February 26, 2013

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include difficulty in ob-
taining an accurate diagnosis, limited treat-
ment options, and difficulty finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in
their diseases;

Whereas great strides have been made in
research and treatment for rare diseases as a
result of the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law
97-414; 96 Stat. 2049) and amendments made
by that Act;

Whereas 2013 marks the 30th anniversary of
the Orphan Drug Act and therefore a time to
reflect upon the successes of that Act and
the challenges to be addressed in the future;

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health
have established special offices to advocate
for rare disease research and treatments;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders, an organization established
in 1983 to provide services to, and advocate
on behalf of, patients with rare diseases, was
a primary force behind the enactment of the
Orphan Drug Act and remains a critical pub-
lic voice for people with rare diseases;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders sponsors Rare Disease Day in
the United States to increase public aware-
ness of rare diseases;

Whereas Rare Disease Day has become a
global event occurring annually on the last
day of February and was observed in more
than 60 countries in 2012;

Whereas Rare Disease Day was observed in
the United States for the first time on Feb-
ruary 28, 2009; and

Whereas Rare Disease Day is anticipated
to be observed globally for years to come,
providing hope and information for rare dis-
ease patients around the world; Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 28, 2013, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of improving
awareness and encouraging accurate and
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for,
rare diseases and disorders.

————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on February
26, 2013, at 11:50 a.m. in room S-219 of
the Capitol.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 26, 2013, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
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Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on February
26, 2013.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 26, 2013.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 26, 2013, at 10 a.m., in
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“The Budget and Economic Outlook:
Fiscal Years 2013 to 2023.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate, to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘State
Leadership and Innovation in Dis-
ability Employment” on February 26,
2013, at 2:30 p.m., in room G50 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 26, 2013, at 3:45 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 26, 2013, in room SD-
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, at 3 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 26, 2013.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 26, 2013. The Com-
mittee will meet in room 345 of the
Cannon House Office Building at 2 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 26, 2013, at 2:30
p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish
to announce that the Committee on
Rules and Administration will meet on
Wednesday, February 27, 2013, at 10:00
a.m., to conduct a markup of the Omni-
bus Budget for Senate Committees.

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Lynden
Armstrong at the Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee at 202-224-6352.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DEATH OF HARRIET ROSS TUB-
MAN

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to S. Res. 56.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 56) recognizing the
significance of the 100th anniversary of the
death of Harriet Ross Tubman.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I am going to ask unani-
mous consent that we pass this. First,
I read a year and a half or 2 years ago
two books about this woman, Harriet
Tubman. Stunning. With all the movies
being made about courageous, strong
Americans, someone should make a
movie about this woman. I mean it is
just amazing what she was able to do.
One little woman did so much to
change what went on in America back
at that time.

I ask unanimous consent the resolu-
tion be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 56) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———————

RARE DISEASE DAY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the Senate proceed to S. Res. 57.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 57) designating Feb-
ruary 28, 2013, as ‘‘Rare Disease Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
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to, the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, and
there be no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 57) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

MODIFICATION TO SEQUESTER
ORDER

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order with respect to seques-
ter legislation be modified to permit
the Republican leader to introduce a
bill on Wednesday, February 27, which
consists of the language which is at the
desk and that all the provisions under
the previous order remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Finance, pursuant to section
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8002 of title 26, U.S. Code, the designa-
tion of the following Senators as mem-
bers of the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation: the Senator from Montana, Mr.
BAuUcUS, the Senator from West Vir-
ginia, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, the Senator
from Oregon, Mr. WYDEN, the Senator
from Utah, Mr. HATCH, the Senator
from Iowa, Mr. GRASSLEY.

——————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 27, 2013

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. tomorrow morning,
Wednesday, February 27, 2013; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, and the time for the two leaders
be reserved for their use later in the
day; and that following any leader re-
marks, the Senate proceed to a period
of morning business for 1 hour, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each, with the
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half.

February 26, 2013

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Madam President, the Fi-
nance Committee reported the nomina-
tion of Jack Lew to be Treasury Sec-
retary. We hope to reach an agreement
to consider his nomination tomorrow.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there
is no further business to come before
this body, I ask unanimous consent
that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:43 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 27, 2013, at 10 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate February 26, 2013:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

CHARLES TIMOTHY HAGEL, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE.
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