July 30, 2014

Social Security benefits similar to what is pro-
vided to private sector employees on Guam
who contribute to Social Security. The Guam
Legislature unanimously passed a resolution
requesting for me to introduce legislation that
would remove Guam from the exclusion of the
definition of “State” for Section 218. The
Guam Legislature wishes to provide the gov-
ernment of Guam with the opportunity to enter
into a Section 218 agreement to have their
employees covered under Social Security.
They have identified a local funding source to
begin contributions to the Social Security Trust
Fund.

In closing, | urge support for this bill to rec-
tify this inequity and provide government em-
ployees in Guam and American Samoa an
equal opportunity to contribute into Social Se-
curity. | thank Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA
for cosponsoring this bill, and I look forward to
working with my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to advance this legislation.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | was
called away yesterday, July 29, 2014, for an
important meeting along with local officials at
Southwest Key, a shelter in my district for
youth that crossed the border illegally. | would
like to submit my votes on the matters consid-
ered by the House in my absence.

For rollcall vote No. 458, ordering the pre-
vious questions on H. Res. 693—the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 4315—21st
Century Endangered Species Transparency
Act, | would have voted “yea.”

For rollcall vote No. 459 on adoption of H.
Res. 693—the rule providing for consideration
of H.R. 4315—21st Century Endangered Spe-
cies Transparency Act, | would have voted
“vea.”

For rollcall vote No. 460 on Amendment No.
2 by Rep. DEFAzIO (D-OR) to exclude sci-
entific information published solely in internal
Interior Department publications from the defi-
nition of “best available science,” | would have
voted “nay.”

For rollcall vote No. 461 on Amendment No.
3 by Rep. HOLT (D-NJ) to strike a provision
which includes all data submitted by State,
County or Tribal governments as “best avail-
able science,” | would have voted “nay.”

For rollcall vote No. 462 on Rep. KIRK-
PATRICK (D—-AZ) Motion to Recommit H.R.
4315 with instructions, | would have voted
“nay.”

For rollcall vote No. 463 on passage of H.R.
4315—21st Century Endangered Species
Transparency Act, | would have voted “yea.”

For rollcall vote No. 464 on H.R. 4809 to re-
authorize the Defense Production Act, to im-
prove the Defense Production Act Committee,
| would have voted “yea.”
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RAISING AWARENESS OF HEPA-
TITIS C AND FORGING A PATH
TO ITS ERADICATION

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize The Second Annual African Amer-
ican Hepatitis C Awareness Action Day which
was held on Friday, July 25, 2014. Hepatitis C
is a deadly and contagious viral disease that
attacks the liver and kills thousands of Ameri-
cans each year. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), an es-
timated 3.2 million people in the United States
have chronic Hepatitis C virus infection, many
of them unknowingly in the absence of symp-
toms. African-Americans have been dispropor-
tionately afflicted by the Hepatitis C virus more
than any other ethnic group, representing an
estimated 22 percent of chronic Hepatitis C
cases in the United States.

The National Black Leadership Commission
on AIDS, Inc. (NBLCA) has played a tremen-
dous role in raising awareness by organizing
the African American Hepatitis C Awareness
Action Day. HIV infected persons are more
susceptible to contracting the Hepatitis C
virus, thus it is critical that people at risk are
made aware in order to prolong a quality life.
NBLCA does the community and its residents
an exceptional service, surpassing its mission
of educating African-Americans on means to
counteract HIV/AIDS and other health dispari-
ties across the nation.

NBLCA has serviced thousands of organiza-
tions through technical assistance, develop-
ment, and public policy. Their actions have
garnished over $2 billion in federal funding for
HIV/AIDS, formulating the first programs exist-
ing in the black community to address the
problems caused by the HIV/AIDS virus. Fur-
thermore, NBLCA continues to maintain chief
consultant positions on various health related
issues in numerous national organizations.
They remain partners with the Congressional
Black Caucus, the National Association of
Black Social Workers, and the National Cau-
cus of Black State Legislators, totaling over
500 black state officials being represented by
the organization. NBLCA is also a prominent
partner of the National Baptist Ministers’ Con-
vention, which represents 8.2 million African
Americans. Internationally, this well-accom-
plished organization has served as an advisor
on HIV/AIDS related issues to the United Na-
tions, Gabon, Central African Republic, Ugan-
da, The Bahamas, and others.

During this week, NBLCA has partnered
with health care organizations and providers to
provide communities with free screening serv-
ices and information on behaviors associated
with contracting the Hepatitis C virus. This ini-
tiative will allow many people who are un-
knowingly infected with the Hepatitis C virus to
receive treatment before the virus causes fatal
conditions such as liver cancer or cirrhosis.
With the establishment of alliances with com-
munity leaders, clergy, and public officials
across the nation, NBLCA has truly become a
remarkable asset inspiring a much needed
element of change within our communities.

