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government shutdown, on setting our 
budget priorities, and a whole host of 
other issues. Let’s let the grownups 
come back and start running things 
around here. 

I remain ready to work with people 
on both sides of the aisle. I am proud of 
my record, as the senior-most Member 
of this body, that year after year after 
year legislation I have written with 
both Republicans and Democrats as co-
sponsors has passed. The distinguished 
Presiding Officer was Governor of one 
of the great Commonwealths of this 
country, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. He brought Republicans and 
Democrats together. It was a model for 
the rest of the country. It can be done, 
but it takes grownups to do it. We are 
always going to have a few loud voices 
saying: Oh, we can’t possibly do this. 

The American public expects the peo-
ple who truly lead to be leaders. So 
let’s work with people on both sides of 
the aisle. Let’s find a solution that 
ends this needless shutdown and gets 
us and hundreds of thousands of Fed-
eral employees back to doing our work 
on behalf of the American people. That 
starts with the House voting on the 
Senate bill to reopen the American 
people’s government. 

That bill is sitting over there right 
now. Bring it to a vote. Vote to put 
Americans back to work and to reopen 
those trials to find cures for childhood 
diseases, or vote no if some wish to 
continue to be children in the sandbox. 

I am blessed with grandchildren. I 
like to think none of my grandchildren 
would act as childish as a small group 
of ultra-rightwing Republicans have in 
the House. They don’t reflect the great 
tradition of the Republican Party in 
my State or in this country. They re-
flect an atmosphere of people who care 
only for themselves. No matter what 
they say, they care only for their own 
egos and their own political future. It 
is time they started caring for the 
United States of America. 

I see nobody else seeking recognition. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum, and 
if time is being charged, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be charged on 
both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, with no-
body else seeking recognition, I ask 
unanimous consent that all time be 
yielded back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question occurs on the Bruce 

nomination. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask for 

the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of 
Colin Stirling Bruce, of Illinois, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Central District of Illinois? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY), is necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), and 
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Are there any other senators in 
the chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 213 Ex.] 

YEAS—96 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Chambliss 
Chiesa 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Franken 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagan 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (WI) 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 
Leahy 
Lee 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 

Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Portman 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Vitter 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Casey 
Coburn 

Inhofe 
Rubio 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON ELLIS NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
nomination of Sarah Lee Ellis, of Illi-
nois, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Illi-
nois? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

The Senator from California. 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period of 
morning business for debate only be ex-
tended to 7:30 p.m. and that all provi-
sions of the previous order remain in 
effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that I be recognized for such time 
as I might consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I think 
we are all in a state of shock that we 
are entering the fourth day of a gov-
ernment shutdown with no movement 
in sight. 

I wanted to go home to California to 
see how the Affordable Care Act is 
going in California since that is the 
reason the Republicans have shut down 
the government. I want to report that 
people there cannot understand why on 
Earth the Republicans want to stop the 
Affordable Care Act. They can’t believe 
that just as Californians are on the 
brink of getting millions of our citizens 
insured and small businesses are get-
ting affordable health insurance under 
the Affordable Care Act, Republicans 
not only have shut down the govern-
ment, but they are threatening default. 
And they understand that default 
would lead to economic chaos. It has 
never happened before in American his-
tory. I tried to explain to my constitu-
ents exactly what has been going on 
here, and I did it in the best way I 
could, and I think I was fair. 

The first thing: In order to keep the 
government open for 6 weeks, they 
wanted to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. They tried 43 times. That never 
worked, so then they said they would 
defund it, which everybody under-
stands that if you don’t fund it, it is 
the same thing. But we told them they 
couldn’t defund most of it because 
most of it is not appropriated funds. 
They didn’t care. They put that for-
ward. That went nowhere. 

Then they said: We won’t repeal it or 
defund it. We will delay the Affordable 
Care Act. 

We all said: If you think we are going 
to delay further the chance for millions 
of Americans to get affordable insur-
ance, we are not going to do it. This 
bill passed 31⁄2 years ago and was 
upheld by the Supreme Court. It is not 
going to happen. 

