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But it is not just ethanol. Advanced
biofuels reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions even further. They are required
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
at least 50 percent. That is why groups
like the American Lung Association
have supported the development and
use of biofuels. And while many ad-
vanced biofuels are just beginning to
come online, others—like biodiesel—
are getting closer to really hitting
their stride.

An added benefit of growth of
biofuels in States like Illinois is the ef-
fect it has had on our rural economy.
The use of biofuels has helped create an
additional market for crops, but it also
has created an emerging industry in
rural communities. There are now 14
ethanol plants and 5 biodiesel plants
operating in Illinois. Steady biofuels
production in Illinois means new jobs
in communities that were having trou-
ble economically even before the reces-
sion. Those 14 ethanol plants have led
to 5,400 direct jobs in Illinois and pay-
roll exceeding $250 million.

EPA issued a draft rule last month
that would waive the statutory RFS
levels for 2014 below levels even re-
quired in 2012. By waiving the standard
as proposed, the rule not only threat-
ens the current biofuels industry, but
it will significantly slow or stop more
advanced biofuels coming to the mar-
ket. In effect, what EPA has proposed
would stop any new growth in the in-
dustry.

Today, most gasoline is blended with
10 percent ethanol, more commonly
referenced as E-10. Some think of this
level as a ‘‘blend wall’’ because to in-
crease the blend ratio, we need more
investment in infrastructure like gas
pumps that deliver it. But if we get
stuck at E-10, that effectively shuts
down for many biofuels. Corn-based
ethanol already is produced at levels to
completely saturate the market at E-
10, leaving little room for growth ad-
vanced cellulosic ethanol.

Part of the reason for creating the
RFS was to help create incentives to
push past barriers like the blend wall.
EPA has already approved a pathway
to doing just that in the form of E-15.
But instead of using RFS to help push
through infrastructure hurdles to
biofuel growth, EPA’s proposal would
enshrine this market barrier as the
true ceiling for much of our biofuels
growth.

And EPA’s proposed rule is already
reverberating through the market. In-
vestments in biofuels, particularly ad-
vanced biofuels, are already starting to
slow, based on the proposed rule. I
heard from a company in Illinois that
had recently announced new invest-
ments in their plant. They are now re-
thinking their expansion plans. That
means if EPA’s proposed waiver is
adopted, we may never realize the full
benefits of RFS that Congress in-
tended. We will freeze our progress on
reducing greenhouse gas emission. We
will limit a tool in securing our energy
independence. And we will stymie the
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growth of an industry that is playing
an important role in rural economies.

That is why I am working with like-
minded Senators on both sides of the
aisle to urge the EPA to reconsider
this rule before it is finalized. We have
come too far to take this giant step
backward. Biofuels are an important
part of our energy future and the right
path for our country.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL RICHARD D.
ROOT

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, our men
and women in uniform sacrifice much
to keep our Nation strong and free.
They are well-trained, extraordinarily
capable and are some of our country’s
best and brightest. One of them is a
man I want to help recognize today as
he retires from the U.S. Army.

COL Richard D. Root, from Hartford,
MI, has served our country in uniform
for a quarter of a century and I am de-
lighted to congratulate him on a long
and distinguished military career. In
2007, Colonel Root came to the Senate
as the Deputy for the Army’s Senate li-
aison office. He was then selected as
the Director of legislative affairs for
GEN John Allen, the commander,
International Security Assistance
Force, ISAF, during the critical period
in Afghanistan from 2011 to 2013. In this
capacity, Colonel Root escorted over 70
congressional delegations visiting Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. During these
congressional delegations, Colonel
Root masterfully balanced both the in-
terests of Senators with the priorities
of his commander to ensure that Mem-
bers of Congress received a clear and
accurate picture of the strategic mili-
tary and political situation in Afghani-
stan.

Prior to his service with congres-
sional liaison, Colonel Root performed
with great distinction in all of his as-
signments throughout his extraor-
dinary career, including command of
the 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery
Regiment ‘“Red Knights’ during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom from 2005 to 2006.
Additionally, he served as an executive
officer for the 4th Infantry Division Ar-
tillery and a variety of other tactical
and operational assignments from pla-
toon to brigade while deployed for the
invasion of Iraq in 2003 and for Oper-
ation Desert Storm/Desert Shield in
1991.

In his final assignment as the execu-
tive officer to the chief of army legisla-
tive liaison, Colonel Root worked tire-
lessly to expand relationships between
the Army and the 113th Congress.

