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Ethelene Jones-Crockett, Michigan’s first fe-
male African-American obstetrician and gyne-
cologist—who was also the wife of former
Congressman George W. Crockett, Jr.—deliv-
ered her youngest three children.

Mrs. Jones devoted her career at Detroit
Public Schools as a para-professional teach-
ing assistant to ensuring that all children have
the opportunity to receive a quality education.
She was raised in the Church of Christ and re-
mained an active member throughout her life
teaching Bible class and serving on numerous
committees.

Mrs. Blanche Jones was a close confidant
to my mother, Mildred Massey and me. Re-
gardless of her health condition, she was al-
ways positive and upbeat. There was no ques-
tion about her love and she generously shared
it with everyone.

Blanche Jones was a “woman of distinction
and grace”. She loved clothes and | will al-
ways remember wearing a white wool coat
and hat that she loved. | shopped all over the
country looking for one to give her and regret-
tably could not find one. | did give her a white
wool jacket—and my hat. The twinkle in her
eyes and her words of gratitude were remind-
ers of her thankfulness for the small things in
life.

Blanche was a brilliant woman. She read,
kept up on current events and politics and had
her own very strong opinions about issues
which we discussed many times. Her family
describes her as the Chairwoman on BNN: the
Blanche News Network.

There is a tremendous void in my life now
and | will miss her deeply. She touched the
lives of many and leaves a legacy with her
work and compassion that will long endure. In
her memory, let us live our lives as Mrs.
Blanche Jones did and would want us to do—
as loving and supportive human beings.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict joins Michigan’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict to salute and honor a remarkable woman,
Mrs. Blanche lone Jones. We will miss her tre-
mendously and know that her legacy and spirit
will live on forever.

———

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
LIFE OF THE HONORABLE JOHN
VASCONCELLOS

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my
colleagues, Congresswoman KAREN BASS,
Congressman XAVIER BECERRA, Congressman
AMI BERA, Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY,
Congresswoman Lois CAPPS, Congressman
TONY CARDENAS, Congresswoman JUDY CHU,
Congressman JiM CoOSTA, Congresswoman
SusaN DAvis, Congressman SAM FARR, Con-
gressman JOHN GARAMENDI, Congresswoman
JANICE HAHN, Congressman JARED HUFFMAN,
Congressman MIKE HONDA, Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE, Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN,
Congressman JERRY MCNERNEY, Congress-
woman LINDA SANCHEZ, Congresswoman Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ, Congressman ALAN
LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman DORIS MATSUI,
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Congresswoman GLORIA NEGRETE MCLEOD,
Congressman GEORGE MILLER, Congress-
woman GRACE NAPOLITANO, Congresswoman
NANCY PELOSI, Congressman SCOTT PETERS,
Congresswoman  LUCILLE ~ ROYBAL-ALLARD,
Congressman RAUL Ruiz, Congressman ADAM
SCHIFF, Congressman BRAD SHERMAN, Con-
gresswoman JACKIE SPEIER, Congressman
ERIC SWALWELL, Congressman MARK TAKANO,
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, Congressman
JUAN  VARGAs, Congresswoman MAXINE
WATERS, and Congressman HENRY WAXMAN to
honor the life of our friend who distinguished
himself for 38 years in public service, the Hon-
orable John Vasconcellos, who died on May
24, 2014, at his home in Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia.

John was born on May 11, 1932, in San
Jose, California, to a Portuguese father and
German mother. He graduated from
Bellarmine College Preparatory High School
with top honors, and attended Santa Clara
University, graduating magna cum laude. After
two years of service to his country in the
Army, he graduated again at the top of his
class from Santa Clara University’s Law
School. He practiced law before joining Gov-
ernor Pat Brown’s staff, and was soon re-
cruited by his many friends and admirers to
run for a seat in the California State Assembly
in 1966. This began almost forty years of pub-
lic service. John was a legislator's legislator.
He had a brilliant intellect and a compas-
sionate heart. He became the Chairman of the
Assembly Ways and Means Committee, one
of the most powerful assignments in the Cali-
fornia Legislature. He proposed the State Task
Force to Promote Self-Esteem in October
1986, and in 1989, Speaker Willie Brown ap-
pointed him to Chair the Select Assembly
Committee on Ethics. He was elected to the
California State Senate in 1996, representing
the heart of Silicon Valley, and served as
Chairman of the Public Safety, Education, and
Economic Development Committees.

