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congratulating him on receiving such a well- 
deserved honor. He is a true American hero. 

f 

H.R. 5272, H.R. 5230, AND H.J. RES. 
76 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to express my strong opposition to two 
pieces of legislation that were brought before 
the House on August 1st, 2014. H.R. 5272 
and H.R. 5230 are partisan bills that do noth-
ing to fix our broken immigration system. 
Rather than effectively addressing the situa-
tion at the border or the larger failures of our 
immigration system, the House majority has 
chosen to penalize children by removing traf-
ficking protections for child refugees from Cen-
tral America, and preventing the administration 
from deferring the deportation of DREAMers. 

Deporting hardworking, law-abiding people 
who were brought here as children will not 
make our country safer or more prosperous. 
Our resources are limited, and the administra-
tion must have the ability to prioritize the de-
portation of those who are a threat to our 
country. Furthermore, we will not solve the cri-
sis at our border without seriously investing in 
our immigration courts and addressing the vio-
lence and poverty in Central America that are 
causing these children to flee. H.R. 5272 and 
H.R. 5230 are not sincere attempts to address 
these issues, and although I was not able to 
vote on these bills, had I been present I would 
have voted ’’no’’ on both. 

I would also like to express my strong sup-
port for H.J. Res. 76 to provide $225 million in 
emergency funding for Israel’s Iron Dome mis-
sile defense system. The Obama Administra-
tion requested the additional funds to help 
Israel replenish the scores of missiles it is 
using to defend its civilian population from 
Hamas rocket attacks. As the author of the 
Iron Dome Support Act, which authorizes fur-
ther assistance to Israel for Iron Dome, I sup-
port emergency spending to provide additional 
resources for the missile defense system, 
which has saved countless civilian lives. Had 
I been present I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.J. Res. 76. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
WARREN P. ROGERS 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Lexington, Kentucky native and busi-
nessman Warren P. Rogers for his efforts to 
find creative solutions to public infrastructure 
financing as a champion of ‘‘P3’’ public-private 
partnerships in Kentucky. 

As the federal budget faces continued chal-
lenges with autopilot spending programs and a 
massive federal debt crowding out other 
spending priorities, we must continue to look 
for creative solutions to fund public projects. In 
Kentucky, Warren Rogers has worked with the 
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, the Associ-

ated General Contractors of Kentucky, the 
League of Cities and several other organiza-
tions to champion H.B. 407, a bill that would 
clarify the rules to allow for private-public part-
nerships—often referred to as P3s—by the 
state and local governments in Kentucky. 

These partnerships are already a tool used 
by 30 other states, creating greater private- 
sector involvement and investment in public 
works, leading to better predictability, less risk 
and less cost for taxpayers. 

Mr. Rogers helped organize and co-chaired 
the Kentucky Chamber’s P3 coalition and tes-
tified on behalf of the legislation before com-
mittees to encourage its passage. Ultimately, 
the legislation passed both houses of the Ken-
tucky General Assembly with large bipartisan 
majorities—27–9 in the Senate and 86–9 in 
the House. While the Governor found cause to 
veto this legislation, the broad bipartisan sup-
port it enjoys will no doubt lead to its passage 
once again in 2015. 

On behalf of Kentucky’s Sixth Congressional 
District, I would like to thank Warren Rogers 
for his work to protect and improve Kentucky’s 
public infrastructure. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REV. AND 
MRS. WILLIE FRANK SMITH, SR. 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Rev. and Mrs. Willie Frank Smith, Sr. 
who have been married 50 years and serve as 
clergy in Lee County, Alabama. 

Rev. and Mrs. Smith met in Selma, Ala-
bama and were married on July 28, 1964 at 
New Canaan Baptist Church in Camp Hill, Ala-
bama. 

Rev. Smith has served as the pastor at 
churches in Camp Hill, Valley and Notasulga. 

The Smiths have three children including: 
Willie F. Smith Jr., a minister, medical 
transcriptionist and Christian education con-
sultant; Monique Smith Gadson, a professional 
counselor and mother of two daughters Nia 
and Imani; and Patrick T. Smith, Assistant 
Professor of Theology and Philosophy at Gor-
don-Conwell Theological Seminary and father 
of Gabrielle and Caleb. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Rev. and Mrs. Smith for their tireless service 
in the Lee County community. 

f 

HONORING DENNIS C. BLESS, 
CRNA, MS, PRESIDENT OF THE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
NURSE ANESTHETISTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
pay tribute to Dennis C. Bless, CRNA, MS, of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Mr. Bless will soon 
complete his year as national president of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists 
(AANA) whose headquarters are located in my 
Congressional district. I am proud that Mr. 

