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and successful program to build the school
into a major teaching and research univer-
sity; and

Whereas, under Alan Merten’s leadership,
George Mason University became the largest
research university in the Commonwealth of
Virginia, with increasingly nationally and
internationally highly ranked programs; and

Whereas, Mrs. Sally Merten, the former
first lady of George Mason University, was
instrumental in bringing the community and
the university closer together, serving on
several community nonprofit boards during
her husband’s tenure as president, including
Fall for the Book, as well as several univer-
sity advisory boards; and

Whereas, Sally Merten actively partici-
pated in university life, especially employee
recognition events; and

Whereas, together Alan and Sally Merten
have been generous donors to the university,
establishing four endowed scholarships: the
G. Louise and Anthony J. Otto Endowed
Scholarship in Creative Writing; the Eric G.
and Melissa H. Merten Endowed Scholarship;
the Ruth A. and Gilbert E. Merten Endowed
Scholarship; and the Kathleen A. Lieder and
Lloyd C. Fell Student Scholarship Endow-
ment in Music Performance/Vocal Studies;
and

Whereas, the Mertens have made signifi-
cant gifts to a number of other university
funds, including the Patriot Club, the Long
and Kimmy Nguyen Engineering Building,
and Mason arts programs; and

Whereas, the Mertens remain active and
engaged members of the surrounding com-
munity, thus continuing to serve as ‘‘ambas-
sadors’ of the university; Now, be it there-
fore

Resolved that the building on the Fairfax
Campus now known as University Hall be
named Alan and Sally Merten Hall in rec-
ognition of the Mertens’ many contributions
to George Mason University; be it further

Resolved that this resolution be entered
into the minutes of the George Mason Uni-
versity Board of Visitors this day, May 7,
2014.

(SEAL)

C. DANIEL CLEMENTE,
Rector, George Mason University
Board of Visitors.
GEORGE MASON UNVEILS ALAN AND SALLY
MERTEN HALL

(By Preston Williams)

On Monday, George Mason University dedi-
cated Alan and Sally Merten Hall in a build-
ing renaming ceremony attended by hun-
dreds of members of the Mason community
and several integral figures from the univer-
sity’s history.

Alan Merten was Mason’s fifth president,
serving from 1996 to 2012. Merten Hall is the
new name for what formerly was called Uni-
versity Hall, one of many structures erected
during the Mertens’ dynamic 16-year tenure.

“When I travel around the region, the
country or the world and people ask me what
I'm most proud of with respect to what’s
happened at George Mason,” Alan Merten
told the attendees, ‘‘the answer is always I'm
proud of the pride that people have in this
institution as a result of what we’ve all
done.

“What kept me going—what keeps us all
going—is stamina, passion and a caring atti-
tude. That’s what got George Mason going.
That’s what will keep George Mason going,”’
Merten added before exiting to a standing
ovation at the outdoor ceremony on the
grounds outside Merten Hall.

_ Merten’s successor as Mason president,
Angel Cabrera, hailed the Mertens’ leader-
ship of making ‘‘one smart decision at a
time’’ and said that renaming the building in
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their honor was symbolic of their many con-
tributions to the university.

“It is a reminder of how much these two
individuals gave of their time tirelessly and
how they helped George Mason be what it is
today,” said Cabrera, whose office has been
relocated to Merten Hall, on the north end of
the Fairfax Campus.

Two guests in particular added historical
insight to the Mertens’ tenure. Virginia Con-
gressman Frank Wolf, who taught at the uni-
versity in the late 1970s, and the former
Board of Visitors rector, Edwin Meese III,
cited the joint efforts of the Mertens as cru-
cial to the university’s growth, not only in
size and enrollment but in stature as the
largest public research university in the
state.

“It’s become one of the great universities
in the commonwealth and one of the great
universities in our country and it’s all be-
cause of the great work—and they work as a
team—Alan and Sally have done,” Wolf said.

