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homes and businesses and confiscated large
amounts of private and commercial prop-
erty, as well as religious materials,” and
found that ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied
compensation for injury or criminal victim-
ization’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2012
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that ‘‘[the] government, since the Is-
lamic Revolution, formally denies Baha’i
students access to higher education,” and
“[pJublic and private universities continued
to deny admittance and expel Baha’i stu-
dents’’;

Whereas, on May 23, 2012, the United Na-
tions Secretary-General issued a report (A/
HRC/19/82), which stated that ‘‘the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief
. . . pointed out that the Islamic Republic of
Iran had a policy of systematic persecution
of persons belonging to the Baha’i faith, ex-
cluding them from the application of free-
dom of religion or belief by simply denying
that their faith had the status of a religion”’;

Whereas, on November 27, 2012, the Third
Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly adopted a draft resolution (A/C.3/
67/L..51), which noted, ‘‘[Ilncreased persecu-
tion and human rights violations against
persons belonging to unrecognized religious
minorities, particularly members of the
Baha’i [F]aith and their defenders, including
escalating attacks, an increase in the num-
ber of arrests and detentions, the restriction
of access to higher education on the basis of
religion, the sentencing of twelve Baha’is as-
sociated with Baha’i educational institutions
to lengthy prison terms, the continued de-
nial of access to employment in the public
sector, additional restrictions on participa-
tion in the private sector, and the de facto
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i
[Flaith.”’;

Whereas, on December 20, 2012, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/67/182), which called upon the
government of Iran ‘‘[t]o eliminate discrimi-
nation against, and exclusion of . .. mem-
bers of the Baha’i Faith, regarding access to
higher education, and to eliminate the crim-
inalization of efforts to provide higher edu-
cation to Baha’i youth denied access to Ira-
nian universities,” and ‘‘to accord all Ba-
ha’is, including those imprisoned because of
their beliefs, the due process of law and the
rights that they are constitutionally guaran-
teed”’;

Whereas, on February 28, 2013, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran issued a report (A/HRC/22/56), which
stated that ‘110 Bahai’s are currently de-
tained in Iran for exercising their faith,” and
found that Baha’is in the cities of Semnan,
Gorgon, and Hamadan have especially faced
increasing persecution over the last three
years, including raids, arrests, physical vio-
lence, arson, vandalism to their homes, busi-
ness, and grave sites, and government clos-
ings of Baha’i-owned businesses;

Whereas, on February 28, 2013, the United
Nations Secretary-General issued a report
(A/HRC/22/48), which stated, ‘‘An ongoing
anti-Baha’i media campaign resulted in in-
creasing attacks on its members and their
properties. This national campaign that con-
sists of [a]nti-Baha’i pamphlets, posters,
seminars and the broadcasting of anti-Baha’i
speeches on radio networks appears to be
tacitly condoned by the authorities. In addi-
tion, anti-Baha’i speeches [were] reportedly
delivered to different audiences including
schools, youth organizations and the general
public.”’;

Whereas, on October 4, 2013, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a report (A/68/503), which stated, ‘“The
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Special Rapporteur continues to observe
what appears to be an escalating patter of
systematic human rights violations tar-
geting members of the Baha’i community,
who face arbitrary detention, torture and ill-
treatment, national security charges for ac-
tive involvement in religious affairs, restric-
tions on religious practice, denial of higher
education, obstacles to State employment
and abuses within schools.”’;

Whereas, in March and May of 2008, intel-
ligence officials of the Government of Iran in
Mashhad and Tehran arrested and impris-
oned Mrs. Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr.
Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr.
Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs.
Mahvash Sabet, and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm, the
seven members of the ad hoc leadership
group for the Baha’i community in Iran,
known as the Yaran-i-Iran, or ‘‘friends of
Iran’’;

Whereas, in August 2010, the Revolutionary
Court in Tehran sentenced the seven Baha'i
leaders to 20-year prison terms, the longest
sentences given to any current prisoners of
conscience in Iran, on charges of ‘‘spying for
Israel, insulting religious sanctities, propa-
ganda against the regime and spreading cor-
ruption on earth’’;

