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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CELEBRATING FORT BRAGG’S
PAUL BUNYAN DAYS 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize the Paul Bunyan Days in Fort
Bragg, California, on the event of its 75th An-
niversary August 29, Sunday, through Sep-
tember 1, 2014.

For seventy-five years, the citizens of Fort
Bragg have celebrated and honored the his-
tory of the community and its foundation in
logging. The first celebration of Paul Bunyan,
a giant lumberjack in American Folklore, was
held in the year 1939. As the economy and
culture of the coast continue to change, this
three-day celebration will continue to honor
the town’s roots, history, and traditions.

With the dedication of its residents, Fort
Bragg’'s Paul Bunyan Days will surely continue
to be a wonderful celebration for the entire
family. Please join me in expressing hearty
congratulations to Fort Bragg’s Paul Bunyan
Days on the occasion of the festival’s 75th an-
niversary.

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL SO-
CIETY OF THE DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION’S
CONSTITUTION WEEK

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
highlight an important occasion, National Con-
stitution Week. The important designation was
made official by President Dwight Eisenhower
on August 2, 1956 at the urging of the Na-
tional Society of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution (DAR).

Constitution Week is celebrated every year
during the week of September 17-23. The
week-long celebration commemorates Amer-
ica’s most important and oldest living docu-
ment. It has grown and evolved slightly over
the years, but the Constitution has always
been a symbol of freedom for the United
States, as well as people around the world.

| am especially proud of the work done by
the Ecor Rouge Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution in Baldwin County,
Alabama, to bring attention to our nation’s
most important governing document during
Constitution Week.

Constitution Week not only celebrates this
iconic document, but also encourages citizens
to take the time to read and learn about the
document and reflect on what values it em-
bodies as a primary symbol of freedom and
patriotism. This week encourages reflection
and celebrates our founding document which

means so much to the history of the United
States.

As the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion have stated, the purpose of this celebra-
tion is to emphasize citizens’ responsibilities
for protecting and defending the Constitution,
inform people that the Constitution is the basis
for America’s great heritage, and encourage
the study of the historical events which led to
the framing of the Constitution in September
1787.

Mr. Speaker, we are, and have been from
our birth, a nation that guarantees our citizens’
very basic rights. And our government, as its
very core function, is supposed to keep these
rights secure. Our government does not create
its own powers. Our government only gets its
powers from the citizens’ consent. That is why
our Constitution is so important.

So on this Constitution Week, | encourage
all Americans to take time to read our nation’s
Constitution and refresh our minds to the leg-
acy of the document on which our nation’s
government is rooted.

———

HONORING DR. JASON TAYLOR
SNODGRASS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievement of Dr. Jason Taylor Snodgrass of
Independence, Missouri. Dr. Snodgrass is the
principal of Fort Osage High School in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, and has been selected by
the Missouri Association of Secondary School
Principals as the 2014 Missouri High School
Principal of the Year. This prestigious award
recognizes Dr. Snodgrass’s ability to excel in
the ever-demanding role of principal in all as-
pects of education.

Dr. Snodgrass is a major contributing factor
to the increasing success students are finding
at Fort Osage High School. His results-driven
leadership has seen an increase in the aver-
age ACT score and a 10% increase in ACT
participation. His mantra, “Here at Fort Osage,
we do things a little bit better!” has built up
school spirit and pride while empowering the
students of Fort Osage High School into be-
lieving in themselves and their own future. Dr.
Snodgrass is a true asset to the Fort Osage
School District with his commitment to stu-
dents, relationship building and long-range
goals for students, teachers and Fort Osage
High School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in ap-
plauding Dr. Jason Taylor Snodgrass’s out-
standing professionalism and commitment to
educating the American youth. | join with Dr.
Snodgrass’s colleagues, family, friends, and
students in congratulating him on his out-
standing achievement, and wish him good luck
in his future endeavors.

TEXAS TOWNS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, one of the
best things about Texas is the fact that Texas
towns each have their own unique history.
There are hundreds of stories about towns
and their colorful past and the settlers who
founded them. However, the most interesting
part of their unique history is how each town
received its name.

A notable example is Gun Barrel City that
picked up its name in the 1920s prohibition
era. The secluded area in North Texas was
also one of the hideouts for Bonnie and Clyde.
Apparently, a moonshiner living on the main
road to the remote area sat in his front room
with a shotgun barrel sticking out of the win-
dow, watching for Federal Revenuers and
Texas lawmen. Thus, came the name Gun
Barrel City.