John Vasconcellos’ 38 year tenure in the
California Legislature was reflective of the in-
novative Silicon Valley District he represented.
He was a disruptor and a pioneering public
servant who was ahead of his time. His legis-
lative work is widely recognized for its
groundbreaking innovations in public safety,
state budgets, ethics, health and human serv-
ices, as well as in education. He wrote first-of-
its-kind legislation addressing AIDS research,
medical marijuana, and family health. He
wrote legislation combating toxic chemicals in
our atmosphere; he paved the way for mid-
wives to practice; and he promoted child care
at all public colleges. He saw the need before
others to modernize our education system and
make it affordable for all. He involved young
people in the political process, launching pro-
grams like shadowing legislators in the State
Capitol.

John was an avid subscriber to the human-
potential movement therapies to deal with the
rage, tension and fear that continued to grow
in our society. We called John our friend, and
we were very proud to do so, but he was also
a brother and a mentor to many of us and we
will miss him always.

Mr. Speaker, we ask the entire House of
Representatives to join us in honoring Senator
John Vasconcellos, a brilliant visionary with a
giant heart who served his constituents, his
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state and his country with integrity and respect
for building the politics of trust. We extend our
condolences to his brother Jim Vasconcellos,
his sister Margaret Brindle, his niece Beth
Brindle, his Hawaiian family, including his cho-
sen son Mitch Saunders, his daughter-in-law
Cindy and his two beloved grandchildren
Megan and Briana, as well as his devoted
staff, his large circle of extended friends and
family in California, Hawaii and around the
world.

——————

FISCAL YEAR 15 TRANSPOR-
TATION, HOUSING, AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position to the Fiscal Year 2015 Transpor-
tation, Housing, and Urban Development (H.R.
4745). This bill provides $1.8 billion less than
the FY 14 omnibus. It underfunds too many
critical investments that maintain and support
our infrastructure and housing.

Specifically, | strongly oppose the dramatic
cut and new restrictions on the TIGER pro-
gram. House Republicans included only $100
million for TIGER grants, an 80 percent cut
from FY 14. While this extreme cut in funding
is disappointing, more concerning are the re-
strictions placed on the grant program. H.R.
4745 specifically states that only highway,
bridge, freight rail and port projects are eligible
for TIGER grants. Public transit, including light
rail and passenger rail, would no longer be eli-
gible for these critical dollars. Republican lead-
ers repeatedly stated that the provision was
inserted to focus TIGER grants on what they
call “essential projects.” In my district and
many other communities across the country,
public transit is an essential project. My com-
munities depend on these dollars to help sup-
port passenger rail and multimodal projects,
such as light rail, streetcars and dedicated
Bus Rapid Transit.

In addition to TIGER, other transit initiatives
were cut, including New Starts (a 13 percent
cut) and Amtrak (a 14 percent cut). This ongo-
ing attack on public transit is unacceptable.

Unfortunately, the investments in housing in
this bill are also insufficient. HOME Investment
Partnership Grants were cut by 30 percent, to
near historic lows. In my district, the HOME
program is used to help first time homebuyers
with the cost of a down payment and closing
cost, which can be prohibitive for many buyers
looking for a first home of their own. Another
program supported by HOME finances mainte-
nance to preserve federally supported hous-
ing, especially important considering the short-
age of affordable housing. A 30 percent cut to
these programs means fewer homebuyers
helped and critical repairs to decaying afford-
able housing are unaddressed.

