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in Management and Leadership from the
NeighborWorks Training Institute of America in
Washington, DC.

Mrs. George is an important advocate for
rural communities throughout the state. She
administers and manages over 40 programs
which include: housing; business and coopera-
tive programs; community programs; and com-
munity facilities which are designed to improve
the quality of life in rural America. Rural De-
velopment is an agency that the Obama Ad-
ministration wants to see in the forefront of ef-
forts to promote renewable energy and con-
servation of natural resources while ensuring a
safe, sustainable, nutritious food supply
through the Agency’s cooperatives for present
and future users.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Trina George, a director, leader
and advocate, who is improving the quality of
life for rural America.

——————

CELEBRATING EDITH LEDERBERG
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate Edith Lederberg, who
turns 85 years old in August. Edith is a vibrant
member of our community, and a true friend
and advocate to senior citizens locally, state-
wide, and across the country. Edith has
worked for the Aging and Disability Resource
Center for 37 years. She currently serves as
Executive Director, a position she has held
since 1986. As Executive Director, she plans,
coordinates, and directs senior programming
and advocates on behalf of seniors at the
local, state, and national level. She also raises
financial resources to support programs for
Older Americans residing in Broward County.

Ms. Lederberg has been recognized for her
dedication several times over the course of
her successful career, including her selection
as a Media Representative and then as a
Regular Delegate to the White House Con-
ference on Aging. She served as President of
the Florida Association of Area Agencies on
Aging, and as Vice Chair of Broward’s Trans-
portation Disadvantaged Coordinating Board
for almost 18 years. She has been elected to
the Broward Women’s Hall of Fame and the
Broward Senior Hall of Fame.

These are just a few from her long list of ac-
complishments. Ms. Lederberg was born in
Freeport, New York and she has three chil-
dren and four grandchildren. She is a truly ex-
ceptional woman and | know | join with her
friends and family in celebrating her birthday.
| wish her good health and continued success
in the coming year.

RECOGNIZING EDMUND COOK
HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize Mr. Edmund Cook for his many
years of service to American Legion Post 506,
and to veterans in Westchester County, New
York.
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Born in Lithuania in 1945, Edmund Cook
was separated from his family in the closing
days of World War Il. After being found and
fed by American soldiers, he was put in a
“displaced persons (DP)” Red Cross camp for
five years until he was adopted by an Amer-
ican family. The kindness shown to him by
those American soldiers would have a lasting
impact on Mr. Cook, and would lead to a life-
long career of helping veterans.

After receiving a masters degree from Ford-
ham University, Edmund joined the Veterans
Administration (VA) at the Montrose, New
York, VA Hospital facility as a Clinical Social
Worker. In 1991, he was transferred to the
White Plains, New York, Veterans Center to
help soldiers suffering from PTSD in the after-
math of the Irag War. He soon started treating
veterans from all wars, and has worked tire-
lessly to ensure they all receive the care they
need. He would even go to homeless shelters
to seek out veterans in need of medical treat-
ment, and would collect clothes to give vet-
erans.

For the past 30 years, Mr. Cook has chaired
the Boys State Program for Ossining Post 506
American Legion. This program offers high
school boys the opportunity to learn how our
government works, from the local and state
level to the Federal Government. It is an im-
portant learning experience for young men
who might one day seek opportunities in gov-
ernment work. Mr. Cook has infused his pas-
sion for helping others into this program, and
he continues to inspire young men every year.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Mr. Ed-
mund Cook of Ossining, NY, for his lifetime of
service to the veterans and youth of my dis-
trict. His work has inspired others to help
those in need, and he has truly lived up to the
Veterans Administration motto, “to care for
him who shall have borne the battle.” | urge
my colleagues to join me in honoring his tre-
mendous accomplishments.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS. MAR-
THA ANN (GIBBS) MELTON ON
THE OCCASION OF HER 100TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | take this opportunity to congratulate Mrs.
Martha Ann (Gibbs) Melton, who was born on
August 7, 1914, to Charles and Chanie Gibbs.
She is the youngest and only daughter of
three siblings. Her two older brothers, Scott
and Jim, have both made their transitions.
After becoming a grandmother, Martha has
been affectionately addressed as Granny by
all who know and love her. She is indeed a
very proud grandmother with 32 grandchildren
and a host of great grandchildren and great-
great grandchildren.

