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SALUTE TO MR. RICHARD A.
ENNIS

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | want to take a
moment to salute the career accomplishments
and community service of Mr. Richard A.
Ennis on the occasion of his retirement as the
Executive Director of the Melbourne Inter-
national Airport, a position which he has held
for the past nine years.

Our community credits an increase in tour-
ism and airline traffic to Richard’s tireless work
and advocacy for our airport. He is noted for
positioning Melbourne International Airport as
a prime location for the aviation and the aero-
space industry. Due to his strategic plans, the
airport is now one of the world’s fastest grow-
ing aviation and aerospace manufacturing and
maintenance hubs.

Our economy has been positively impacted
by Richard’s efforts to increase the airport’s
capital improvements by more than $150 mil-
lion which has led to the expansion of new
manufacturing and maintenance facilities and
resulted in the creation of hundreds of new
jobs.

Richard’s community service includes serv-
ing as the Chairman of the Babcock Street
Community Redevelopment Agency Advisory
Committee.

| also commend Richard’s service to the
United States Air Force from 1966 to 1970.

Richard holds a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Forestry which he earned while attending
the University of Florida. He also attained a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting
from Rollins College.

Previously Richard was employed with
Hoyman, Dobson & Company in 1982 where
he audited the City of Melbourne and Mel-
bourne International Airport’s records for two
years. He then served as the Assistant Fi-
nance Director with the City of Melbourne in
January 1984 and served as the Deputy Di-
rector of Finance and Administration with the
Melbourne International Airport in 1992.

Mr. Ennis received his national certification
as a Certified Public Finance Officer in 2001
and assumed additional duties of Deputy Di-
rector of Finance and Administration and Op-
erations.

Richard was promoted to interim Executive
Director of the Melbourne International Airport
in February 2005 and officially became the Ex-
ecutive Director on August 17, 2005.

| urge my Colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Richard A. Ennis for his dedication
to our community and his exceptional service
to our nation.

RECOGNIZING THE BROOK HILL
BOYS VARSITY GOLF TEAM AS
2014 STATE CHAMPIONS

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 8, 2014
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an es-

teemed honor to recognize and congratulate
the Brook Hill Boys Varsity Golf Team on cap-
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turing the top title as TAPPS AAA Texas State
Champions for 2014.

The Brook Hill Boys Golf Team overcame a
seven stroke deficit entering the second and
final round at the course of Clear Creek in
Killeen, Texas, to ultimately win the TAPPS
AAA State Golf Championship for the second
year in a row by twenty strokes over second
place Midland Trinity.

The talented athletes at Brook Hill have
brought home numerous championship titles
to east Texas over the years, including the
State AAA Golf Championship in 2010, 2011,
2013 and 2014 under the experienced and
skillful leadership of Head Coach Tim Moore
along with the unwavering support of Athletic
Director Wally Dawkins and Headmaster Rod
Fletcher.

Senior Team Captain Jeffrey Yeager led the
way to the championship crown, shooting a
169, ranking him as the 4th place medalist.
Sophomore Nutchapon Pattamakijsakul was
the 7th place medalist, shooting a 171.

Brook Hill varsity team members also in-
cluded Matt Webb—182, Brooks Garner—178,
Austin Savage—184, and Jacob Yeager—al-
ternate.

It is a great privilege to extend my enthusi-
astic and most sincere congratulations to the
2014 TAPPS Division Il State Golf Cham-
pions, as their back to back championship leg-
acy is now recorded in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD that will endure as long as there is a
United States of America.

————————

CONGRATULATING OUR NEW
CITIZENS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate the individuals who took
their oath of citizenship on July 4, 2014. In
true patriotic fashion, on the day of our great
Nation’s celebration of independence, a natu-
ralization ceremony took place, welcoming
new citizens of the United States of America.
This memorable occasion, coordinated by the
League of Women Voters of the Calumet Area
and presided over by Magistrate Judge An-
drew Rodovich, was held at The Pavilion at
Wolf Lake in Hammond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. The oath ceremony was a shining exam-
ple of what is so great about the United States
of America—that people from all over the
world can come together and unite as mem-
bers of a free, democratic nation. These indi-
viduals realize that nowhere else in the world
offers a better opportunity for success than
here in America.