Then they said: We will just take 
part of it and stop part of it. We won’t 
allow women to get preventive serv-
ices. 

That went over like a lead balloon, 
their war on women again. They were 
saying women won’t be able to get 
tested for cervical cancer, for STDs, for 
pregnancy-related diabetes. They were 
just going to shut that part of the Af-
fordable Care Act down. Women here in 
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the Senate held a press conference, and 
they dropped that. 

Then they said: OK, we are going to 
repeal one of the revenue streams that 
is going to cost $30 billion, but we have 
no way to replace it. 

So then they actually sent us a pro-
vision that would have added $30 bil-
lion to the deficit—from the Repub-
lican Party. They say they are so fis-
cally conservative, and they actually 
sent us a provision that would cost $30 
billion with no way to pay for it. So 
that didn’t go down to well. 

This one is really beautiful. They say 
our staff and the staff of anyone work-
ing in the White House—all these peo-
ple who believe so much in giving back 
to their great country will no longer 
get the employer contribution that all 
Americans get who work for large em-
ployers. That is their great ‘‘thank 
you’’ to their staff. That is their great 
show of appreciation—besides shutting 
down the government where their staff 
is working without pay. 

So I explained this to my constitu-
ents who are trying to sign up for 
health care. 

I went to a really good community 
health care center where people are 
lining up and getting information and 
they will be signing up for health care. 

They said: Well, why would they do 
this? 

I said: Well, there is more bad news. 
We thought they would extend the debt 
ceiling, which is the way you pay for 
the debts you have already incurred. It 
is already on the credit card. We need 
to pay for that, and now they are 
threatening not to pay the bills of the 
United States of America. They are 
threatening to take this country into 
default. 

Now they are saying: Well, maybe we 
won’t do it if we can cut Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

So now they have put the Affordable 
Care Act on the line, they have put 
Medicare on the line, Medicaid on the 
line, Social Security is out there, and 
they may cause a default if we don’t 
deal with these programs that are so 
critical to our people. 

I have been around here a long time, 
and I know we have differences. But 
the President is right when he says we 
the Congress have two things we have 
to do. One of them is that we have to 
keep the doors open because we have 
passed laws and they need to be carried 
out. Keep the government open. And 
the second thing we have to do is pay 
our bills that we incurred. Raise the 
debt ceiling. So far, the Republicans 
refuse. 

We sent a clean continuing resolu-
tion over there without all this cutting 
health care, Medicare, and Social Secu-
rity that they are interested in. We 
said: Let’s just keep the government 
open and going for 6 weeks, raise the 
debt ceiling, and then of course we will 
talk about all of this. That is what we 
do. We negotiate. We talk. And the 
President is more than willing. He of-
fered the Republicans a $4 trillion def-

icit-reduction deal. They walked away. 
He is willing to talk about everything 
and anything. But you have to keep the 
government going and you have to pay 
your bills. That is the fundamental 
work we have to do. The irony, of 
course, is we get our checks. But our 
staff, they do not get their checks. The 
workers who come back because they 
are deemed essential, they are working 
without getting their pay. 

This is an outrage. Speaker BOEHNER, 
all you have to do is put the continuing 
resolution on the floor for an up-or- 
down vote. Every Democrat will vote 
for it and, at last count, the news-
papers say at least 21 Republicans. 
Open up the government. We are 
knocking on the door. Open it up. 
Guess what you will find behind the 
door? People who want to work, people 
who need a paycheck. 

I have to tell you, they passed a bill 
that says they are going to pay Federal 
workers after the shutdown, and that is 
good. They should have done that. But 
right now we hear Republicans over 
here who say they don’t really think 
that is a great idea. I have a better 
idea than even that: Open up the gov-
ernment and pay people for doing the 
jobs they were hired to do. 