Fortunately for millions across the world suf-
fering from this chronic disease, an effective
and curative treatment for the Hepatitis C
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virus, Solvadi, has been developed by the
U.S. based pharmaceutical company Gilead
Sciences, Inc. However, it is disappointing that
the high cost of Solvadi, $84,000 for a 12-
week treatment, may leave the drug inacces-
sible to many Americans reliant on Medicaid.
State Governments and health insurers in the
U.S. will be challenged as they seek to pro-
vide this curative treatment to a large popu-
lation of beneficiaries who otherwise could not
afford it. Solvaldi is truly a triumph in modem
medicine but if it cannot be made affordable to
all those in need of treatment, it would cer-
tainly fail to serve its purpose. It is especially
disheartening to learn that Gilead has offered
to supply its ground breaking drug to foreign
countries at up to a 99 percent discount of the
price within the United States. Hepatitis C is a
contagious chronic disease that often requires
decades of treatment and expensive organ
transplant procedures. If made affordable,
Solvadi could save our country’s health care
system indefinite costs.

We are in the midst of a golden opportunity
to rid the world of a disease that has claimed
the lives of countless people. As evolution
continues to give rise to new disease that may
plague future generations, we must make a
fervent national commitment to eliminating dis-
ease and ensuring the health of our citizens
as we have in the past against diseases such
as polio and smallpox. | am glad we have or-
ganizations such as the NBLCA, who is fight-
ing the good fight on the grassroots level. It
would be a great triumph for humanity and
modem medicine to speak of Hepatitis C as a
disease of the past.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in raising aware-
ness of such a debilitating disease and sup-
port appropriations that grant funding to non-
profit organizations like the NBLCA across our
Great Nation. These talented organizations do
such a tremendous job saving so many lives.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF KEVIN LEO OSWALD

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding member of the Cen-
tral Florida community, Mr. Kevin Oswald. Os-
wald was recently awarded the Air Traffic
Control Association (ATCA) Air Traffic Con-
troller of the Year Award.

As a controller, Oswald has seen the Kis-
simmee Gateway Airport grow and expand
from a small non-automated facility to a con-
trol tower with Standard Terminal Automation
Replacement System (STARS) radar, touch
screen communications and FAA flight data
input/output (FDIO) equipment. He has been
an integral player in the success of the Kis-
simmee Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) in
achieving over 2.3 million operations without
an operational error.

An excellent example of Mr. Oswald’s con-
troller abilities occurred on December 19,
2013, when he was working as controller at
the Kissimmee ATCT. He observed a
Beechcraft airplane that had been cleared for
landing and was over the approach end of
runway 15 without the landing gear extended.
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He immediately cleared the aircraft for a “go
around” and explained the situation to the
pilot. The pilot responded and on the next ap-
proach made a safe landing. Later, the facility
received a letter from the pilot expressing his
appreciation to Mr. Oswald and stated that his
actions prevented a catastrophe. Apparently,
the pilot had inadvertently silenced the gear
warning light to accomplish a single engine
landing. The Pan Am International Flight
Academy changed its operations policies
based on Mr. Oswald’s actions.

Seeing a need to improve emergency re-
sponse time, Oswald developed a training pro-
gram to assist both the Fire and Police depart-
ments to better understand the Air Traffic Op-
erations during an inflight emergency. He con-
tacted the Kissimmee Fire Department Train-
ing Director and jointly they developed a plan
to have all the fire and police department per-
sonnel visit the tower for an extensive training
and observation course. This training has im-
proved the emergency response time for both
departments.

Mr. Oswald was also instrumental in devel-
oping routes for the medevac unit which flies
out of Kissimmee Airport. He established
standardized procedures and expedited routes
to allow the life-saving medevac unit to oper-
ate in the quickest and safest way possible.

As a true team player, his efforts on a daily
basis have significantly helped the Kissimmee
Airport to be recognized as a destination of
choice for individual pilots and aviation ori-
ented organizations. His devotion and dedica-
tion to duty make him most deserving of the
ATCA Air Traffic Control Specialist of the Year
Award.

| am happy to honor Kevin Oswald for his
accomplishments and contributions to the
Central Florida and aviation communities.

HONORING PASTOR E.L. KING

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Pastor E.L. King, who
is a former Educator in the Greenwood Public
School District, Extraordinary and public serv-
ant.

Mrs. Ethel King was born in Leflore County
on June 8, 1959 to Robert and Ethel L. Law-
rence. At the age of thirteen, her mother died
and she was nurtured by her grandfather, Mr.
Willie James Lawrence, along with her seven
siblings.

Mrs. King attended Greenwood Public
School. She dropped out of school in the
twelfth grade in 1976 because she had her
first child. She was very independent and de-
termined to make an easier life for her child.
She immediately went to work at Rocky Manu-
factory at the age of eighteen. She remained
there 3%~ years. She left Rocky Manufactory
to work for Irvin Industry Automobile & Parts
for 32 years. After seven years of working in
a factory environment, she felt life had more to
offer her. She went on to take her GED and
attended Mississippi Valley State University in
1986. Before completing college in November,
1989, her daughter fell ill and later died with
Leukemia in December, 1990. While at the
University Hospital, she volunteered as a coor-
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dinator to help parents cope with their chil-
dren’s illness. She later volunteered with a
candidate for a supervisor position in the 2nd
District in Greenwood.

