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on a long-term budget agreement that
is fair to the middle class, that gets
our debt and deficit under control, and
reflects the values and priorities of the
American people.

The American people want a bal-
anced deal. They want us to manage
our finances. They want us to put to-
gether a budget and move forward. We
want to do that. We want to get out of
this ‘‘crisis by crisis.”” The program we
are offering to replace the sequester for
this year will allow us to get back to
that process and begin to manage our
country in a better way.

So I hope our Republican colleagues
join us in this and help us move to a
place where we can assure the Amer-
ican public that we do care about their
future and their finances and the frag-
ile economy we are now facing.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

——
TRIBUTE TO RAMONA LESSEN

Mr. CORKER. Madam President, I
came to the U.S. Senate in 2006, and I
was the only new Republican elected to
the Senate that year. Many people con-
sidered that a great accomplishment.
But my greatest accomplishment of
2006 was convincing Ramona Lessen—
who is sitting with us today—to put off
retirement for a few more years and
stay on as my scheduler and executive
assistant. And after 6 years in Wash-
ington, I know without a doubt that
the biggest success of my first term is
that Ramona did not fire me—until
now.

Ramona is retiring this week after 34
years. I am told that she violated child
labor laws by starting work when she
was b years old.

Ramona came to the Senate in 1979
to work for Senator Larry Pressler
from her native South Dakota. She
worked for Senator Pressler for 16
years, plus 2 more when he was in the
House.

When Ramona began working in the
Senate in 1979, Jimmy Carter was
President, Robert Byrd was the major-
ity leader, and Howard Baker was the
Republican leader. And probably most
relevant to Ramona, ESPN started
broadcasting, Post-It notes were in-
vented, and one of the most popular
songs was Gloria Gaynor’s ‘I Will Sur-
vive.”” She has not only survived but
thrived in the U.S. Senate for more
than three decades.

In 1994, she took another new Ten-
nessee Senator named Bill Frist under
her wing. She worked for Senator Frist
for 12 years. And then, in 2006, I con-
vinced her to work in our office for just
1 year. That year has turned into 6.

In that time, Ramona has learned a
lot about me, but I have learned a
whole lot about her. I have learned
that Ramona loves music. In fact, her
first job was as a high school band di-
rector. She is a great piano player. She
has played the piano in my home and
at staff gatherings. She plays for her
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church. Ramona loves country music,
and I think that is a big reason she has
adopted Tennessee as her second home
State.

I have learned that it is not too hard
to know where you stand with Ramona.
Occasionally, I will make a request or
a suggestion, and Ramona responds
with a certain expression—it is a polite
term for a look of disapproval. I know
exactly where I stand and sometimes—
candidly, often—I recalibrate my posi-
tion or request.

I have learned that Ramona is a huge
sports fan. If the Masters or the U.S.
Open is on, I am not going to interrupt
her. She also loves football, and that is
appropriate because I have also learned
that she is a master of the audible.

In 2008, I was heavily involved in an
effort to bring Volkswagen’s U.S. pro-
duction facility to Chattanooga. Just
before one of the final meetings in Ten-
nessee, a plane full of decisionmakers
was stuck on the tarmac in Germany
without clearance to land in the United
States—some kind of paperwork issue.
Anybody who has been involved in a
major recruitment effort knows that in
something like this, even a small
glitch can be a major setback. The
Volkswagen folks called me. I talked
with Ramona. I am not entirely sure
what she did, but I know it was all to-
tally legal and aboveboard. At one
point, she was sitting there jockeying
several phone calls on the switchboard
and literally talking the plane off the
runway in Germany. What I do know
for sure is that the Volkswagen execu-
tives landed in the United States high-
ly impressed with Ramona Lessen. And
shortly thereafter they chose Chat-
tanooga for their U.S. production facil-
ity.

That was a home run, no doubt. But
I think Ramona’s greatest contribution
is her ability to make a staff a family
and an office a home. Ramona makes
sure we are celebrating each other—ba-
bies being born, people getting mar-
ried, and life in general. At Christmas-
time, she makes sure the office is deco-
rated and filled with Christmas music.
Her favorite moments in the office are
when someone brings in a baby or a
child. That child learns quickly, as we
all do, that Ramona keeps a basket of
candy on her desk. And there is a good
chance that child’s picture is on Ramo-
na’s cherished bulletin board. Her loud,
infectious laugh is a staple at staff
gatherings. It will be sorely missed.

