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RECOGNIZING ROBIN LEA HUTTON 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Robin Lea Hutton, 
President of Angels Without Wings, Inc., a 
non-profit corporation dedicated to giving relief 
to the poor, the distressed and underprivi-
leged, and honoring those people and groups 
who help others in need. 

It is through her leadership and vision that 
Angels Without Wings has spearheaded the 
development and dedication of a national me-
morial monument to the remarkable Korean 
War hero horse, Sgt. Reckless. This memorial 
serves to honor all animals that have served 
our country in times of war—whether as mas-
cots for our servicemembers, or ammunitions 
carriers, like Sgt. Reckless. 

Ms. Hutton has also brought further recogni-
tion to these animals by authoring Sgt. Reck-
less: America’s War Horse. This book tells the 
incredible story of Reckless, who is listed in 
Life Magazine’s ‘‘Celebrate our Heroes,’’ as 
one of our all-time great heroes and whose 
antics make her a revered part of the history 
and lore of the United States Marine Corps. 

For her patriotic service and exceptional 
work, Ms. Hutton is being bestowed with the 
Patriotic Citizen of the Year award and will re-
ceive the Silver Patrick Henry medal from the 
Conejo Valley Chapter of the Military Order of 
the World Wars. 

It is my honor to offer my sincere congratu-
lations to Ms. Hutton on this special occasion 
and to thank her for her dedication to telling 
the story of America’s war horse. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, on June 23, 
2014, I was unavoidably absent from the 
House due to a family emergency involving 
my elderly mother, and missed rollcall votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: roll 339; ‘‘aye’’; roll 340; ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. DAVID M. 
PAIGE 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Dr. David M. Paige 
for his more than forty years of dedication to 
patients, students and public health in Mary-

land and across the country. David is a Pro-
fessor of Population, Family and Reproductive 
Health with joint appointments in International 
Health and Human Nutrition at the Johns Hop-
kins Bloomberg School of Public Health and in 
Pediatrics at the Johns Hopkins School of 
Medicine. He is a member of the Maryland 
State WIC Advisory Panel and the Director of 
the Johns Hopkins WIC Program. 

Through his work as a physician, researcher 
and professor, David has made indelible 
marks on the state of public health in this na-
tion. In response to a crisis of malnourishment 
among low-income infants and pregnant 
women in Baltimore in the 1960s, David cre-
ated a voucher system for food assistance 
that served as the prototype for the federal 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children. This program 
provides essential food assistance to almost 9 
million individuals each month and more than 
143,000 people in Maryland alone. David re-
mains a vigilant defender of this critical pro-
gram and has testified more than 20 times be-
fore House and Senate committees. 

David has also produced significant re-
search on the increasing prevalence of lactose 
intolerance in children and young adults. His 
findings have had far-reaching effects on the 
availability of lactose free foods and prenatal 
nutrition for lactose-intolerant mothers. He is 
also the recipient of numerous awards, includ-
ing the March of Dimes National Agnes Hig-
gins Award for Distinguished Achievement in 
Maternal-Fetal Nutrition. 

On a personal note, it has been my privilege 
to know David for over twenty years and to 
benefit from his passionate advocacy on 
issues of public health. At all times, David’s 
service to his profession and to the broader 
community have been characterized by a gen-
erosity of spirit and a selfless dedication to im-
proving the lives of those too often left behind. 
I am proud to call David my friend and I com-
mend the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health for recognizing David’s long and 
distinguished record of accomplishment. This 
tribute could not go to a more deserving per-
son. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, June 
23, 2014, I was absent because of travel 
delays due to weather related activities. 

If I had been present, I would have voted 
the following on June 23, 2014: 

Rollcall 339 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass, S. 1044, the World War II Me-
morial Prayer Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall 340 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and concur to the Senate amendment, 
H.R. 316, the Collinsville Renewable Energy 
Production Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
294, I inadvertently voted ‘‘yea,’’ I intended to 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MICHAEL FARMER 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Michael Farmer. 