Whereas the lawyer for these seven leaders,
Mrs. Shirin Ebadi, the Nobel Laureate, was
denied meaningful or timely access to the
prisoners and their files, and her colleagues
and successors as defense counsel were pro-
vided extremely limited access, and Ms.
Ebadi stated that there was no evidence to
sustain the charges against the seven;

Whereas, on May 13, 2013, four United Na-
tions human rights experts, the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Iran, Ahmed Shaheed, the head of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, El
Hadji Malick Sow, the Special Rapporteur on
freedom of religion or belief, Heiner
Bielefeldt, and the Independent Expert on
Minorities issues, Rita Izask, released a
statement ‘‘call[ing] on the Iranian authori-
ties for the immediate release of seven
Baha’i community leaders, known as the
Yaran, nearing the fifth anniversary of their
arrests, whose detentions were declared arbi-
trary by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention, on 20 November 2008"’;

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, Govern-
ment of Iran officials in four cities con-
ducted sweeping raids on the homes of doz-
ens of individuals associated with the Baha’i
Institute for Higher Education (BIHE) and
arrested and detained several educators asso-
ciated with BIHE;

Whereas, in October 2011, the Revolu-
tionary Court in Tehran sentenced seven of
these BIHE instructors and administrators,
Mr. Vahid Mahmoudi, Mr. Kamran
Mortezaie, Mr. Mahmoud Badavam, Ms.
Nooshin Khadem, Mr. Farhad Sedghi, Mr.
Riaz Sobhani, and Mr. Ramin Zibaie, to pris-
on terms for the crime of ‘‘membership of
the deviant sect of Baha’ism, with the goal
of taking action against the security of the
country, in order to further the aims of the
deviant sect and those of organizations out-
side the country,” with six of them remain-
ing imprisoned;

Whereas, since October 2011, six other
BIHE educators have been arrested and im-
prisoned, with Ms. Faran Hessami, Mr.
Kamran Rahimian, and Mr. Shahin Negari
serving 4-year prison terms, and Mr. Kayvan
Rahimian, Dr. Foad Moghaddam, and Mr.
Amanollah Mostaghim serving 5-year prison
terms;

Whereas the efforts of the Government of
Iran to collect information on individual Ba-
ha’is have recently intensified as evidenced
by a letter, dated November 5, 2011, from the
Director of the Department of Education in
the county of Shahriar in the province of

December 20, 2013

Tehran, instructing the directors of schools
in his jurisdiction to ‘‘subtly and in a con-
fidential manner’” collect information on
Baha’i students;

Whereas, since September 2013, the Govern-
ment of Iran has imprisoned four Baha’i
mothers, Taraneh Torabi, Zohreh Nikayin,
Neda Majidi, and Elham Rouzbehi, along
with their infant children, and Ms. Torabi,
Ms. Nikayin, and Ms. Rouzbehi remain im-
prisoned with their children;

Whereas, on August 24, 2013, Mr. Ataollah
Rezvani, an active member of the Baha’i
community of Bandar Abbas, Iran, was found
shot in his car on the outskirts of the city,
in what may be a religiously motivated mur-
der during a time of increased pressure on
Iran’s religious minorities and a surge in
anti-Baha’i rhetoric by various clerics;

Whereas, in September 2013, the Govern-
ment of Iran released a number of prisoners
of conscience, and none of the prisoners re-
leased were known to be Baha’is;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under the Covenants; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the
commission of serious human rights abuses
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran for
its state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i
minority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the seven imprisoned lead-
ers, the twelve imprisoned educators, and all
other prisoners held solely on account of
their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize all available authorities, in-
cluding the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010,
to impose sanctions on officials of the Gov-
ernment of Iran and other individuals di-
rectly responsible for serious human rights
abuses, including abuses against the Baha’i
community of Iran.

———
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration en bloc
of the following resolutions, submitted
earlier today: S. Res. 325, S. Res. 326,
and S. Res. 327.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the Senate will proceed to
the measures en bloc.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolutions be agreed to, the
preambles be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.
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The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF
THE SENATE AND AN ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate proceed to S. Con. Res.
30, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 30)
providing for a conditional adjournment or
recess of the Senate and an adjournment of
the House of Representatives.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent the consent the resolution be
agreed to, and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 30) was agreed to, as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 30

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from Fri-
day, December 20, 2013, through Tuesday, De-
cember 31, 2013, on a motion offered pursuant
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned
until 11:45 a.m. on Friday, January 3, 2014, or
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to
section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
House adjourns on any legislative day from
Monday, December 23, 2013, through Tues-
day, December 31, 2013, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand ad-
journed until 11 a.m. on Friday, January 3,
2014, or until the time of any reassembly pur-
suant to section 3 of this concurrent resolu-
tion, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after consultation with
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time he may designate
if, in his opinion, the public interest shall
warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by the Majority Leader or his designee, the
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion.

