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reaching issues. This confidence comes 
in part from my strong belief that Mr. 
Wheeler agrees with me that the FCC 
must always have consumer protection 
and the public interest as its primary 
touchstones. 

Acting FCC Chairwoman Mignon Cly-
burn has done an excellent job as the 
steward of the Commission over the 
last several months. I am proud of her 
accomplishments, especially her com-
mencement of a proceeding to 
strengthen and expand the hugely suc-
cessful E-Rate program, something our 
Nation’s children deserve. But acting 
chairs of agencies can only accomplish 
so much, particularly when they have 
taken charge of an agency that lacks a 
full complement of its members. It is 
past time for the Senate to act on Mr. 
Wheeler’s nomination and to put in 
place the President’s permanent head 
of this essential agency. 

At its core, the FCC is a regulatory 
agency. Too many have forgotten that 
the agency’s fundamental responsi-
bility is the regulation of communica-
tions networks. These regulations 
serve important policy goals. You can-
not have universal service without reg-
ulation. You cannot ensure competi-
tion without regulation. You cannot 
have consumer protection without reg-
ulation. Given his experience and his-
tory, Mr. Wheeler understands the 
vital role of the Commission and the 
need for an active, smart regulator for 
the nation’s communications markets. 

The Members of the Senate Com-
merce Committee have fully vetted Mr. 
Wheeler’s nomination. And an over-
whelming, bipartisan majority of the 
committee favorably reported Mr. 
Wheeler’s nomination out of com-
mittee in July. At his nomination 
hearing in June, Mr. Wheeler ably dem-
onstrated his knowledge of the issues 
the FCC will face in the coming years. 
Mr. Wheeler answered all of the ques-
tions for the record submitted to him 
after that hearing—including all 78 
questions from Republican committee 
Members. And he did so in a sub-
stantive and detailed manner. And hon-
est, thoughtful responses by nominees 
have always been sufficient for this 
body to move forward when they are 
eminently qualified for a position and 
capable of fulfilling their mission. 

It also has not been the practice of 
the Senate Commerce Committee to 
demand that a nominee to an inde-
pendent regulatory agency like the 
FCC prejudge issues that might come 
before his or her agency. In fact, it was 
our colleague and former Commerce 
Committee Chairman Senator JOHN 
MCCAIN who, during consideration of a 
past Republican FCC Chairman nomi-
nee, said ‘‘Just as it is not appropriate 
for nominees to the bench be asked 
how they will vote on a specific issue 
that is currently before, or likely to 
come before, their court; it is not ap-
propriate for commissioners who have 
quasi-judicial responsibilities to pre- 
judge cases they must consider.’’ 

As Chairman of the FCC, Mr. Wheeler 
will be able to use the power of the 

FCC to spur universal deployment of 
advanced technologies, foster job 
growth and innovation, and protect 
consumers. This is an agency that 
oversees, by some estimates, nearly 
one-fifth of the U.S. economy. This is 
an agency that has raised over $50 bil-
lion for the U.S. Treasury through 
spectrum auctions. This is the agency 
that has, through smart policy, guided 
the Nation into the digital age. This is 
the agency that has wide-ranging au-
thority over so many communications 
services that are a vital part of our 
daily lives. From broadband to wireless 
phones to television content to public 
safety communications—this little 
agency oversees it all. 

Because we entrust the FCC with 
such great responsibility, we expect a 
lot from those whom the President 
chooses to run that agency. I am 
pleased to support Mr. Wheeler for 
Chairman of the FCC, and I call on my 
colleagues to do the same today. With 
all the important issues before the 
FCC, it is critical that the agency has 
a confirmed Chair and strong leader in 
place. I am confident, given Tom 
Wheeler’s extensive experience and ca-
pabilities in the communications in-
dustry, he is the right person for this 
job. 

f 

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
wish to bring to my colleagues’ atten-
tion the work of the Employee Benefit 
Research Institute, EBRI, in acknowl-
edgment of the institute’s 35th anni-
versary. EBRI is a nonpartisan, objec-
tive, and reliable source of information 
and analysis of private sector health 
and retirement issues in the Nation. 
Much of EBRI’s work, including its 
data on qualified retirement accounts 
and its analysis of health care cov-
erage, is unique and available nowhere 
else. As a research institution that is 
well respected by members and policy 
experts on both sides of the aisle, EBRI 
is frequently asked to testify on retire-
ment, health, and economic security 
issues before committees in both the 
House and Senate. For more than three 
decades, the institute has provided 
credible, reliable, and objective re-
search, data, and analysis that Con-
gress can rely on. I congratulate EBRI 
on its 35th anniversary and look for-
ward to many more years of its valu-
able, nonpartisan, and dependable anal-
ysis. 

f 

NATIONAL MEDICINE ABUSE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
the Centers for Disease Control has de-
clared the misuse and abuse of some 
prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines in the United States to be an 
epidemic. According to the most recent 
National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health, NSDUH, there were over a 
quarter of a million new nonmedical 

users of prescription drugs in the past 
year and 1.9 million new nonmedical 
users of either prescription or over-the- 
counter pain relievers. These stag-
gering numbers reflect the urgent need 
to raise awareness about the dangers 
associated with medicine abuse. To 
this end, October has been designated 
National Medicine Abuse Awareness 
Month. 