Meese’s first year on the Board of Visitors
coincided with the Mertens’ first year in of-
fice. They built a strong partnership.

“It is said that a great institution is the
length and shadow of its leadership,” said
Meese, the former attorney general under
Ronald Reagan. ‘‘And that’s certainly true
in this case. . .. The beneficial shadow of
your leadership is now permanently in-
scribed in the form of this building. You’ve
made [the university] the knowledge and
cultural centerpiece of Northern Virginia.”

The current Board of Visitors rector, C.
Daniel Clemente, read aloud the board reso-
lution that formally proposed renaming the
building Alan and Sally Merten Hall.

The Mertens remain active on campus and
serve in a variety of roles for the university.
They have endowed four scholarships.

——————

HONORING DORIS KRASICK GOLD-
BERG QUEEN ON THE OCCASION
OF HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Doris Krasick Goldberg
Queen, on the occasion of her 100th birthday,
which will be celebrated on September 28,
2014. She is a long-time constituent whose
family | have known for more than 20 years.

Doris was born on September 28, 1914 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In 1939, she mar-
ried Lewis Goldberg and together they were
the proprietors of a longstanding Philadelphia
neighborhood grocery store and butcher shop
called “Lew’s Thrifty Market.” They had two
children, Arlene Sockel (spouse Richard) and
Robert Goldberg (spouse Hedy), four grand-
children, Bonnie Sockel-Stone (spouse Elliot,
son of former United States Senator Richard
Stone), Iris Sockel Mitrakos (spouse Steve),
Lewis Goldberg (spouse Morgan) and Ellen
Goldberg, and six great-grandchildren (Lily,
Elizabeth, Jason, Stella, vy and Oliver).

Following the passing of her husband Lewis
in 1971, Doris married widower Jesse Queen
in 1973. Together they retired to Lauderdale
Lakes, Florida, where they shared many vi-
brant years together, enjoying the company of
family and friends. Jesse passed away in
1992, but Doris remains active and engaged
in her current home of Tamarac, Florida.

It gives me great pride to honor Doris on the
occasion of her 100th birthday. | wish her all
the very best for many years to come.
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RECOGNIZING THE OUTSTANDING

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND CA-
REER OF DR. CLIFFORD
DEBAPTISTE

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Clifford DeBaptiste of Chester
County, Pennsylvania on his 90th birthday, 60
years as owner and proprietor of the
DeBaptiste Funeral Home, and for his incom-
parable record of community engagement.

Clifford DeBaptiste first came to West Ches-
ter, Pennsylvania on a visit in the 1940’s. After
serving in the U.S. Army, he graduated from
mortuary school and married his lovely wife,
Inez  Manning. They then opened the
DeBaptiste Funeral Home in 1954 and, in
1965, moved the business from its original lo-
cation to 25 South Worthington Street where it
may be found today.

In addition to running a successful business
for 60 years, Dr. DeBaptiste has made numer-
ous other invaluable contributions to the
Greater West Chester community and beyond,
including serving as West Chester’s first Afri-
can-American Mayor from 1994-2002. Addi-
tionally, he has been honored by the NAACP
for his business leadership and by the Na-
tional Purple Heart Association for his service
in the U.S. Army. In 2014, Dr. DeBaptiste was
also coronated a Sovereign Grand Inspector
General, the Thirty-Third and last degree in
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry. Further, Dr. DeBaptiste chaired
the Pennsylvania State Board of Funeral Di-
rectors for 13 years, received its President’s
Medallion for Service in 1991, and an hon-
orary Doctor of Public Service Degree from
West Chester University in 1999.

Mr. Speaker, in light of the 60 years of his
incredible business record and service to the
community, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Dr Clifford DeBaptiste,
one of Chester County, Pennsylvania’s most
valued and respected citizens.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JERRELL AND
VERA McNUTT

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mr. and Mrs. Jerrell McNutt who have
been married 59 years and serve as clergy in
Lee County, Alabama.