I have a ranking member who has 
asked for a big hearing on climate 
change, and he wants all the adminis-
tration officials to show up. We were 
planning on that. But most of them 
have absolutely no staff, and they are 
responding to emergencies. If there is a 
chemical explosion, the chemical safe-
ty board has to respond. If there is a 
horrible coal ash spill, the EPA will 
have to respond. If there is a disastrous 
cancer hot spot, the EPA will have to 
respond. Open up the government. 
Don’t just say to people you will get 
paid so you don’t have to bother com-
ing to work. Open up the government. 
Let people work for the pay they are 
supposed to get. This is an outrage. 

I have to say when they passed over 
there ‘‘pay the workers,’’ we know why 
they did it. It was political. Because 
the heat in Virginia is so hot in this 
gubernatorial race, even the far right 
Republicans over there said to open up 
the government and fight about health 
care later. 

I have to say when I went home and 
I saw people waiting to sign up for 
coveredCA.com, I learned that on the 
first day coveredCA.com had 5 million 
hits and 500,000 distinct users. Some 
17,000 people called Covered California 
service centers and over 6,000 Califor-
nians began to sign up on the first day. 
On the second day they had 200,000 dis-
tinct users. 

They are training thousands of en-
rollment counselors there. Many of 
them are already insurance agents. 
Many of them are going to work for big 
providers like Kaiser Permanente. 
Many of them are going to be in the 
community health care centers. Why 
do the Republicans want to shut down 
the government and threaten the de-
fault of this Nation when we are on the 

brink of getting millions of people the 
health insurance they need and de-
serve? The small business community 
is going to have an opportunity to get 
better rates and better tax breaks. 

I want to talk a little bit about this 
threat of default because the threat of 
default is real. Let’s start off and go 
through a couple of charts. First of all, 
we have a new thing going on. The jun-
ior Senator from Oklahoma today said: 
Oh, you don’t default if you don’t pay 
people what they are owed, only if you 
default on interest payments. 

All of a sudden there is a new defini-
tion. But if you don’t pay Social Secu-
rity, he doesn’t consider it a default. If 
you don’t pay for Medicare, he doesn’t 
consider it a default. If you don’t pay 
contractors, he doesn’t consider it a de-
fault. 

Why don’t we go to Black’s Law Dic-
tionary: 

Default: The failure to make a payment 
when due. 

Let’s be clear, there is not one bill 
that is coming due that Congress did 
not pass. Let’s be clear. Congress 
makes the decisions on spending. We 
default when we fail to make a pay-
ment when due. They are playing, as 
Jack Lew, the Treasury Secretary, 
said, with fire—playing with fire. 

Let’s see what has been said about 
default. Default means you fail to raise 
the debt ceiling in order to accommo-
date the bills you have already in-
curred. Ronald Reagan, the hero of the 
Republican Party: 

The full consequences of a default—or even 
the serious prospect of a default—by the 
United States are impossible to predict and 
awesome to contemplate. Denigration of the 
full faith and credit of the United States 
would have substantial effects on the domes-
tic financial markets and the value of the 
dollar. 

Ronald Reagan said that in 1983. Why 
don’t the Republicans listen to their 
hero? He said even the thought of a de-
fault was dangerous for this Nation. 
The last time they played these games 
it cost billions of dollars because we 
were downgraded. Let’s look at Doug-
las Holtz-Eakin, CBO Director under 
George W. Bush, talking about default: 

It’s a bad idea, little defaults, big defaults; 
defaults, a bad idea, period, and there should 
be no one who believes otherwise. 

If they don’t listen to Ronald 
Reagan, why don’t they listen to the 
CBO Director under George W. Bush? I 
tell you, these guys are in the fringes. 
They are in the fringe lane. They are in 
the far right, and they are going to go 
off the road, and if it were just them, it 
would be one thing, but they are tak-
ing America with them. We have to 
stand up and be counted around here 
and not let this go without comment. 

Mark Zandi, he was JOHN MCCAIN’s 
economic adviser. Here is what said: 

The dark scenario is so dark I can’t imag-
ine it. 

