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AN APPRECIATION TO AMERICAN 

SONGWRITERS 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that 
American songwriters are my sweethearts. 
Their ability to conjure emotion and experi-
ence into a tune that can be enjoyed by all ri-
vals any talent in the world. 

Recently, I sponsored H.R. 4079, the Song-
writer Equity Act of 2014, because of the obvi-
ous inequity that exists in the rate structure for 
songwriters and performers. It is my hope that 
this disparity will be corrected but not solely at 
the expense, however, of our nation’s and my 
home state’s radio and television broadcast 
stations. 

The art of songwriting depends on a vibrant 
workplace, which unfortunately is becoming 
more and more difficult to find. If we want to 
continue to lead the world in music, from a 
cultural and economic perspective, future 
changes to our copyright laws should be 
aimed at supporting and helping the American 
songwriter. 

f 

HONORING LAMBS OF GOD, INC. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a landmark establish-
ment within the Clinton community that pro-
vides one of the most critical and essential 
services for all working parents: Lambs of 
God, Inc. 

Lambs of God, Inc., formerly known as 
Agape’ Childcare, was established on August 
1987 by Jessie and Shirley Burns of Bolton, 
Mississippi. Over the past two decades, the 
establishment has changed ownership and 
name twice, but the quality of childcare and 
nurturing has continued to grow for over 20 
years. In 1998, Victor and Cantrell Keyes, also 
of Bolton, Mississippi, became the new own-
ers and changed the name to Agape Christian 
Academy. In June 2005, Kenneth and Vickie 
Lewis of Clinton, Mississippi became the es-
tablishment’s present day owners and re-
named the business Lambs of God, Inc. 

Over 1000 children have been served and 
ministered to through Lambs of God, Inc. 

Founded in reference to John 21:15. The 
business is currently licensed to serve 57 chil-
dren and is dedicated to developing and nur-
turing the physical, cognitive, emotional, and 
social growth in a safe Christian learning envi-
ronment. 

In addition to providing childcare, the estab-
lishment also offers summer camp, preschool, 
afterschool, before school drop-off, A’Beka tu-
torial and two well-balanced meals and two 
afternoon snacks. The overall mission of 
Lambs of God, Inc. is to interactively engage 
a child’s educational needs while promoting 
professionalism in the field of childcare. 

The vision and inspiration for Lambs of God, 
Inc. manifested via the encouragement given 
by Mrs. Daisy Johnson, owner of Kids Are 
Kids Learning Center in Brandon, Mississippi. 

Her insight in the field of childcare gave Mr. 
and Mrs. Lewis the inspiration and the tools 
needed to encourage and redirect families and 
single parents. Childcare became the perfect 
opportunity to lay a strong spiritual/educational 
foundation, build character and exemplify love, 
all while strengthening the community and es-
tablishing lifelong relationships. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Lambs of God, Inc. for its’ past 
and present dedication to providing impec-
cable, dependable childcare services in an ef-
fort to help families of all backgrounds within 
the Clinton community. 
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HONORING MASTER CHIEF PETTY 
OFFICER FRANCIS L. WAWROSKI, 
JR., U.S. NAVY RET. 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the contributions of the late Master 
Chief Petty Officer Francis L. Wawroski, Jr., 
U.S. Navy Ret. of Laredo, Texas—a well- 
known veteran, educator, and philanthropist. 

Master Chief Wawroski was a graduate of 
Southwest Texas State University. After grad-
uating Master Chief Wawroski served a tour of 
duty in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War. 
After being honorably discharged from the 
U.S. Army, Master Chief Wawroski enlisted in 
the U.S. Naval reserve, where he continued to 
serve for 32 years including service during 
Operation Desert Storm. 

Master Chief Wawroski was also a long- 
term educator; he retired after 33 years of 
service with the Laredo Independent School 
District. Master Chief Wawroski was an honor-
able teacher, administrator and mentor to both 
colleagues and students. Civic involvements 
were also considered high priority to Master 
Chief Wawroski. These civic involvements in-
cluded various community organizations, most 
recently with the Laredo Veteran’s Coalition. 

Master Chief Wawroski is survived by his 
wife of 41 years, Francisca Gamboa 
Wawroski; their loving children Judith 
Wawroski-Addison, Valerie Wawroski-Rodri-
guez, and Dr. Patricia Wawroski-Mendoza; 
and his first granddaughter Olivia Marie Rodri-
guez. Master Chief Wawroski is also survived 
by his brother, MSG John W. Wawroski, U.S. 
Army Ret.; sister, Sandra M. Wawroski; and a 
foster brother, Eugene Perales. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had the 
opportunity to recognize the late Master Chief 
Petty Officer Francis L. Wawroski, Jr., U.S. 
Navy Ret. for his hard work and generosity 
that has truly impacted many lives and our 
community. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN 
‘‘SHERM’’ SHERMAN LEHMAN OF 
BUFFALO MILLS, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my constituent John ‘‘Sherm’’ 

Sherman Lehman, a lifelong resident of Buf-
falo Mills, Pennsylvania. He is currently 100 
years old. 