Jerrell and Vera McNutt married on Sep-
tember 2, 1955, at Needham Presbyterian
Church in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. Mr.
McNutt, a World War Il veteran, earned three
degrees and for the past 48 years has taught
graduate-level Theology using the experi-
mental method Clinica Pastoral Education
(CPE). He has also served as CPE Supervisor
for over 27 years at the Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center in Tuskegee, Alabama. Mrs.
McNutt has served as chief nurse in a Psy-
chiatric Facility, Labor and Delivery and Geri-
atric Care.
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The McNutts have three children, six grand-
children and one great-grandson including:
Linda Joy Jones, a teacher and mother of two
sons and grandmother to one grandson; Bar-
bara Vickery, an RN and mother of one son
and one daughter; and Jerry Lester McNutt,
an audio engineer, and father of two sons.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking
Jerrell and Vera McNutt for their tireless serv-
ice in the Lee County community.

HONORING DIANE COWAN
HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary work of Diane Cowan
of Temple, TX. Diane is the latest recipient of
the Cy Carpenter Award from Experience
Works for her leadership, advocacy on behalf
of older workers, and never-ending passion to
help others succeed.

Diane retired in 2012 after a 36-year career
with Experience Works, where she held pro-
gressively responsible positions including
Texas state director and national customer
service center director. Through her tireless
efforts, she has helped Experience Works ful-
fill its noble mission to assist thousands of ma-
ture workers over age 55 with job placement,
job training, and job counseling. Her leader-
ship and advocacy, especially for older Ameri-
cans in rural areas, makes her the ideal recipi-
ent of the prestigious Cy Carpenter Award.

Diane Cowan brings to life Gandhi’s words
that “The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.” Her commit-
ment to advocacy and helping others reflects
the best values of Central Texas. | applaud
her work and wish her success as she con-
tinues to be a champion for older Americans.

—————

HONORING THE PHILADELPHIA
OFFICE OF FORENSIC SCIENCE

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Philadelphia Office of
Forensic Science. Forensic science is the ap-
plication of a broad spectrum of sciences and
technologies to investigate and establish facts
of interest in relation to criminal or civil law.
The word forensic comes from the Latin foren-
sic, meaning “before the forum.” In modern
usage, the word defines a category of legal
evidence that may be presented in a legal
courtroom setting. Forensic science is a vital
public service and access to quality forensic
analysis dramatically improves the investiga-
tion of criminal activity leading to the exonera-
tion of the innocent and the prosecution of the
guilty. Forensic science plays a critical role in
public outreach and crime prevention and that
role is evolving within the criminal justice com-
munity. Crime scene investigators, forensic ex-
aminers and forensic scientists provide unbi-
ased, accurate and reliable analyses of evi-
dence recovered from scenes across the na-
tion. In the United States there are more than
12,000 forensic scientists active in the field.
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The dedicated and hardworking individuals
that comprise the forensic science organiza-
tions are worthy of recognition for their com-
mitment to proper scientific investigations to
support the cause of justice. Through quality
forensic services, accredited programs, vali-
dated scientific techniques and a commitment
to scientific integrity, forensic scientists make
a significant impact in our communities.

From August 10-16, 2014, professional or-
ganizations across the country acknowledged
the value of modern forensic science and the
role of forensic examiners by hosting events to
observe National Forensic Science Week. Ac-
tivities were presented to encourage a better
understanding of forensic science and educate
local, state and federal policy makers to the
current capabilities and future challenges fac-
ing this field.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in in express-
ing appreciation for the people, facilities, and
technologies that make reliable forensic
science possible for the betterment of our
communities.

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WILDERNESS ACT

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge, located in Harding Township,
County of Morris, New Jersey, as it celebrates
the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness Act.