He is talking about a default. Speak-
er BOEHNER is standing there saying: 
Well, despite the fact that you read 
that I didn’t want a default, I can’t 
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contemplate approving this without 
figuring out how to cut entitlement 
programs like Medicare and Social Se-
curity. 

I have to tell you, they are playing 
with fire. I think they have lit the 
match. Anyone who knows anything 
about economics—I happened to have 
majored in it in college, and I was a 
stockbroker for a period of time and 
know that uncertainty is the worst 
thing. The last time the Republicans 
tried this—and eventually they decided 
to back up and back off—it cost us, as 
I was saying, almost $19 billion over 10 
years in taxpayer costs. America’s 
credit rating was downgraded. Stand-
ard & Poor downgraded the U.S. credit 
rating for the first time in American 
history and the stock market sank. It 
dropped 2,000 points in July and August 
of 2011. 

That is a wonderful policy, Repub-
licans. Just keep it up. Who do you 
think you are helping? People who 
have 401(k)s? Everyone in America who 
is counting on the certainty of a gov-
ernment opening up every day in the 
greatest nation of the world? What are 
they accomplishing? The President had 
to cancel a trip to Asia that was so an-
ticipated, giving China the upper hand 
there. You have to be kidding. Who are 
you helping? 

Here is the deal. We have a health 
care program now called the Affordable 
Care Act. I will tell you the story of 
Leslie Foster, a 28-year-old freelance 
filmmaker in Hollywood. He told the 
Wall Street Journal—Leslie Foster— 
that he found a plan on Covered Cali-
fornia that will cost him only $62 a 
month. Because Leslie earns $20,000 a 
year, federal assistance will pick up 
nearly three-quarters of the cost of his 
premium. Leslie says he hasn’t had 
comprehensive health insurance since 
2006. 

I went home to be with the real peo-
ple, to see the good that we can do. Is 
the Affordable Care Act perfect? No. 
Can we fix it? Yes. Let’s talk about it. 
But don’t try to scuttle a law that is so 
important for the people of my State 
and for this country—48 million people 
who are uninsured in America today. 
They have a shot at getting insurance 
for the first time. Don’t take it away. 
Don’t threaten default, and don’t shut 
down this government—which you al-
ready did. Open it up. 

The more I think about it, they pass 
a law to pay Federal employees who 
are sitting home. Tell me how that 
makes sense. They want to come to 
work and do their jobs. They are not 
happy sitting at home, whether they 
get a check or they don’t. Open up the 
government. If you don’t like certain 
functions, fight it out during the reg-
ular order. PATTY MURRAY, the chair of 
our Budget Committee, she has asked— 
I think it is now 18 times, I could be 
wrong and I’ll correct the record if I 
am wrong—she has asked them to go to 
conference and strike a deal. Let’s sit 
down and talk. 

Senator CRUZ objected every time, 
and when he was not here Senator LEE 

objected. The far right wing does not 
want to solve this problem because 
they like the chaos. I don’t know why. 
They ought to say it to Andrew 
Stryker. He is 34 years old. He lives in 
Los Angeles. He does freelance work. 
He pays a monthly premium of around 
$600 to stay on the plan from the job he 
left 4 years ago. He has high blood pres-
sure and says he has been denied cov-
erage in the past due to a preexisting 
condition. Last Tuesday Andrew told 
the Washington Post he picked out a 
silver plan on the Covered California 
exchange. It took him a while to sign 
up for coverage due to traffic and high 
demand on day 1. He said, ‘‘ . . . it will 
save me over $6,000. For that I would 
have waited all day.’’ 

I think the Republicans should call 
up Mr. Stryker and say: Too bad. Too 
bad. You don’t mind if we delay this 
another few years, do you? 

And he would say: I sure would. I 
have a chance. 

Last week San Franciscan Paul Cello 
told KQED that he selected a plan on 
the California exchange that will save 
him more than $300 a month compared 
to what he pays now in the high risk 
pool. ‘‘It’s like a whole ’nother world,’’ 
he said. ‘‘The coverage is better, no 
preexisting condition exclusions, I will 
get mental health coverage, so there’s 
way more coverage than I had and I am 
going to be saving.’’ 