Dime Box was first called Brown’s Mill in the
1860s. Since there was no Postal Service,
settlers would leave mail in a wooden box at
the mill with a dime. Old Man Brown would
then take the letters (and dimes) then go 15
miles away to the official post office in
Giddings and pick up mail for the community.
When the Post Office eventually appeared, it
made the community change its name. The
concern was that Brown’s Mill sounded too
much like Brownsville; naturally they could not
have that. So, they decided on Dime Box. Not
to be outdone, by the “10 cent town,” there is
a Nickel, Texas.

Notrees, which you can guess by its literal
name, is obviously in barren west Texas. It re-
ceived the name when the only tree in the
area was cut down for an oil and gas drilling
boom in the 1940s.

There are many more such places in Texas
with odd names, such as Hoop and Holler in
nearby Liberty County. The list goes on, in-
cluding towns like: Salty, Oatmeal, Earth, Mos-
cow, Turkey, Tarzan, Ding Dong, Happy,
Paris, Bigfoot, Muleshoe, and Hogeye.

My all-time favorite is Cut and Shoot, Texas,
close to Conroe. There are several versions of
how it got its name, but the one that seems
the most credible comes from The History of
Montgomery County, by William Harley
Gandy, whose family members witnessed this
story firsthand. According to Gandy, the fol-
lowing happened 112 years ago:

The homesteaders in this area were a God-
fearing community of a couple hundred. They
erected a community church/school for almost
all denominations to use, including the Meth-
odists, Missionary Baptists, and Hard Shell
Baptists. However, they prohibited the Mor-
mons and Apostolics from using the building.

All went well with the different religious
groups until an out-of-towner of the Apostolic
faith showed up ready to preach to the local
sinners at the church house. Pastor Stamps
was welcomed by some, but not by others.
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Soon the community was divided into two
groups: the “Let him Preach” group and the
“He Aint Preaching” group. The two groups
agreed to vote on it and set a meeting for
Sunday morning, July 21, 1912. Someone
locked the door of the meeting house, likely to
keep the Preacher from preaching. Word got
around that the door to the church was locked.
Those who sided with Stamps vowed to break
the doors down. So, both sides sent “Paul Re-
vere riders” throughout the town, telling them
to bring their firearms to the scheduled Sun-
day church meeting.

On Sunday morning, both sides showed up
at the locked church building. Many had not
only packed a lunch, but they also put their
knives and pistols in their wagons just in case
there was trouble. The obvious argument be-
tween the two sides erupted, and guns and
knives were brandished. Unkind words may
have been uttered as well.

Eventually, the “Let him preach” (in the
building) crowd backed off. So preacher
Stamps had to preach under a nearby tree.
Later, a makeshift structure was erected for
Stamps to preach all summer long under
some shade—but he could not enter the
church building.

However, the churchgoers headed off to
court the next day. Both sides filed assault
and disorderly conduct charges on the other
with a nearby local Justice of the Peace (JP).
Obscene language charges were alleged as
well. (I guess unkind words were actually spo-
ken at the church house by the church goers.)

When the JP inquired of a witness where
the altercation took place in the County, a wit-
ness not knowing the actual location replied
that it happened at the place of the cutting
and shooting fight. The name Cut and Shoot
stuck, and the rest is Texas history.

Let it be known that the names of Texas
towns are not random, but a living symbol of
what once was. They give us Texans a peak
into how life used to be. The names of these
towns represent vivid stories about culture and
community with just a couple of words, all
adding to the rich history of our great state.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO BRUCE
WAYNE PHILPOTT

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Bruce Wayne Philpott of
Pasadena, California, former Pasadena Police
Chief, who passed away on Tuesday, July 29,
2014, after courageously battling a prolonged
illness.

Born in Portland, Oregon on January 8,
1944, to Vernon and Zoe Philpott, Bruce grew
up in Portland and later, in Sunland, Cali-
fornia. A natural athlete, Bruce enjoyed sports,
especially baseball, hiking and camping, and
fishing trips with his father and his two broth-
ers, Kent and Gary. He earned his Bachelor of
Science Degree from California State Univer-
sity Los Angeles and completed graduate
studies at the University of Southern California
School of Public Administration.

