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proudest accomplishments at MIT was
in improving the diversity of the uni-
versity’s student body and faculty.
Chuck worked tirelessly to ensure that
opportunities at MIT were available to
anyone with the right mind and work
ethic.

In all that he has done and stood for,
Chuck has embodied what is best about
being a West Virginian and an Amer-
ican. Chuck’s passion for helping oth-
ers—whether as a teacher, an engineer,
or a leader—has impacted countless
lives and ensured his place among our
country’s most respected and honored
citizens. Dr. Charles M. Vest has long
shone as one of West Virginia’s bright-
est stars, and today it gives me great
pleasure to commend him—and thank
him—for his enormous contributions to
the Nation’s science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics enterprise.

——

GREENE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
CENTENNIAL

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I rise

today to honor an important historical
date in Greene County, MO, my home
county. October 26 was the centennial
of the historic Greene County Court-
house—the place where I worked for
more than a decade as county clerk.

The current Greene County Court-
house is actually the third built in
Greene County. The 20th century
courthouse was intended to be a uni-
fying structure for what had developed
as two communities prior to the Civil
War. Both communities came under
one municipal government in 1887, and
the new courthouse was to be a struc-
ture built between North Springfield
and the central business district. Work
to find a site was begun in 1904 and con-
cluded with the purchase of a lot on
Central Avenue in 1908.

Architect A.N. Torbitt, of Miller,
Opel and Torbitt in Jefferson City, MO,
was chosen to draft plans for the new
structure, and the cornerstone cere-
mony for the new courthouse was held
on July 16, 1910. The impressive new
building, built of Greene County Phoe-
nix stone, took nearly 2 years to com-
plete. In March 1912, the courts moved
into the new building. Even Spring-
field’s city hall took up residence
there, where it remained for more than
25 years until its move into the post of-
fice a block away.

The historic Greene County Court-
house was and remains important to
the economic growth, development and
prosperity of Springfield and Greene
County. Over the years, the courts ex-
panded to an additional judicial center
nearby, but the old courthouse remains
the center of Greene County adminis-
trative duties. Today, it is occupied by
the Greene County commissioner,
clerk, recorder of deeds, treasurer, as-
sessor and collector of revenues.

Today, the interior of the 100-year-
old courthouse is in great shape, and
plans are underway to raise funds to
replace the parapet. Past elected offi-
cials have worked to improve the
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building’s energy efficiency and main-
tain its appearance. As a former
Greene County clerk and one who has a
deep appreciation for the history of
Greene County and this grand building,
I want to express my pride in the serv-
ices that are provided in this structure
and those county employees who work
in it every day. My hope is that the
historic Greene County Courthouse has
many years of service ahead.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

WILLIAMS-CONE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

® Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
delighted to commend the Williams-
Cone Elementary School of Topsham,
ME, on being named a 2013 National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. This
year, Williams-Cone was one of only 236
public schools across the country to re-
ceive this prestigious recognition of
high accomplishment by the U.S. De-
partment of Education.

Created in 1982, the Blue Ribbon
Schools Program honors public and pri-
vate schools that are either academi-
cally superior in their States or that
demonstrate significant gains in stu-
dent achievement. The schools singled
out for this national recognition are
models of high educational standards
and accountability.

This award recognizes the remark-
able improvements made in student
achievement rates at Williams-Cone
Elementary over the past several
years. During the 2007-2008 academic
yvear, students achieved 66 percent pro-
ficiency in reading and math. Four
years later, Williams-Cone’s approxi-
mately 200 students scored 81 percent
proficiency in reading and 77 percent in
math. These outstanding academic im-
provements can be attributed to the
positive learning environment fostered
at Williams-Cone School, where stu-
dents are encouraged to pursue their
interests, teachers instruct in innova-
tive ways, and teachers and adminis-
trators engage with families to create
a strong school community.

I am pleased that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has selected Wil-
liams-Cone Elementary School for this
well-deserved honor, and congratulate
not only the students, but also the ad-
ministrators, teachers, staff, and par-
ents on this outstanding achievement.
Together, they are making a difference
in the lives of hundreds of students and
helping them become responsible learn-
ers and engaged citizens in their com-
munity.e

———

REMEMBERING PETE CENARRUSA

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator RISCH joins me today in
honoring the life of former Idaho Sec-
retary of State Pete Cenarrusa. The
State of Idaho lost a dear friend with
the passing of Pete Cenarrusa.

Pete had a unique capacity to lead
people and institutions with good will,

October 28, 2013

great humor and wise counsel. Pete
was a personal friend and adviser to
both of us, and we will forever remem-
ber the example he set for all public
servants.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Pete was widely respected for his integ-
rity, fairness, determination and de-
pendability. He dedicated more than 50
years to public service, serving nearly
36 years as Idaho’s Secretary of State
and nine terms in the Idaho House of
Representatives, three of which he
served as Speaker of the House. In ad-
dition to his public service, Pete ran a
successful sheep operation with his
wife of 66 years, Freda. He was also a
private pilot for 59 years and was a
high school teacher in Cambridge,
Carey and Glenns Ferry, ID. Addition-
ally, he served as a U.S. Marine Corps
officer, aviator and instructor, which
included his service as a pilot in World
War II. Further, Pete was a strong ad-
vocate for the Basque community. Pete
and Freda founded the Cenarrusa Foun-
dation for Basque Culture that has pro-
vided resources for the promotion of
the Basque culture.

