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When the WBDC was founded in 1986,
less than 10 percent of the businesses in
the United States were owned and op-
erated by women. Today, thanks in
part to the leadership and encourage-
ment provided by Hedy and Carol,
there are over 8.6 million women-owned
businesses throughout the country,
generating over $1.3 trillion in reve-
nues this year and employing nearly 7.8
million people.

As a champion for women’s economic
development, the WBDC has worked to
assist tens of thousands of women in
entrepreneurial efforts nationwide.
From business certifications to finan-
cial assistance workshops, the WBDC
provides women business owners with
the training they need to establish and
expand their businesses. By providing
women with essential resources to be-
come successful business owners, the
WBDC has empowered women and
helped them achieve economic inde-
pendence through entrepreneurship.

Since its founding in 1986, the WBDC
has expanded in size and scope from a
two-person operation seeking to ad-
dress the lack of representation of
women in the business sector, to a staff
of 24 full-time employees and contrac-
tors that now influence policies on the
federal, State and local levels. The
achievements of Hedy and Carol are
significant, and the positive role of the
WBDC in supporting women’s entrepre-
neurship is evident.

On behalf of the people of Illinois, I
thank Hedy and Carol for their 27 dedi-
cated years with the WBDC and con-
gratulate them on their many con-
tributions for women in the business
sector. I wish both of them the best as
they continue to inspire and provide
leadership for women’s entrepreneur-
ship in the years to come.

——

NATIONAL CENTER FOR  BIO-
TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION AN-
NIVERSARY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
recognize the 25th anniversary of the
National Center for Biotechnology In-
formation—NCBI—part of the National
Library of Medicine at the National In-
stitutes of Health, America’s world-re-
nowned research institution in Be-
thesda, MD.

The late Senator Claude Pepper, for
whom a major building on the NIH
campus is named, authored six sepa-
rate laws creating individual institutes
at NIH. In 1987, while a Member of the
House of Representatives and chairman
of the Select Committee on Aging’s
Subcommittee on Health and Long-
Term Care, Pepper introduced H.R. 393,
the National Biotechnology Informa-
tion Act, which established the NCBI.
At a March 1987 hearing on H.R. 393,
Pepper explained that ‘“‘we are dealing
with nothing less than the mystery of
human life and the unfolding scroll of
knowledge, seeking to penetrate that
mystery, which is life itself.”” He noted
that his bill was intended ‘‘to facilitate
the development of advanced computer
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and communication systems that will
make it possible for the vast expanding
knowledge of the gene to be assimi-
lated into a computer system and made
available for distribution to research-
ers and to people generally all over the
World.”

Soon thereafter, Congress embraced
the importance of the biotechnology
field, recognized the pressing need to
harness the large volume of data ema-
nating from the genetic revolution in
science, and endorsed the establish-
ment of NCBI to manage this valuable
resource for the benefit of human
health. With strong bipartisan support
in Congress, Pepper’s bill was enacted
as part of Senator Ted Kennedy’s com-
prehensive measure, the Health Omni-
bus Extension Programs of 1988, on No-
vember 4, 1988.

Today, biomedical research encom-
passing genomic and genetic knowl-
edge is a major driver of medical
progress. The foresight of Congress in
establishing the NCBI, combined with
the innovative leadership of Director
Dr. David Lipman and the expertise of
the agency’s dedicated staff, has led to
the emergence of an impressive na-
tional resource for molecular biology
information. In June of this year, Dr.
Lipman was honored by the White
House with the ‘“Open Science’ Cham-
pions of Change Award for his work at
NCBI. By organizing and integrating
genomic data for developing diagnostic
and clinical applications, the Center
serves as a bridge from research to the
medical community. Each day, more
than 3 million users access NCBI's 40
interlinked genomic and bibliographic
databases and download more than 30
terabytes of data.

I am proud that Congress has contin-
ued to support funding for the NCBI
over the past 25 years. Recently, by re-
quiring that the results of NIH-funded
research be made public through the
Center’s PubMed Central Database,
Congress has opened to everyone the
full text of published journal articles
that are essential to advancing sci-
entific research and public health.

The biomedical research funded by
the NIH provides knowledge essential
to combat debilitating diseases, and
continuing this research is dependent
on the resources and tools that NCBI
has developed so successfully for the
benefit of the biomedical community.
As NIH Director Francis Collins has
noted, we are entering an era of preci-
sion medicine in which a patient’s ge-
netic makeup may determine the exact
treatment that is provided. Surely, the
NCBI databases and tools will be need-
ed on the front lines of this new effort.

On the occasion of this 25th anniver-
sary, I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Dr. Lipman and the
outstanding staff of NCBI, who through
their skill and vision have built this
unique biomedical resource.