There is a memorable scene in the
movie ‘“The Queen’ where Queen Eliza-
beth tells Prime Minister Tony Blair:
“You are my tenth Prime Minister, Mr.
Blair.”” I am proud to have been Ra-
mona Lessen’s third Senator. Senators
come and go, but for 34 years Ramona
Lessen has been a constant in the Sen-
ate. The Senate is better for it. Our
country and Tennessee are better for
it. I know Senator Pressler and Sen-
ator Frist are better for it. Our staffs
are better for it. And I am better for it.

Ramona, I thank you for taking pity
on a new Senator and for showing me
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the ropes over the past 6 years. I thank
you for your friendship. I wish you and
Joe the very best in the years to come.
I know when the time comes, Ten-
nessee, your second home State, will
welcome you to retirement with open
arms.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. BROWN. Throughout this month,
students across my State, across Ohio,
are reciting speeches by Sojourner
Truth, Frederick Douglass, and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., to commemo-
rate Black History Month.

Dr. Carter Woodson started what was
originally called Negro History Week
in February between the birthdays of
President Abraham Lincoln and Fred-
erick Douglass. Dr. Woodson initiated
the weeklong tribute to incorporate
the legacies, images, and historical
contributions of African Americans
into the greater American story.

Today, people throughout the United
States celebrate African-American His-
tory Month to ensure all American sto-
ries are recognized. Ohio has been the
scene for which many of these chapters
were written.

In Mount Pleasant, OH, the first
antislavery gazette newspaper in the
United States, the Philanthropist, was
published in 1817. The Ohio Anti-Slav-
ery Society was founded in Zanesville
in 1835. My home State has played a
rich role in American history, as have
so many Ohioans.

Every new U.S. passport includes the
words of a formerly enslaved Oberlin
College graduate Dr. Anna Julia Coo-
per. If you have a passport, you will see
her words:

The cause of freedom is not the cause of a
race or a sect, a party or a class—it is the
cause of humankind, the very birthright of
humanity.

In Yellow Springs, OH, a young
music student at Antioch College,
Coretta Scott, would later work along-
side her husband, Dr. Martin Luther
King, for social and economic justice in
our country.

Former Wilberforce University stu-
dent Bayard Rustin was the lead strat-
egist of the 1963 March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom.

The only living American with a
Nobel Prize in Literature, Toni Morri-
son, was born and raised in Lorain, OH.

Akronite Rita Dove served as the
Poet Laureate of the United States.

Today, in classrooms and commu-
nities across the State—and across the
Nation—the next generation of Ohioans
is starting to make its mark on Amer-
ican history.
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ELIMINATING OLYMPIC
WRESTLING

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise
in support of a great sport with a great
tradition in our Nation, especially in
Ohio. Unfortunately, the sport of wres-
tling may be put on the sidelines at the
Olympic games.

Citing ‘“‘an effort to ensure the Olym-
pic games remain relevant to sports
fans of all generations,” the Inter-
national Olympic Committee—the or-
ganization that controls the Olym-
pics—voted to eliminate wrestling
from the summer games after the 2016
Olympics. They want to end wrestling,
one of the original Olympic games,
while keeping other games that, frank-
ly, lack the central role wrestling has
played in its accessibility to all ath-
letes wherever they live.

Many of these are young people who
lack access. Many of them want and do
compete in wrestling at the high school
level, the intercollegiate level or per-
haps at the Olympic level but lack ac-
cess to fancy equipment or specialized
training. They simply want to compete
at a sport perhaps almost as old as hu-
manity.

Wrestling has opened doors for work-
ing and middle-class youngsters from
Ohio and around the country. That is
why I recently introduced a Senate res-
olution opposing the elimination of
wrestling from the Olympics beginning
in 2020. On behalf of thousands of high
school students and two 2012 Olym-
pians with Ohio connections, I am ask-
ing the Olympics committee to recon-
sider putting a stranglehold on one of
the original Olympic sports.