On July 4, 2014, the following people, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world,
took their oaths of citizenship in Hammond, In-
diana: Lucy Lucia Griffith, Susete Margarida
Psimos, Ricarda Kurzinski, Salma Mardi,
Sulka Tyagi, Andrija Cesljarev, Mira Cesljarev,
Juana Cruz Lopez, Teodoro Obien Abadilla,
Daliborka Nonkovic, Maria Del Rosari Gon-
zalez Carrillo, Tyson Francis, Irene Garcia
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Garcia, llija Trajanoski, Jagoda Markovska,
Mary Ugonwa Hardin, Daniel Lodewikus
Smith, Sophia Johanna Ca Smith, Aima Delia
Torres De Gonzalez, Toni Kitevski, Jefferson
Marcos Caldeira, Esther Mukabacondo,
Alejandro Escobedo Roman, Majid Latif, Xuan
Loc Thi Hoang, Paulina Joanna Jagodzinska,
lvy Mwansa Chirwa Cox, Philip Papai Muturi,
Maria Soledad Araos De La Fuente, Manuel
Garza, Hector Javier Balza Medina,
Wiladyslawa Skauba, John Munene Njiru,
Rosendo Hernandez Fierros, Noreen
Nothando Ncube, Dolores Irene De Santiago
Martinez, Dmitri Valentinov Boulanov,
Haralambos Nikolaos Kladis, Meilute Ona
Zinkus, Severo Ramirez Madera, Tatiana
Silvia Sanjines Del Llano, Danica Rnic, Ja-
nette Atillo Jasmin-Wallace, Ana Ma Galicia
Reyes, Angelica Maria Saucedo De La Cruz,
Ma Teresa Valdovinos, Gerald Joseph Oblina
Rinon, Darshan Lal Wadhwa, and Mustafa
Musleh.

Though each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
each is inspired by the fact that the United
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country “. . . of the people, by
the people, and for the people.” They realize
that the United States is truly a free nation. By
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Bill of Rights, they can practice religion
as they choose, speak their minds without fear
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask you and my
other distinguished colleagues to join me in
congratulating these individuals, who became
citizens of the United States of America on
July 4, 2014, the day of our Nation’s inde-
pendence. They, too, are American citizens,
and they, too, are guaranteed the inalienable
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. We, as a free and democratic nation,
congratulate them and welcome them.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,586,595,427,577.23. We've
added $6,959,718,378,664.15 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

FAREWELL TO AMBASSADOR
TATOUL MARKARIAN

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
say a bittersweet farewell to Tatoul Markarian,
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Armenia’s long-serving Ambassador to the
United States and a man with whom | have
had the pleasure of working for much of the
past decade, since his appointment as Am-
bassador to the United States in March 2005.

The last nine years have been challenging
ones for Armenia. Turkey and Azerbaijan have
continued their campaign to isolate Armenia
diplomatically and economically, even as the
country has worked to move forward on the
path to full democracy, while also seeking to
develop its economy and bring needed serv-
ices and opportunity to the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh. | have been proud to work with Am-
bassador Markarian and his team at the em-
bassy on these and many other challenging
issues, including recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by the United States Congress, and
on behalf of the tens of thousands of Arme-
nian-Americans in my district, |1 wish him all
the best as he takes up his position in Brus-
sels as Armenia’s Ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union.

Prior to taking up his post in Washington,
Ambassador Markarian served as Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia since June
2000. In that capacity, his responsibilities in-
cluded the Ministry’s Departments of Politico-
Military Affairs; International Organizations;
CIS Countries; and Asia-Pacific and Africa. He
was also the Armenian coordinator for the
U.S.-Armenia Strategic Dialogue as well as
the NATO-Armenia Political-Military Dialogue.
In 2002-2004, Ambassador Markarian was
also Special Representative of the President
of Armenia for Nagorno Karabakh negotia-
tions. In 1999-2000, he served as Advisor to
Foreign Minister.

The United States has had a great friend in
Ambassador Markarian and the U.S.-Armenian
relationship has been greatly strengthened by
his work here.

HONORING THE FRENCH LAUNDRY
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor The French Laundry, a
renowned fine-dining restaurant in Yountville,
California, as it celebrates twenty years of
service on July 6th. Since its opening, The
French Laundry has consistently served diners
only the most delectable, high-quality and in-
ventive dishes. This exemplary establishment
certainly deserves to be recognized and hon-
ored today.

Under the leadership of Chef Thomas Kel-
ler, The French Laundry has earned world-
wide acclaim. By September 1994, Michael
Bauer of the San Francisco Chronicle award-
ed The French Laundry a four-star rating.
Since then, The French Laundry has contin-
ued to receive awards and recognition at an
impressive pace. The French Laundry has
earned a 3-star rating from the Michelin Guide
every year since 2007. Wine Spectator has
bestowed its Grand Award upon The French
Laundry for seven consecutive years. The res-
taurant has been named as one of the “Top
100 Bay Area Restaurants” by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle in addition to being ranked #1
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in “The World’s 50 Best Restaurants” by Res-
taurant Magazine. And this just to name a few
of The French Laundry’s impressive acco-
lades.

