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One hundred years ago, A. Langston Taylor, 
Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I. Brown 
founded the fraternity at Howard University. 
These men were committed to the idea of 
‘‘Culture For Service and Service for Human-
ity.’’ They believed that all potential members 
ought to be judged by their own merits. Family 
background, wealth, race, and nationality are 
irrelevant to a prospective brother’s worth; in-
stead, the fraternity built a brotherhood of indi-
viduals who shared a deep commitment to 
service, education, and brotherhood. 

Today, Phi Beta Sigma continues to build 
upon its founding principles and expand its 
legacy across the country and around the 
globe. With more than 150,000 college-edu-
cated Sigma brothers and 650 chapters, the 
fraternity organizes many service projects and 
missions. These include: Sigma Beta Club, 
equipping youths with leadership skills; Project 
Vote, which encourages voter registration; 
Sigma Wellness: Living Well Brother-to-Broth-
er, an initiative seeking to eliminate health dis-
parities for men of color; and the Ghana 
School Project, which provides vocational op-
portunities for children worldwide. As many of 
you know, these are just a few examples of 
Sigma contributions to American society and 
our brothers and sisters around the world. 

This week, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity’s his-
toric centennial anniversary and congratulating 
the Sigma brothers for a century of service to 
all Americans. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 14, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5016) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2015, and for other purposes: 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Chair, on Wednes-
day, July 16, 2014, the House will complete its 
consideration of H.R. 5016, the Financial 
Services and General Government Appropria-
tions bill. The bill includes two amendments 
that would weaken important consumer prod-
uct safety protections. I strongly oppose both 
provisions, as well as the underlying bill. 

One of the provisions would reduce funding 
for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) by $2 
million and increase funding for the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) by $1 mil-
lion. If that money would be dedicated to 
strengthening the CPSC’s efforts to protect 
consumers, I might support it. However, it is 
the sponsor’s intention that those additional 
CPSC funds be used to support the Commis-
sion’s analysis of third-party testing to deter-
mine whether those requirements should be 
eased. That analysis has already been con-
ducted by the CPSC. It sought public com-
ment, reviewed the comments it received, and 
has so far not decided to revise its third-party 
testing requirements—a decision that is al-
lowed under the statute. Throwing more 
money at the CPSC to redo an analysis it has 

already completed is a waste of taxpayer dol-
lars, and it would do nothing to further the 
Commission’s role of promoting the safety of 
American consumers. 

The other provision would prohibit funds 
from being used by the Commission to final-
ize, implement, or enforce the proposed ‘‘vol-
untary recall’’ rule. It would limit the CPSC’s 
ability to explore possible changes that could 
reduce or eliminate recall delays, make recall 
notices more effective, or address the small 
number of firms that do not follow through on 
agreed-upon corrective action plans. While we 
have seen significant improvements in recalls 
since the Consumer Product Safety Improve-
ment Act was signed into law almost six years 
ago, there is no justification for preventing the 
CPSC from continuing to enhance the vol-
untary recall process. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
plays a critical role in protecting all Americans 
from hazardous products. This mission is too 
important for Congress to constrain CPSC’s 
flexibility in determining, through an open and 
responsive process, the best way to carry out 
its goals. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE LAN-
CASTER FESTIVAL ON ITS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Lancaster Festival on its 30th 
Anniversary. 

The Lancaster Festival has the mission of 
celebrating the artistic creativity of all cultures 
and serves as a foundation for year-round 
community efforts to promote participation in 
the arts. The festival is committed to encour-
aging the growth of the Lancaster Festival Or-
chestra as the cornerstone of classical music 
programming, as well as supporting and pro-
viding visibility for local artists, being all-inclu-
sive in the appeal to the community, and 
being an advocate of arts education for chil-
dren. 

On August 5, 1984, The Columbus Sym-
phony Orchestra played its first concert held at 
Ohio University-Lancaster’s outdoor audito-
rium. The Lancaster Festival was first held in 
1985, lasting eight days and including multiple 
concerts from The Columbus Symphony Or-
chestra and a full week of community arts and 
music events. By 1987, The Columbus Sym-
phony Orchestra withdrew from the festival 
and Maestro Gary Sheldon was hired to cre-
ate the Lancaster Festival Orchestra. 

