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integral role in the passage of Domestic Part-
ner Registries in both the City of Orlando and
Orange County. These registries provide crit-
ical protections for unmarried couples in times
of emergency. To date, more than 1,000 cou-
ples have registered. Michael helped pass Or-
ange County’'s Human Rights Ordinance,
which bans discrimination against the LGBT
community in housing, public accommoda-
tions, and the workplace. He also contributed
to the passage of Orange County’s Domestic
Partner Benefits for county workers, which
allow the spouses of county workers to access
important health benefits. Additionally, he
helped spearhead the passage of Domestic
Partner Benefits and a Nondiscrimination Pol-
icy at Orange County Public Schools
(OCPS)—the nation’s ninth largest school dis-
trict. These policies provide important
healthcare benefits to the spouses of OCPS
teachers and protect LGBT teachers and stu-
dents from discrimination.

In 2012, The Advocate nominated Michael
as one of “40 under 40” activists in the nation.
He regularly represents Equality Florida’s ini-
tiatives and programs on local TV and print
media, and is a member of the Orlando Anti-
Discrimination Ordinance Committee.

Michael is a graduate of the University of
Central Florida and holds a bachelor's degree
in Political Science with a concentration on
American Politics and Public Policy.

I am happy to honor Michael Farmer, during
LGBT Pride Month, for his work to secure
equality for LGBT individuals in Central Florida
and throughout the state of Florida.

HONORING SUE MERIMS
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the strength of
any religious institution comes from the love
and devotion of its congregation. For Sue
Merims, that love and devotion to Congrega-
tion Anshe Shalom is a family tradition. Sue’s
sister, Carolyn, was the first to join the syna-
gogue, followed by her parents, Muriel and Ely
Cohen, who were long-time members. Sue
was next to join the Anshe Shalom family and
has been a standout member now for over 40
years.

Following a 1996 meeting of the Anshe
Shalom Board of Directors, Sue became the
synagogue’s treasurer, a role she still serves
in today. She worked tirelessly to sustain and
modernize the synagogue’s operations, by
computerizing its administrative and account-
ing systems, coordinating events, organizing
the Community Seder, and working on the
monthly bulletin. Being part of Anshe Shalom
has brought joy and comfort to Sue and she
considers her special relationship with Rabbi
Weinberger and his beloved wife, Hannah, to
be a major blessing.

Beyond her work at the synagogue, Sue
taught at Millis High School in Millis, Massa-
chusetts before pursuing new opportunities in
the travel and food services industry. After 13
years with ARA Services Inc., Sue took a leap
of faith and started her own school food serv-
ice consulting business. For over 25 years,
school districts have sought out Sue’s exper-
tise, as she has successfully guided them
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through upgrading and modernizing their food
services environment.

Sue’s greatest source of joy however is her
family. She is blessed with two loving children
and six grand children that she loves dearly.

Anshe Shalom in honoring Sue Merims at
their Annual Testimonial Dinner and | can’t
think of a more deserving honoree. Her dedi-
cation to and hard work for the Anshe Shalom
community has been an inspiration. It is my
great pleasure to congratulate her on receiving
this recognition.

HONORING TERRY J. HURNE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy
heart that | rise today to honor the life of Terry
J. Hurne, United States Army Specialist, who
died on June 9, 2014, at the young age of 34.
Terry was an American hero who made the ul-
timate sacrifice while serving the United States
in the Logar Province of Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Spc. Hurne was born to Norman and Shirley
Hurne on April 9, 1980. He was raised in
Atwater, California. He graduated from Atwater
High School in 1998 and joined the military in
2007 after working for Central Valley Electric
and various construction jobs.

During his time in the Army, Terry served
two tours of duty in Afghanistan. For the past
five years he served as a generator mechanic
and builder. He was assigned to B Company,
710 Brigade Support Battalion, 10th Mountain
Division stationed in Fort Drum, New York.

Terry will undoubtedly be remembered na-
tionwide as a hero who fought for our free-
doms. His family and friends will hold memo-
ries of Terry in their hearts forever. His smile,
laugh, and kindness will never be forgotten.
Eight years ago, Terry married the love of his
life, Natalie, and they built a beautiful life to-
gether. Natalie as well as Terry’s father; moth-
er; stepmother; Ruth, three sisters; Cheryl,
Christina, and Sam, and brother; Bryon will
miss him dearly.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to honor the life of our fallen sol-
dier, Army Specialist Terry Hurne. He was an
exemplary individual, and we will always be
grateful for his service to our country.