Millions of Americans are prescribed 
medicines every year to treat the 
symptoms of a variety of injuries and 
illnesses, from depression to the com-
mon cold. Many of these patients do 
not use the entire amount of medica-
tion they were prescribed and either 
forget about or do not know how to 
properly dispose of the leftover drug. 
As a result, half-filled bottles remain 
in medicine cabinets across the coun-
try for months or years. And many of 
these medicines, when not properly 
used or administered, can be just as 
deadly and addictive as street drugs 
like methamphetamine or cocaine. In-
deed, according to the NSDUH, almost 
70 percent of those who abused pre-
scription drugs last year obtained them 
from a friend or relative, many of 
whom may have had excess drugs re-
maining in a family medicine cabinet. 

As a result, Federal law enforcement 
and drug policy organizations like the 
Drug Enforcement Administration and 
the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, as well as national advocacy 
groups such as the Community Anti- 
Drug Coalitions of America, the Con-
sumer Healthcare Products Associa-
tion, and the Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America, are reaching out to com-
munity coalitions throughout the Na-
tion to help raise awareness and ad-
dress the problem head on. 

For example, in my home State of 
Iowa, the Van Buren County SAFE Co-
alition—with the help of the local 
pharmacy and the Van Buren County 
Reserve Officers—organizes regular 
drug take-back events at various loca-
tions throughout the county to provide 
an avenue to properly dispose of excess 
prescription drugs. Additionally, the 
local pharmacy there has started a 
take-back program that allows the 
pharmacy to collect unused and ex-
pired medication at any time. Another 
example of the response to this crisis is 
the Gateway Impact Coalition, located 
in Clinton, IA, that has collected near-
ly 3,500 pounds of old or unwanted med-
icine from residents in Clinton and 
Jackson Counties since 2008. 

We can stop the growing problem of 
medicine abuse, but it will require all 
sectors of the community to join to-
gether to make it happen. I applaud 
the work of community coalitions, 
such as the Van Buren County SAFE 
Coalition and the Gateway Impact Coa-
lition, along with many others 
throughout Iowa and the Nation. I urge 
my colleagues to do all they can in 
their home States to make their con-
stituents aware of the dangers associ-
ated with the misuse and abuse of pre-
scription and over-the-counter medi-
cines. 
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SPECIAL ENVOY APPOINTMENT 
Mr. KAINE. Madam President, as 

chairman of the Near East and South 
and Central Asia subcommittee on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
today I cosponsored S. 653, a bill that 
authorizes the President to appoint a 
Special Envoy within the Department 
of State to Promote Religious Freedom 
of Religious Minorities in the Near 
East and South Central Asia. 

Unfortunately, there is a wide range 
of persecuted minorities who too often 
are victims of discrimination, 
marginalization, and violence in the 
region. Coptic Christians in Egypt, 
Baha’i in Iran, Ahmadi Muslims in 
Pakistan, and Christians in Syria are 
examples of communities and faiths 
that suffer intolerance. 

I believe that all peoples deserve 
equal treatment, regardless of faith, 
and I hope the appointment of a Spe-
cial Envoy within the State Depart-
ment will help protect those universal 
rights. 

f 

HONORING THE JEWISH COMMU-
NITY CENTER OF GREATER CO-
LUMBUS 
Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, 

today I wish to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Greater Columbus. The center 
promotes physical, intellectual, and 
spiritual wellness for the 6,500 members 
across Central Ohio. 

Joseph Schonthal, an immigrant 
from Austria, founded the Jewish Com-
munity Center in 1913 to assist immi-
grants from Eastern Europe as they 
settled into their new life in the United 
States. The center provided those im-
migrants with a community center to 
learn and to grow. Mr. Schonthal also 
established Camp Schonthal in the cen-
ter, one of the first Jewish camps in 
the region. 

Today, the Jewish Community Cen-
ter has several centers located around 
Columbus that provide adult, youth, 
and early childhood programs. The cen-
ter is home to several cultural events a 
year and hosts a recreation and 
wellness center. 

The Jewish Community Center re-
cently opened the Columbus Jewish 
Day School to provide children from 
kindergarten through the fifth grade 
with a general curriculum, while also 
helping to foster their Jewish heritage. 

The Jewish Community Center of 
Greater Columbus provides the Jewish 
community in Central Ohio with edu-
cational and cultural programs for 
members of all ages. I congratulate all 
who were involved in making its first 
100 years a success. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO RAYMOND S. BURTON 
∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor the remarkable 
service of a great New Hampshire 
statesman: Councilor Raymond S. Bur-
ton of Bath. 

Councilor Burton has devoted his life 
to serving the people of New Hamp-
shire—and it is been a labor of love. He 
has served with great distinction, re-
markable diligence, Yankee wit and 
wisdom, and a deep and abiding love for 
the people of northern New Hampshire. 

