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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 381 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING), the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. BEGICH), the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. REID) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 381, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal to the 
World War II members of the ‘‘Doo-
little Tokyo Raiders’’, for outstanding 
heroism, valor, skill, and service to the 
United States in conducting the bomb-
ings of Tokyo. 

S. 583 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
583, a bill to implement equal protec-
tion under the 14th article of amend-
ment to the Constitution for the right 
to life of each born and preborn human 
person. 

S. 641 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 641, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to increase 
the number of permanent faculty in 
palliative care at accredited allopathic 
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools, and other programs, to 
promote education in palliative care 
and hospice, and to support the devel-
opment of faculty careers in academic 
palliative medicine. 

S. 644 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
644, a bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prevent the 
abuse of dextromethorphan, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1032 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1032, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to make certain 
improvements in the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice related to sex-related 
offenses committed by members of the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

S. 1150 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1150, a bill to posthumously award 
a congressional gold medal to Con-
stance Baker Motley. 

S. 1158 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1158, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of 
the establishment of the National Park 
Service, and for other purposes. 

S. 1187 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 

NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1187, a bill to prevent homeowners from 
being forced to pay taxes on forgiven 
mortgage loan debt. 

S. 1249 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1249, a bill to rename the 
Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking of the Department of State the 
Bureau to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and to provide for an 
Assistant Secretary to head such Bu-
reau, and for other purposes. 

S. 1302 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1302, a bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to provide for cooperative and small 
employer charity pension plans. 

S. 1318 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1318, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to cover 
physician services delivered by 
podiatric physicians to ensure access 
by Medicaid beneficiaries to appro-
priate quality foot and ankle care, to 
amend title XVIII of such Act to mod-
ify the requirements for diabetic shoes 
to be included under Medicare, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1320 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1320, a bill to establish a tiered hir-
ing preference for members of the re-
serve components of the armed forces. 

S. 1455 

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1455, a bill to condition the provision 
of premium and cost-sharing subsidies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act upon a certification 
that a program to verify household in-
come is operational. 

S. 1517 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1517, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Services Act and the So-
cial Security Act to extend health in-
formation technology assistance eligi-
bility to behavioral health, mental 
health, and substance abuse profes-
sionals and facilities, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1614 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1614, a bill to require Certificates of 
Citizenship and other Federal docu-
ments to reflect name and date of birth 
determinations made by a State court 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1618 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1618, a bill to enhance the 
Office of Personnel Management back-
ground check system for the granting, 
denial, or revocation of security clear-
ances or access to classified informa-
tion of employees and contractors of 
the Federal Government. 

S. 1635 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1635, a bill to amend the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 to extend the period during 
which supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program benefits are temporarily 
increased. 

S. 1642 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1642, a bill to permit the continu-
ation of certain health plans. 

S. 1644 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1644, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to provide for 
preliminary hearings on alleged of-
fenses under the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice. 

S. 1670 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1670, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to protect pain-ca-
pable unborn children, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1693 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1693, a bill to amend the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act to extend the initial open enroll-
ment period. 

S. 1696 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Alaska 
(Mr. BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1696, a bill to protect a women’s 
right to determine whether and when 
to bear a child or end a pregnancy by 
limiting restrictions on the provision 
of abortion services. 

S. 1699 
At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado, the name of the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1699, a bill to permit indi-
viduals to renew certain health insur-
ance coverage offered in the individual 
or small group markets and to provide 
that such individuals would not be sub-
ject to the individual mandate penalty. 

S.J. RES. 2 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 2, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
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Constitution of the United States rel-
ative to limiting the number of terms 
that a Member of Congress may serve. 

S. RES. 284 

At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 284, a resolution calling on the 
Government of Iran to immediately re-
lease Saeed Abedini and all other indi-
viduals detained on account of their re-
ligious beliefs. 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 284, supra. 

S. RES. 292 

At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. MCCAIN), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and 
the Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU) were added as cosponsors of S. 
Res. 292, a resolution expressing sup-
port for the victims of the typhoon in 
the Philippines and the surrounding re-
gion. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. FRANKEN): 

S. 1704. A bill to expand the use of 
open textbooks in order to achieve sav-
ings for students; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1704 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Affordable 
College Textbook Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The high cost of college textbooks con-

tinues to be a barrier for many students in 
achieving higher education. 

(2) According to the College Board, during 
the 2012-2013 academic year, the average stu-
dent budget for college books and supplies 
was $1,200. 

(3) The Government Accountability Office 
found that new textbook prices increased 82 
percent over the last decade and that al-
though Federal efforts to increase price 
transparency have provided students and 
families with more and better information, 
more must be done to address rising costs. 

(4) The growth of the Internet has enabled 
the creation and sharing of digital content, 
including open educational resources that 
can be freely used by students, teachers, and 
members of the public. 

(5) Using open educational resources in 
place of traditional materials in large-enroll-
ment college courses can reduce textbook 
costs by 80 to 100 percent. 

(6) Federal investment in expanding the 
use of open educational resources could sig-
nificantly lower college textbook costs and 

reduce financial barriers to higher edu-
cation, while making efficient use of tax-
payer funds. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE.—The term 

‘‘educational resource’’ means an edu-
cational material that can be used in post-
secondary instruction, including textbooks 
and other written or audiovisual works. 

