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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 84 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 84, a bill to amend the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to 
provide more effective remedies to vic-
tims of discrimination in the payment 
of wages on the basis of sex, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 367 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
367, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Medi-
care outpatient rehabilitation therapy 
caps. 

S. 381 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 381, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the World War II 
members of the ‘‘Doolittle Tokyo Raid-
ers’’, for outstanding heroism, valor, 
skill, and service to the United States 
in conducting the bombings of Tokyo. 

S. 603 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
603, a bill to repeal the annual fee on 
health insurance providers enacted by 
the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. 

S. 695 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
695, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend the authoriza-
tion of appropriations for the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to pay a 
monthly assistance allowance to dis-
abled veterans training or competing 
for the Paralympic Team and the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pro-
vide assistance to United States 
Paralympics, Inc., and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 700 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 700, a bill to ensure that the 
education and training provided mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans 
better assists members and veterans in 
obtaining civilian certifications and li-
censes, and for other purposes. 

S. 709 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 709, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to increase 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, leading to better care 
and outcomes for Americans living 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias. 

S. 718 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-

shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 718, a bill to create jobs in 
the United States by increasing United 
States exports to Africa by at least 200 
percent in real dollar value within 10 
years, and for other purposes. 

S. 822 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 822, a bill to protect 
crime victims’ rights, to eliminate the 
substantial backlog of DNA samples 
collected from crime scenes and con-
victed offenders, to improve and ex-
pand the DNA testing capacity of Fed-
eral, State, and local crime labora-
tories, to increase research and devel-
opment of new DNA testing tech-
nologies, to develop new training pro-
grams regarding the collection and use 
of DNA evidence, to provide post con-
viction testing of DNA evidence to ex-
onerate the innocent, to improve the 
performance of counsel in State capital 
cases, and for other purposes. 

S. 825 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
825, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the provision 
of services for homeless veterans, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 942 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
942, a bill to eliminate discrimination 
and promote women’s health and eco-
nomic security by ensuring reasonable 
workplace accommodations for work-
ers whose ability to perform the func-
tions of a job are limited by pregnancy, 
childbirth, or a related medical condi-
tion. 

S. 971 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 971, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act to ex-
empt the conduct of silvicultural ac-
tivities from national pollutant dis-
charge elimination system permitting 
requirements. 

S. 1143 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1143, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act with respect to 
physician supervision of therapeutic 
hospital outpatient services. 

S. 1174 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1174, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regi-
ment, known as the Borinqueneers. 

S. 1181 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1181, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 to exempt certain stock of 
real estate investment trusts from the 
tax on foreign investments in United 
States real property interests, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1320 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1320, a bill to establish a 
tiered hiring preference for members of 
the reserve components of the armed 
forces. 

S. 1332 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1332, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 1335 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. MCCONNELL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1335, a bill to protect and 
enhance opportunities for recreational 
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1456 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1456, a bill to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Shimon Peres. 

S. 1525 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1525, a bill to ensure that 
the personal and private information of 
Americans enrolling in Exchanges es-
tablished under the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act is secured with 
proper privacy and data security safe-
guards. 

S. 1530 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator 
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1530, a bill to re-
align structures and reallocate re-
sources in the Federal Government, in 
keeping with the core American belief 
that families are the best protection 
for children and the bedrock of any so-
ciety, to bolster United States diplo-
macy and assistance targeted at ensur-
ing that every child can grow up in a 
permanent, safe, nurturing, and loving 
family, and to strengthen intercountry 
adoption to the United States and 
around the world and ensure that it be-
comes a viable and fully developed op-
tion for providing families for children 
in need, and for other purposes. 

S. 1589 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1589, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to ensure the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has an 
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up-to-date policy on reporting of cases 
of infectious diseases, to require an 
independent assessment of the Vet-
erans Integrated Service Networks and 
medical centers of the Department, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1592 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1592, a bill to provide 
for a delay of the individual mandate 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act until the American 
Health Benefit Exchanges are func-
tioning properly. 

S. 1610 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1610, a bill to delay the 
implementation of certain provisions 
of the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance 
Reform Act of 2012, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1642 

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. HAGAN) and the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1642, a bill to permit 
the continuation of certain health 
plans. 

S. 1647 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1647, a bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to re-
peal distributions for medicine quali-
fied only if for prescribed drug or insu-
lin. 

S. RES. 75 

At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. 
PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 75, a resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the 
International Covenants on Human 
Rights. 

S. RES. 165 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 165, a resolution calling for 
the release from prison of former 
Prime Minister of Ukraine Yulia 
Tymoshenko in light of the recent Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights ruling. 