S7571

TRIBUTE TO DR. CHARLES M.
VEST

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
it is my great privilege to rise today to
recognize the distinguished career of
Dr. Charles M. Vest, a native West Vir-
ginian, on his retirement as president
of the National Academy of Engineer-
ing, NAE. In his time at the NAE, Dr.
Vest worked tirelessly to identify and
address the most pressing and impor-
tant challenges facing American engi-
neering, including the declining inter-
est in math and science among our Na-
tion’s students and the growing chal-
lenges of information flow among gov-
ernment, the private sector, and aca-
demia. As NAE president, Dr. Vest was
instrumental in urging Congress to
pass the America COMPETES Act,
which provided a blueprint for invest-
ing in critically important scientific
and technological pursuits. Dr. Vest
also helped craft the Grand Challenges
for Engineering, a global initiative
that identifies the greatest challenges
and opportunities facing engineers
today. In this increasingly technology-
based and globalized world, Dr. Vest
recognized the need for a clear and
strong national vision for our engi-
neers and scientists. He provided the
dynamic leadership that the NAE re-
quired to allow American engineers to
compete and thrive in a rapidly evolv-
ing world.

A native of Morgantown, WV, Chuck
displayed a clever and inquisitive mind
from a young age. Growing up under
the shadow of Sputnik, he developed a
keen interest in electronics and he
would constantly tinker with surplus
World War II gadgets, such as micro-
phones and resistors. This curiosity led
him to West Virginia University where
he received a degree in mechanical en-
gineering. Chuck continued his edu-
cation at the University of Michigan,
earning a Ph.D. in mechanical engi-
neering; he remained there for 22 years
as a professor, a dean, and university
provost.

Dr. Vest has since served as a direc-
tor of DuPont and IBM. He has held po-
sitions on an array of Federal commit-
tees and commissions, including the
President’s Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology and as vice
chair of the U.S. Council on Competi-
tiveness. Chuck has authored three
books, received honorary doctoral de-
grees from 18 universities, and was
awarded the 2006 National Medal of
Technology and the 2011 Vannevar
Bush Award.

Quite possibly, Dr. Vest’s most im-
portant achievements occurred during
his tenure as president of the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, MIT.
In his 14 years at the helm of MIT, Dr.
Vest proved a worthy advocate of more
robust communication and sharing
within the science community. Under
his extraordinary leadership, MIT
launched its OpenCourseWare initia-
tive and cofounded the Alliance for
Global Sustainability. As he will read-
ily attest, though, one of Dr. Vest’s
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proudest accomplishments at MIT was
in improving the diversity of the uni-
versity’s student body and faculty.
Chuck worked tirelessly to ensure that
opportunities at MIT were available to
anyone with the right mind and work
ethic.

In all that he has done and stood for,
Chuck has embodied what is best about
being a West Virginian and an Amer-
ican. Chuck’s passion for helping oth-
ers—whether as a teacher, an engineer,
or a leader—has impacted countless
lives and ensured his place among our
country’s most respected and honored
citizens. Dr. Charles M. Vest has long
shone as one of West Virginia’s bright-
est stars, and today it gives me great
pleasure to commend him—and thank
him—for his enormous contributions to
the Nation’s science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics enterprise.

——

GREENE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
CENTENNIAL

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I rise

today to honor an important historical
date in Greene County, MO, my home
county. October 26 was the centennial
of the historic Greene County Court-
house—the place where I worked for
more than a decade as county clerk.

The current Greene County Court-
house is actually the third built in
Greene County. The 20th century
courthouse was intended to be a uni-
fying structure for what had developed
as two communities prior to the Civil
War. Both communities came under
one municipal government in 1887, and
the new courthouse was to be a struc-
ture built between North Springfield
and the central business district. Work
to find a site was begun in 1904 and con-
cluded with the purchase of a lot on
Central Avenue in 1908.

Architect A.N. Torbitt, of Miller,
Opel and Torbitt in Jefferson City, MO,
was chosen to draft plans for the new
structure, and the cornerstone cere-
mony for the new courthouse was held
on July 16, 1910. The impressive new
building, built of Greene County Phoe-
nix stone, took nearly 2 years to com-
plete. In March 1912, the courts moved
into the new building. Even Spring-
field’s city hall took up residence
there, where it remained for more than
25 years until its move into the post of-
fice a block away.

The historic Greene County Court-
house was and remains important to
the economic growth, development and
prosperity of Springfield and Greene
County. Over the years, the courts ex-
panded to an additional judicial center
nearby, but the old courthouse remains
the center of Greene County adminis-
trative duties. Today, it is occupied by
the Greene County commissioner,
clerk, recorder of deeds, treasurer, as-
sessor and collector of revenues.

