violated. This bill
ensures that no public funding is used to pay
for health care plans that include abortion cov-
erage, and it restricts tax credits from applying
to health care plans that include abortion cov-
erage in its benefits package.

The bill does make important exemptions to
these prohibitions that protect the health of
mothers. The prohibitions will not apply to
pregnancies that result from rape or incest or
in instances where a mother’s life is in danger.
| believe that these exemptions provide a
good balance in ensuring human life is re-
spected.

As a strong and consistent prolife supporter,
| believe that our government has an obliga-
tion to protect the lives of our country’s most
vulnerable citizens. | strongly support H.R. 7
and | urge my colleagues to pass this bill.

RECOGNIZING MS. MYRON WEBB
HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the hard work and unparalleled
service of Ms. Myron Webb, a 28-year NASA
veteran who devoted her time at the agency to
Stennis Space Center, and was recently
awarded the prestigious NASA Distinguished
Service Medal.

The Distinguished Service Medal is a rare
honor, recognizing individuals who have made
a profound and indelible impact on NASA mis-
sion success. Ms. Webb joins such luminaries
as Neil Armstrong, James Webb, and John
Glenn.

Ms. Webb’s profound commitment to Sten-
nis, NASA, and her community are exemplified
throughout her distinguished career and volun-
teer accomplishments. Among her incredible
achievements, Ms. Webb is responsible for in-
stituting viewing of the Space Shuttle Main En-
gine tests at Stennis, marketing and expand-
ing Mississippi’s Travel Attraction of the Year,
the StennisSphere, and serving on the Board
of Directors for both the Gulf Coast and Han-
cock County Chambers of Commerce.
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The success of Stennis Space Center is in-
separable from the leadership and service of
Myron Webb. Her extraordinary contributions
to NASA and Mississippi deserve this highest
recognition of the Distinguished Service
Medal. Myron, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | thank you for your remarkable
contributions to our national space program.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF STEVE
PILIBOS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Steve Pilibos who lived a long
and fulfilling life of 102 years. Steve was a pil-
lar in the community, and his support, dedica-
tion, and commitment to the success of the
Central Valley region will be greatly missed.

Steve grew up in Fresno, California and was
the youngest of six children. His parents,
Yeprem and Mary, were first generation immi-
grants from the Ottoman Empire. Growing up
in an immigrant family with five siblings, Steve
quickly developed fundamental values and
principles. Most everyone would agree that
Steve was an extremely courteous and fair
businessman. He understood the importance
of treating others with respect, compassion,
and consideration.

From a young age, Steve recognized the
significance of hard work. As an adolescent,
Steve would sell produce to local businesses
before school each day. Prior to Steve becom-
ing a successful entrepreneur, he earned de-
grees in philosophy and poetry from Fresno
State College, and he continued his education
at the University of Southern California where
he earned his law degree.

In the 1950s, Steve and his older brother,
Alex, began what would soon become one of
the largest cantaloupe operations in California.
They experimented with new varieties of
melon seeds from Syria, and ultimately pro-
duced a sweet melon with a thinner rind and
smaller seed cavity that quickly became pop-
ular.

In addition to his contributions to the agri-
culture industry, Steve worked tirelessly to re-
develop the City of Fresno’s downtown. He
opened the Hilton Hotel in the heart of down-
town. Steve hosted many famous singers and
bands, and it was a place where people want-
ed to be. Steve made many investments in
downtown Fresno, but he also established de-
velopments throughout the entire city.

In 1949, Steve married the love of his life,
Lucille. They raised five children: Sarah, Cath-
erine, Barbara, Mary, and Alex. Steve valued
spending time with his family and enjoyed re-
citing poetry to his children. He had a love for
the outdoors and would spend his free time
hunting or horseback riding. Steve’s children,
six grandchildren, relatives, and friends have
an outstanding role model that they will hold in
their hearts forever.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to honor the life of Steve Pilibos. His
presence will be greatly missed, but his legacy
will surely live on in the City of Fresno.
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SUPPORT FOR THE CIRCASSIAN
PEOPLE

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my deep concerns regarding the
Sochi Olympics. A number of issues have
been raised regarding the misguided decision
to host the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, from
LGBT rights to the real threat of terrorism.
However, | would like to discuss an issue
which has not received the same level of at-
tention: the historical mistreatment of the
Circassian people by Russia.

The Circassians are an ethnic group origi-
nating in the North Caucasus region. Sochi is
located in the historical nation of Circassia,
which was conquered by the Russian Empire
in a series of wars during the 18th and 19th
centuries. In fact, Sochi served as the last
capitol of Circassia.

