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HONORING HELEN MADDOX ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a very special woman on a very 
special day—her 100th birthday. Helen Mad-
dox was born on her family’s small family farm 
in Romulus, Michigan on July 28, 1914. 

She was the youngest of three and admits 
that while she was surrounded by love, life 
back then wasn’t always easy. There was al-
ways a long list of chores that included taking 
care of the animals and helping with the 
crops. 

Helen worked at a roadside stand selling 
fruits and vegetables and says her curly hair 
was a great marketing tool. People would stop 
because of her cute curls, and then buy some-
thing. 

Her parents were community leaders and 
that is a trait that rubbed off on Helen. 

Like many people who weren’t lucky enough 
to be born in Texas, she moved there as an 
adult. She immediately became involved in the 
small, but growing community of Arlington, 
Texas. Back then it was a town of just 15,000, 
now it is close to 400,000. Helen Maddox 
played a role in making it a big city with a 
small town feel. 

She started attending city council meetings 
so she could keep up with what was going on 
and support city leaders. Helen founded the 
Arlington Women’s Club in 1957 and it is still 
going strong. She also worked with longtime 
Mayor Tom Vandergriff to organize the YMCA. 

She and her late husband loved to travel, 
many times hitting the road in their Winne-
bago. 

Helen slowly got more involved in Repub-
lican politics. In 1986 she got an invitation to 
have tea at the White House with Nancy 
Reagan. 

When Arlington became part of my district 
20 years ago, Helen was one of the first peo-
ple to welcome me. She was 80 at the time, 
but still full of life and her love of Arlington and 
America was infectious. 

As she hits 100 she is still active in the 
community. I am proud today to say Happy 
100th Birthday to my friend—Helen Maddox! 

f 

HONORING THE HON. JAMES B. 
KANE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Honorable James B. Kane Jr., 
distinguished veteran and former chief admin-
istrative judge for the New York State Su-

preme Court, Eighth Judicial District of West-
ern New York, on the occasion of his 90th 
Birthday. 

Born July 21, 1924 to Helen and James B. 
Kane Sr., Judge Kane enlisted in the Army Air 
Forces at 18 years of age. Quickly, this young 
man from Navaho Parkway in South Buffalo, 
New York found himself over Europe as a 
navigator on a B–17 ‘‘Flying Fortress’’ bomber. 
Shot down twice over a span of thirty mis-
sions, First Lieutenant Kane was one of two 
survivors of a nine man crew that had just 
bombed a German rail yard and survived an-
other attack close to Berlin. 

His calm, cool courage under fire earned 
him the Distinguished Flying Cross, an Air 
Medal with five oak leaf clusters and other no-
table recognitions by the time this he was 20 
years old and back home in Buffalo. He then 
enrolled in Canisius College, working as a City 
of Buffalo firefighter and using the G.I. Bill to 
pay his tuition. Georgetown Law School was 
the next stop for this veteran. 

Following graduation, the practice of law 
and the art of politics would set the path for 
this outstanding jurist as he rose from Buffalo 
City Court to Erie County Family Court to 
serving with great distinction on the New York 
State Supreme Court, during which time his 
leadership and steady hand as chief adminis-
trative judge for the Eighth Judicial District 
earned praise in all corners of the community. 
His more than capable stewardship earned 
him many honors including awards from 
Canisius College as well as the Erie County 
Bar Association. 

While Judge Kane’s outstanding and lifelong 
commitment to the law and public service is 
worthy of recognition, it is his devotion to fam-
ily which earns him our highest praise and 
greatest appreciation. A devoted husband to 
Marie for more than 60 years, the Judge and 
Mrs. Kane are the proud parents of 10 chil-
dren and 14 grandchildren. His only brother, 
Donald, passed away earlier this year but their 
unbreakable bond remains a strong and shin-
ing example to their families and all who saw 
them together of the true meaning of brotherly 
love. 

On July 20, the family and friends of this ex-
traordinary man will gather at the home of his 
son, Orchard Park Village Judge Daniel Kane 
and his wife, Dr. Kathleen Kane, to celebrate 
and congratulate Judge James B. Kane Jr. for 
90 years of exemplary leadership and dedica-
tion to his country, community, family and 
faith. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful nation, 
I am proud to offer my best wishes for contin-
ued health and happiness to Judge Kane, his 
wife, Marie and his loving, large and very 
proud family. 

IN SUPPORT OF A RESOLUTION OF 
THE CYPRUS ISSUE 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join 
my colleagues in calling for a resolution of 
what seems to have become the never-ending 
division of the island of Cyprus. I speak not of 
a resolution that casts blame for what has 
gone before, but one that reunites both Cyp-
riot communities and allows the island as a 
whole to chart a path forward within the inter-
national community. 