For 18 terms, he has represented Dis-
trict One on the State’s Executive 
Council, distinguishing himself as a 
tireless champion for the North Coun-
try. Ray is the longest serving Execu-
tive Councilor in New Hampshire’s his-
tory. 

He has also served for 22 years as a 
Grafton County Commissioner, and is 
now the board’s Clerk. His position as 
a county commissioner allows him to 
double his efforts to improve the lives 
of the people of northern New Hamp-
shire, which is his life’s work. 

This past weekend, Councilor Burton 
made the very sad announcement that 
he will not seek reelection to either 
elected post next year. This was no 
doubt a difficult decision for Ray, 
given his decades of service. I look for-
ward to being in Council District One 
on Friday to join with Ray’s many 
friends and supporters to honor his un-
matched record of service to our state. 

I am confident that he will continue 
to give 110 percent to serving his con-
stituents, just as he has done for dec-
ades. 

But his announcement represents a 
tremendous loss, not just for the people 
of the North County, but for citizens 
across New Hampshire. 

Daniel Webster once said, ‘‘. . . in 
the mountains of New Hampshire, God 
Almighty has hung out a sign to show 
that there He makes men.’’ Webster 
was referring to our beloved Old Man of 
the Mountain. But he could have just 
as easily been talking about Councilor 
Ray Burton, a gold standard public of-
ficial of unmatched stature. 

No one brings the same level of dedi-
cation, commitment, and enthusiasm 
to public life as Ray Burton. 

To him, public service is not just a 
privilege—it is a calling and a true joy. 
And no one is better at constituent 
service than Ray Burton. 

District One is vast, stretching from 
Pittsburg on the Canadian border 
south to the Lakes Region, and from 
the Connecticut River Valley to the 
Mount Washington Valley. 

He has logged countless miles trav-
eling the villages, towns, cities and 
counties of his district, frequently be-
hind the wheel of a classic car. And if 
he is not driving an antique car, you 
will frequently find him on a snow-
mobile. 

Seventeen hour days are not unusual 
for Councilor Burton. He has been 
known to start days in Claremont and 
finish way up in northern Coos County, 
before returning to his cherished home 
in Bath. 

No community gathering or meeting 
is too small for Councilor Burton. If it 
is important to his constituents, it is 
important to him. 

He has said for many years that he 
always runs for office like he is three 
votes behind—a real statement, given 
that he has served on the Executive 

Council for nearly 4 decades, frequently 
was the nominee of both the Repub-
licans and the Democrats, and com-
fortably wins reelection by double digit 
margins. It just goes to show you how 
seriously he takes the job and how 
eager he is to make a difference in the 
lives of his constituents. 

The fruits of his labor can be found 
across Council District One, whether it 
is an improved bridge or road, or an 
initiative to strengthen the economy 
and create jobs. 

It can also be found in quieter ways: 
the constituent he helped with a state 
agency, or the citizen who needed a 
hand with local or county government 

In addition to handing out his trade-
mark combs, Ray gladly gives out his 
office number, his home office number, 
his car phone number and his email ad-
dress—and he encourages people to use 
them. They call for help in times of 
need—and he delivers results. 

In fact, a former State commissioner 
once joked that when she switched on 
her computer on Monday mornings, she 
would find two dozen emails from 
Councilor Burton. That would not sur-
prise me, given his view that the con-
cerns of his constituents are of para-
mount importance and should go 
straight to the top. I can personally re-
port having received dozens of inquir-
ies from Ray—signed with his familiar 
line, ‘‘May I hear from you?’’ 

When not traveling his district, Ray 
is an enormously respected leader in 
Concord, where he first arrived in the 
late 1960s to work as a Sergeant at 
Arms in the State House of Represent-
atives and the State Senate. Remark-
ably, he has served at the Statehouse 
during the administrations of 10 gov-
ernors. 

In 1976, he was first elected to New 
Hampshire’s Executive Council, an ex-
ecutive branch panel that functions as 
a check on executive power and dates 
back to 1680. It is a position he has held 
since 1981, earning the honorary title of 
‘‘dean’’ of the council. 

When I served as New Hampshire’s 
Attorney General, I saw up close that 
Councilor Burton is someone who does 
his homework, asks tough questions, 
and fights with every fiber of his being 
for what he believes is right. I also saw 
how deeply he loves our State—and 
how hard he fights for the people of 
northern New Hampshire. 

Beyond his tremendous efforts on be-
half of his constituents, Ray also de-
serves great credit for working to pre-
pare future generations of leaders. 
After his election to the Executive 
Council, he initiated a student intern-
ship program, which has become leg-
endary in New Hampshire. Over the 
years, 140 interns have served Coun-
cilor Burton. Many of these young men 
and women have gone on to great ca-
reers in politics and government, car-
rying on his proud tradition of excel-
lence in public service. I know that 
Ray’s interns are a source of tremen-
dous pride to him, and I commend him 
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