Why doesn’t JOHN BOEHNER, who is 
known to shed tears, call up Paul Cello 
and say: Gee, Mr. Cello, we are really 
sorry. We want to delay your insurance 
for a year or 2 or forever. Where is the 
emotion Speaker BOEHNER has shown 
in many other cases. Where is the emo-
tion for workers here who cannot get a 
paycheck, who are just praying to God 
the Republicans will vote on that clean 
CR and open up this government? 

We know we have disagreements. 
That is fine. We are proud of the values 
that we bring. But it is not right to 
shut down the government and cause 
so much pain. It is not right to threat-
en default and havoc in the markets, 
and havoc all across the nation. It is 
not right. They are trying to shut down 
the government, and they might de-
fault because they don’t like Medicare, 
ObamaCare, Social Security, and Med-
icaid, and they are stamping their feet 
and they are throwing a tantrum. Why 
are they inflicting so much suffering 
on our workers and on our families, but 
none on themselves? 

Note to the Republicans: You are 
protecting your pay. Give it up during 
the shutdown. 

Here in the Capitol last week we had 
a very frightening incident. It hap-
pened right outside my office. We are 
so thankful to the Capitol Police for 
rushing to save the day. A vehicle was 
being used as a weapon. They ran right 
to the trouble. A couple of them wound 
up in the hospital. They are not get-
ting paid. What do you think that does 
to the ego of people, to their feeling of 
self-worth? And these Republicans can 
get all the protection they want, and 

so do we. This is the way we value peo-
ple: Shut down the government and 
don’t give them their pay? And by the 
way, they tried to take away their em-
ployer contribution to their health 
care which is equivalent to a huge pay 
cut. Talk about values, Speaker BOEH-
NER, why don’t you get a little bit of a 
dose of Tip O’Neill? Tip O’Neill knew 
the magic of 218. He didn’t care wheth-
er it was Republicans or Democrats 
who voted. He got things done. They 
have done nothing. Just because they 
control one-half of one-third of the 
government doesn’t mean they get to 
decide everything. It doesn’t work that 
way. We have to work together. 

They don’t get to pick and choose 
what laws to enforce. If they don’t like 
them, then repeal them. Try to repeal 
the Clean Air Act. Bring it on. Try to 
repeal the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
the Super Fund Act, the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform law, and the Con-
sumer Protection Agency. Be honest. 
They don’t even like Social Security, 
they don’t like Medicare, and they 
don’t like Medicaid. If they want to 
battle that out, bring it on. We will 
battle it out. But don’t hold this whole 
country hostage and don’t hurt mil-
lions of workers. 

They did pass these little mini bills. 
We stand on the floor and talk about 
the horror stories. Oh, they passed a 
mini bill. I guess eventually they will 
send enough bills over here to open the 
whole government. Why don’t they just 
open the government? 

We cry for those people who can’t get 
into NIH trials. They have a mini bill, 
but they didn’t open the CDC and peo-
ple are not working to catch the next 
epidemic. They didn’t do anything to 
restart food inspections, and Lord 
knows we lose thousands of people a 
year from eating poisoned food. They 
will not open the EPA, and we have 
kids in Los Angeles, as we speak, who 
are very sick and ill with bloody noses. 

There is a picture in the paper I can 
show everyone. The red over here is the 
result of bloody noses from little chil-
dren who are living near an oil and gas 
operation. The day I read about it, I 
called up the EPA. They said they 
would be on it in 5 minutes, and then 
the government shut down. They don’t 
care over there. Even though 75 percent 
of the people strongly support the 
EPA, they want to get rid of it. Bring 
it on but don’t hold this country hos-
tage. 

There are 110 FAA safety inspectors 
in southern California who were fur-
loughed, 830 Bureau of Land Manage-
ment employees were sent home, and 
small businesses are not getting paid. 
We don’t even know what our unem-
ployment rate is in the greatest coun-
try in the world because the Labor De-
partment had to send home the people 
who calculate that number. 