Bless was elected as the 2013–2014 president 
of this prestigious national organization. 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists 
(CRNAs) are advanced practice registered 
nurses who administer approximately 34 mil-
lion anesthetics to patients each year. They 
work in every setting in which anesthesia is 
delivered, including hospital surgical suites, 
obstetrical delivery rooms, ambulatory surgical 
centers, and the offices of dentists, podiatrists, 
and specialty surgeons. They also provide 
acute and chronic pain management services 
to patients in need of such care. CRNAs pro-
vide anesthesia for all types of surgical cases 
and are the sole anesthesia providers in many 
rural hospitals. 

As a CRNA for nearly 20 years, Mr. Bless 
has contributed greatly to the health care com-
munity in Minnesota and nationwide, serving 
as a clinical nurse anesthetist at Fairview 
Southdale Hospital in Edina, Minnesota. Mr. 
Bless also serves as an adjunct instructor for 
St. Mary’s University of Minnesota and clinical/ 
didactic instructor for the Minneapolis School 
of Anesthesia. He has demonstrated a lifelong 
commitment to his professional education and 
development. Mr. Bless was awarded his Mas-
ter of Science degree in nurse anesthesia 
from St. Mary’s University of Minnesota, a cer-
tificate in nurse anesthesia from the Min-
neapolis School of Anesthesia, a Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing from the University 
of Minnesota and his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in agricultural business from Iowa State 
University. 

In addition to his service as AANA Presi-
dent, Mr. Bless has held various leadership 
positions in the AANA, including President- 
elect, Treasurer, Director Region 4, and as a 
member of numerous AANA committees. Mr. 
Bless also serves on the Board of Directors 
for the AANA Associations Management Serv-
ices and is a distinguished speaker on anes-
thesia topics, lecturing nationwide on the safe-
ty, value and cost-effectiveness of CRNA care. 

During his AANA Presidency, Mr. Bless has 
been a prominent advocate for patients and 
for the practice of nurse anesthetists before 
federal agencies and members of Congress. 
He has worked tirelessly to promote anes-
thesia patient safety and the value of CRNAs 
to our healthcare system: recognition of 
CRNAs as Full Practice Providers in the Vet-
erans Health Administration (VHA), proper im-
plementation of provider non-discrimination re-
quirements, and appropriate recognition of the 
full scope of CRNA practice, including pain 
management and related services in the Medi-
care system. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. 
Bless today on a job well done. His service to 
the AANA, his patients and his commitment to 
high quality health care nationwide are truly 
commendable. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing his notable career and out-
standing achievements. 

f 

HONORING DR. ROBERT C. KEEN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary accomplishments of 
Bobby C. Keen, Ph.D., President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Hancock Regional Hos-
pital, in my congressional district. 
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Dr. Keen began his career at Hancock Re-

gional Hospital in 1994 as its Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer. Five 
months later Dr. Keen was promoted to Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer, the position 
he held for the next twenty years. 

Dr. Keen’s professional awards and 
achievements are many and noteworthy. They 
include the Hancock County Mental Health As-
sociation’s Time, Talents and Treasures 
Award, and the Indiana Hospital Association’s 
Distinguished Service Award. Dr. Keen was 
also appointed by three former Governors to 
serve on the Executive Committee of the Indi-
ana Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation 
Board, as well as severing under two Gov-
ernors on the Hospital Council of the Indiana 
State Department of Health. 

Hancock Regional Hospital has been an 
outstanding example of premier health care 
success in Indiana by delivering top notch 
medical care and providing expertise to the 
community. Dr. Keen’s steadfast dedication 
and continued leadership within the hospital 
has been vital to its success. 

Dr. Keen retired from his duties heading this 
exemplary institution this past June. I ask the 
entire 6th Congressional District to join me in 
thanking him for his long career and service to 
his hospital and community. 

f 

HONORING THE NEW YORK HALL 
OF SCIENCE ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the New York Hall of Science on 
the 50th anniversary of its dedication. The Hall 
of Science is a true jewel that Queens and all 
New Yorkers are so proud to have in our city. 

This year, Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
in Queens celebrates the 75th anniversary of 
the 1939–40 World’s Fair and the 50th anni-
versary of the 1964–65 World’s Fair. 

The fairs brought the world together in 
Queens to share experiences and see the 
newest technologies and products that would 
one day change our world. 

What began as a fair pavilion showcasing 
exhibits about atomic energy, space explo-
ration and satellite communication has evolved 
over five decades into one of the world’s pre-
eminent centers for science education and 
teacher professional development. 

The legacy of the Fair is present not just in 
the vintage NASA rockets still in the muse-
um’s front yard, but in the spirit of innovation, 
discovery and a quest for knowledge that still 
permeates the Hall of Science’s more than 
400 exhibits, which include the country’s larg-
est Science Playground and a miniature golf- 
course where each hole teaches a lesson in 
space physics. 