Today, the interior of the 100-year-
old courthouse is in great shape, and
plans are underway to raise funds to
replace the parapet. Past elected offi-
cials have worked to improve the
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building’s energy efficiency and main-
tain its appearance. As a former
Greene County clerk and one who has a
deep appreciation for the history of
Greene County and this grand building,
I want to express my pride in the serv-
ices that are provided in this structure
and those county employees who work
in it every day. My hope is that the
historic Greene County Courthouse has
many years of service ahead.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

WILLIAMS-CONE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

® Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
delighted to commend the Williams-
Cone Elementary School of Topsham,
ME, on being named a 2013 National
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. This
year, Williams-Cone was one of only 236
public schools across the country to re-
ceive this prestigious recognition of
high accomplishment by the U.S. De-
partment of Education.

Created in 1982, the Blue Ribbon
Schools Program honors public and pri-
vate schools that are either academi-
cally superior in their States or that
demonstrate significant gains in stu-
dent achievement. The schools singled
out for this national recognition are
models of high educational standards
and accountability.

This award recognizes the remark-
able improvements made in student
achievement rates at Williams-Cone
Elementary over the past several
years. During the 2007-2008 academic
yvear, students achieved 66 percent pro-
ficiency in reading and math. Four
years later, Williams-Cone’s approxi-
mately 200 students scored 81 percent
proficiency in reading and 77 percent in
math. These outstanding academic im-
provements can be attributed to the
positive learning environment fostered
at Williams-Cone School, where stu-
dents are encouraged to pursue their
interests, teachers instruct in innova-
tive ways, and teachers and adminis-
trators engage with families to create
a strong school community.

I am pleased that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has selected Wil-
liams-Cone Elementary School for this
well-deserved honor, and congratulate
not only the students, but also the ad-
ministrators, teachers, staff, and par-
ents on this outstanding achievement.
Together, they are making a difference
in the lives of hundreds of students and
helping them become responsible learn-
ers and engaged citizens in their com-
munity.e

———

REMEMBERING PETE CENARRUSA

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator RISCH joins me today in
honoring the life of former Idaho Sec-
retary of State Pete Cenarrusa. The
State of Idaho lost a dear friend with
the passing of Pete Cenarrusa.

Pete had a unique capacity to lead
people and institutions with good will,
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great humor and wise counsel. Pete
was a personal friend and adviser to
both of us, and we will forever remem-
ber the example he set for all public
servants.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Pete was widely respected for his integ-
rity, fairness, determination and de-
pendability. He dedicated more than 50
years to public service, serving nearly
36 years as Idaho’s Secretary of State
and nine terms in the Idaho House of
Representatives, three of which he
served as Speaker of the House. In ad-
dition to his public service, Pete ran a
successful sheep operation with his
wife of 66 years, Freda. He was also a
private pilot for 59 years and was a
high school teacher in Cambridge,
Carey and Glenns Ferry, ID. Addition-
ally, he served as a U.S. Marine Corps
officer, aviator and instructor, which
included his service as a pilot in World
War II. Further, Pete was a strong ad-
vocate for the Basque community. Pete
and Freda founded the Cenarrusa Foun-
dation for Basque Culture that has pro-
vided resources for the promotion of
the Basque culture.

Like the many people who greatly re-
spected him, Pete’s list of qualities and
experiences is remarkably long. Pete
lived life to the fullest. He developed
skills in a variety of fields and utilized
his talents and principles for the bet-
terment of Idaho. We are truly blessed
to have known Pete and to have
learned from his example of committed
service, honesty and resolve. Pete’s
long and dedicated service to the peo-
ple of Idaho will last forever. He was a
beloved public servant, rancher, pilot,
veteran, teacher, son, brother, hus-
band, father, uncle, grandfather, great-
grandfather and friend. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Freda, their fam-
ily and all of Pete’s friends.®

———

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA MATHESON

e Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and congratulate Di-
rector Sandra Matheson of the NH At-
torney General’s State Office of Vic-
tim/Witness Assistance, OVWA, for
more than 30 years of dedicated service
to the State of New Hampshire.

A former law enforcement officer and
crisis center director, Ms. Matheson
was on call to respond to homicides for
over 12 years, where she learned first
hand about the unique needs of vic-
tims. She coordinated New Hamp-
shire’s efforts to establish victim/wit-
ness services in all 10 counties and to
establish the New Hampshire Victim
Compensation Program in 1989.

During her long career, Ms. Matheson
was responsible for founding and over-
seeing the OVWA homicide victim
unit, which provides 24-hour statewide
direct services in all of the State’s
homicide cases, from death notifica-
tion throughout the judicial process.
She has also developed and presented
numerous trainings on traumatic grief
and loss, homicide, and the extensive
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