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September 27, 2013; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3287. A communication from the Chief
Judge, Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to modifications to the Jury
Plan for the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3288. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Commission’s fiscal year 2013 FAIR Act
inventory; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with amendments:

S. 15645. A bill to extend authorities related
to global HIV/AIDS and to promote oversight
of United States programs (Rept. No. 113-
112).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CRUZ:

S.J. Res. 23. A joint resolution making
continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 468
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 468, a bill to protect the health care
and pension benefits of our nation’s
miners.
S. 813
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 813, a bill to require that Peace
Corps volunteers be subject to the
same limitations regarding coverage of
abortion services as employees of the
Peace Corps with respect to coverage of
such services, and for other purposes.
S. 897
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 897, a bill to prevent the
doubling of the interest rate for Fed-
eral subsidized student loans for the
2013-2014 academic year by providing
funds for such loans through the Fed-
eral Reserve System, to ensure that
such loans are available at interest
rates that are equivalent to the inter-
est rates at which the Federal Govern-
ment provides loans to banks through
the discount window operated by the
Federal Reserve System, and for other
purposes.
S. 1459
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
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(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1459, a bill to amend title 49,
United States Code, to prohibit the
transportation of horses in interstate
transportation in a motor vehicle con-
taining 2 or more levels stacked on top
of one another.
S. 1467
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1467, a bill to establish the Office
of the Special Advocate to provide ad-
vocacy in cases before courts estab-
lished by the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978 and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1525
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1525, a bill to ensure that
the personal and private information of
Americans enrolling in Exchanges es-
tablished under the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act is secured with
proper privacy and data security safe-
guards.
S. 1535
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1535, a bill to deter terrorism, provide
justice for victims, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1551
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1551, a bill to reform the authorities of
the Federal Government to require the
production of certain business records,
conduct electronic surveillance, use
pen registers and trap and trace de-
vices, and use other forms of informa-
tion gathering for foreign intelligence,
counterterrorism, and criminal pur-
poses, and for other purposes.
S. 1564
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1564, a bill making continuing appro-
priations for veterans benefits and
services in the event of a Government
shutdown.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1567, a bill to pro-
vide for the compensation of fur-
loughed Federal employees.
S. RES. 75
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 75, a resolution condemning the
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human
Rights.
S. RES. 203
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 203, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding efforts by the United States to
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
through a negotiated two-state solu-
tion.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 2, 2013, at 10 a.m. in room SD-430
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on October 2, 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on October 2, 2013, at 10 a.m. in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“‘Continued Oversight of the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1566

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if the Senate re-
ceives a bill from the House which is
identical to S. 1566, a bill providing a
short-term extension of Iraq special
immigrant visas, as passed by the Sen-
ate, then the bill be read three times
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—H.J. RES. 70, H.J. RES. T1,
H.J. RES. 72, HJ. RES. 73; AND
H.R. 3230

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if the Senate re-
ceives from the House any of the fol-
lowing joint resolutions or bills by 11
a.m. on Thursday, October 3, those
measures be considered to have re-
ceived their second reading and objec-
tion to further proceedings considered
to have been heard under the provi-
sions of rule XIV during Thursday’s
session: H.J. Res. 70, H.J. Res. 71, H.J.
Res. 72, H.J. Res. 73; and H.R. 3230.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER
3, 2013

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 3; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day; that following any leader
remarks, the Senate be in a period of
morning business for debate only until
2 p.m. with the first hour equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first 30 min-
utes and the majority controlling the
second 30 minutes, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator BAR-
RASSO of Wyoming for up to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
HEALTH CARE EXCHANGES

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today, because Amer-
icans all across the country today are
speaking out about their personal expe-
riences with the ObamaCare exchanges
yesterday. Instead of it being as easy
as buying something from Amazon,
which the President had promised,
Americans ran into roadblocks and
technical disasters State after State.

Instead of getting good coverage,
their computers crashed. These were
not just glitches, they were system
failures to the point that in the Casper
Star Tribune, on the front page today,
it was talking about people spending
time working their way just trying—on
the computer—one little section had a
little cartoon at the bottom. The one
guy worked so hard trying to work the
computer that he ended up getting car-
pal tunnel syndrome, while trying to
get through the computer to find out
more about the costs of the Obama
health care law through the exchanges.

The Obama administration has had 3
years to prepare for the launch that oc-
curred on October 1. Even if the tech-
nology finally gets fixed, the issue of
health care will not. After people fi-
nally get a chance to examine what is
being offered to them when they make
a decision about enrolling or not under
the mandates of the law, Americans
are still going to find that the ex-
changes do not match the President’s
promise.
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Let’s think about what those prom-
ises were. Last week, the President was
in New York with Bill Clinton. They
had what seemed like an infomercial to
me. What the President said is that:
Most people will be able to shop and
compare. For many people it is going
to be cheaper than an average cell
phone bill.

