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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable WIL-
LIAM M. COWAN, a Senator from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Rev-
erend Ronald Derrick, National Chap-
lain for the American Legion of Rigby,
ID.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, thank You for this
day. Grant us Your presence. We stand
in a room representing power and au-
thority given by Your hand. Keep us
mindful that one day we shall stand in
a greater room and give an accounting
of the decisions made this day. There-
fore, I pray with words that have been
spoken down through the ages that
You, O Lord, will grant to these leaders
of our Nation health, peace, concord,
and stability that they may administer
the government without failure.

Direct their counsel according to
that which is good and well pleasing in
Your sight. May it be said of them that
they performed the duties of their of-
fice faithfully and impartially.

Bless each individual present here
today, for by blessing the individual,
You have blessed this Nation. To You
be the glory.

In Your most Holy Name I pray.
Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY.)

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable WILLIAM M. COWAN, a
Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. COWAN thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Following leader remarks,
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business with the majority control-
ling the first 30 minutes and the Re-
publicans the final 30 minutes.

Yesterday, the Finance Committee
reported the nomination of Jacob Lew
to be Treasury Secretary. We hope to
reach an agreement to move this nomi-
nation forward today.

In addition, I filed cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to the American Fam-
ily Economic Protection Act. If no fur-
ther consent is reached, that cloture
vote will be tomorrow morning.

I will now yield to my friend from
Idaho. Senator CRAPO.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Idaho.

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. CRAPO. Thank you,

REID.

Senator

I rise today to thank Chaplain Ron-
ald L. Derrick for joining us today to
offer the Senate’s opening prayer. I am
honored to have the privilege of wel-
coming this esteemed Idahoan to the
U.S. Senate to serve as our guest chap-
lain.

Chaplain Derrick, who is joining us
from Rigby, ID, has many years of
service to our community and our Na-
tion. He served our Nation in the U.S.
Army from 1966 to 1968. He retired from
his Bonneville County, ID, job after 23
years as a printer and mail clerk and
he is also a former county coroner,
Driggs Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, and volunteer EMT firefighter. In
1987, the American Legion recognized
Chaplain Derrick as Idaho’s firefighter
of the year.

Chaplain Derrick was ordained into
the ministry in 1979 through the Solid
Rock Pentecostal Church, and he con-
tinues to serve in various aspects of
ministry. Reflecting his long spiritual
contributions to the community, he
was given the high honor of serving as
National Chaplain of the American Le-
gion for the 2012-2013 term. Through
this position, he performs and oversees
services and provides prayers and guid-
ance for the Legion’s 2.4 million mem-
bers. As a 40-year member of the Amer-
ican Legion, he has a strong connec-
tion with his fellow veterans, service-
members, and the communities he
serves. In addition to serving as Na-
tional Chaplain, he has served at a
number of other leadership positions in
the American Legion. Truly, his devo-
tion to those in his community and his
Nation has touched the lives of many
in civic and spiritual ways.

Chaplain Derrick has been married
for 45 years to his wife Bird, who serves
as the Department of Idaho Auxiliary
Chaplain. They have three children:
Tim, Andrew, and Dana Sue, and nine
grandchildren.

Chaplain Derrick, thank you for your
dedication and service and the blessing
you are bringing to the Senate today.
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This Congress and our Nation have
considerable challenges ahead. These
challenges require fortitude and under-
standing. I join you in praying for our
country, and greatly value your prayer
today and your service.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

———
THE SEQUESTER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this week,
Speaker BOEHNER made some harsh ac-
cusations. I will not repeat them here
on the Senate floor. Suffice it to say he
thinks the Senate isn’t moving quickly
enough to avert the sequester—the
across-the-board-cuts that will cost
750,000 Americans their jobs unless
Congress acts and acts quickly.

The Speaker’s charge is really weak
sauce, considering that House Repub-
licans spent 2 months refining the art
of doing nothing. The allegation is
stranger still given the Speaker doesn’t
even have his own proposal to prevent
the deep cuts that will strike within 2
days. In fact, the House Republicans’
entire strategy for the Congress is to
sit on the sidelines.

And Republicans won’t work with
Democrats. The Republicans have
failed to make their own proposals and
refuse to compromise on a balanced
plan to avoid harsh austerity meas-
ures. Democrats, on the other hand,
have proposed a balanced solution to
this sequester—a proposal to reduce
the deficit by making smart spending
cuts, closing wasteful tax loopholes,
and asking multimillionaires to pay a
little bit more.

We will vote this week on our plan—
a plan supported by three-quarters of
Americans and almost 60 percent of Re-
publicans. But once again, Republicans
are too busy fighting amongst them-
selves to unite behind a course of ac-
tion. They are, instead, doing noth-
ing—rzero.