Sherm Lehman was born on September 6, 
1913, one of 14 brothers and sisters. He at-
tended Hyndman High School until the age of 
15, when he began working at the Celanese 
Corporation in Cumberland, Maryland to help 
support his family. He worked there for the 
next 45 years, seven months, and 17 days. 

Sherm Lehman has always been deeply in-
volved with his family, his church, and his 
local community. He married Geraldine Miller 
on January 25, 1936, and they have been to-
gether for 62 years, with three sons and two 
daughters who continue to reside in the Bed-
ford, Pennsylvania region. His faith was par-
ticularly important to him, and he continues to 
worship at Christ Lutheran Church. Sherm 
even celebrated his 100th birthday in 2013 
there, joined by many friends and family mem-
bers. In addition, Sherm served on the 
Hyndman-Londonderry School Board in the 
1950s, served as church treasurer, and re-
mains an active member in the local Lions 
Club. 

Sherm was drafted into the U.S. Navy in 
February 1945, and was honorably discharged 
when World War II ended six months later. As 
he describes it, ‘‘When the Germans found out 
Lehman was coming they decided to sur-
render right then and there.’’ Sherm continued 
to express joy and success in athletics, win-
ning over 100 medals in track and field events 
in the Bedford County Senior Olympics. He 
also went on to compete in the 100 meter 
dash in the National Senior Olympics held in 
St. Louis, Missouri in 1987, when he was 74 
years old. 

John Sherman Lehman stands as an out-
standing example of American honor and citi-
zenship, and to this day he takes the time to 
vote in every election. He worked hard 
throughout his life, providing for his family and 
ensuring that future generations understand 
the ideals of genuine humility and love-for- 
country that you find so frequently in Pennsyl-
vania. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege for me to honor 
Mr. John Sherman Lehman on the floor of the 
House of Representatives today. I congratu-
late him on a life well-lived. 

f 

TRIBUTE—DOUGLAS RING 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to 
rise today to recognize the life of Mr. Douglas 
Ring, a valuable member of the Pueblo, Colo-
rado community. Mr. Ring, a beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather and friend, was a 
businessman and community servant who 
faithfully stood by his community for over four 
decades. 

Mr. Ring moved to Pueblo with his family 
when he was 14 years old where he attended 
Centennial High School, graduating in 1958. 
As an avid baker and gourmet chef, Mr. Ring 
worked in the restaurant business in multiple 
capacities, eventually opening the Great 
American Winery in 1974. Throughout the rest 
of his life, Mr. Ring fueled his passion for 
cooking and baking, bringing as many as 15 
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to 20 recipes to the Colorado State Fair each 
year, and winning an award for his baklava 
recipe. 

Mr. Ring was not only an award-winning 
chef and pastry maker, but a respected public 
servant. From 1975 to 1989, Mr. Ring served 
on the Pueblo City Council during some of 
Pueblo’s hardest economic times. He worked 
tirelessly to help the city manage the 
downsizing of the then CF&I Steel Mill and the 
Pueblo Army Depot. During this time, the un-
employment rate throughout Pueblo reached 
as high as 20 percent, forcing Mr. Ring to 
make tough decisions with his colleagues to 
determine the fate of his beloved community. 
As one of his colleagues on the Pueblo City 
Council recently said about him, Mr. Ring was 
a major influence in keeping the city moving in 
a positive direction. 

In later years, Mr. Ring became a local real-
tor, working for Prudential Platinum. Even after 
retirement, he remained active in the Pueblo 
community, serving on multiple volunteer 
boards and community projects, and spending 
time with his wife, children and grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize the 
life of Mr. Douglas Ring. He lived a life filled 
with passion for his family, friends, baking and 
cooking, and service to the Pueblo community. 
I stand with the Pueblo community and the 
State of Colorado in recognition of his life and 
service. He will be missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JENNY LIN 
FOUNDATION CONCERT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the free concert on 
August 1 organized by the Jenny Lin Founda-
tion. 

The Jenny Lin Foundation was founded 20 
years ago, in 1994, following the tragic murder 
of Jenny Lin of Castro Valley at just 14 years 
old. Thanks to her parents, John and Mei-lian, 
Jenny’s talents and spirit will never be forgot-
ten through the work of this wonderful organi-
zation. 

In recognition of Jenny’s love of music, the 
Jenny Lin Foundation sponsors a free summer 
music program. It culminates in a free commu-
nity concert each year. 

Not only have thousands of East Bay stu-
dents benefited from this music education, but 
they have gained leadership skills too. That is 
because the Foundation’s programs are stu-
dent led. 

The Foundation also supports music edu-
cation through two scholarships to help with 
private music lessons. These are annual 
awards given to a Castro Valley Unified 
School District Music Program participant cho-
sen as the ‘‘Most Promising Musician’’ and a 
Castro Valley middle school student for ‘‘Aca-
demic and Musical Achievement.’’ 