Our military personnel do not shoul-
der the stress and sacrifice of military
service alone, and Colonel Root is no
exception. His wife, Diann, and his
daughter, Lexi, have stood proudly by
his side, sacrificing time with their
husband and father while he fulfilled
his military commitments. To them
also, we offer a truly heartfelt thanks.

As he retires, Colonel Root leaves be-
hind an impressive record of military
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service and his counsel, profes-
sionalism and expertise will surely be
missed by the Army and Congress
alike. We offer him our sincere thanks
for his service to our Nation and the
example he has set for those under his
command and colleagues with whom he
served. I know my colleagues join me
in wishing Colonel Root and his family
all the best as they begin this next ex-
citing chapter in their lives.
——

ITALIAN HALL TRAGEDY IN
CALUMET, MICHIGAN

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, a century
ago on December 24, 1913, hundreds of
miners and their families had gathered
for a Christmas Eve celebration in the
small Upper Peninsula town of Cal-
umet, MI. Their community was under
tremendous stress; the miners of what
is known to this day as ‘‘Copper Coun-
try”’ had been on strike for 5 months.
But they had come for a brief holiday
respite from the trials and struggles of
those difficult days.

What began as a joyful day ended in
tears and wails and inconsolable grief.
While no one will know for certain
what sparked the families’ rush to the
doors at the bottom of the stairs lead-
ing from the hall, most believe that
someone yelled ‘‘Fire!”” even though
there was none. What resulted in the
rush to the exit is almost unimagi-
nable: 59 children and 14 adults were
dead, having been trampled or suffo-
cated.

This dreadful disaster has forever
brought back painful memories on De-
cember 24, Christmas Eve, for the com-
munity of Calumet, MI. On the centen-
nial anniversary of this event, the an-
guish is still real. The sadness is only
overshadowed by the senselessness of
the event.

The families celebrating in the
Italian Hall were hard-working immi-
grants, struggling through the labor
strike to fight for better wages, hours
and working conditions. They came to
Copper country for the promise of
work, even though mining was difficult
and dangerous. This area was home to
the largest known deposits of pure ele-
mental copper in the world, drawing
hundreds of thousands of people from
around the world. It was here that the
lives of immigrants shaped our nation,
with their successes and their strug-
gles.

So many reminders of the copper
mining heyday remain in the quaint
town. From the historic architecture
to the Yooper accents; from the variety
of ethnic foods to the hard living work
ethic that exists today, the Copper
Country communities are reminded
every day of their heritage. The his-
toric buildings, landscapes and mu-
seum collections of the area are pro-
tected and preserved by the Keweenaw
National Historical Park, working col-
laboratively with local and State gov-
ernments, historic organizations and
private property owners. The park
brings to life the multi-faceted story of
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copper mining history including its so-
cial, ethnic, commercial and techno-
logical dimensions. However, no arti-
fact can compete with the feeling that
Christmas Eve presents to the Village
of Calumet every year when it is re-
minded of the Italian Hall tragedy.

On this centennial, we remember
those who perished, and celebrate their
lives and the heritage they have left
for us.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

CAPTAIN REID NISHIZUKA

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the memory of one Ha-
waii’s fallen sons, Air Force Capt. Reid
Nishizuka of Kailua.

I was deeply saddened to learn of
Captain Nishizuka’s death after an MC-
12 aircraft carrying him and three of
his fellow airmen crashed outside
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan on
April 27, 2013.

Captain Nishizuka heard the call to
military service early in his life. While
attending Kailua High School, he
served as the commander of his Junior
ROTC class before he joined the ROTC
at the University of Notre Dame.

Through his training as a reserve of-
ficer, Captain Nishizuka cultivated the
skills and experience that prepared
him to commission as a Second Lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Air Force.

With a passion for flying and a spirit
of service to a cause greater than him-
self, Captain Nishizuka embodied the
commitment and character that make
our military great.

His family and friends will remember
his gentle and unconditional love and
support.

I hope his family finds solace in
knowing that Captain Nishizuka’s serv-
ice exceeded all measures of honor,
courage, and devotion to his country.

America will not forget his sacrifice,
nor will we ever repay the great debt
we owe his family for allowing their
son to give his life in service to his Na-
tion.

I stand today before the Senate on
behalf of a grateful nation to recognize
and remember Capt. Reid K. Nishizuka.
I ask for a moment of silence in honor
of Captain Nishizuka’s memory as a
son, a brother, a friend, and an airman.

————

TRIBUTE TO MARILYN JONES

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Marilyn Jones, who
has served as a valued member of my
staff and the staff of my friend and
predecessor, Senator John Warner.