In much of the historical rhetoric sur-
rounding this issue, what sometimes gets lost 
is that all Cypriots—Greek Cypriots and Turk-
ish Cypriots—have legitimate grievances. Any 
resolution of the Cyprus question must respect 
the rights of all Cypriots. All Cypriots must be 
allowed to participate freely in the island’s na-
tional life. Finally, the international isolation of 
the Turkish Cypriot community must come to 
an end. The overwhelming vote ten years ago 
by Turkish Cypriots to end the status quo and 
for the Annan Plan underlines the ridiculous-
ness of Turkish Cypriot isolation. 

As we observe this year the 40th anniver-
sary of the island, and the 10th anniversary of 
the vote on the Annan Plan, the fact remains 
that two generations of Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots have known nothing but the status 
quo. It cannot be maintained for future genera-
tions. I call on the Administration and my col-
leagues to support and encourage the ongoing 
dialogue between both communities, so that a 
comprehensive settlement that encourages re-
union and reconciliation can be secured. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEDAL OF HONOR 
RECIPIENT CORPORAL DUANE E. 
DEWEY 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Medal of Honor Recipi-
ent, Corporal Duane Edgar Dewey for his 
commendable service in the Korean War. 

Corporal Dewey was born in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. He stayed in Michigan until he 
signed with the Marine Corps Reserve on 
March 7, 1951, at the age of 19. Corporal 
Dewey served in the United States Marine 
Corps from 1951–1952. During his years of 
service, Corporal Dewey served in Korea, 
where he was a part of the 2nd Battalion of 
the 5th Marines. 

On April 16, 1952, Corporal Dewey was 
serving as leader of a machine gun squad 
with Company E, 5th Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, near Panmunjom, Korea. During a skir-
mish with enemy troops, Corporal Dewey suf-
fered numerous injuries due to a grenade that 
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exploded at his feet. While Corporal Dewey 
was being treated for his wounds, another gre-
nade was thrown that landed at the squad’s 
position. Corporal Dewey grabbed the grenade 
and covered it with his body in order to protect 
his fellow soldiers. For his efforts, Corporal 
Dewey was the first person to receive the 
Medal of Honor from President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower on March 12, 1953. 

Corporal Dewey stands as a shining exam-
ple of bravery and determination that all Amer-
icans strive toward. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Corporal Duane Edgar Dewey 
for his service to the United States of America. 

f 

STEVE STINSON 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Southwest Washington 
native, Steve Stinson. After battling an ad-
vanced form of Leiomyosarcoma for more 
than two years, Steve passed away at the age 
of 52 on July 17, 2014. 

As a family man, small forest owner, and 
friend to countless people across our state, 
Steve encompassed the very essence of 
Southwest Washington. Alongside his father, 
Doug, Steve ran the Cowlitz Ridge Tree Farm 
in Toledo providing for multiple generations of 
the Stinson family. As President of the Family 
Farm Forestry Association, he was a tireless 
advocate for living off the land and preserving 
the beauty and history of natural resources. 
While his tenure was certainly not short of 
challenges Steve approached each of them 
with the positive attitude and vibrant person-
ality so many of us admired. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been lucky enough to 
work with Steve throughout my time in Con-
gress, and my deepest sympathies and pray-
ers are with Steve’s wife, Lou Jean and all of 
his loved ones. While hundreds of folks in 
Southwest Washington are sad to see another 
angel depart for heaven, we can take some 
comfort in knowing the lasting effect Steve 
Stinson had on so many lives. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF CHRIS BILLA 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Chris Billa of Park City, KY. Only 
26 years old, Chris lost his battle with cancer 
on July 14, 2014. 

Chris was a son, father and brother. But 
many knew Chris as a local firefighter. Despite 
having his own personal battle with cancer, 
Chris continued to battle the fires in our own 
community. 

WBKO, a TV station in Bowling Green, KY, 
named Chris a ‘‘Hometown Hero’’ in October 
2013. In an interview with the station at the 
time, Larry Poteet, Deputy Chief said, ‘‘He’s 
not changed. If anything has changed about 

him its made him put everybody in front of him 
more, and I just don’t know how he does it.’’ 
It was Chris’s commitment to serve his com-
munity and decisions to put others first that 
rightly caught the attention of so many. 

While a community is in mourning, we are 
all lucky to have shared this earth with Chris. 
I am grateful for his passion for life and his 
desire to serve our community. We will miss 
him and are thankful for his service. 

f 

THE HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, water is a 
human right. I applaud the recent decision to 
suspend Detroit’s water shutoffs for 15 days to 
enable residents to demonstrate financial 
hardship. This is a first step in preventing a re-
gional public health crisis and protecting the 
basic rights of Detroit residents. 