As a young man, Bruce became a law en-
forcement officer with the Pasadena Police
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Department. He served the police department
with honor and distinction for 28 years, suc-
cessfully moving through the ranks to the posi-
tion of Chief of Police. In addition to his work
with the police department, Chief Philpott
served his community as a Special Assistant
to the Pasadena City Manager and Director of
Northwest Development, commander of the
Pasadena Fire Department’s Support Services
Division, as well as teaching classes at Pasa-
dena High School and Pasadena City College.
He received several awards including the
Community Ethics Award from the Glendale
Character and Ethics Project, the Brotherhood
Citation from the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, and the Pasadena Police
Department’s Silver Award of Merit.

After his retirement, in 1991, Chief Philpott
continued to ardently serve his community
through political activism and volunteering with
numerous organizations. He was known for
being outspoken and tenacious, with a pas-
sion for social justice and advocating for
youth, especially related to inequity and pov-
erty. Bruce helped revitalize the northwest
Pasadena community and played a significant
role in the Villa Parke youth boxing program.
He was the co-founder and served on the
board of the Community Non-Violence Re-
source Center, co-founder and Board Presi-
dent of Day One, a nonprofit organization fo-
cused on addressing issues of drug, alcohol
and tobacco abuse in Pasadena area youth,
and he developed and facilitated the Partner-
ship Workshop, Healing the Heart of America,
A National Cities Conference, in Richmond,
Virginia. In addition, he served on the board of
directors for the Jackie Robinson Foundation,
Pasadena Boys and Girls Club, Pasadena
Planned Parenthood, Child Health Foundation
and the Western Justice Center Foundation.

Bruce is survived by his three children, Kris
Strong, Kelly Sturgeon and Greg Philpott, his
brother, Kent Philpott, and his five grand-
children, Dustin, Samantha, Carson, Nicole
and Mark.

Chief Philpott was an irreplaceable part of
our community, and he will be greatly missed.
A model public servant and a man of impec-
cable character, | ask all members to join me
in remembering Bruce Wayne Philpott.

RECOGNIZING VALERIE RASCHKE

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Valerie (Val) Raschke who is
transitioning from her position as Congres-
sional Representative after serving the district
for nearly two years.

Val served as District Scheduler and Marin
County Field Representative for California’s
6th District State Assembly Office for five
years prior to joining California’s 2nd Congres-
sional District Office staff at the beginning of
the 113th Congress. Val's steadfast devotion
to the constituents of Marin County and
Sonoma County performing a myriad of as-
signments  helped countless individuals
throughout the region tackle challenging
issues. With a special attention to veterans’
services, Val worked tirelessly to improve con-
ditions for others. Her work with the military
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academy nominations helped many students
navigate the applications process in hopes of
serving the country.

Val served as my trusted representative in
many community events where she was al-
ways regarded for her professional and
thoughtful manner. Her expertise and personal
flair in the creation of hundreds of certificates
of recognition over the years, and more re-
cently, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD statements,
were greatly valued by the many recipients of
these honors. Revered for her strong work
ethic, command of the written language, com-
petence for managing sophisticated database
systems, and wonderful sense of humor, Val
has been an invaluable member of my staff in
the State Assembly and the Second Congres-
sional District and will be missed.

The residents of our congressional districts
are better off today thanks to the work of Val
Raschke. Her commitment to advocating for
individuals in need of federal assistance is ap-
preciated and we wish her continued success
in the future. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at
this time that we honor and thank Val for her
many years of invaluable service to the people
of Marin and Sonoma counties.

—

IN MEMORY OF JONATHAN
FRENCH

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Jonathan French of Glendale, KY.
Only 25 years old, Jonathan was killed in a
tragic accident while doing his job as a volun-
teer firefighter.

Jonathan’s death represents the first on-
duty firefighter to be killed in the line of duty
there since July 1970. The entire Hardin
County community is grieving the loss—a
young man who was a son, a brother, a men-
tor and a fiancé.

His interests included hunting and rooting
for the University of Kentucky’s basketball
team, but his passion was firefighting. A fellow
Glendale volunteer firefighter reiterated that in
an interview with the local paper, The News-
Enterprise. “He loved keeping the fire trucks
clean. He took his firefighting seriously. He
was one heck of a good man.”

A dedicated public servant, Jonathan was
taken too soon. But his legacy and strong de-
sire to serve his community will surely con-
tinue. | join with Kentucky’s Second District in
sending prayers to Jonathan’s family. We will
miss him and are thankful for his service.

—

HONORING DR. EDWARD
GETTEMEIER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 9, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievement of Dr. Edward Gettemeier. Dr.
Gettemeier is the principal of Hardin Middle
School in St. Charles, Missouri, and has been
selected by the Missouri Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals as the 2014 Missouri
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