In Santa Monica a plane crashed on 
Sunday evening and four people were 
killed. The NTSB cannot investigate— 
that is the National Transportation 
Safety Board—because the investiga-
tors are off the job. They took what 
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they learned, put it in a vault, and 
when the government reopens, they 
will take it out. In the meantime, who 
knows why it happened. Maybe it is a 
defect in the plane that we could fix for 
all planes. Maybe it is something on 
the runway. We don’t know. Maybe it 
was pilot error. All of this needs to be 
discussed and looked at. 

What they are doing is disgraceful, 
and it is unprecedented. I have looked 
back, and there have been shutdowns, 
but most lasted 1 or 2 or 3 days, but 
none of them were about repealing a 
law, let alone a signature law of a 
President—Democratic or Republican. 

The Republicans have to wake up and 
smell reality. They had an election and 
a lot of it was about the Affordable 
Care Act. They lost. Amazingly, the 
Affordable Care Act—they dubbed it 
ObamaCare—is based on a Republican 
idea of individual responsibility. We 
actually got the idea from Republicans 
and from a Republican Governor named 
Mitt Romney. They ran away from it 
because they don’t care for this Presi-
dent. Get over it. You lost. There are 
people in this Senate who ran on say-
ing they would make the Affordable 
Care Act better, but they weren’t going 
to repeal it. 

The Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission furloughed 600 employees. 
The government can’t regulate the 
markets for contracts in oil, corn, and 
metals. Commissioner Bart Chilton 
said: 

Taking our cops off the beat for even a few 
days could have disastrous impacts on these 
markets that consumers depend upon. 

We talked about the CDC. They fur-
loughed 9,000 workers who respond to 
outbreaks such as salmonella. This is 
happening at a time when an outbreak 
of hepatitis A has affected 79 people in 
California. 

We are dealing with a self-inflicted 
wound upon this Nation, a government 
shutdown that is unnecessary. We can-
not allow this to continue. So I say to 
Speaker BOEHNER, who is the architect 
of this shutdown, stop playing games 
with the lives of Americans—our work-
ers, our families, and our children. Do 
your job. Open the government. Let the 
House vote. It is pretty simple. 

We have sent a bill over there which 
funds the government. We have made a 
commitment to them that after they 
pass that and the debt ceiling, every 
single thing is on the table. 

I was thinking the other day that if 
you are a teacher and you get hired in 
a school and the school opens for work 
at 9 a.m. every morning, you have to be 
in the classroom at 9 a.m. in the morn-
ing in order to keep your job. If you 
weren’t in your classroom at 9 a.m. in 
the morning and decided that you 
wanted to do something different such 
as come in at 11 a.m., you would be 
fired. 

Our job is to keep the government 
running and pay the bills we have in-
curred. We don’t get to pick and choose 
or decide that all of a sudden in the 
middle of everything we are going to 

cancel out a law that passed 31⁄2 years 
ago. 

This is so bad that the Republican 
candidate for Governor in Virginia has 
said: Stop it. Open the government and 
then debate health care. 

The good news is Speaker BOEHNER 
could change his mind, bring up our 
bill in a few minutes’ time. I know how 
it works. I spent 10 years in the House. 
It is real easy. They take the bill, go to 
the rules committee, talk about how 
they are going to allow one or two 
amendments or none, and they could 
then actually take it up, pass it, and 
send it to the President. What would 
that do? It would reopen the govern-
ment tomorrow. It would keep the gov-
ernment open for 6 weeks while we de-
bate the bigger issues, and then we 
should raise the debt ceiling so we can 
pay the bills we have already incurred. 

It is so good to go home to your 
State and talk to people who are look-
ing at us and thinking: Why would any-
one want to close down this country 
because they don’t like the fact that 
our families can get health insurance? 
They don’t understand it. They are 
pondering it, and they are coming up 
with a tilt. 

