November 21, 2013

recognizing the unique healthcare
needs and opportunities that exist in
rural communities and work together
to solve the issues these communities
face.

———
TRIBUTE TO CHAD PREGRACKE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the outstanding work of
a great Illinoisan, Chad Pregracke, who
has just been named a 2013 CNN Hero.

A native of East Moline, IL, Chad
grew up knowing how important the
Mississippi River was to his commu-
nity. He spent a lot of time on the river
with his parents, KeeKee and Gary, and
his older brother Brent. Chad saw how
badly the river was being polluted and
knew something had to be done. When
no one else stepped up, he decided he
would.

In 1997, he received a small grant and
spent that summer cleaning up part of
the river on his own, sorting through
the trash on his parents’ front lawn.

In 1998, when he was just 23 years old,
Chad founded his own non-profit—Liv-
ing Lands & Waters. The venture has
now grown to a full staff and fleet of
barges. Living Lands & Waters relies
on teams of volunteers throughout the
Nation, with a heavy focus on the Mis-
sissippi, Illinois and Ohio River re-
gions.

Living Lands & Waters organizes
about 70 cleanups a year in 50 different
communities. Chad estimates that his
group has worked with about 70,000 vol-
unteers to remove more than 7 million
pounds of trash from the Nation’s wa-
terways. Among the trash they have
pulled from river are more than 67,000
tires, 218 washing machines and four
pianos.

Not all of their finds are the size of
pianos. Chad boasts an extensive col-
lection of messages in bottles he has
found over the years. To date, Chad has
retrieved 64 of these bottles, often hun-
dreds of miles from their place of ori-
gin. They include everything from love
letters and lottery tickets to treasure
maps and simple notes of good wishes.

Chad’s hard work has earned him sig-
nificant recognition and praise, most
recently being honored by CNN as one
of its 2013 Heroes. I am pleased to add
my thanks to Chad Pregracke for
working to improve our communities
by saving our rivers.

——
COMMON SENSE GUN SALES
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, as the

holiday season draws close, millions of
Americans are shopping online for
clothes, toys, and other holiday gifts.
But alarmingly, at the same time, con-
victed felons, domestic abusers, terror-
ists, and other dangerous people are
able to go online and just as easily
shop for something else: guns.

Studies have shown that thousands of
firearms are bought and sold online
every year. Many of these sales exploit
loopholes in the background check
laws designed to keep our communities
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safe. Under current law, an individual
buying a gun at a brick-and-mortar,
Federally licensed firearm dealer must
pass a simple and quick background
check to make sure that, among other
things, they haven’t been convicted of
a felony, or aren’t a domestic abuser,
or haven’t been adjudicated to be dan-
gerously mentally ill. Department of
Justice statistics have shown that
Brady background checks have blocked
more than two million instances in
which a dangerous individual at-
tempted to obtain a deadly weapon.
But a significant loophole in this law is
now well known: felons and other pro-
hibited persons can simply go to a ‘‘pri-
vate seller,” as opposed to a licensed
dealer, and buy a gun without a back-
ground check.

It has been estimated that as of Sep-
tember 2013, about 67,000 firearms were
listed for sale online from private sell-
ers. Many of the people buying guns
from these sellers have no intention of
committing any sort of crime and
would easily pass a background check.
But as a disturbing new report recently
released by Mayors Against Illegal
Guns makes clear, all too often, the
Internet serves as a black market
where dangerous individuals can get
their hands on weapons. According to
this report, 1 in 30 would-be firearm
purchasers on www.armslist.com has a
criminal record that legally prohibits
them from purchasing or owning a gun.

This means, according to the report,
that more than 25,000 guns of almost
any kind may be transferred to prohib-
ited persons through
www.armslist.com in any given year.
At any time, a convicted felon can log
on and purchase a military-style weap-
on from a ‘‘private seller.” For exam-
ple, one ‘“‘private party’ listing on the
website touts a military-style semi-
automatic rifle as the ‘“World War III
special,”” and boasts that the weapon
can ‘‘provide rapid defensive fire when
needed.” Such a weapon has no sport-
ing purpose. It is designed to kill as
many people as possible, as quickly as
possible. Should it really be available
for anyone to purchase, at any time,
without a background check?