Mr. Speaker, The French Laundry has con-
tributed to, if not defined, Napa Valley’s tradi-
tion of, and reputation for, fine dining. On be-
half of a grateful district, | thank Chef Thomas
Keller and his entire staff for their unwavering
dedication, passion and creativity.

HONORING MARY KASTEN

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mary Kasten who is receiving
the Southeast Missourian “Spirit of American
Award” in recognition of her outstanding serv-
ice to the community of Cape Girardeau and
the state of Missouri.

Mary’s service expands from God, family,
country and her fellow man. She volunteered
much of her time as a Sunday school teacher
and choir member in the St. Andrew’s Lu-
theran Church. Mary also served as a member
of the Cape Girardeau School Board and held
various offices on the board for 20 years.
Mary continued to be dedicated to education
by serving on the Board of Regents at South-
east Missouri State University, her alma
mater. Mary also served in the Missouri Gen-
eral Assembly for nearly 20 years where she
represented her family, friends and neighbors
with distinction.

One of Mary’s greatest works for others was
the beginning of the Cape Girardeau Commu-
nity Caring Council. Her vision of this program
began in Southern Missouri and is now being
replicated in the rest of the State and nation-
wide.

If anyone deserves the “Spirit of American
Award” it would be Mary Kasten. | applaud
her for her achievements and service.

IN MEMORY OF DAVID K. PAGE
AND HIS PASSIONATE PURSUIT
OF BUILDING A  STRONGER
GREATER DETROIT COMMUNITY

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 8, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with profound sadness to mark the
passing of an incredible leader in the Greater
Detroit community and a dear friend to my
family, David Page.

From early in life, David charted a course of
excellence—graduating with a Bachelor's De-
gree from Dartmouth College and a Juris Doc-
torate from Harvard Law School. In addition to
these degrees, he studied at the London
School of Economics as a Fulbright Scholar.

At Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn
LLP, where David worked for more than 50
years, he brought his considerable talents to
bear in the field of law. While there, David de-
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veloped a reputation of tireless service to his
clients and a commitment to providing excel-
lent counsel.

While David’s legal career came into focus,
he became an active leader in the Greater De-
troit community, where he was a force in the
effort to revitalize the region. Throughout his
decades of loyal service to the community,
David served on the boards of many commu-
nity organizations that have improved the
quality of life for the residents of Southeast
Michigan. The boards he served on included:
the Detroit Zoological Society, City Year De-
troit and the Detroit Chamber Music Society.
David was a founding trustee of the Commu-
nity Foundation for Southeast Michigan and
was directly engaged in the efforts that led to
the creation of endowments that will power the
work of future generations of community orga-
nizations in the Greater Detroit region. As a
committed leader of the Jewish community,
David served as president of the Jewish Fund,
the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit,
and Temple Beth El. David also served as
chair of the board of the Children’s Hospital of
Michigan Foundation and as chairman of the
hospital’s board for almost a decade of his
more than 40 years of tenure with that organi-
zation.

While David provided invaluable leadership
to many organizations in Southeast Michigan
and helped empower them to magnify their im-
pact, one of his most satisfying endeavors
was his work with the Detroit Riverfront Con-
servancy, where he served as vice chair of the
board. With a prominent view of the Detroit
River from his office, David leveraged his posi-
tion as vice chair and trustee of the Kresge
Foundation to build the public-private partner-
ship that would become the Conservancy,
which is transforming the Detroit riverfront.
With a focus on a 5.5 mile stretch of riverfront
between Belle Isle and the Ambassador
Bridge, the Conservancy has realized the revi-
talization of Gabriel Richard Park, Rivard
Plaza, and the Dequindre Cut greenway link-
ing Eastern Market to the riverfront and one of
Michigan’s crown jewels, William G. Milliken
State Park and Harbor—the first urban state
park in Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, over the years my wife, Col-
leen, and | have been so fortunate to work
with David and share many warm memories
with him and his family. All of us who have
had the fortune to know him will greatly miss
his leadership and indomitable spirit. David’s
passion for helping others was rivaled only by
his passion for his family, and my thoughts are
with his loving wife, Andrea, their children:
Jason, Mark and Sarah, and their grand-
children during this difficult time. However,
even amidst the sadness, there is so much
from which David’s family may take solace—
a legacy of dedicated service toward building
a brighter future for the Greater Detroit region,
which continues to impact the lives of so many
across our community. | am confident his leg-
acy will be a beacon that continues to inspire
not only those of us who currently seek to
strengthen and revitalize the Southeast Michi-
gan region, but to future generations of lead-
ers and community activists as well.
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