S. RES. 251 

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 
names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 251, a 
resolution expressing the sense of the 
Senate that the United States Preven-
tive Services Task Force should re-
evaluate its recommendations against 
prostate-specific antigen-based screen-
ing for prostate cancer for men in all 
age groups in consultation with appro-
priate specialists. 

S. RES. 284 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 284, a resolution calling on the 
Government of Iran to immediately re-
lease Saeed Abedini and all other indi-
viduals detained on account of their re-
ligious beliefs. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. 1662. A bill to provide for the in-

troduction of pay-for-performance 
compensation mechanisms into con-
tracts of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs with community-based out-
patient clinics for the provision of 
health care services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1662 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Health Care Improvement Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Veterans of the Armed Forces have 

made tremendous sacrifices in the defense of 
freedom and liberty. 

(2) Congress recognizes these great sac-
rifices and reaffirms America’s strong com-
mitment to its veterans. 

(3) As part of the on-going congressional 
effort to recognize the sacrifices made by 
America’s veterans, Congress has dramati-
cally increased funding for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for veterans health care 
in the years since September 11, 2001. 

(4) Part of the funding for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for veterans health care 
is allocated toward community-based out-
patient clinics (CBOCs). 

(5) A number of CBOCs are administered by 
private contractors. 

(6) CBOCs administered by private contrac-
tors operate on a capitated basis. 

(7) Some current contracts for CBOCs may 
create an incentive for contractors to enroll 
as many veterans as possible, without ensur-
ing timely access to high quality health care 
for such veterans. 

(8) The top priorities for CBOCs should be 
to provide quality health care and patient 
satisfaction for America’s veterans. 

(9) The Department of Veterans Affairs 
currently tracks the quality of patient care 
through its Computerized Patient Record 
System. However, fees paid to contractors 
are not currently adjusted automatically to 
reflect the quality of care provided to pa-
tients. 

(10) A pay-for-performance payment model 
offers a promising approach to health care 
delivery by aligning the payment of fees to 
contractors with the achievement of better 
health outcomes for patients. 

(11) The Department of Veterans Affairs 
should begin to emphasize pay-for-perform-
ance in its contracts with CBOCs. 

SEC. 3. PAY-FOR-PERFORMANCE UNDER DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CON-
TRACTS WITH COMMUNITY-BASED 
OUTPATIENT HEALTH CARE CLIN-
ICS. 

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
submit to Congress a plan to introduce pay- 
for-performance measures into contracts 
which compensate contractors of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the provision of 
health care services through community- 
based outpatient clinics (CBOCs). 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) Measures to ensure that contracts of 
the Department for the provision of health 
care services through CBOCs begin to utilize 
pay-for-performance compensation mecha-
nisms for compensating contractors for the 
provision of such services through such clin-
ics, including mechanisms as follows: 

(A) To provide incentives for clinics that 
provide high-quality health care. 

(B) To provide incentives to better assure 
patient satisfaction. 

(C) To impose penalties (including termi-
nation of contract) for clinics that provide 
substandard care. 

(2) Mechanisms to collect and evaluate 
data on the outcomes of the services gen-
erally provided by CBOCs in order to provide 
for an assessment of the quality of health 
care provided by such clinics. 

(3) Mechanisms to eliminate abuses in the 
provision of health care services by CBOCs 
under contracts that continue to utilize 
capitated-basis compensation mechanisms 
for compensating contractors. 

(4) Mechanisms to ensure that veterans are 
not denied care or face undue delays in re-
ceiving care. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall 
commence the implementation of the plan 
on the date that is 60 days after the date of 
the submittal of the plan. In implementing 
the plan, the Secretary may initially carry 
out one or more pilot programs to assess the 
feasibility and advisability of mechanisms 
under the plan. 

(d) REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
every 180 days thereafter, the Secretary shall 
submit to Congress a report setting forth the 
recommendations of the Secretary as to the 
feasibility and advisability of utilizing pay- 
for-performance compensation mechanisms 
in the provision of health care services by 
the Department by means in addition to 
CBOCs. 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
and Mr. ENZI): 

S. 1672. A bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to empower in-
dividuals with disabilities to establish 
their own supplemental needs trusts; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to introduce the Special Needs 
Trust Fairness Act with my friends, 
Senators GRASSLEY, ROCKEFELLER, and 
ENZI. Our common-sense bill will cor-
rect a fundamental flaw that prevents 
individuals with disabilities from cre-
ating their own trusts. This is a basic 
right that should have never been over-
looked. 

November is Long-Term Care Aware-
ness Month, when hopefully many fam-
ilies will discuss and decide how to best 
plan for their retirement and their fu-
ture health care needs. Unfortunately, 
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