I submit the following editorial from the De-
troit Free Press, which makes the case that 
recent water-shutoffs, which have been imple-
mented with little or no warning to households, 
are wrong-headed and shortsighted. 
[From the Detroit Free Press, July 21, 2014] 

ENDING DETROIT’S WATER SHUT OFFS A GOOD 
START 

On Monday morning, the Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Department announced that 
it’s calling a 15-day halt to an aggressive 
shutoff campaign that has left an unknown 
number of Detroiters without water. 

It’s a start. 
The department has about 137,000 delin-

quent residential accounts totaling about $75 
million, and about 10,000 delinquent commer-
cial accounts worth about $23 million. 

Folks who can pay should pay what they 
owe. But department officials have to accept 
that some Detroiters just can’t pay—and fur-
ther, that the department itself has created 
an expectation in customers juggling bills 
that it’s OK to prioritize other debts. If the 
water department’s goal is to get, and keep, 
delinquent customers current on bills, 
ramping up shutoffs with no warning to rate-
payers was a wrong-headed, shortsighted 
way to proceed. 

After weeks of public protest, harsh words 
from the United Nations, the federal judge 
overseeing Detroit’s bankruptcy and this 
newspaper’s Editorial Board, the department 
seems to get it. 

Department officials say they plan a city-
wide advertising blitz, complete with out-
reach to community groups and churches. 
That’s excellent news, but outreach must be 
paired with concerted efforts to match im-
poverished residents with financial assist-
ance to pay up and stay current. 

The department should also consider in-
come-based partial amnesty for ratepayers 
who are truly unable to catch up, or com-
paring data with social service agencies to 
identify customers who are in need of assist-
ance. 

The department must also identify vacant, 
abandoned homes and target those first. 
There’s little excuse for cutting off water to 
families as a cost-saving tactic when empty 
buildings are flooding. 

We’ve been told, confidently, by the folks 
in charge that no one who honestly cannot 

afford to pay is being deprived of service; 
that’s overconfidence at best, and outright 
dishonesty at worst, as documented in Free 
Press reporter Patricia Montemurri’s story 
about conditions in the city this weekend. 

Some adherents of the department’s shut-
off campaign have dismissed fears that dis-
connection from clean water and modern 
sanitation could lead to a public health cri-
sis, noting that the vast majority of delin-
quent account holders pay up promptly and 
have water restored. But let’s consider the 
reality of this situation: If just 10% of the 
ratepayers currently delinquent are unable 
to pay to have service restored, we’re talking 
about more than 10,000 residents. It’s terrible 
public policy. 

All of this against the backdrop of the 
city’s bankruptcy, and the department’s ef-
forts to clean up bad debt in an attempt to 
make a regional water authority more at-
tractive to suburban county executives. 
(Though let’s also keep in mind that aides to 
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patter-
son wrote in a February report to the Oak-
land County Commission that ‘‘stoppage of 
water and sewer service for tens of thousands 
of fiscally distressed members of the system 
is unacceptable policy and one the Oakland 
County executive will never support.’’) 

Detroit is a poor city. About 38% of resi-
dents live in poverty. Our unemployment 
rate is twice the national average. It’s time 
to talk about what our goals are, and 
rethink how we deliver water. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OCCUPATION OF 
CYPRUS 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 22, 2014 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
July 20th marked the 40th anniversary of Tur-
key’s invasion of Cyprus. 

Forty years ago thousands of Turkish troops 
invaded and occupied the northern part of Cy-
prus. Thousands of Greek Cypriots were 
forced to flee their homes and many remain 
missing to this day. 

Those forced to flee live as refugees within 
their own country as their former homes re-
main occupied or sold without notification or 
consent. Turkey also continues to obstruct the 
process of determining the fate of the persons 
missing since the invasion. Reports indicate 
that their remains were dumped in a mass 
grave, deemed as a classified military area, 
and are closed off to families of the missing. 

Additionally, freedom of worship continues 
to be severely restricted, access to religious 
sites blocked, religious sites systematically de-
stroyed and a large number of religious and 
archaeological objects stolen. 

The continued occupation of the northern 
part of Cyprus undermines the unified demo-
cratic aspirations of our important ally. 

Mr. Speaker, today I call for an end to the 
occupation and division of Cyprus and urge 
geographic, political, and economic unity. A 
strong and stable democracy in Cyprus is not 
only beneficial to its people but to its relation-
ships with its allies around the world. 

We must work to end the occupation of Cy-
prus for once and for all. I stand with Cyprus 
and urge an end to their 40 year occupation. 
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