This leads to dangerous and some-
times tragic outcomes. For example,
the report cites a man from North
Carolina who, earlier this year, posted
an ad on the Web site seeking to pur-
chase a military-style assault rifle spe-
cifically from a private seller. The in-
vestigation found that this prospective
buyer had previously been convicted of
several felonies, including robbery with
a dangerous weapon, and would have
failed a background check. In another
case, Zina Daniel of Wisconsin ob-
tained a restraining order against her
husband which legally prohibited him
from purchasing a firearm. Days later,
the husband bought a semiautomatic
handgun from a dealer through
armslist.com, and went to find Ms.
Daniel at her workplace. There, he
used the weapon to murder her and two
others, injure four more, and kill him-
self.
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Had these individuals been con-
fronted with a simple background
check at a brick-and-mortar gun shop,
they may have been turned away. Why
should a purchase from the online mar-
ketplace be any different? Study after
study, conducted by organizations
across the political spectrum, have
shown that around 90 percent of the
American public supports the enact-
ment of background checks on all gun
sales. The vast majority of our con-
stituents agree that wherever someone
is buying a gun—at the shop around
the corner, from the Internet, from a
gun show, or even from the back of a
van in a dark alley—they should be
able to prove that they can pass a sim-
ple and quick background check.

We must not wait until the next un-
stable individual buys a deadly weapon
online and turns it on our commu-
nities. We should act to protect our
families, our neighbors, and our loved
ones. I urge my colleagues to take up
and pass background check legislation
to shut down the online black market
for illegal firearm purchases. It’s just
common sense.

————
TRIBUTE TO MAGGIE McCINTOSH

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
to honor Maggie McIntosh on the occa-
sion of her retirement as director of
Federal Relations at Johns Hopkins
University.

Maggie has a long career in public
service. She has served in the Maryland
House of Delegates since 1992, when she
was first elected to represent the 42nd
District. Since 2002, Maggie has rep-
resented the people of northern Balti-
more City as the Delegate for the 43rd
District of Maryland.

She is also an active member of the
Maryland Democratic Party. She pre-
viously served for 8 years as a member
of the Democratic Central Committee
from Baltimore City.

Maggie is a woman of many firsts.
She was the first female majority lead-
er in the Maryland House of Delegates.
She was also the first woman to serve
as chair of the Environmental Matters
Committee.

Maggie is also a fighter. One of her
many passions is education. She was a
Baltimore City public school teacher,
and an adjunct professor at Catonsville
Community College and the University
of Baltimore.

Maggie is also passionate about envi-
ronmental issues, Maryland economic
development, equal rights, and the ef-
fort to elect more women in Maryland.
She has an extraordinary record as a
legislature, and she is only now getting
started.

Additionally, Maggie is a trusted
friend. I have known her for many
years. Maggie previously served as my
State director and campaign man-
ager—I call her ‘“‘Boss Maggie.”

Today, I wish to recognize her for her
years of service to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. Maggie joined Johns Hopkins
in 1992, and is currently the director of
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Federal Relations. She is retiring from
her position after 20 years at Johns
Hopkins.

I wish her the best as she continues
to serve the people of Maryland and
fights the good fight for the issues she
believes in.

——
TRIBUTE TO DENISE NOOE
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President,

today, I wish to honor my long-time
staff member, Denise Nooe, on the oc-
casion of her retirement.

Denise has been a part of my team
for 30 years. She began working for me
in 1983 as a constituent services rep-
resentative when I was representing
Maryland’s Third District in the U.S.
House of Representatives, and she was
a key part of my team when I
transitioned from the House to the
Senate. Denise has been the out-
standing director of my Annapolis of-
fice since 1987.

Denise and I have similar back-
grounds. We both believe in the power
of community organizing to make a
difference. We believe the best ideas
come from the people. We both have
master’s degrees in social work, and
believe in the importance of helping in-
dividuals and serving our communities.
We believe that the people have a right
to know, to be heard and to be rep-
resented.

Throughout her career, Denise has
strived to make a difference in people’s
lives. She has utilized her social work
skills every day in understanding how
she can best serve the people of Mary-
land, and help them to the best of her
ability. As a caseworker, she has
helped thousands of veterans and mili-
tary personnel negotiate the labyrinth
of the Federal bureaucracy. She has
brought solace to families when their
loved one has died in the line of duty.
She has made sure that the brave sol-
dier who died for his Nation could be
buried at Arlington. She was vigilant
in getting the widow and children the
benefits that the servicemember
earned for them.

Our wounded warriors could always
come to her with a problem and be con-
fident that it would be managed for
them. She has represented me on hun-
dreds of occasions on Veterans Day and
Memorial Day and any day that vet-
erans and our brave military needed
me. She has also been the link to my
Veterans Advisory Board and the Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Veterans.

Denise also represents me through-
out Maryland, most especially in Anne
Arundel County. She was instrumental
in the creation of the BWI partnership
and the Fort Meade Alliance. State and
local officials in Anne Arundel County
know she is my catcher’s mitt. Actu-
ally they think she is the Senator, be-
cause we are both short in height. But
Denise is also tall in stature among her
colleagues, for certainly she has no
peer.