Mrs. King was called into the Ministry in
1992. She completed her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Criminal Justice in 1993. After com-
pleting her degree, her health failed. She con-
tinued to fight on in 1996. She went to work
as a volunteer permanent substitute teacher at
Dickerson Elementary School under the lead-
ership of Mrs. Vivian Redmond. Later she was
hired as a full-time substitute teacher. Mrs.
King was very dedicated to educating children.

In 1998 she was hired at Bankston Elemen-
tary School as an assistant teacher until her
health failed again. She retired in 2006. After
retiring from the school system, Mrs. King
worked as a Notary Public of the State of Mis-
sissippi under Governor Haley Barbour. She
also volunteered with the Fannie Lou Hamer
Foundation in Leflore County. Later, she be-
came Pastor of Monument of Grace Church Il
in Lexington, MS for three years under the
leadership of Bishop L.J. Johnson.

Pastor Ethel L. King has made an impact on
the lives of many children and adults alike, en-
couraging them through the scripture, “. . .
but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness; and all things shall be added
unto you.”

Pastor Ethel L. King is married to Edward E.
King and they are the proud parents of two
beautiful daughters and eight precious grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Pastor Ethel L. King, a Former
Educator, a Pastor who is yet inspiring others
and often giving of herself to make many lives
better.

————————

CELEBRATING THE HILLCREST
COMMUNITY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
ON ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in celebrating the Hillcrest Community Civic
Association (HCCA) on its 25th anniversary,
which will be celebrated in September.

Ward 7’s Belva T. Simmons, was the found-
er and 1st president of the HCCA. The idea
for the HCCA was conceived on the front lawn
of Dennis and Gloria Logan, on August 8,
1989, National Night Out Against Crime. The
HCCA past and current Presidents are: Belva
Simmons, Paul Savage, Pastor Franklin G.
Singer, HI, Vincent Spaulding, and Karen Lee
Williams.

Located just east of the Anacostia River in
Ward 7, Hillcrest is a beautiful and increas-
ingly diverse neighborhood. Among its resi-
dents are D.C. Mayor Vincent C. Gray, former
Metropolitan Police Chief Isaac Fulwood,
former U.S. Marshal James Palmer, and other
notable public figures, as well as teachers,
doctors, lawyers, government workers, civic
leaders, professionals, retirees, and blue collar
workers.

In the early 1900s, Hillcrest was referred to
as part of East Washington Heights. The initial
developer, Andrew Randle and his United
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States Realty Company, is responsible for es-
tablishing the Pennsylvania Avenue southeast
gateway that paved the way for development
of Hillcrest under the Alger Company. Both
early developers had inserted into some of the
residential property deeds racial covenants to
preclude African Americans from renting or
purchasing homes in East Washington
Heights. In fact, these deplorable covenants
continue to remain as burdens on the land,
but cannot be enforced due to a 1948 U.S.
Supreme Court case known as Hurd vs.
Hodge.

HCCA is a proud force joining members to-
gether in a community that stands for equality,
diversity, civic pride and fellowship, while op-
posing crime and threats to its beloved com-
munity. HCCA has adopted Beers, Randle
Highlands, and Winston Elementary schools.
HCCA has partnered with the Palisades Com-
munity Civic Association. The community con-
tinues to grow and acquire new members and
diversify.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the Hillcrest
Community Civic Association of Ward 7 on 25
years in the District of Columbia.

————

RECOGNIZING SARA BARBA, CAL-
VIN FRAUENFELDER, KATHRYN
KORNACKI, AND NATHAN
VANNOY

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Sara Barba, Calvin Frauenfelder,
Kathryn Kornacki, and Nathan Vannoy for their
hard work and dedication to the people of
Colorado’s Sixth District as interns in my
Washington, DC office for the Summer 2014
session of Congress.

The work of these young men and women
has been exemplary and | know they all have
bright futures. They served as tour guides,
interacted with constituents, and learned a
great deal about our nation’s legislative proc-
ess. | was glad to be able to offer this edu-
cational opportunity to these four and look for-
ward to seeing them build their careers in pub-
lic service.

All four of our interns have made plans to
continue their work in public service next year
with various organizations in both Colorado
and Washington. | am certain they will suc-
ceed in their new roles and wish them all the
best in their future endeavors. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to recognize Sara Barba, Calvin
Frauenfelder, Kathryn Kornacki, and Nathan
Vannoy for their service this summer.

IN HONOR OF FRANK DECLERQ
HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Frank DeClerq for the outstanding com-
mitment and dedication he has demonstrated
to the community of San Diego throughout his
35 years of service in the Fire Department.
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