Wrestling has been a sport far longer
than the International Olympic Com-
mittee has been in existence. In addi-
tion to the ancient Egyptians and
Greeks and Romans, our Nation has a
long history with wrestling. President
Lincoln was a wrestler, and two Ohio-
born Presidents, Ulysses S. Grant and
William Howard Taft, were wrestlers.
One of our former colleagues—beloved
in many ways—my friend Paul
Wellstone of Minnesota was inducted
into the National Wrestling Hall of
Fame in 2000.

At the time of his induction, he said:

Wrestling has always been a big thing for
me. I've had a love affair with the sport for
most of my life. It helped me as a kid. I got
in some trouble, then I found a sport I was
good at, and that transferred to better things
in other areas.

The same is true for some 11,000 high
school wrestlers and students at 4 uni-
versities with 17 NCAA wrestling pro-
grams in my home State. From youth
wrestling camps to high school meets
such as the renowned J.C. Gorman In-
vitational in my hometown of Mans-
field, to the NCAA tournaments, stu-
dents from Ohio learn the strength, the
discipline, and focus that allow
grapplers to exceed both on the mat
and beyond.

Wrestling is accessible for working-
class athletes, unlike some of the
sports protected in the IOC’s decision.
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Wrestling has a proud tradition in my
State, in the United States, and has a
proud tradition around the world. The
IOC should not ratify this preliminary
decision by its executive board. It
should continue its efforts to remain
relevant for all athletes and commu-
nities around the world.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

S. 388—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
Calendar No. 18, S. 388.
The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 18, S.
388, a bill to appropriately limit sequestra-
tion, to eliminate tax loopholes, and for
other purposes.
CLOTURE MOTION
Mr. REID. Madam President, I have a
cloture motion which is at the desk.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 18, S. 388, a bill to
appropriately limit sequestration, to elimi-
nate tax loopholes, and for other purposes.
Harry Reid, Barbara A. Mikulski, Patty
Murray, Sheldon Whitehouse, Mark
Begich, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Jack
Reed, Sherrod Brown, Patrick J.
Leahy, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Richard J.
Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, Richard
Blumenthal, Benjamin L. Cardin,
Charles E. Schumer, Barbara Boxer,
Debbie Stabenow.
Mr. REID. I ask that the quorum call
under rule XXII be waived.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning business
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, pursu-
ant to the requirements of paragraph 2
of Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent to
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have printed in the RECORD the rules of
the Committee on Armed Services.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

1. REGULAR MEETING DAY—The Committee
shall meet at least once a month when Con-
gress is in session. The regular meeting days
of the Committee shall be Tuesday and
Thursday, unless the Chairman, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, directs otherwise.

2. ADDITIONAL MEETINGS—The Chairman,
after consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may call such additional meet-
ings as he deems necessary.

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS—Special meetings of
the Committee may be called by a majority
of the members of the Committee in accord-
ance with paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

4. OPEN MEETINGS—Each meeting of the
Committee, or any subcommittee thereof,
including meetings to conduct hearings,
shall be open to the public, except that a
meeting or series of meetings by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee thereof on the
same subject for a period of no more than
fourteen (14) calendar days may be closed to
the public on a motion made and seconded to
g0 into closed session to discuss only wheth-
er the matters enumerated below in clauses
(a) through (f) would require the meeting to
be closed, followed immediately by a record
vote in open session by a majority of the
members of the Committee or subcommittee
when it is determined that the matters to be
discussed or the testimony to be taken at
such meeting or meetings—

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States;

(b) will relate solely to matters of Com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure;

(c) will tend to charge an individual with a
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure
the professional standing of an individual, or
otherwise to expose an individual to public
contempt or obloquy or will represent a
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy
of an individual;

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement;

(e) will disclose information relating to the
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given
person if—

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by
the Government on a confidential basis,
other than through an application by such
person for a specific Government financial or
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the
competitive position of such person; or

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept
confidential under other provisions of law or
Government regulations.

5. PRESIDING OFFICER—The Chairman shall
preside at all meetings and hearings of the
Committee except that in his absence the
Ranking Majority Member present at the
meeting or hearing shall preside unless by
majority vote the Committee provides other-
wise.

6. QUORUM—(a) A majority of the members
of the Committee are required to be actually
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