TRIBUTE TO GILES GIOVINAZZI
HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Giles F. Giovinazzi,
Democratic Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Aviation for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives’” Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. As Ranking Democrat of the Sub-
committee, | had the pleasure of working with
Giles on many issues that came before the
Subcommittee. His hard work and wise coun-
sel over the past 12 years has been invalu-
able, and | look forward to continuing to work
with him as he embarks on a new endeavor.
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Giles began his career on Capitol Hill serv-
ing as Legislative Counsel for Congressman
JAMES MCGOVERN from 1999 to 2002. Since
that time, Giles has served on the Sub-
committee in various positions including Coun-
sel, Senior Counsel and Staff Director, since
2009.

Giles is a true public servant and his dedi-
cation to the country extends beyond the halls
of Congress. Giles is a lieutenant commander
in the U.S. Navy Reserve where he has
served since 2004.

His understanding of complex technical and
legal aviation issues, policy and politics, has
been an asset to the Committee for over a
decade. Giles has been instrumental in draft-
ing significant pieces of legislation including
The Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Extension Act of 2010.

Last month, Giles was appointed federal
transportation liaison at the California Depart-
ment of Transportation and the California
High-Speed Rail Authority. His expertise and
counsel will be truly missed.

| join my colleagues on the Transportation
Committee in wishing Giles, his wife Jolynn,
and daughter, Kathryn Maribel, all the best.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | did not par-
ticipate in the vote of S. 1044 on June 23,
2014. Unfortunately, | was traveling back from
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio,
Texas, and due to inclement weather, | could
not get back from my trip in time to vote.

However, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on S. 1044.

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,529,945,473,040.66. We've
added $6,903,068,424,127.58 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
339, | was unable to get to D.C. to make
votes due to a personal conflict, a friend’s fu-
neral.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

«,
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RECOGNIZING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF TOM DYER

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Tom Dyer. Tom was born in Lancaster,
Ohio in 1955. His family moved from Madison,
Wisconsin to the Orlando area in 1969. One of
his first summer jobs was as a character at
Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom. Tom is a
graduate of Winter Park High School, DePauw
University and the University of Florida, Levin
College of Law.

Tom is the founder and publisher of Water-
mark, Orlando and Tampa Bay’s award-win-
ning LGBT newspaper. Founded in 1994, the
newspaper distributes 20,000 newspapers to
more than 500 locations every other Thursday.
The web site, WatermarkOnline.com, is visited
by more than 5,000 users every week. The
company donates more than $200,000 annu-
ally in free and sponsor advertising to worthy
local and national LGBT non-profits.

In 1997 Watermark Media produced Beach
Ball at Disney’s Typhoon Lagoon, the first
large-scale nighttime party associated with
Gay Days Weekend. Watermark publishes a
glossy guide to Gay Days Weekend, the larg-
est annual LGBT gathering in the nation, as
well as programs for St. Pete Pride in June
and Orlando’s Come Out With Pride in Octo-
ber.

Watermark sought to hang rainbow flags
throughout downtown Orlando during Gay
Pride Month in 1998. The city reluctantly ac-
quiesced, but the controversy made national
news when televangelist, Pat Robertson, pre-
dicted Orlando would be beset by hurricanes
as punishment.

Tom has interviewed such luminaries as
Gloria Steinem, Billie Jean King, Lily Tomlin
and Martina Navratilova for Watermark. His re-
cent interview with former governor, and now
candidate for governor, Charlie Crist, went
viral after it was picked up by HuffPost.com,
CNN.com and MSNBC.com.

In addition to publishing Watermark, Tom is
a practicing attorney and senior partner in
Dyer & Blaisdell, PL. He is a former board
member of the Metropolitan Business Associa-
tion and the Tampa International Gay & Les-
bian Film Festival. He currently serves on the
advisory board for the Harvey Milk Founda-
tion.

Tom has received the Vice Versa Award for
excellence in LGBT journalism, the Spectrum
Award for Male Role Model and Equality Flor-
ida’s Voice for Equality Award. In 2004, the
City of Orlando presented Tom with the “Key
to the City” in honor of Watermark’s 10th anni-
versary. In 2014, he was named a Champion
of Equality by the Harvey Milk Foundation.

Tom lives in Winter Park, where he enjoys
spending time with nine nieces and nephews
and his beloved Welsh corgi, Seamus. He’s
also working on his downward dog at regular
Yoga sessions.

| am happy to honor Tom Dyer, during
LGBT Pride Month, for his contributions to the
Central Florida LGBT community.
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THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION ACT

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2014

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Federal
Credit Union Act and to use this occasion to
honor the contributions that the credit union
movement has made to the United States.
The Act, which was passed by Congress and
signed into law by President Franklin Roo-
sevelt in 1934, permits credit unions to be
formed anywhere in the United States. The
legislation bolstered the development of credit
unions as a way to promote thrift among the
American people while setting in place federal
oversight of these financial institutions.