On September 3, 1964, President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed one of the most important and
successful pieces of conservation legislation:
The Wilderness Act. Over the past half-cen-
tury, the Wilderness Act has led to the preser-
vation of environmentally sensitive land in
more than 750 Wilderness Areas in 44 states
across America, encompassing 109 million
acres.

Almost 7,800 acres of that total is found in
the Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge in
Morris County, New Jersey. One of the most
beautiful, peaceful, ecologically diverse and
environmentally important areas of the Garden
State, the Great Swamp is true wilderness,
formed by the retreat of the Wisconsin Glacier.
The Refuge remains today much as it has for
millennia. But what took nature thousands of
years to create was once almost destroyed in
the blink of an eye.

In 1961, the Port of New York Authority (as
it was then known) wanted to build another
airport—the fourth—for the metropolitan area.
The new airport would have been enormous:
twice the size of Kennedy International Airport.
If the Port Authority had its way, it would have
paved over New Jersey’s Great Swamp, which
the PA maintained was the only practical site
it could find.

Then, as now, the Port Authority was a
powerful player in the region’s politics. The
Port Authority was used to getting what it
wanted. Stopping it would not be easy. But in
what would become one of the nation’s first
modern major environmental battles pitting
progress against preservation, preservation
and citizen action would win.

Among those who fought to save the Great
Swamp was the area’s representative in Con-
gress, my father, Peter H.B. Frelinghuysen.
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Described by the New York Times as “a
leader of the opposition,” my father headed
the steering committee formed to oppose the
Port Authority’s plan. He helped mobilize the
New Jersey Congressional delegation—both
Republicans and Democrats—against the
idea. He was joined by literally thousands of
citizens in marshalling support and raising
money to save what one writer described as
“a natural masterpiece.”

At countless hearings and public meetings,
the public came out against the proposal. One
of the most effective citizen leaders was Helen
Fenske. Her efforts were recently recognized
by naming the visitor's center at the Great
Swamp in her honor. At one meeting called by
the Department of Interior, more than 900
people crowded the room. Only one person
spoke in favor of the proposed airport. He was
not well received.

Yet despite the enormous outpouring of
support for saving the Great Swamp, the Port
Authority continued to press forward. But its
efforts would never come to fruition. On May
29, 1964, 2,600 acres of the Great Swamp
were designated a National Wildlife Refuge,
the first such protected wilderness in the coun-
try. In recognition of the leadership and gen-
erosity of M. Hartley Dodge, who donated a
considerable portion of the land for the new
refuge, it carried his name.

Had the PA succeeded, the residents of
New Jersey and New York would have been
the primary losers. The Great Swamp helps
regenerate and improves air quality for mil-
lions of people in New York City and northern
New Jersey, protects water supplies, and pro-
vides homes to a wide variety of wildlife, in-
cluding more than 200 species of birds—
among them, our national emblem, the Amer-
ican Bald Eagle. But the nation would also
have lost forever this unique natural treasure.

My father considered his effort to help pre-
serve the Great Swamp as the proudest leg-
acy of his service in the House of Representa-
tives. During my own tenure in Congress, |
have followed his lead. Over the years | have
secured Federal funds to expand the Refuge.

Today, the tens of millions of people who
visit the Great Swamp and the hundreds of
other Wilderness Areas across the country
can learn about and appreciate some of the
most beautiful parts of America’s precious nat-
ural heritage.

President Johnson called the Wilderness
Act one of the “most far-reaching conservation
measures that a farsighted nation” had ever
enacted. As we mark its 50th Anniversary, my
hope is that we will continue to build on its
legacy for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of the Wilderness Act.

HONORING ARNOLD HARVEY
HON. JOHN K. DELANEY

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, today, | pay
special tribute to an outstanding citizen from
the State of Maryland, Arnold Harvey.

One of the great strengths of this country is
how the American people look out for one an-
other. When our neighbor is suffering, we lend
a hand.
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