Today, the Lancaster Festival has gained in-
creased recognition throughout the state for its 
excellence in promoting the arts. Over the 
years, the festival has expanded and today it 
lasts 10 days, and includes a wide variety of 
art and music events, including two feature 
performances by major music artists and the 
orchestra. Additionally, Maestro Gary Sheldon 
has continued to serve as the Artistic Director 
for the festival and as the Conductor of the 
Lancaster Festival Orchestra. 

Throughout its 30-year history, the Lan-
caster Festival has been unwavering in the 
promotion of arts in our community. I would 
like to thank all those involved with the festival 

for their dedication, as well as offer my con-
gratulations on reaching the 30th Anniversary 
milestone. 
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HISTORY OF THE WEST PALM 
BEACH VETERANS ADMINISTRA-
TION MEDICAL CLINIC 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I submitted this into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in 2001 and re-
submit it today, July 16, 2014 on the 42nd an-
niversary of the passing of Pfc. John Mica. 

Mr. Speaker, The West Palm Beach Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 
Florida was inspired by the life, military service 
and death of Pfc. John Mica. Army Corpsman 
Mica was born on April 3, 1915 in Bing-
hamton, NY, served as a private in the U.S. 
Army from 1943–44, and died July 16, 1972 in 
a crowded veterans hospital in Miami, Florida. 

Because of the circumstances of John 
Mica’s death in that veterans facility, which 
was strained to capacity, his son Daniel A. 
Mica made construction of a new South Flor-
ida veterans hospital one of his goals when 
elected to the U.S. Congress. From 1978 to 
1988, Congressman Daniel Mica, a member of 
the House Veterans Committee, cited the 
need for additional veterans medical facilities 
in Florida at every meeting of that Congres-
sional panel over the decade of his service. 

Congressman Daniel Mica, on February 8th, 
1983 during the 98th Congress, introduced 
H.R. 1348, ‘‘A bill to construct a new Veterans 
Administration hospital in the State of Florida.’’ 
Construction of the Palm Beach County Vet-
erans’ hospital was completed in 1994. 

This history has been submitted by Con-
gressman JOHN L. MICA in memory of his fa-
ther, Pfc. John Mica, and also in recognition of 
his brother Daniel’s contribution to the vet-
erans of the State of Florida. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF EAST HARTFORD 
LEGEND, FREDERICK W. LEONE, 
JR. 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
the following is a heartfelt eulogy that was de-
livered by Mary Ann Oliva Leone on the life 
and passing of my dear friend and East Hart-
ford legend, Fred Leone. It is an honor for me 
to submit her beautiful remarks that so elo-
quently capture this great American: 

EULOGY FOR MY HUSBAND FRED 
Good morning. We would like to thank ev-

eryone for attending today to celebrate the 
life of my husband Fred, better known as 
‘‘Rick’’ to his family and others. I know 
many of you have traveled a long distance on 
this bitter, cold, wintry day to be here today. 
I know too, Rick probably had his hand in 
this storm, as he loved this kind of ‘‘put on 
your fur trappers hat and fire up the snow 
blower’’ weather. If he couldn’t be in his be-
loved state of Vermont, then he was going to 
bring Vermont to him! Rick was always in-
trigued by the weather, especially the mak-
ings of a good storm. We were appreciative of 
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all efforts at Glastonbury HealthCare Center 
to have his bed by the windows so he could 
watch the day’s weather unfold into the 
night. 

January 18, 1969: On a cold Sunday similar 
to this one, I walked into this St. Rose 
Church to attend the 10:30 am Mass. The 
church was very crowded back then and I sat 
in the same seat in the back that I always 
took right under the Station of Cross of 
‘‘Veronica wiping the face of Jesus.’’ This 
particular morning however, I felt a presence 
next to me. I could not concentrate on the 
Mass; I could barely breathe and I could not 
wait to go to Communion, just to regain my 
composure. Returning back from Com-
munion, I could not find the pew that I had 
always sat in . . . then I see this about 6 foot 
or so, tan camel hair coat, white t-shirt 
wearing guy laughing and pointing to the 
seat right next to him! Embarrassed, little 
did I know that I was standing next to my 
future husband. As the story goes, Fred of-
fers me a ride home from church. Now keep 
in mind, the Oliva homestead was less than 
5 minutes from the church’s front steps! I ac-
cepted the ride anyway . . . Fred in the driv-
er’s seat and his Mom in the middle of 
course, and then myself. That seating ar-
rangement would remain that way for a very 
long time with Marjorie in the middle. A 
week later we went on our first date, two 
weeks later Fred went to the Military Acad-
emy for a visitation to attend West Point. 
He instead chose the University of Vermont 
and I, Central Connecticut. 