Though she was born in North Caro-
lina, Marilyn has a long history of
service to the people of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. She is a remarkably
compassionate woman who often
worked tirelessly with our most vul-
nerable populations—our senior citi-
zens and veterans. There are many ex-
traordinary stories about constituents
whose lives she has touched. One in
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particular stands out to me: Last year,
we were contacted by the wife of a vet-
eran whose husband was hospitalized at
a private hospital because of an emer-
gency. Unfortunately, he passed away
the next day and the Department of
Veterans Affairs refused to pay for his
care. Marilyn successfully worked with
the private hospital to make sure that
the veteran’s care in his final hours
would not become a financial burden to
his widow.

Marilyn joined Senator John Warner
in 1981 as a correspondence manage-
ment specialist and rose to the position
of caseworker. When Senator John
Warner retired, Marilyn joined my
staff to continue helping the people of
Virginia. Because of her diligent work,
she was promoted first to constituent
services representative and then con-
stituent services director. Marilyn has
also been a dedicated member of her
community in Richmond. She attended
Virginia Union University and is an ac-
tive member of her church, New Jeru-
salem International Christian Min-
istries, where she has been known to
knit items for fellow church members.
She has one beloved daughter, Shannan
Hester.

After over 30 years of working for the
people of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, Marilyn Jones is retiring.
Marilyn, thank you for dedicating your
career to public service and best of
luck in the future.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING JAMES VON DER
HEYDT

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I wish to
pay tribute to James von der Heydt. In
his over half a century of service,
James von der Heydt built a lasting
legacy with distinguished service in all
three branches of government. Coming
to Alaska in 1943 originally to work on
the construction of the ALCAN High-
way, James demonstrated the
versatility for which Alaskans are fa-
mous. By 1945, he was a deputy U.S.
Marshall in Nome. Seeking to give
more to his new home State, James
left Alaska in 1948 to attend law
school. When he returned, he served as
the U.S. Commissioner at Nome and
then as the United States attorney for
Alaska. He served in the Alaska Terri-
torial Legislature in the 1957 session
and then became one of the first supe-
rior court judges when Alaska became
State in 1959. In 1966, President John-
son appointed him to serve as a judge
in the U.S. District Court for Alaska
where he continued to shape the inter-
pretation of Federal laws in Alaska for
the next three decades. We will all miss
his love of Alaska, wisdom, and com-
passion.e
——
AEROJET ROCKETDYNE’S CAMDEN
PRODUCTION FACILITY

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today, 1
wish to recognize the dedicated em-
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ployees at Aerojet Rocketdyne’s pro-
duction facility in Camden, AR. The
employees, nearly 525 strong, recently
achieved the milestone shipment of
their 2,000th PAC-3 solid rocket motor
and 400,000th PAC-3 attitude control
motor to Lockheed Martin and the U.S.
Army.

Aerojet Rocketdyne is recognized
around the globe as an aerospace and
defense leader proudly serving the mis-
sile, space propulsion, and armaments
markets. Since 1998, the PAC-3 SRM
and ACM rocket motors manufactured
in Camden have been a noteworthy
component of Aerojet Rocketdyne’s in-
dustry-leading tactical propulsion
portfolio.

The PAC-3 missile is a high-velocity
interceptor, and it is the world’s most
advanced, capable, and powerful ter-
minal air defense missile when de-
ployed in a Patriot battery. It is capa-
ble of defeating the entire threat of
tactical ballistic missiles, cruise mis-
siles, and aircraft. The solid rocket mo-
tors produced in Camden are a vital
component to the PAC-3 rocket receiv-
ing 100 percent effective rate during
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

I am proud to recognize the dedicated
and hard-working employees of Aerojet
Rocketdyne for their outstanding
achievement. This milestone is a re-
flection of their continued dedication
to ensuring our men and women in uni-
form have the resources they need to
carry out their missions effectively and
efficiently. With this accomplishment
and their future endeavors, the em-
ployees of Aerojet Rocketdyne in Cam-
den, AR have earned our most sincere
appreciation for a job well done.®

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1845. A bill to provide for the extension
of certain unemployment benefits, and for
other purposes.

S. 1846. A bill to delay the implementation
of certain provisions of the Biggert-Waters
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012, and for
other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3946. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to U.S.
Coast Guard Antidificiency Act Violation
No. BHS-10-03; to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

EC-3947. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to U.S.
Coast Guard Antidificiency Act Violation
No. BHS-11-01; to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

EC-3948. A communication from the Coun-
sel, Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Truth
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