Following their defeat in 1864, 90 percent of
the Circassian population was forcibly de-
ported or killed and Circassia was annexed by
Russia. Hundreds of thousands of Circassians
were exiled from their homeland, never to re-
turn.

Millions of Circassians are now spread
around the world in diaspora communities,
while only about 700,000 Circassians remain
within their ancestral homeland, now a part of
the Russian Federation.

Given this history, it is deeply disrespectful
to the Circassian community for the Russian
government to use Sochi as a stage to pro-
mote themselves to the world. Although | con-
demn the decision to hold the Olympics in
Sochi, this year's Winter Olympics present the
opportunity to raise the world’s awareness of
the historical injustices perpetrated by Russia
against the Circassian people and homeland.

Today, Circassians worldwide strive to
achieve the right of return to their homeland,
and seek to gain self-determination and a re-
vival of their language and culture. | am proud
to represent a large and active Circassian-
American community within New Jersey’s
Ninth Congressional District.

Colleagues, | urge you to join me in con-
demning the Sochi Olympics and celebrating
the contributions of the Circassian people to
the United States of America.

———

IN HONOR OF THE STUDENT LEAD-
ERS’ VON NIEDA PART TASK
FORCE

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Student Leaders’ Von Nieda Park
Task Force for their efforts in continuing Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.s legacy by coordi-
nating their 5th annual MLK Day of Commu-
nity Organizing.

These South Jersey students choose to cel-
ebrate the life of Dr. King not simply through
remembrance, but by following in his foot-
steps. These leaders honor the memory of Dr
King engaging their fellow youth in community




E140

organizing. Thanks to their hard work, the Stu-
dent Leaders’ Von Nieda Park Task Force has
transformed Von Nieda Park into a cleaner,
safer, more beautiful park through community
organizing, and regular meetings with public
officials.

For this reason, it is my honor to submit the
names of the student leaders to the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD: Jenaya Aide, Jessica Aldana,
Alejandro Bernal, Eloisa Colon, Karelys Cruz-
Bermudez, Samantha Fontanez, Elino Javier,
Sergio Martinez, Ashley Melendez, Janeliz
Muniz, Jose Reyes, Rodrigo Reyes, Alex
Rosario, Dean Rosario, Lea Rosario, Ziani
Sanchez, and ltzel Tapia.

Mr. Speaker, these students exemplify the
commitment to community and justice cham-
pioned by Dr. King. | join all of South Jersey
in honoring their dedication to the memory of
one of our country’s greatest leaders.

RULE GOVERNING DEBATE ON H.R.
3547 ““OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS
ACT FOR FY 2014”

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
speak on the rule and the underlying bill, H.R.
3547, the bipartisan “Omnibus Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2014.”

| want to thank Chairman RODGERS and
Ranking Member LOWEY for their constructive
work in fashioning this bipartisan and bi-
cameral legislation to fund the government for
the remainder of Fiscal Year 2014.

The bill before us is not perfect—far from
it—but it is a modest and positive step toward
preventing Republicans from shutting down
the government again and manufacturing cri-
ses that only harm our economy, destroy jobs,
and weaken our middle class.

As with any compromise there are some
things in the agreement that | support and
some things that | do not.

The bill abides by all the terms set by the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 (the “Ryan-Mur-
ray Agreement”), providing a total of $1.012
trillion for the operation of the federal govern-
ment, a substantial and necessary increase
over the inadequate $968 billion spending limit
contained in the House budget resolution
which led to the shutdown of the federal gov-
ernment last October.

The bill contains all 12 regular appropria-
tions bills for fiscal year 2014, with no area of
the government functioning under a Con-
tinuing Resolution, thus allowing every pro-
gram to be considered on its own merits and
prioritized, rather than be subject to arbitrary
across the board cuts.

The bill also provides increased funding for
several programs that | strongly support. Let
me list just a few of the more important ones.

Agriculture and Related Agencies:

$6.7 billion for Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC), sufficient to meet expected need in
2014.

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies:

$17.65 billion for NASA, which is $154.8
million more than the 2013 enacted level.

$376 million for Byrne-JAG grants, which is
$8.3 million less than the 2013 enacted level
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and $11 million more than the post-sequester
level.

$214 million for the COPS program, which
is $4 million less than the 2013 enacted level
and $4 million more than the post-sequester
level.

$417 million for Violence Against Women
Prevention and Prosecution Programs, which
is $9.1 more than the 2013 enacted level.

The bill rejects House proposals to prohibit
the Department of Justice from using funds to
challenge state immigration laws; and prohibit
grants from being awarded to “sanctuary” cit-
ies.