So, Speaker BOEHNER, you are a man; 
obviously, you have deep emotions. 
Your policies and that of your party 
are hurting people, hurting children, 
hurting families, hurting the economy, 
hurting the country, and all you have 
to do is bring up a clean continuing 
resolution that we passed over here, 
thanks to Republicans who allowed us 
to bring it up and pass it, and pass it 
over there. Let’s get through this. 
Let’s restore some faith that this coun-
try can function once again. 

I thank the Presiding Officer. I yield 
the floor. 
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RETIREMENT OF DR. CLEM DOXEY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, we had 
a discussion at the Prayer Breakfast 2 
weeks ago about skin cancer, and we 
have shared a common experience in 
that we have confronted a melanoma 
at one time in our lives. 

On this Friday night Dr. Clem Doxey 
of Marietta, GA, is retiring after 43 
years as a leading dermatologist in the 
Southeast, chief of staff at Kennestone 
Hospital, and also a leading dermatolo-
gist around the United States of Amer-
ica. He is a real inspiration to me, a 
man who led me to help pass the TAN 
Act, along with Senator REID, JOHN 
MCCAIN, and others, who came together 
to bring about awareness for skin can-
cer, awareness for melanoma, and 
awareness for early detection; a citizen 
who contributed to us an idea that is 
now the law of the land in the United 
States of America and one I am sure 
will help save lives. 

Clem is retiring after many years in 
Marietta, GA, and 43 years of practice. 
He has been a leader in Rotary, a lead-
er in organizations in our community, 
a leader in our hospital, a friend to me, 
and my dermatologist. 

He graduated from the Pensacola 
School of Medicine and went straight, 
as a flight surgeon, to Vietnam in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He returned to be a 
physician and get his residency train-
ing at Tulane University Medical Cen-
ter in New Orleans, LA, and then came 
to Marietta, GA, and founded Marietta 
Dermatology, now the leading derma-
tology practice in the State of Georgia. 
He will retire this Friday night. 

I walk around on these two feet in 
part because Clem taught me early 
awareness, early identification, and the 
right practices to deal with skin can-
cer. I thank him for what he did for me 
and what he has done for countless pa-
tients over countless years in the great 
city of Marietta in the great county of 
Cobb. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MAINE AT 
FARMINGTON 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on Oc-
tober 9, 1863, the Maine legislature 
signed a charter establishing the 
State’s first public institution of high-
er education. I rise today to celebrate 
150 years of remarkable accomplish-
ments by the University of Maine at 
Farmington. 

Also, 2013 marks another significant 
anniversary: this is the 16th consecu-
tive year that the University of Maine 
at Farmington has been named to the 
U.S. News and World Report ‘‘Best Col-
lege’’ list. That same publication has 
named UMF, as it is known throughout 
Maine, a ‘‘Best Value’’ school for its 
quality programs and affordable cost. 
In addition, the Institute of Inter-
national Education and the U.S. State 
Department have recognized UMF as a 
‘‘Top Producer’’ of Fulbright Scholars, 
with 11 faculty members having re-
ceived that prestigious award. 

Such recognition is but one measure 
of UMF’s success. Another is the deep 
affection alumni and people through-
out Maine have for this remarkable in-
stitution. In 2005, I had the privilege to 
serve as honorary chairman of UMF’s 
campaign for a new Education Center 
to integrate technology with teaching 
and learning. The support from count-
less individuals, businesses, and organi-
zations was overwhelming and enabled 
a small school of just 2,000 students to 
keep pace with the top colleges and 
universities in the country. 

Responding to the needs of an ever- 
changing society is one of the richest 
traditions a college can have. The UMF 
tradition of service began in 1857, 6 
years before the charter was granted, 
when a convention of teachers from 
Franklin County, in the mountains of 
western Maine, urged the establish-
ment of an institution dedicated to 
educating educators for the benefit of 
their region and of the entire State. 
When the first class of 31 students ma-
triculated at the new Farmington Nor-
mal School the summer after the char-
ter, they did so in a setting that was 
described by a UMF historian as 
‘‘rough, crude, and plenty humble.’’ 
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