Eighty years later, credit unions in the
United States claim nearly 100 million mem-
bers. If the credit unions those members own
were a single financial institution, it would be
the fifth largest bank in America.

But thankfully, those credit unions are more
than 6,600 independent, consumer-owned,
volunteer-led, democratically controlled finan-
cial institutions, vital to the well-being of their
members.

Credit unions are part of the great fabric
that makes our country strong.

They are cooperatives—bound together by
a common set of business principles and val-
ues: voluntary membership; democratic con-
trol; economic participation; autonomy and
independence; member education; coopera-
tion among cooperatives; and concern for
community.

A Canadian, Alphonse Desjardins, brought
the idea for credit unions west from Europe in
1900 and by 1909 he had successfully orga-
nized the first American credit union in New
Hampshire. Two Americans, Pierre Jay, the
Massachusetts banking commissioner and Ed-
ward Filene, a Boston merchant, took up the
cause of promoting credit unions in those
early years.

In 1908 a national conference on credit
unions was held in Boston that brought to-
gether Desjardins, Filene, Jay and others in-
terested in the formative stages of the move-
ment. That conference led to the 1909 draft of
legislation in Massachusetts that became the
nation’s first state credit union act.

The movement developed slowly during the
following decade and by 1921 Filene become
convinced that federal legislation was needed
in addition to existing state legislation. He
hired Massachusetts attorney Roy Bergengren
to help. The Credit Union National Extension
Bureau was formed. Four years later, 15
states had passed credit union enabling laws
and 419 credit unions were serving 108,000
consumers.

After the 1934 passage of the Federal Cred-
it Union Act, credit unions recognized their
need for stronger national representation and
unity. The Credit Union National Association
was formed—replacing the Credit Union Na-
tional Extension Bureau.

Robust credit union growth continued until
World War Il. Wartime slowed the expansion
of the movement considerably. Interest picked
up again once the conflict ended and by 1955
there were more than 16,000 credit unions
across the United States. By 1969, that num-
ber had swelled to nearly 24,000.
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The 1970s brought about great change to
credit unions as they broadened their services
to meet the expanding needs of their mem-
bers. Legislation permitting mortgage lending
by credit unions was passed and the total
number of credit union members more than
doubled during the decade.

As consumer needs evolved and became
more complex, many credit unions merged to
increase their ability to pool resources and im-
prove member services. While the total num-
ber of actual credit unions decreased with
mergers, the number of consumer members of
credit unions soared, and is now on the cusp
of 100 million across the nation.

Credit unions continue to innovate with new
services and tools to help their members build
economic security.

The work Congress did 80 years ago in
passing the Federal Credit Union Act con-
tinues to serve the country well.

In fact, the influence credit unions have on
the entire financial system saves all con-
sumers money with generally lower rates for
loans and higher rates for savings—no matter
where they bank. An impressive $8 billion dol-
lars in savings in 2013 alone is attributed to
credit unions.

Today, credit unions are utilized by their
members for the convenience, prices, product
choice, and financial education they offer.

Credit unions are living up to the promise
outlined in their principles. They are institu-
tions that their members and all Americans
can choose to be their best financial partner.

—

RECOGNIZING THE ORANGE COUN-
TY SANITATION DISTRICT ON 60
YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24 2014

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and commend the Orange
County Sanitation District (OCSD) on its 60th
anniversary. Since June 30, 1954, the OCSD
has provided residents in North and Central
Orange County outstanding wastewater collec-
tion, treatment and recycling services.

The OCSD services approximately 2.5 mil-
lion people, 21 cities and has two operating
facilities that treat wastewater from residential,
commercial and industrial sources. Through
innovative technologies, the OCSD has served
as a leader and model for communities around
the world as they battle to protect public
health and the environment from the harms of
untreated wastewater.

However, the OCSD does not just simply
treat wastewater. In fact, by utilizing all prac-
tical and effective means, the OCSD is pro-
ducing an average of 10,000 kilowatts of elec-
tricity per day, monitoring the water quality of
local beaches, and recycling 268,000 tons of
biosolids per year. Yet, these are only the sec-
ondary benefits of its highest achievement.

In a joint venture with the Orange County
Water District, the OCSD facilitated the cre-
ation of the world’s largest water purification
system, the Orange County Groundwater Re-
plenishment System (GWRS). Using a three-
step advanced treatment process, the GWRS
purifies 70 million gallons of high quality pota-
ble water per day that would otherwise be un-
usable. This is the equivalent to the daily
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