July 30, 1977: Fred and I marry here at St. 
Rose Church where we first met. Prior to 
marriage, you have to provide your bap-
tismal certificate. When I came across the 
certificate, attached to it was a clipping 
from the St. Rose Church bulletin dated 
April 1951, stating Fred and I were both bap-
tized together here at St. Rose. We were born 
a week apart; Fred on April 1st and I on 
April 8th. Also, Fred’s cousin Kip was bap-
tized that day as they both shared the same 
birthday. Further research showed that Fred 
and I received the Sacraments of Penance 
and Holy Communion the same day here at 
St. Rose. We also both received the sac-
rament of Confirmation together at St. Isaac 
Jogues Church because they happened to be 
remodeling St. Rose at the time. All our sac-
raments together here in this Church! 

Being born on April Fool’s Day gives you a 
certain role to fulfill, and Fred took it very 
seriously. Senior year in high school he was 
elected Class Comedian. At the University of 
Vermont he was written up in several publi-
cations as a ‘‘Super Fan.’’ Allow me please, 
to read one such article from the Burlington 
Press entitled, ‘‘SUPER FANS’’ by Wally 
Johnson: 

‘‘The stands at the UVM rink are filled to 
capacity for games, and the students yell 
their lungs out. One student, a freshman 
football player, is sort of an unofficial cheer-
leader, and when he gets people fired up in 
one section of the stands, the excitement is 
usually contagious. The gridder is Rick 
Leone, from Hartford, Conn. And he was the 
guy waving his coat and shirt around in the 
cold confines of the hockey rink during the 
Catamounts upset of UNH. Leone, who also 
has some pretty good monologues about all 
sorts of subjects, is loud, wears the wildest 
purple hat ever made, and is funny as well as 
a big sports fan. ‘‘You just can’t get mad at 
the guy, he’s too funny,’’ a UVM student who 
sat behind Rick during the last game said. 
Every school has its own Rick Leone, be it at 
high school or college and this type of per-
son, perhaps best described as a ‘‘super fan,’’ 
is an asset every coach would like to have at 
his side.’’ 

Fred did not love April Fool’s Day because 
it was his birthday, but because it was a full 

continuous day of sharing his stories, pranks 
and jokes with everyone. Former employees 
would tell you the front counter of the liquor 
store was his ‘‘pulpit’’ where he did what he 
loved best . . . interacting with everyone. A 
funny story, joke, or local happening passed 
on from one customer to another. Fred loved 
going to make his morning deposits at Web-
ster’s bank where another audience of the 
girls and customers waited for his ‘‘joke of 
the day.’’ Sunday mornings at Stop & Shop 
where he regularly checked in with Jeff ‘‘the 
butcher,’’ meeting and greeting neighbors 
and customers as he shops. I, however, ru-
ined the shopping experience for him. I just 
wanted to go in, get my groceries and return 
home so I could start cooking Sunday din-
ner. So we left Sunday shopping for Fred to 
enjoy his weekly adventure! 

Fred was a brilliant man with background 
knowledge on almost any subject that was 
brought up in conversations. We attribute 
that to his love of reading. Out attic, cellar 
and shelves at home are filled with books. If 
Fred could not pass a book along then it got 
shelved in one of these places. When Gianni 
was in second grade, I remember Fred read-
ing Gianni, ‘‘The Old Man and the Sea’’ by 
Ernest Hemingway. Explaining details as he 
read aloud to his grandson and it was Fred’s 
own personal copy he had back when he was 
in school! Vermont and National Geographic 
were his favorite magazines. When our 
daughters were much younger they too 
awaited the monthly issues of National Geo-
graphic because their father had made a 
game out of checking the covers of each 
issue. The best was when he was the baboon, 
gorilla, or other exotic creatures from who 
knows where on the covers, and you knew it 
was happening when Fred would announce 
holding up the magazine . . . ‘‘Look every-
one—your mother made the cover of Na-
tional Geographic again!’’ The girls would 
crack up laughing . . . Very funny, Fred! 