(2) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 101 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001). 

(3) OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE.—The 
term ‘‘open educational resource’’ means an 
educational resource that is licensed under 
an open license and made freely available on-
line to the public. 

(4) OPEN LICENSE.—The term ‘‘open li-
cense’’ means a worldwide, royalty-free, non- 
exclusive, perpetual, irrevocable copyright 
license granting the public permission to ac-
cess, reproduce, publicly perform, publicly 
display, adapt, distribute, and otherwise use 
the work and adaptations of the work for 
any purpose, conditioned only on the re-
quirement that attribution be given to au-
thors as designated. 

(5) OPEN TEXTBOOK.—The term ‘‘open text-
book’’ means an open educational resource 
or set of open educational resources that ei-
ther is a textbook or can be used in place of 
a textbook for a postsecondary course at an 
institution of higher education. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Education. 
SEC. 4. GRANT PROGRAM. 

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—From the 
amounts appropriated under subsection (i), 
the Secretary shall make grants, on a com-
petitive basis, to eligible entities to support 
pilot programs that expand the use of open 
textbooks in order to achieve savings for stu-
dents. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means an institution 
of higher education or group of institutions 
of higher education. 

(c) APPLICATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible entity desir-

ing a grant under this section, after con-
sultation with relevant faculty (including 
those engaged in the creation of open edu-
cational resources), shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time, in such 
manner, and accompanied by such informa-
tion as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire. 

(2) CONTENTS.—Each application submitted 
under paragraph (1) shall include a descrip-
tion of the project to be completed with 
grant funds and— 

(A) a plan for promoting and tracking the 
use of open textbooks in postsecondary 
courses offered by the eligible entity, includ-
ing an estimate of the projected savings that 
will be achieved for students; 

(B) a plan for evaluating, before creating 
new open educational resources, whether ex-
isting open educational resources could be 
used or adapted for the same purpose; 

(C) a plan for quality review and review of 
accuracy of any open educational resources 
to be created or adapted through the grant; 

(D) a plan for disseminating information 
about the results of the project to institu-
tions of higher education outside of the eligi-
ble entity, including promoting the adoption 
of any open textbooks created or adapted 
through the grant; and 

(E) a statement on consultation with rel-
evant faculty, including those engaged in the 
creation of open educational resources, in 
the development of the application. 

(d) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—In awarding 
grants under this section, the Secretary 

shall give special consideration to applica-
tions that demonstrate the greatest poten-
tial to— 

(1) achieve the highest level of savings for 
students through sustainable expanded use 
of open textbooks in postsecondary courses 
offered by the eligible entity; 

(2) expand the use of open textbooks at in-
stitutions of higher education outside of the 
eligible entity; and 

(3) produce— 
(A) the highest quality open textbooks; 
(B) open textbooks that can be most easily 

utilized and adapted by faculty members at 
institutions of higher education; 

(C) open textbooks that correspond to the 
highest enrollment courses at institutions of 
higher education; and 

(D) open textbooks created or adapted in 
partnership with entities, including campus 
bookstores, that will assist in marketing and 
distribution of the open textbook. 

(e) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity that 
receives a grant under this section shall use 
the grant funds to carry out any of the fol-
lowing activities to expand the use of open 
textbooks: 

(1) Professional development for faculty 
and staff members at institutions of higher 
education, including the search for and re-
view of open textbooks. 

(2) Creation or adaptation of open edu-
cational resources, especially open text-
books. 

(3) Development or improvement of tools 
and informational resources that support the 
use of open textbooks. 

(4) Research evaluating the efficacy of the 
use of open textbooks for achieving savings 
for students. 

(5) Partnerships with other entities, in-
cluding other institutions of higher edu-
cation, for-profit organizations, or nonprofit 
organizations, to carry out any of the activi-
ties described in paragraphs (1) through (4). 

(f) LICENSE.—Educational resources cre-
ated or adapted under subsection (e) shall be 
licensed under an open license. 

(g) ACCESS AND DISTRIBUTION.—The full and 
complete digital content of each educational 
resource created or adapted under subsection 
(e) shall be made available free of charge to 
the public— 

(1) on an easily accessible and interoper-
able website, which shall be identified to the 
Secretary by the eligible entity; and 

(2) in a machine readable, digital format 
that anyone can directly download, edit, and 
redistribute. 

(h) REPORT.—Upon an eligible entity’s 
completion of a project supported under this 
section, the eligible entity shall prepare and 
submit a report to the Secretary regarding— 

(1) the effectiveness of the pilot program in 
expanding the use of open textbooks and in 
achieving savings for students; 

(2) the impact of the pilot program on ex-
panding the use of open textbooks at institu-
tions of higher education outside of the eligi-
ble entity; 

(3) educational resources created or adapt-
ed under the grant, including instructions on 
where the public can access each educational 
resource under the terms of subsection (g); 
and 

(4) all project costs, including the value of 
any volunteer labor and institutional capital 
used for the project. 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion for each of the 5 succeeding fiscal years 
after the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 5. PRICE INFORMATION. 

Section 133(b) of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1015b(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (6); and 
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