Michael Farmer began his advocacy at the 
young age of 17. He and a group of friends 
started a Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) at 
Apopka High School, a conservative part of 
Central Florida. While attending Valencia 
Community College, Michael served as the 
Valencia College Campus Organizer for the 
Fairness For All Families (FFAF) Campaign. 
This campaign aimed to defeat a constitutional 
amendment to ban marriage equality and civil 
unions in Florida. He went on to serve as the 
Orlando Area Field Organizer for FFAF. 

In 2009, Michael joined the staff of Equality 
Florida (EQFL) as the organization’s Safe 
Schools Policy and GSA Network Coordinator. 
As Equality Florida’s GSA Network Coordi-
nator, Michael trained hundreds of students 
and teachers across the state on best prac-
tices for making schools safe for LGBT youth. 

From 2010 to 2012, Michael served as 
EQFL’s Statewide Field Coordinator. In this 
role, Michael helped to increase the organiza-
tion’s pro-equality voter file by more than 
20,000 voters. Additionally, he raised EQFL’s 
profile at community events and mobilized 
members and pro-equality voters to support 
pro-equality and openly LGBT candidates. 

In 2013, Michael transitioned into the role of 
Statewide Field Director. As Statewide Field 
Director, Michael led EQFL’s field staff on pro-
grams related to voter education and mobiliza-
tion, and increased EQFL’s member engage-
ment. 

Currently, Michael serves as Equality Flor-
ida’s Director of Development for Central and 
North Florida. In this capacity, he leads 
EQFL’s development programs and staff in 
Orlando, Sarasota, Jacksonville and Tallahas-
see. Since 2012, Michael and his teams 
across the state have raised over one million 
dollars in the pursuit of LGBT equality in Flor-
ida. 

Through his work at Equality Florida, Mi-
chael has been able to play a leadership role 
in changing the policy landscape for the LGBT 
community in Florida. Michael also played an 
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integral role in the passage of Domestic Part-
ner Registries in both the City of Orlando and 
Orange County. These registries provide crit-
ical protections for unmarried couples in times 
of emergency. To date, more than 1,000 cou-
ples have registered. Michael helped pass Or-
ange County’s Human Rights Ordinance, 
which bans discrimination against the LGBT 
community in housing, public accommoda-
tions, and the workplace. He also contributed 
to the passage of Orange County’s Domestic 
Partner Benefits for county workers, which 
allow the spouses of county workers to access 
important health benefits. Additionally, he 
helped spearhead the passage of Domestic 
Partner Benefits and a Nondiscrimination Pol-
icy at Orange County Public Schools 
(OCPS)—the nation’s ninth largest school dis-
trict. These policies provide important 
healthcare benefits to the spouses of OCPS 
teachers and protect LGBT teachers and stu-
dents from discrimination. 

In 2012, The Advocate nominated Michael 
as one of ‘‘40 under 40’’ activists in the nation. 
He regularly represents Equality Florida’s ini-
tiatives and programs on local TV and print 
media, and is a member of the Orlando Anti- 
Discrimination Ordinance Committee. 

Michael is a graduate of the University of 
Central Florida and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science with a concentration on 
American Politics and Public Policy. 

I am happy to honor Michael Farmer, during 
LGBT Pride Month, for his work to secure 
equality for LGBT individuals in Central Florida 
and throughout the state of Florida. 

f 

HONORING SUE MERIMS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the strength of 
any religious institution comes from the love 
and devotion of its congregation. For Sue 
Merims, that love and devotion to Congrega-
tion Anshe Shalom is a family tradition. Sue’s 
sister, Carolyn, was the first to join the syna-
gogue, followed by her parents, Muriel and Ely 
Cohen, who were long-time members. Sue 
was next to join the Anshe Shalom family and 
has been a standout member now for over 40 
years. 

Following a 1996 meeting of the Anshe 
Shalom Board of Directors, Sue became the 
synagogue’s treasurer, a role she still serves 
in today. She worked tirelessly to sustain and 
modernize the synagogue’s operations, by 
computerizing its administrative and account-
ing systems, coordinating events, organizing 
the Community Seder, and working on the 
monthly bulletin. Being part of Anshe Shalom 
has brought joy and comfort to Sue and she 
considers her special relationship with Rabbi 
Weinberger and his beloved wife, Hannah, to 
be a major blessing. 