Then there was a serious side of Fred, a 
man of great faith, the importance of attend-
ing mass and participating in the church 
community. When our family was younger 
we attended pot luck suppers, organized bake 
sales and arts and crafts and tag sales. Our 
life for one week in July revolved around 
Fred co-chairing the popular St. Rose Car-
nival with the Futtner and Ramsey families. 
Our wedding anniversary always fell during 
carnival week and Fred would joke ‘‘What 
more do you want on our wedding anniver-
sary, Mary? We have games, entertainment, 
music (from the carousel), good food (sau-
sage and peppers and fried dough)—all on the 
grounds of the church we were married!’’ We 
always later celebrated at a very nice res-
taurant. 

Family . . . What more can I say? Rick’s 
loyalty and love for his grandparents and 
their rich traditions . . . how he loved to re-
tell stories about life on the tobacco farm. 
Following into his father’s footsteps with his 
help and guidance as he sat in on business 
meetings . . . to move forward into the fu-
ture . . . all for the love of his family; so 
proud of his daughters Marisa and Vanessa 
in their accomplishments in life. Gianna and 
Angelina were the special joys of his life; 
how he loved taking Gianni to Boy Scout 
campouts and events. He introduced him to 
the Three Stooges. He enjoyed taking and 
picking up Angelina from preschool. Fred in-
troduced her to Tom & Jerry cartoons! A 
special place in Fred’s heart he had for all 
his nieces and nephews . . . especially when 
Ted and Josh took their Uncle Fred to a 
Jethro Tull Concert . . . He loved it! Fred 
would relive their performance every time he 
heard one of their songs! 

As Fred’s illness progressed, and it did 
very rapidly, he continued to stay involved 
in everything the best he could and gradu-

ally we came to him now to accommodate 
his needs and wants. Nothing made him 
happier than all your lines of communica-
tion; texts, emails, Caring Bridge, phone 
calls, cards, notes and visits . . , for our dear 
friends and family I thank every one of you! 

Thank you to Mom, Dad, Tom, Camille, 
Marisa, Gianni and Angelina for all your 
support and for standing by me these last 
few months. I could not have done this with-
out you. This was a group effort of love and 
you did it beautifully—with me. 

Before Fred went on the respirator a cou-
ple of weeks ago, he said to me, as I was giv-
ing him ice chips to soothe his dry mouth, 
‘‘Mary I think I now know how Jesus felt.’’ 
I said, ‘‘What do you mean, Fred?’’ ‘‘The pain 
Jesus must have felt being nailed to the 
cross and when they took a cloth soaked 
with vinegar and applied it to his lips . . . 
How he must have suffered!’’ 

You—my dear husband will now suffer no 
more. 

Until we can breathe deeply again, 
Enjoy the fruits of the vine again, 
And hold each other’s hand again, 
I wish you peace. 
Please watch over us, guide and protect us. 
And I ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen and God Bless. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH 
SERVICE CENTENNIAL 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the 100th anniversary of 
the Congressional Research Service (CRS) 
and to pay tribute to the dedicated men and 
women of CRS. 

Established in 1914 as the Legislative Ref-
erence Service (LRS) thanks to the efforts of 
Senator Robert LaFollette, Sr. and Congress-
man John Nelson, the organization’s early 
mission was to provide basic reference serv-
ices to lawmakers. Researchers benefited 
then, as they do today, by being housed in the 
Library of Congress and having access to its 
unparalleled collection. 

Over the course of its 100 years, CRS has 
evolved time and time again to meet the 
needs of the Congress and the American peo-
ple. From its inception as a relatively small di-
vision of the Library of Congress in 1914, to 
its pivots and expansions in 1946 and 1970— 
the latter of which included renaming the insti-
tution as the Congressional Research Serv-
ice—the organization has distinguished itself 
as a world-class source of objective and au-
thoritative research and analysis. 

Today, CRS continues to thrive as it meets 
the demands of the 21st century Congress. 
With a workforce of more than 600, CRS has 
the unique ability to bring interdisciplinary 
scholarship to bear on complex issues of pol-
icy by recruiting scientists and engineers to 
work alongside policy analysts and attorneys. 
It is this melting pot of expertise and back-
grounds that allows CRS to provide com-
prehensive, objective and non-partisan re-
search to the entire Congress on all legislative 
issues. 

Through the House Democracy Partnership 
(HDP), I have witnessed firsthand the ability of 
CRS professionals not only to share their ex-
pertise with members of Congress, but to 
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