Benjamin Franklin once said:

The man who achieves makes many mis-
takes, but he never makes the biggest mis-
take of all—doing nothing.

Republicans appear poised to make
the biggest mistake of all. They are
prepared to let the sequester’s painful
arbitrary cuts take effect.

Across the country, meat inspectors,
air traffic controllers, FBI agents, and
Border Patrol agents will be furloughed
and 70,000 boys and girls will be kicked
out of Head Start.

These cuts will not be felt in the next
few days, but they will start quickly,
Lord knows. The notices that go out in
90 days will cut off all contractual pay-
ments to whoever gets a warning no-
tice. So within a matter of weeks, we
are going to feel these cuts and feel
them really painfully.

As I said, 70,000 boys and girls will be
kicked out of Head Start, thousands of
researchers working to cure diseases
such as cancer, Alzheimer’s, and other
dread diseases will be laid off, hundreds
of thousands of Defense Department
employees will take forced furloughs,
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creating hardship for their families and
threatening national security.

To make sure everyone understands,
this is not President Obama’s seques-
ter, because 174 House Republicans
voted for this and 28 Republican Sen-
ators voted for this. That is 60 percent
of Republican Senators and 75 percent
of the House Republicans Members who
voted for this. Congress has the power
to avoid these self-inflicted wounds,
but Democrats can’t do it alone. Re-
publicans must do their part. Com-
promise is never easy, but surely it is
better than doing nothing at all.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———

THE SEQUESTER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for
months now I have been coming to the
floor to urge my colleagues on the
other side to help us replace the Presi-
dent’s sequester proposal. Yet here we
are, just 2 days to go until the cuts hit,
and the Democrats who control Wash-
ington still haven’t put forward a seri-
ous bipartisan plan—not the President
and not his allies in Congress. They
prefer to keep it alive as a political
issue instead. Now, less than 48 hours
before the clock runs out, all we are of-
fered is a gimmicky tax hike that is
designed to fail.

Look, I hope they are not expecting a
round of applause for this particular
act of political bravery. Is it any won-
der the American people are so fed up
with Washington? The American people
didn’t send us here to play games, they
sent us here to solve problems. That
means getting spending under control
and putting the economy back on
track.

The American people are clearly
tired of the gimmicks. I can’t tell you
how many letters and e-mails and
phone calls I have received about this
sequester issue in particular, and the
messages my constituents keep sending
are simply this: Replacing spending
cuts that both parties already agreed
to, and to which the President already
signed into law, with tax hikes is sim-
ply unacceptable.

One Kentuckian from Springfield put
it this way:

Hold strong and do not give in to more
spending . . . Normal folks must adjust their
budgets . . . so must the government.

Another constituent said it was im-
portant to stand firm in the face of the
President’s endless campaigning.
“Make him keep his promise of a bal-
anced approach,” she wrote, and that
means one thing: ‘‘Cut spending.”

A woman from Bowling Green urged
me to ‘“‘hold firm against spending and
kicking the can down the road.”

She wants me to hold firm against
that—spending and Kkicking the can
down the road. She said:
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I have had to cut, cut, cut. The least our
government should do is seriously make
cuts.

And, of course, she is entirely right.
It is absurd to think the government
cannot get by with a little more than a
2-percent reduction in spending when
every working American had to figure
out how to make do with 2 percent less
in their paychecks just last month.

Some have raised concerns about a
proposal that would give agency heads
more discretion in prioritizing these
cuts. I understand those concerns, but
let’s be clear about the goal here. The
goal isn’t to hand over congressional
authority, it is to make sure these cuts
actually happen and that we don’t cut
a penny less than we promised the
American people we would cut a year
and a half ago.

Look, we know most Americans
think Washington’s spending problem
should be addressed by cutting spend-
ing. So when the President goes off on
a campaign for higher taxes instead of
working with Republicans to replace
the sequester with smarter cuts, and
when Senate Democrats put forward
tax hike gimmicks instead of negoti-
ating serious spending-cut solutions,
Americans feel as though they are not
being listened to.

And they have reason to be upset.
They sent a divided government here
to Washington, but they expect it to
work. The President may not like that
fact. He may wish things were dif-
ferent. But he wasn’t elected to work
with the Congress he wants, he was
elected to work with the Congress he
has, and that means working with both
parties to get things done. It means
leaving the gimmicks behind and work-
ing with us to hammer out a smarter
solution to his sequester.

Republicans have been calling for
Democrats to work with us on the se-
quester over and over. We are still
ready to work with them to get some-
thing responsible passed, but we can’t
do it alone. The President’s party runs
Washington. It is time they got off the
campaign trail and started working
with us to govern for a change.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half.

The Senator from Maryland.
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