The people are not going to find that
it is cheaper, even with government
subsidies, than the average cell phone
bill.

The President has also said: The
process is going to be as easy as Ama-
zon. Even if the administration is able
to paper over the many problems with
the exchanges, it is not going to be as
easy as shopping on Amazon.

Remember, from the beginning the
President said: If you like your doctor,
you can keep your doctor. We are now
seeing in State after State that the ex-
changes are such that, to try to get
costs down, they are limiting the mar-
ket in a way and the networks in a way
that fewer doctors are included, fewer
hospitals are included.

That is causing an uproar. Instead of
doubling down on a broken system, the
President should grant all Americans a
1-year delay—the exact same delay he
gave their bosses.

The President talks a lot about a
“fair shake’” for all Americans. We
heard it in his campaign speeches, and
we hear it as he goes around and talks
to groups. He uses the words quite fre-
quently.

ObamaCare, unfortunately, delivers
the exact opposite. What the President
has done unilaterally is gone outside
the law to grant special deals to almost
everyone except to people who need it
the most, which is the hard-working
American public. He basically, I be-
lieve, shut down the Federal Govern-
ment in order to continue his own pol-
icy of his health care law, picking win-
ners and losers. This can’t continue.

The good news is that today, after
once again attempting to lead from be-
hind in a crisis, the President is finally
having congressional leaders down to
the White House within the next hour
to meet with him. This is an oppor-
tunity for the President to do the right
thing, to open the government, and to
finally deliver fairness for Americans
under the health care law. After all, if
we are going to give people’s bosses a
break from the mandates of the health
care law, the President ought to give
hard-working men and women of Amer-
ica the same break. The same for Mem-
bers of Congress. If the President de-
cides that his own administration,
White House employees, and Members
of Congress have special treatment
under the health care law, that
shouldn’t be so. That should be elimi-
nated.

I do want to talk for a minute spe-
cifically about the government shut-
down. Over the past week Senate and
House Republicans have voted over-
whelmingly for legislation passed by
the House of Representatives that
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keeps government operations running.
It keeps parks open, and it Kkeeps
Americans working. Senate Democrats
have overwhelmingly rejected these
proposals and have allowed to have the
government shut down, to have the
gates closed at America’s national
parks, and to have critical services for
America’s veterans g0 unfunded
through the Veterans’ Administration.

Today or tomorrow the Senate will
have the opportunity to pass legisla-
tion from the House that will imme-
diately open our parks, fund services
offered through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and provide time-sen-
sitive funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health. We should pass these
bills. We should make sure Americans
can use these essential government
services right now.

I also would like to talk for a minute
about another looming issue that is
important to the American people, to
our Nation, and one that the President
has recently addressed. Later this
month Congress will begin debate on
the President’s sixth debt limit in-
crease, the sixth time he has come to
increase the debt limit in his 5 years of
office. The President has said he is re-
fusing to negotiate on this issue. In-
stead, I believe the President should
accept that our country can no longer
avoid a bipartisan agreement to reform
entitlements. The President can no
longer avoid a bipartisan agreement to
reform entitlements. It is the Presi-
dent’s job, responsibility, obligation,
and opportunity to lead the effort.

If the President is unwilling to seri-
ously deal with our country’s debt,
Congress is left with little choice but
to use the debt limit to force him into
fiscal solutions. The debt ceiling is
merely a symptom of a much larger ill-
ness, which is Washington’s addiction
to spending. On spending, the status
quo is not sustainable.

It is interesting how the President
has seemed to change his tune. The
President gave a number of speeches in
the Senate when he was a Senator. We
can go back and see what he said about
raising the debt ceiling. He said that
adding to the debt—of course, this was
when George W. Bush was President—
his key word was ‘‘irresponsible.”
President Obama as a Senator said it
was unpatriotic—raising the debt ceil-
ing—unpatriotic and unacceptable.
This was Barack Obama in this body,
in this Chamber, in 2006. President
Obama—at the time a Senator—actu-
ally called raising the debt ceiling ‘“‘a
failure of leadership.” Isn’t that what
the President himself should be ac-
cused of right now as he tries to do
what he so vehemently objected to
when he was in the Senate?

How bad is the situation? Well, in
September the Congressional Budget
Office reported that in the long term
defense, education, infrastructure, and
all discretionary spending will be
squeezed by entitlement programs as
well as interest on the debt. Over the
next 75 years discretionary spending
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