Another focus of the Jenny Lin Foundation 
is to help protect our children. It has done this 
through fairs to educate parents and children 
on how to stay safe, self-defense classes, and 
art contests. 

Thank you to John and Mei-lian, the Foun-
dation, and everyone involved in it for making 
a tremendous contribution to the East Bay. I 

want to wish everyone involved in this year’s 
concert the very best. 

It is moving to see that such a positive ben-
efit can come out of such a terrible crime. May 
the Jenny Lin Foundation continue to help our 
East Bay community for many years to come. 

f 

HONORING MURIEL ELLIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mrs. Muriel Ellis, who 
has been blazing through Mississippi’s legal 
system. 

Mrs. Ellis, 54, became the first African 
American clerk of Mississippi’s Supreme Court 
and Court of Appeals on July 1 this year, after 
being the first African American Supreme 
Court deputy clerk and chief deputy clerk. 

Mrs. Ellis worked her way through the 
clerk’s office for 23 years after beginning as a 
legal clerk in 1991. The Callaway High School 
alumna, who graduated in 1977, became chief 
deputy clerk in 2009 after being named a 
team leader in 2000 and deputy clerk in 2007. 

The Jackson native said she is blessed and 
honored to accept her new position. ‘‘I am just 
going to lead the clerk’s office forward,’’ she 
said. Mrs. Ellis took courses at Phillips Busi-
ness College and worked as a ward secretary 
for St. Dominic Hospital from 1979–1987. 

Mrs. Ellis has seen many changes since 
working in the clerk’s office. Along with Ms. 
Kathy Gillis, former Mississippi Supreme Court 
Clerk of 33 years, Mrs. Ellis supervised the of-
fice’s transition to electronic filing. Since the 
office’s mandatory e-filing for briefs and mo-
tions began on January 1, 2014, she con-
tinues to work on the electronic transition 
through implementing emailed orders and 
clerk’s notices, as well as e-filing transcripts 
and records from other trial courts. 

The clerk became interested in a career in 
the legal system when she was serving as an 
alternate juror in the Hinds County Circuit 
Court. While working in the billing edits depart-
ment at the City of Jackson Water Depart-
ment, she said she drove past the Supreme 
Court building all the time on her way to the 
Water Department office, which is also located 
on High Street. ‘‘I never knew what this build-
ing was, but I used to say: ‘That is a pretty 
building. I would love to work there some-
day,’ ’’ Mrs. Ellis said. 

Mrs. Ellis has three children: Karen Ellis 
Evans, Kimberly Ellis and Leonard Ellis; three 
grandchildren: Madison Evans, Leonard Ellis, 
III and Bryson Williams—and is married to Mr. 
Leonard Ellis, Sr. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Muriel Ellis. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NSF 
INTERNATIONAL 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the good work of NSF International and 

to commend them for their 70 years of service 
to citizens around the world. NSF International 
was founded in 1944 as the National Sanita-
tion Foundation and aimed to set standards of 
quality for food and water. Since changing 
their name to NSF International in 1990 and 
expanding their influence to other areas, such 
as certifications for consumer goods and the 
environment, they have contributed greatly to 
the well being of our citizens and our planet. 

NSF International is devoted to ensuring re-
liable and effective standards for all types of 
consumer goods, services and systems. The 
organization also provides auditing and risk 
management tools and solutions for the busi-
nesses and industries they support. They are 
truly great members of the business commu-
nity as well as valued industry partners. 

The sanitation and quality of our products 
and food present a monumentally important 
responsibility. We need to make every effort to 
ensure that people around the world receive 
healthy and safe goods and services that have 
a standardized backing. NSF International 
combines all of these values and I am proud 
to support their mission. I would like to thank 
NSF International for all their work over the 
past 70 years and wish them the best of luck 
in the future as they continue to work on be-
half of people everywhere. 

f 

21ST CENTURY ENDANGERED 
SPECIES TRANSPARENCY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4315) to amend 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to require 
publication on the Internet of the basis for 
determinations that species are endangered 
species or threatened species, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition to H.R. 4315, which would interfere 
with scientific determinations for endangered 
species recovery and divert resources towards 
unnecessary bureaucracy at the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

The Endangered Species Act is designed to 
use the best possible science to identify and 
protect our most vulnerable species from ex-
tinction. This bill would eliminate rational as-
sessment of data and instead mandate that 
any information from any state, local, or tribal 
government must be named the ‘‘best avail-
able science’’ to make decisions. It includes 
no minimum threshold, such as peer review, 
for the integrity of that data. Moreover, it in-
vites uncertainty, as there is no way to distin-
guish between conflicting data from two dif-
ferent states or localities. 

The bill also creates unnecessary and cum-
bersome reporting requirements for the Fish 
and Wildlife Service, including listing poten-
tially sensitive commercial data and species 
location information online. It includes no addi-
tional funding to complete these reports, di-
verting funds from the agency’s core mission 
of safeguarding vulnerable species. 

As the Speaker plans to recess the House 
at the end of this week, there are important 
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