Beyond her work at the synagogue, Sue 
taught at Millis High School in Millis, Massa-
chusetts before pursuing new opportunities in 
the travel and food services industry. After 13 
years with ARA Services Inc., Sue took a leap 
of faith and started her own school food serv-
ice consulting business. For over 25 years, 
school districts have sought out Sue’s exper-
tise, as she has successfully guided them 

through upgrading and modernizing their food 
services environment. 

Sue’s greatest source of joy however is her 
family. She is blessed with two loving children 
and six grand children that she loves dearly. 

Anshe Shalom in honoring Sue Merims at 
their Annual Testimonial Dinner and I can’t 
think of a more deserving honoree. Her dedi-
cation to and hard work for the Anshe Shalom 
community has been an inspiration. It is my 
great pleasure to congratulate her on receiving 
this recognition. 

f 

HONORING TERRY J. HURNE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart that I rise today to honor the life of Terry 
J. Hurne, United States Army Specialist, who 
died on June 9, 2014, at the young age of 34. 
Terry was an American hero who made the ul-
timate sacrifice while serving the United States 
in the Logar Province of Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Spc. Hurne was born to Norman and Shirley 
Hurne on April 9, 1980. He was raised in 
Atwater, California. He graduated from Atwater 
High School in 1998 and joined the military in 
2007 after working for Central Valley Electric 
and various construction jobs. 

During his time in the Army, Terry served 
two tours of duty in Afghanistan. For the past 
five years he served as a generator mechanic 
and builder. He was assigned to B Company, 
710 Brigade Support Battalion, 10th Mountain 
Division stationed in Fort Drum, New York. 

Terry will undoubtedly be remembered na-
tionwide as a hero who fought for our free-
doms. His family and friends will hold memo-
ries of Terry in their hearts forever. His smile, 
laugh, and kindness will never be forgotten. 
Eight years ago, Terry married the love of his 
life, Natalie, and they built a beautiful life to-
gether. Natalie as well as Terry’s father; moth-
er; stepmother; Ruth, three sisters; Cheryl, 
Christina, and Sam, and brother; Bryon will 
miss him dearly. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to honor the life of our fallen sol-
dier, Army Specialist Terry Hurne. He was an 
exemplary individual, and we will always be 
grateful for his service to our country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GILES GIOVINAZZI 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Giles F. Giovinazzi, 
Democratic Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Aviation for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives’ Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. As Ranking Democrat of the Sub-
committee, I had the pleasure of working with 
Giles on many issues that came before the 
Subcommittee. His hard work and wise coun-
sel over the past 12 years has been invalu-
able, and I look forward to continuing to work 
with him as he embarks on a new endeavor. 

Giles began his career on Capitol Hill serv-
ing as Legislative Counsel for Congressman 
JAMES MCGOVERN from 1999 to 2002. Since 
that time, Giles has served on the Sub-
committee in various positions including Coun-
sel, Senior Counsel and Staff Director, since 
2009. 

Giles is a true public servant and his dedi-
cation to the country extends beyond the halls 
of Congress. Giles is a lieutenant commander 
in the U.S. Navy Reserve where he has 
served since 2004. 

His understanding of complex technical and 
legal aviation issues, policy and politics, has 
been an asset to the Committee for over a 
decade. Giles has been instrumental in draft-
ing significant pieces of legislation including 
The Airline Safety and Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Extension Act of 2010. 

Last month, Giles was appointed federal 
transportation liaison at the California Depart-
ment of Transportation and the California 
High-Speed Rail Authority. His expertise and 
counsel will be truly missed. 

I join my colleagues on the Transportation 
Committee in wishing Giles, his wife Jolynn, 
and daughter, Kathryn Maribel, all the best. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I did not par-
ticipate in the vote of S. 1044 on June 23, 
2014. Unfortunately, I was traveling back from 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, 
Texas, and due to inclement weather, I could 
not get back from my trip in time to vote. 

However, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on S. 1044. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,529,945,473,040.66. We’ve 
added $6,903,068,424,127.58 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
339, I was unable to get to D.C. to make 
votes due to a personal conflict, a friend’s fu-
neral. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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