Like the many people who greatly re-
spected him, Pete’s list of qualities and
experiences is remarkably long. Pete
lived life to the fullest. He developed
skills in a variety of fields and utilized
his talents and principles for the bet-
terment of Idaho. We are truly blessed
to have known Pete and to have
learned from his example of committed
service, honesty and resolve. Pete’s
long and dedicated service to the peo-
ple of Idaho will last forever. He was a
beloved public servant, rancher, pilot,
veteran, teacher, son, brother, hus-
band, father, uncle, grandfather, great-
grandfather and friend. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Freda, their fam-
ily and all of Pete’s friends.®

———

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA MATHESON

e Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and congratulate Di-
rector Sandra Matheson of the NH At-
torney General’s State Office of Vic-
tim/Witness Assistance, OVWA, for
more than 30 years of dedicated service
to the State of New Hampshire.

A former law enforcement officer and
crisis center director, Ms. Matheson
was on call to respond to homicides for
over 12 years, where she learned first
hand about the unique needs of vic-
tims. She coordinated New Hamp-
shire’s efforts to establish victim/wit-
ness services in all 10 counties and to
establish the New Hampshire Victim
Compensation Program in 1989.

During her long career, Ms. Matheson
was responsible for founding and over-
seeing the OVWA homicide victim
unit, which provides 24-hour statewide
direct services in all of the State’s
homicide cases, from death notifica-
tion throughout the judicial process.
She has also developed and presented
numerous trainings on traumatic grief
and loss, homicide, and the extensive
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impact these crimes have on the fami-
lies left behind. She developed and pre-
sented the State’s first death notifica-
tion training curriculum and she is a
regular instructor at the NH Police
Standards and Training Academy. She
is on the faculty of the ME/NH Victim
Assistance Academy, where she teaches
the sessions on homicide and drunk
driving, among others.

Ms. Matheson was an instrumental
part of numerous statewide initiatives
aimed at standardizing the systemic
response to crime victim issues, and
has built a strong, effective, collabo-
rative relationship with numerous
State and community partners. She
was a founder of the NH Domestic Vio-
lence, Child Fatality and Elder and In-
capacitated Adult Fatality Review
Committees, and served as chair of the
Attorney General’s Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect, the NH Sex-
ual Assault Nurse Examiner, SANE,
Advisory Board, the Sexual Assault
and Domestic Violence Protocol
Projects, the Sexual Assault Domestic
Violence Conference Committee, and is
a partner of the New Hampshire
AmeriCorps Victim Assistance Pro-
gram. She has been a key player in get-
ting legislation passed to help victims
of crime, including drafting the NH
Crime Victim Bill of Rights in 1991.

A recipient of numerous awards for
her work with victims and families, in
April of 1994 Director Matheson re-
ceived a National Victim Services
Award from President Clinton and was
honored at a Rose Garden ceremony for
“outstanding service on behalf of vic-
tims of crime.” Most recently in 2013,
the National Association of Attorneys
General selected Sandra for the ‘‘Presi-
dent’s Award’”’ for her extraordinary
work over the years.

On a personal note, as New Hamp-
shire’s Attorney General, I was hon-
ored to work with Sandra. She is
smart, passionate, and tireless in serv-
ing victims of crime and in making NH
safer. She represents the very best of
what it means to be a public servant.

As Director Matheson celebrates her
retirement, I commend her on a job
well done, and ask my colleagues to
join me in wishing her well in all fu-
ture endeavors.e

————————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2013, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on October 17,
2013, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has agreed to the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution, without
amendment:

S. Con. Res. 24. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the text of the concur-
rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 58) ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regard-
ing the need for the continued avail-
ability for religious services to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their
families during a lapse in appropria-
tions, further, that the House agrees to
the amendment of the Senate to the
preamble of the concurrent resolution.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2013, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on October 23,
2013, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has agreed to the fol-
lowing resolutions:

H. Res. 383. Resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, a
former Representative from the State of
Washington.

H. Res. 384. Resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable C.W. Bill Young, a
Representative from the State of Florida.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 185. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 101 East Pecan
Street in Sherman, Texas, as the ‘Paul
Brown United States Courthouse’.

H.R. 2083. An act to require State edu-
cational agencies that receive funding under
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to have in effect policies and pro-
cedures on background checks for school em-
ployees.

H.R. 3080. An act to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3205. An act to reauthorize and re-
structure the adoption incentives grant pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3302. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs medical center in Bay
Pines, Florida, as the ‘“‘C.W. Bill Young De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter”.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 3003, and the
order of the House of January 3, 2013,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members on the part of the House of
Representatives to the Commission on
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Security and Cooperation in Europe:
Ms. SLAUGHTER of New York, Mr. McIn-
tyre of North Carolina, and Mr. COHEN
of Tennessee.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2083. An act to require State edu-
cational agencies that receive funding under
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to have in effect policies and pro-
cedures on background checks for school em-
ployees; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 3205. An act to reauthorize and re-
structure the adoption incentives grant pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

H.R. 3302. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs medical center in Bay
Pines, Florida, as the ‘““C.W. Bill Young De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolution was
read the first and second times by
unanimous consent, and placed on the
calendar pursuant to Sec. 1002 of Public
Law 113-46:

S.J. Res. 26. Joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of the President’s exercise of
authority to suspend the debt limit, as sub-
mitted under section 1002(b) of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2014 on October
17, 2013.

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 3080. An act to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources,
and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 15692. A bill to provide for a delay of the
individual mandate under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act until the
American Health Benefit Exchanges are
functioning properly.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3305. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, certification that absent sus-
pension of the limit under 31 U.S.C. 3101(b)
the Secretary of the Treasury would be un-
able to issue debt to meet existing commit-
ments, received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 17, 2013; to the Committee
on Finance.

EC-3306. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation of funding for Overseas Contingency
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