Martha Ann had a very interesting child-
hood. Her father, Charles Gibbs (Poppa) was
one of 12 siblings born to Henry and Ann
(Wright) Gibbs. Grandpa Henry Gibbs was a
free slave in Clay County, West Point, Mis-
sissippi. Because he was a man of many
trades—such as a farmer, shoe maker, textile
worker, blacksmith, cotton gin operator, and
molasses mill operator—Grandpa Henry’s 12
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children also followed in his path. His freedom
came with a 225-acre land grant from the
Cottrell Plantation owner, which was eventu-
ally inherited by his children and passed down
through generations to living descendants.
The young Poppa Charles Gibbs was a very
hardworking farmer and shoemaker. His 3
children also had to work hard. Although there
was always work to do, the kids did find time
to play. Some of Granny’s favorite games
were baseball, hop scotch, and jump rope.
Her recollection of a normal day was being up
at day break, attending the one room Pooles’
school house, and then working in the cotton
fields until sundown where she was either
chopping cotton or picking up 200 pounds of
cotton a day during harvest. She took what
she learned from Pooles’ school to later earn
a GED. Granny shared one of her favorite
pastimes which was sitting and watching
Poppa operate his shoe lasting machines to
make shoes. She was always amazed how
the machine would use a needle to punch and
sew shoes. Not only did Poppa make shoes,
but he also removed soles from old shoes and
patched the soles to make them look new.

As tradition goes, the expectation is that, as
the only daughter in the household, Granny
would have a room with some special frills or
girly touches. Quite the opposite, she remem-
bers having the basics—a small bed, a trunk
and a chifferobe, and she was quite content
with her provisions. In addition, Sundays were
special in the Gibbs family. Everyone got up
early and put on their best attire for a day of
worship at Primitive Baptist Church. Granny
later became a member of Union Star Baptist
Church (West Point) where she sang in the
choir. Granny was also a member of the
Prince Hall Masons, Heroines of Jericho
Lounge, Court #324.

As a young woman, Martha Ann was a
mother to 5 children, the late Chanie (Gibbs)
Randle, Sallie (Collins) Sellars, Isaac Melton,
Jr., Amos Melton, and Clarence Melton. Her
husbands from previous marriages were the
late Willie James Collins and the late Isaac
Melton, Sr. She held a variety of jobs while liv-
ing in West Point, ranging from day work at
various homes to Bryan Bros. Packing Com-
pany, Swift and Company, working as a dry
cleaning attendant, and later as a salesperson
for American Burial Insurance Company.

In her senior years, Granny became ill and
moved to Chicago to be cared for by her
daughter, Sallie. Her church, Union Star Bap-
tist, honored her transition with a letter for
membership to Greater Garfield Baptist
Church (Chicago) under the pastorship of
Reverend George Henderson, where she
serves faithfully and is the senior member of
the Mother's Board. Granny occasionally
breaks out in song during service, and is wel-
comed by Pastor Henderson. She affirms that
her all-time favorite hymn is “I Heard the
Voice of Jesus Say.” Even though Granny has
reached this historical milestone, she con-
tinues to be one of the feistiest elders you will
ever encounter. She has been there and done
that and knows more than any of us will ever
be able to profess . . . just ask her.

| take this opportunity to congratulate Mrs.
Melton as she reaches a milestone of 100
years and commend her and her family for the
great legacy of history and the contributions
they have made to human kind.
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AN APPRECIATION TO AMERICAN
SONGWRITERS

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that
American songwriters are my sweethearts.
Their ability to conjure emotion and experi-
ence into a tune that can be enjoyed by all ri-
vals any talent in the world.

Recently, | sponsored H.R. 4079, the Song-
writer Equity Act of 2014, because of the obvi-
ous inequity that exists in the rate structure for
songwriters and performers. It is my hope that
this disparity will be corrected but not solely at
the expense, however, of our nation’s and my
home state’s radio and television broadcast
stations.

The art of songwriting depends on a vibrant
workplace, which unfortunately is becoming
more and more difficult to find. If we want to
continue to lead the world in music, from a
cultural and economic perspective, future
changes to our copyright laws should be
aimed at supporting and helping the American
songwriter.

HONORING LAMBS OF GOD, INC.
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a landmark establish-
ment within the Clinton community that pro-
vides one of the most critical and essential
services for all working parents: Lambs of
God, Inc.

Lambs of God, Inc., formerly known as
Agape’ Childcare, was established on August
1987 by Jessie and Shirley Burns of Bolton,
Mississippi. Over the past two decades, the
establishment has changed ownership and
name twice, but the quality of childcare and
nurturing has continued to grow for over 20
years. In 1998, Victor and Cantrell Keyes, also
of Bolton, Mississippi, became the new own-
ers and changed the name to Agape Christian
Academy. In June 2005, Kenneth and Vickie
Lewis of Clinton, Mississippi became the es-
tablishment's present day owners and re-
named the business Lambs of God, Inc.

Over 1000 children have been served and
ministered to through Lambs of God, Inc.

Founded in reference to John 21:15. The
business is currently licensed to serve 57 chil-
dren and is dedicated to developing and nur-
turing the physical, cognitive, emotional, and
social growth in a safe Christian learning envi-
ronment.

In addition to providing childcare, the estab-
lishment also offers summer camp, preschool,
afterschool, before school drop-off, A'Beka tu-
torial and two well-balanced meals and two
afternoon snacks. The overall mission of
Lambs of God, Inc. is to interactively engage
a child’s educational needs while promoting
professionalism in the field of childcare.