Denise has recently been in a key ad-
vocacy role assisting me in my efforts
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to reduce the horrific backlog of Vet-
eran’s disability claims in Baltimore.
She has been my boots on the ground
in Baltimore and played an important
role in rallying and assisting the Vet-
erans Service Organizations during this
difficult time.

Throughout these wonderful 30 years,
Denise has been an invaluable member
of my staff. Not only has she helped me
immensely in my work as a U.S. Sen-
ator, but she has also stood sentry with
me and served the people of Maryland
with distinction for three decades.
Today I want to recognize her for all of
the important work she has done, tell
the world that I hold her in the highest
regard and wish her the very best on
her retirement.

———————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHN F.
KENNEDY’S ASSASSINATION

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, 50
years after the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, America still mourns his
loss. For those of us who were inspired
by his Presidency, it is easy to under-
stand why. In a time of indifference, he
reawakened this Nation to the finest
meaning of citizenship—placing public
service ahead of private interest.

That is why a half a century later, he
remains a powerful symbol of a time of
soaring idealism in America, when our
people believed our country could do
anything—even go to the moon.

John Kennedy also inspires Ameri-
cans who know him only from history
books or from the stories their parents
and grandparents tell of that all-too-
brief shining moment that was his
Presidency.

John Kennedy was in the White
House for only 1,000 days, not even 3
years. But his achievements exceeded
his years. It’s easy to dismiss his Presi-
dency as one of rhetoric more than re-
sults. But to do so ignores the New
Frontier he pioneered—a new era of
economic growth, space exploration,
civil rights advancements, conserva-
tion of natural resources, nuclear dis-
armament and generations of Ameri-
cans who have made public service a
way of life.

John Kennedy’s immortal words, es-
pecially those of his Inaugural Address,
still call us to action—to think beyond
our own self-interests, and to do what
is best for our country and the people
of the world.

Like millions of Americans, I vividly
recall the exact moment on that cold
day of November 22, 1963, when I heard
the shocking news from Dallas that the
President had been shot. I was a junior
at Farmington High School. By the
time we were told of the tragedy, it
was just after lunch and my classmates
and I walked into English class. Mr.
Simon Matthews, our English teacher
who also was one of our football coach-
es, broke the unspeakable news.

Mr. Matthews announced austerely,
“The President has been shot.” We
thought he was joking and teased him
to quit kidding us. He said again, ‘‘The
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President has just been assassinated,”
and we were sent home from school
early.

When I arrived home, I was stunned
to walk in to my living room and find
it filled by my entire family. I had
never seen my grandfather or father or
my uncles leave work early. It was a
somber time for every member of my
family as we tried to come to grips
with the terrible news. It was just so
hard to believe our President could be
taken from us. But he was.

Three days later, it was decided that
our family would go to Washington to
pay our respects to the President. As
an eager 16 year old who had just got-
ten my license a few months before, I
volunteered to drive us in Papa’s ’58
Cadillac. Six of us piled into the car
and made the trip to our Nation’s cap-
ital.

I will never forget, as the caisson
bearing the President’s casket was led
down Pennsylvania Avenue on its way
to Arlington Cemetery, my cousins and
I climbed into the trees for a better
view of the procession. We saw the
President’s stricken family and friends,
the somber Washington dignitaries and
world leaders, and Black Jack, the rid-
erless horse with boots turned back-
wards in the stirrups, a heartbreaking
symbol of the loss of a great leader. As
I watched the procession move slowly
to the sad cadence of military drums, I
thought of the time I had been fortu-
nate enough to meet members of the
Kennedy family.

I was working on my go-cart down-
stairs in the garage when they visited
my family in Farmington as then-Sen-
ator Kennedy was preparing for the
West Virginia presidential primary. My
hands were dirty and greasy, but my
mother insisted that I wipe them clean
and come upstairs to meet a few peo-
ple. As I climbed the steps, I smelled
my grandmother, Mama Kay’s, spa-
ghetti. Everyone had gathered at the
table for dinner and an exciting discus-
sion about the political race ramping
up in West Virginia. That was the day
I shook hands with the Kennedys.

John Kennedy and his family spent
so much time campaigning in West Vir-
ginia that he once quipped that ‘“West
Virginia” was the third word his
daughter Caroline learned to pro-
nounce. He once boasted that he was
the only Presidential candidate in his-
tory, other than West Virginian John
Davis in 1924, ‘“‘who knows where Slab
Fork is and has been there.”

John Kennedy came to West Virginia
to show that a Catholic could win in a
predominantly Protestant State.
Americans worried that a Catholic
President would be controlled by the
Pope and that Catholic Mass would be
held in the White House every day. Let
me just note here that John Kennedy
carried the West Virginia primary in a
landslide—with 60.8 percent. He won
our votes and our heart. He went on to
become, as he put it, ‘‘not the Catholic
candidate for President,”” but ‘‘the
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