Transportation and housing are the back-
bone of our communities. Stable, affordable
housing and access to jobs helps to stabilize
communities and promote economic growth.
H.R. 4745 fails to sufficiently invest in our
communities and | urge my colleagues to op-
pose it.
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RECOGNIZING JIM VANCE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Jim Vance, who this week is observing 45
years in the District of Columbia at NBC4
Washington, where he has provided out-
standing service to Washington, DC and the
national capital region.

For more than four decades, Jim Vance has
been the man the Washington region turns to
on their NBC4 television screens. Jim has bril-
liantly made himself the preeminent anchor
the region can trust to get the news straight,
and at the same time, he has managed to be-
come the friend people turn to because they
like him. So great are Jim’s talents and capti-
vating personality, that NBC4 owes part of its
success to Jim Vance.

A graduate of the historically black Cheyney
University, Jim Vance was a teacher in Phila-
delphia before he decided to become a re-
porter. His first reporting jobs were at The
Philadelphia Independent newspaper and at
radio station WHAT-AM. Jim later accepted
his first television position as a reporter for
WKBS-TV in Philadelphia in 1968, and one
year later, he moved to the nation’s capital to
be a general assignment reporter at NBC4.
Jim made a fast rise to the anchor desk in
1972, where he remains to this day.

Jim Vance continues to thrive in his career.
He can be seen daily on News4 at 6 p.m. and
News4 at 11 p.m. with his co-anchor Doreen
Gentzler. As a veteran television reporter,
Jim’s work has taken him across the United
States and to locations around the world. Jim
has been the recipient of a host of honors, in-
cluding 17 Emmy Awards and induction in
2007 into the National Association of Black
Journalists Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, Members of Congress are fa-
miliar with Jim’s excellence, too, here in the
nation’s capital. | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Jim Vance for 45 years of ex-
traordinary work as news anchor and reporter
with NBC4 Washington and a favorite of the
national capital region.

HONORING ELI TAKESIAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Eli Takesian, former associate pastor
of the Vienna Presbyterian Church and deco-
rated military chaplain.

Eli served in Korea and Vietnam, eventually
earning the position of Chief Chaplain of the
Marine Corps at Marine Corps Headquarters
in Washington, DC. He passed away on May
20, 2014, at the Walter Reed National Medical
Center.

| submit the following program notes from
Eli’s funeral. He was a true patriot.

Eli Takesian died on May 20, 2014 at the
Walter Reed National Medical Center.

Born on February 28, 1932 in Methuen, Mas-
sachusetts, the son of Stephan and Koharig
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Takesian and uncle to many loved nephews
and nieces. Eli is survived by his sister,
Helen Hagopian. His brothers, Raffi, Jack
and Vartkes predeceased him.

Eli served in Korea with the 1st Marine Di-
vision from November 1951 to November 1952.
Following his discharge from the Marine
Corp, he graduated from Baylor University
in 1957. He then continued his education at
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland and
Princeton Theological Seminary, receiving a
master’s degree in theology in 1960. The
same year Eli was ordained a minister by the
United Presbyterian Church. After serving a
pastorate in Amsterdam, Ohio, Eli returned
to the military as a Navy Chaplain.

Chaplain Takesian served two tours of
duty in Vietnam and then spent 20 years as
a senior chaplain, becoming Chief Chaplain
of the Marine Corps at Marine Corps Head-
quarters in Washington, DC. While in Viet-
nam in 1968, even though he was not assigned
to the unit, Chaplain Takesian joined the 1st
Battalion, 5th Marines Regiment, 1st Marine
Division on the battlefield in Hue City—one
of the most famous and bloodiest Vietnam
War battles. Eli brought prayers, support
and hope to the wounded and the dying. In
2007, in his home town of Methuen, men of
the 1lst Battalion 5th Marines had a monu-
ment built in remembrance of his bravery.

During his service in the military, Chap-
lain Takesian was awarded a number of com-
bat decorations including the Legion of
Merit, two Bronze Stars with Combat Vs and
four Presidential Unit Citations.

He retired from naval service in 1987 and
became an associate pastor of the Vienna
Presbyterian Church retiring in 1995. Until
his death, Chaplain Takesian continued to
provide ministerial services to military re-
tirement communities and churches in
Northern Virginia.