The vision and inspiration for Lambs of God,
Inc. manifested via the encouragement given
by Mrs. Daisy Johnson, owner of Kids Are
Kids Learning Center in Brandon, Mississippi.
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Her insight in the field of childcare gave Mr.
and Mrs. Lewis the inspiration and the tools
needed to encourage and redirect families and
single parents. Childcare became the perfect
opportunity to lay a strong spiritual/educational
foundation, build character and exemplify love,
all while strengthening the community and es-
tablishing lifelong relationships.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Lambs of God, Inc. for its’ past
and present dedication to providing impec-
cable, dependable childcare services in an ef-
fort to help families of all backgrounds within
the Clinton community.

———

HONORING MASTER CHIEF PETTY
OFFICER FRANCIS L. WAWROSKI,
JR., U.S. NAVY RET.

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the contributions of the late Master
Chief Petty Officer Francis L. Wawroski, Jr.,
U.S. Navy Ret. of Laredo, Texas—a well-
known veteran, educator, and philanthropist.

Master Chief Wawroski was a graduate of
Southwest Texas State University. After grad-
uating Master Chief Wawroski served a tour of
duty in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War.
After being honorably discharged from the
U.S. Army, Master Chief Wawroski enlisted in
the U.S. Naval reserve, where he continued to
serve for 32 years including service during
Operation Desert Storm.

Master Chief Wawroski was also a long-
term educator; he retired after 33 years of
service with the Laredo Independent School
District. Master Chief Wawroski was an honor-
able teacher, administrator and mentor to both
colleagues and students. Civic involvements
were also considered high priority to Master
Chief Wawroski. These civic involvements in-
cluded various community organizations, most
recently with the Laredo Veteran’s Coalition.

Master Chief Wawroski is survived by his
wife of 41 years, Francisca Gamboa
Wawroski;  their loving children  Judith
Wawroski-Addison, Valerie Wawroski-Rodri-
guez, and Dr. Patricia Wawroski-Mendoza;
and his first granddaughter Olivia Marie Rodri-
guez. Master Chief Wawroski is also survived
by his brother, MSG John W. Wawroski, U.S.
Army Ret.; sister, Sandra M. Wawroski; and a
foster brother, Eugene Perales.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had the
opportunity to recognize the late Master Chief
Petty Officer Francis L. Wawroski, Jr., U.S.
Navy Ret. for his hard work and generosity
that has truly impacted many lives and our
community.

———
PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN
“SHERM” SHERMAN LEHMAN OF

BUFFALO MILLS, PENNSYLVANIA

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my constituent John “Sherm”
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Sherman Lehman, a lifelong resident of Buf-
falo Mills, Pennsylvania. He is currently 100
years old.

Sherm Lehman was born on September 6,
1913, one of 14 brothers and sisters. He at-
tended Hyndman High School until the age of
15, when he began working at the Celanese
Corporation in Cumberland, Maryland to help
support his family. He worked there for the
next 45 years, seven months, and 17 days.

Sherm Lehman has always been deeply in-
volved with his family, his church, and his
local community. He married Geraldine Miller
on January 25, 1936, and they have been to-
gether for 62 years, with three sons and two
daughters who continue to reside in the Bed-
ford, Pennsylvania region. His faith was par-
ticularly important to him, and he continues to
worship at Christ Lutheran Church. Sherm
even celebrated his 100th birthday in 2013
there, joined by many friends and family mem-
bers. In addition, Sherm served on the
Hyndman-Londonderry School Board in the
1950s, served as church treasurer, and re-
mains an active member in the local Lions
Club.

Sherm was drafted into the U.S. Navy in
February 1945, and was honorably discharged
when World War Il ended six months later. As
he describes it, “When the Germans found out
Lehman was coming they decided to sur-
render right then and there.” Sherm continued
to express joy and success in athletics, win-
ning over 100 medals in track and field events
in the Bedford County Senior Olympics. He
also went on to compete in the 100 meter
dash in the National Senior Olympics held in
St. Louis, Missouri in 1987, when he was 74
years old.

John Sherman Lehman stands as an out-
standing example of American honor and citi-
zenship, and to this day he takes the time to
vote in every election. He worked hard
throughout his life, providing for his family and
ensuring that future generations understand
the ideals of genuine humility and love-for-
country that you find so frequently in Pennsyl-
vania.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege for me to honor
Mr. John Sherman Lehman on the floor of the
House of Representatives today. | congratu-
late him on a life well-lived.

TRIBUTE—DOUGLAS RING
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
rise today to recognize the life of Mr. Douglas
Ring, a valuable member of the Pueblo, Colo-
rado community. Mr. Ring, a beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather and friend, was a
businessman and community servant who
faithfully stood by his community for over four
decades.

Mr. Ring moved to Pueblo with his family
when he was 14 years old where he attended
Centennial High School, graduating in 1958.
As an avid baker and gourmet chef, Mr. Ring
worked in the restaurant business in multiple
capacities, eventually opening the Great
American Winery in 1974. Throughout the rest
of his life, Mr. Ring fueled his passion for
cooking and baking, bringing as many as 15
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