Defense:

Multiple provisions focused on eliminating
sexual assault in the Department of Defense
and supporting victims, including: (1) Fully
funds request of $156.5 million for Sexual As-
sault and Prevention Office (SAPRO) services;
(2) $25 million above request to implement a
Sexual Assault Special Victims Program; (3)
Prohibition on obligation of funds contravening
more severe penalties for perpetrators estab-
lished in the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA).

Fully funds Peer Reviewed Medical Re-
search Programs and includes $125 million
above the request for Traumatic Brain Injury
(TBI) and Psychological Health research and
$4 million above the request for alcohol and
substance abuse research.

The final agreement repeals last year's cut
to cost of living adjustments for disabled mili-
tary retirees and survivors.

Energy and Water Development, and Re-
lated Agencies:

$1.912 billion for Energy Efficiency & Re-
newable Energy, which is $102 million more
than the 2013 enacted level.

$5.467 billion for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is $495 million more than the
2013 enacted level (excluding emergency
funding for Hurricane Sandy relief).

$1.11 billion for water resources projects
within the Department of Interior, which is $46
million more than the 2013 enacted level.

The agreement eliminates the majority of
riders proposed in the House bill, including
those related to Waters of the United States,
guns on Corps lands, Clean Water Act agri-
culture exemptions and ceiling fan standards.

Financial Services and General Govern-
ment:

$673.3 million for the District of Columbia,
which is roughly equal to the 2013 enacted
level.

Homeland Security:

$10.6 billion for Customs and Border Pro-
tection, $220.4 million more than the 2013 en-
acted level.

$4.93 billion for the Transportation Security
Administration, which is $225.8 million less
than the 2013 enacted level.

$923.8 million for Cybersecurity and Com-
munications, an increase of $27.5 million
above the 2013 enacted level.

$4.35 billion for the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, $3.8 million above the
2013 enacted level.

$1.5 billion for State and Local Grants, an
increase of $35.4 million above the 2013 en-
acted level; and

$680 million for Firefighter Grants, an in-
crease of $5.7 million above the 2013 enacted
level.

Controversial House riders related to abor-
tion services and immigration enforcement are
not included in the bill.
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Among the contentious riders dropped was
a provision to prohibit ICE from adhering to
enforcement guidance, including a June 15,
2012, memo prioritizing enforcement actions
against dangerous criminals ahead of DREAM
Act children.

Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies:

$3.938 billion for wildland fire, which is $417
million more than the 2013 enacted level.

$4.4 billion for the Indian Health Service,
which is $78 million more than the 2013 en-
acted level.

A total of $2.35 billion for the Clean Water
and Safe Drinking Water Funds, which is only
$4.7 million less than 2013 enacted levels but
$119 million more than the post-sequester
level.

$2.6 billion for the National Park Service,
which is $29 million more than the 2013 en-
acted level.

$146 million each for the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the National Endowment
for the Humanities, which is equal to their
2013 enacted levels.

Labor, Health and Human Services, Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies:

$8.6 billion for Head Start, which is $612
million more than the 2013 enacted level, suf-
ficient to both fully restore the cuts to Head
Start and to invest in the Administration’s
Early Head Start-Child Care Partnerships.

$2.6 billion for job training through WIA
Training and Employment Formula Grant pro-
gram, which is $10 million less than the 2013
enacted level but $121 million more than the
post-sequester level.

$815 million for Seniors’ Nutrition programs,
which is equal to the 2013 enacted level and
$46 million more than the post-sequester
level, allowing full restoration of meals.

$2.36 billion for Child Care & Development
Block Grants, which is $36 million more than
the 2013 enacted level.

The agreement abandons the futile but
wasteful effort by House Republicans to repeal
the Affordable Care Act and provides the De-
partment of HHS roughly the same amount as
it had last year for implementation of the Af-
fordable Care Act, and some additional funds
will become available through existing fees on
policies sold on the exchanges.

Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and
Related Agencies:

$63.2 billion in discretionary funding for Vet-
erans Affairs, which is $2.3 billion more than
the 2013 enacted level.

$585.6 million for prosthetic research, which
is $3.5 million above the 2013 enacted level.

The Omnibus provides new tools and re-
sources to address the backlog of veterans
disability claims by increasing personnel, en-
hancing training and quality oversight, and
strengthening accountability.

State, Foreign Operations,
Agencies:

The final agreement does not include a pol-
icy rider codifying the ‘Global Gag Rule,” which
prohibits ~ non-governmental  organizations
(NGOs) receiving federal funds from providing
women information about certain health serv-
ices.

| would have preferred that the bill provide
more than $2.67 billion for Embassy Security,
Construction and Maintenance, an amount
that is $224 million less than the 2013 enacted
level. Our diplomats who risk their lives serv-
ing in dangerous outposts around the world

and Related
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