While studying in Scotland, Eli discovered
his passion for music and the arts. When
serving as Chaplain on Governor’s Island in
New York, he met and fell in love with
Broadway actress and vocalist, Margaret
Broderson, who studied at Julliard. They
were married in 1978 in the Chapel on Gov-
ernor’s Island. Eli and Margaret moved to
Flacons Landing in December 2012.

In lieu of flowers, the family request dona-
tions be made to the Navy Marine Corps Re-
lief Society, Marine Corps Scholarship Foun-
dation and the Marine Corps Heritage Foun-
dation.

——————

HONORING DR. EDWARD W.
WRIGHT

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the extraordinary life of Dr. Ed-
ward W. Wright. Known throughout the Bay
Area as a physician, mentor, active community
member, and devoted husband and father, Mr.
Wright has left an indelible mark on our com-
munity. With his passing on May 29, 2014, we
look to the outstanding quality of his life’s
work.

Born on June 2, 1922 in Fayette, Howard
County, Missouri, Dr. Edward Wright was the
fourth child born to William Marion Wright and
Lunie K. Cameron. When Dr. Wright was five
years old, he caught scarlet fever and was
hospitalized for a long period of time. At this
young age, Dr. Wright was inspired to become
a doctor. He later moved to El Paso, Texas to
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live with his aunt and uncle after losing both
of his parents in an unfortunate tragedy. In El
Paso, he graduated Douglas High School with
honors, and he then went on to attend Sam
Houston College in Austin, Texas. In 1943, Dr.
Wright graduated Magna Cum Laude as a

Pre-Medical student with a Bachelor of
Science Degree.
In 1945, Dr. Edward Wright attended

Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, where he partook in an accelerated
program in Internal Medicine. At the age of 25,
he graduated with honors and went on to
complete his residency at the Veterans Affairs
Hospital in Tuskegee, Alabama. He became
Chief Resident and served as a full-time staff
physician until 1955.

Dr. Edward Wright and his family relocated
to California in 1955, where Dr. Wright served
as a Medical Officer for the Armed Forces at
Ford Ord. After he completed his service, they
relocated to Oakland, where Dr. Wright began
a private practice in December 1958. Seven
years later, he established and built a medical
facility to serve families throughout Oakland.

In addition to his prolific career, Dr. Wright
was an active member in the community. He
volunteered at the East Oakland Boys Club,
providing physical exams, counseling and fi-
nancial assistance for camperships and uni-
forms. For the next 40 years, Dr. Wright
served as a physician, mentor and father-fig-
ure to more than 1,200 boys at the North and
East Oakland Boys Clubs. Dr. Wright was also
active with the Oakland Chapter of the Lions
Club, providing countless hours of Loyal Lions
Service.

In 1969, he joined the Board of Directors of
the Boys and Girls Club and then served as
President of the Board from 1980 to 1982. He
was presented with the Man and Boy Trophy
Award for his work with the Boys and Girls
Clubs in 1964. Later, he received the Boys
and Girls Clubs Service Award Medallion and
then was honored during a formal tribute in
2000 at the First Annual Volunteer Recogni-
tion Dinner.

On a personal note, | have known Dr.
Wright, or “Piggy” as my mother, Mildred
Massey, called him, since | was a child. He
and my mother attended school together and
were very close. We loved “Piggy” and will
miss him tremendously. He was one of my
earliest supporters when | first ran for public
office in 1989 and, for that, | am deeply grate-
ful.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors an outstanding indi-
vidual, Dr. Edward W. Wright. As an Oakland
resident, Dr. Wright's contributions have truly
impacted so many lives throughout the Bay
Area. | join all of Edward’s loved ones in cele-
brating his incredible life. He will be deeply
missed.

———

CONGRATULATING GREYHOUND ON
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 18, 2014

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Greyhound Lines on the 100th anni-
versary of its founding in 1914.

Greyhound is the nation’s largest bus trans-
portation system, serving communities nation-
wide with modem and environmentally friendly
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