SEC. 3. (a) The Speaker or his designee,
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House, shall notify the Members of the
House to reassemble at such place and time
he may designate if, in his opinion, the pub-
lic interest shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by the Speaker or his designee, the House
shall again stand adjourned pursuant to the
first section of this concurrent resolution.
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 1859 and S. 1881

Mr. DURBIN. I understand there are
two bills at the desk due for a second
reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 1859) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring
provisions, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (8. 1881) to expand sanctions imposed
with respect to Iran and to impose additional
sanctions with respect to Iran, and for other
purposes.

Mr. DURBIN. I object to any further
proceedings with respect to these bills
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be placed
on the calendar.

——————

MEASURE READ FOR THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 2019

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2019) to eliminate taxpayer fi-
nancing of political party conventions and
reprogram savings to provide for a 10-year
pediatric research initiative through the
Common Fund administered by the National
Institutes of Health, and for other purposes.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
now ask for a second reading, and in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under rule XIV, I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

————

MEASURES INDEFINITELY POST-
PONED—H. Con. Res. 72 and H.R.
219

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
items be indefinitely postponed, H.
Con. Res. 72 and H. Res. 219.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that during the ad-
journment or recess of the Senate from
Friday, December 20 to Monday, Janu-
ary 6, the majority leader and Senators
WARNER and ROCKEFELLER be author-
ized to sign duly enrolled bills or joint
resolutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
THE MAJORITY LEADER

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as I
mentioned earlier today, I spoke with
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Majority Leader REID this morning. He
sounds hale and hearty and anxious to
get home and then back to work. We
look forward to that happening when
he returns to his desk early in the new
year in 2014.

———

CLOSING THE FIRST SESSION OF
THE 113TH CONGRESS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
there are many traditions around this
holiday season that I cherish, but I
must confess that the tradition of
spending Christmas Eve or New Year’s
Eve on the floor of the Senate is not
one of those traditions. Happily, this
year we won’t be repeating that prac-
tice from previous years. We are leav-
ing here shortly—some have already—
to spend the holidays at home with
family.

As we close this first session of the
113th Congress, I wish to personally
thank our majority leader Senator
HARRY REID—and let me add his wife
Landra—for their leadership and their
resolve that helps to make this Senate
work.

I also thank the minority leader Sen-
ator MITCH MCCONNELL. Although we
may disagree on many issues and have
our debates on the floor of the Senate,
I have a great respect for my col-
leagues and particularly their leader
Senator MCCONNELL. We all know we
can’t do this work alone. It takes a lot
of dedicated people to keep the Senate
functioning.

On behalf of Leader REID, I wish to
acknowledge and thank the Senate
Parliamentarians and clerical staff and
doorkeepers. I also thank the cloak-
room staffs, the members of our floor
staffs who put in even longer than
usual hours these past few weeks, and
all of the Senate staffers, Democratic
and Republican.

I thank the Capitol Police officers for
keeping us safe. We have to remember
they risk their lives every day for us
and all the people who work and visit
this great Capitol.

A special thanks to our Senate pages.
We ask a lot of them—long hours for a
lot of young people. We want them to
know that their work is greatly appre-
ciated. We wish them the best of luck.
They will be coming back in January
to finish their current assignment as
pages. I hope they have a great time at
home with their families. Perhaps
someday they will return here, maybe
as Senators themselves.

Part of the magic of this holiday sea-
son is that it enables many of us, even
just for a few moments, to consider a
new world, to look at it with a little
less cynicism. I hope all of my col-
leagues will have a few moments like
that in the coming holidays, and I hope
we are all going to come back and try
to preserve some small measure of
good will and make it part of our life’s
work in the next year of the Senate
session.

The budget agreement we passed this
week was a good beginning to a less
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