In celebration of its 50th anniversary, the 
Hall of Science has just completed a $50 mil-
lion fundraising campaign. Two new exhibi-
tions are coming on line this year. Design Lab 
will introduce visitors to the creative design 
process and Connected Worlds will present an 
immersive digital environment where visitors 
can explore sustainability and learn how their 
personal actions have a global impact. The 

campaign has also enabled a $25 million res-
toration of the Great Hall, the original World’s 
Fair pavilion. Wallace Harrison’s iconic space- 
age ‘‘Cathedral to Science’’ with its soaring 
stained glass walls rising 100 feet in the air 
once again stands as a majestic, inspirational 
destination for hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to get excited about science, technology, 
engineering and math. 

The New York Hall of Science is also pre-
paring to host its fifth annual World Maker 
Faire on September 20–21. At the great 
World’s Fairs, governments and industry pre-
sented exhibitions on what they thought the 
future would hold. At World Maker Faire, it is 
the makers themselves who are offering a pre-
view of the future. More than 600 projects will 
be on display, giving people a glimpse at the 
best of creativity in all its forms. The Hall’s 
President, Dr. Margaret Honey, was among 
the distinguished guests invited by the Presi-
dent to celebrate the first ever White House 
Maker Faire earlier this year, and the White 
House Office of Science and Technology Pol-
icy has been a major supporter of the maker 
movement as it has grown and evolved world-
wide. The movement is tapping into our innate 
sense of curiosity, creativity and collaboration, 
with staggering results. More than 100 maker 
faires took place around the globe last year. 

The National Science Foundation, the Insti-
tute of Museum and Library Services, the Of-
fice of Naval Research, NASA and the U.S. 
Department of Education have all been major 
supporters of the Hall of Science. Recognizing 
this important institution’s impact on education 
for students, teachers and families, these 
agencies, not to mention my office and the en-
tire New York delegation, have all supported 
investments in new educational resources, ex-
hibits and programs that each year serve a 
half-million museum visitors (many of them 
children on school field trips), help more than 
3,000 teachers enhance their capacity as edu-
cators, and inspire countless young people to 
pursue careers in the STEM fields. 

Today, I salute the Hall of Science, a re-
spected leading institution among science 
education centers worldwide. I wish that all 
Americans have the chance to visit the Hall at 
some point in their lives. For the New Yorkers 
that haven’t visited yet, I hope you have a 
chance to visit this Queens treasure as soon 
as you can. 

f 

HONORING PATTI GILMORE 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Patti Gilmore of Hutto, TX. A pillar of 
this quiet town nestled in the heart of my con-
gressional district, Patti is retiring after years 
of exemplary service to her beloved commu-
nity. 

Daily life in a city like Hutto rests upon the 
shoulders of dedicated public servants like 
Patti Gilmore. Throughout her career, she was 
the indispensible woman, juggling a multitude 
of responsibilities, performing great work 
whenever needed, and making it look easy. 
As if managing the administrative support and 
operations of the City Manager’s office wasn’t 
enough work, Patti coordinated meetings, 

press releases, and distributed the informative 
Hutto Highlights newsletter. She also man-
aged the legislative initiatives for the City while 
maintaining effective relations with other gov-
ernmental entities. 

Patti’s dedication to making Hutto a great 
place to live is second to none. She pioneered 
countless programs such as Hutto Day at the 
Capitol, Youth in Government, Hutto Citizen’s 
University, and Hutto Matters. She led and 
served on numerous civic committees includ-
ing Hutto Has Heart, Friday Night Live, Youth 
Advisory Task Force, and Marketing Task 
Force. Patti is also very active in several com-
munity organizations including the Hutto Lions 
Club, Hutto Discovery Methodist Church, and 
Al-Anon. 

Yet Patti’s commitment to service doesn’t 
end at the Hutto city limits. Working with the 
Adopt-A-Unit program, she has been instru-
mental in obtaining donations, organizing 
events and providing support to deployed 
troops and their families. Her acts are a sign 
of true patriotism to our great nation and to 
the men and women who serve our country. 

Patti Gilmore’s extraordinary commitment to 
service reflects the best values of Central 
Texas. She has positively impacted the lives 
of thousands and there’s no doubt that Hutto 
is a better place because of her. I join all the 
people of Hutto in saluting her service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LARRY AND 
DONNA PRESLEY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Mr. and Mrs. Larry Presley who have 
been married 56 years and serve as clergy in 
Lee County, Alabama. 

Larry and Donna met while attending Phil-
lips University in Enid, Oklahoma. They were 
married on August 30, 1958 in Overland Park, 
Kansas. They moved to Lee County, Alabama, 
in 1987. 

Larry has been in the ministry 57 years and 
still serves as full-time minister in Opelika, Ala-
bama. The Presleys have two sons, Lynn and 
Jamey. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Larry and Donna Presley for their tireless 
service in the Lee County community. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. NICHOLAS BYZ-
ANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a significant milestone in the life of 
St. Nicholas Byzantine Catholic Parish of Lo-
rain, Ohio in my District. The parish will cele-
brate its 100th anniversary on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, 2014. 

The parish history recounts that on Sep-
tember 14, 1914, the first Byzantine Catholic 
bishop, Bishop Soter Ortinsky, dedicated St. 
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