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October 2, 2013

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ABILITYONE PROGRAM

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, today 1
wish to recognize an organization that
has been providing opportunities for
Arkansans that are blind or visually
impaired since 1940. The Arkansas
Lighthouse for the Blind started as a
dream of a blind Methodist minister,
the late Rev. Jeff Smith, and became a
reality thanks to $100 in donations
from friends. Since those humble be-
ginnings, the Arkansas Lighthouse for
the Blind has grown into a nationally
recognized manufacturing business,
now employing over 80 people in Little
Rock.

The Arkansas Lighthouse for the
Blind is a partner of the AbilityOne
Program, a Federal purchasing pro-
gram that enables over 47,000 Ameri-
cans who are blind or severely disabled
to work and provides products and
services to Federal and commercial
customers. This year marks the 75th
anniversary of AbilityOne, and I am
pleased to have such an important or-
ganization promoting the employment
and advancement of people who are
blind and visually impaired in my
State.

Today in America, 70 percent of blind
and visually impaired working-aged
Americans are not employed. Through
the AbilityOne Program, organizations
like Arkansas Lighthouse for the Blind
harnesses the purchasing power of the
Federal government to provide quality
products and services from partici-
pating community-based nonprofit
agencies dedicated to training and em-
ploying individuals with disabilities.
These workers proudly manufacture a
wide range of paper, textile, and ap-
parel products. From the small
SKILCRAFT memo pads on our desks,
to the shirts on the backs of our men
and women in uniform, they are a part
of our American manufacturing base
that keeps our government moving
each and every day.

I have visited the Arkansas Light-
house for the Blind and had several op-
portunities to meet with their employ-
ees. During each interaction, I have
been impressed by the opportunities
this organization provides their associ-
ates, both personally and profes-
sionally. It is a place that truly lives
up to its mission and expands oppor-
tunity for persons who are blind
throughout the State. I am a proud
AbilityOne Champion and appreciate
this partnership which allows us to
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work together to expand opportunities
for individuals with disabilities.

The month of October serves as Na-
tional Disability Employment Aware-
ness Month and I recognize the Arkan-
sas Lighthouse for the Blind, as well as
the AbilityOne program, for the oppor-
tunities they have provided for Ameri-
cans with disabilities. Americans that
have worked through this program
over the years have acquired job skills
and training, received good wages and
benefits, as well as gained greater inde-
pendence and quality of life. It is for
this reason that I stand in support of
the work they do each and every day to
open doors of opportunity for Ameri-
cans who are blind or visually im-
paired.e®

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3273. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political-
Military Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an addendum to a
certification, transmittal number: DDTC
2013-1595, of the proposed sale or export of
defense articles and/or defense services to a
Middle East country regarding any possible
effects such a sale might have relating to
Israel’s Qualitative Military Edge over mili-
tary threats to Israel; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

EC-3274. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Global Strategic Af-
fairs), transmitting, pursuant to law, the De-
partment of Defense’s 2013 annual report to
Congress entitled ‘““The Worldwide Nuclear,
Biological, and Chemical Weapons and Bal-
listic and Cruise Missile Threat” (DCN OSS
2013-1593); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-3275. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Allowability of Legal Costs
for Whistleblower Proceedings’ ((RIN0750—
AI04) (DFARS Case 2013-D022)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
September 27, 2013; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-3276. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Acquisitions in Support
Operations in Afghanistan’ ((RIN0750-AH98)
(DFARS Case 2013-D009)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 27, 2013; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-3277. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Enhancement of Con-
tractor Employee Whistleblower Protec-
tions” ((RIN0750-AH) (DFARS Case 2013-
DO010)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on September 27, 2013; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-3278. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
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report of a rule entitled ‘‘Temporary Reg-
istration as a Municipal Advisor; Required
Amendments; and Withdrawal from Tem-
porary Registration” (RIN3235-AK69) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 26, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-3279. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Registration of Mu-
nicipal Advisors’ (RIN3235-AJ86) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
September 26, 2013; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3280. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Mainte-
nance, Testing, and Replacement of Vented
Lead-Acid Storage Batteries for Nuclear
Power Plants’ (Regulatory Guide 1.129, Revi-
sion 3) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on September 27, 2013; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-3281. A communication from the Chief
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘United States - Colombia Trade Pro-
motion Agreement’ (RIN1515-AD88) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on September 27, 2013; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-3282. A communication from the Chief
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘United States - Panama Trade Pro-
motion Agreement’’ (RIN1515-AD93) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on September 27, 2013; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-3283. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Certifying Officer, Financial
Management Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulatory Reorga-
nization; Administrative Changes to Regula-
tions Due to Consolidation of the Financial
Management Service and the Bureau of the
Public Debt into the Bureau of the Fiscal
Service”’ (RIN1510-AB31) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 27, 2011; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC-3284. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator, Bureau for Legislative
and Public Affairs, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report responding to
a GAO report entitled ‘‘Haiti Reconstruc-
tion: USAID Infrastructure Projects Have
Had Mixed Results and Face Sustainability
Challenges’’; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-3285. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Unique Device Identification
System” (Docket No. FDA-2011-N-0090) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 27, 2013; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3286. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, Federal Retirement
Thrift Investment Board, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Implementation of United States v. Wind-
sor” (b CFR Parts 1651 and 1690) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
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September 27, 2013; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-3287. A communication from the Chief
Judge, Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to modifications to the Jury
Plan for the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3288. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Commission’s fiscal year 2013 FAIR Act
inventory; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with amendments:

S. 15645. A bill to extend authorities related
to global HIV/AIDS and to promote oversight
of United States programs (Rept. No. 113-
112).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. CRUZ:

S.J. Res. 23. A joint resolution making
continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 468
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 468, a bill to protect the health care
and pension benefits of our nation’s
miners.
S. 813
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 813, a bill to require that Peace
Corps volunteers be subject to the
same limitations regarding coverage of
abortion services as employees of the
Peace Corps with respect to coverage of
such services, and for other purposes.
S. 897
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 897, a bill to prevent the
doubling of the interest rate for Fed-
eral subsidized student loans for the
2013-2014 academic year by providing
funds for such loans through the Fed-
eral Reserve System, to ensure that
such loans are available at interest
rates that are equivalent to the inter-
est rates at which the Federal Govern-
ment provides loans to banks through
the discount window operated by the
Federal Reserve System, and for other
purposes.
S. 1459
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
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(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1459, a bill to amend title 49,
United States Code, to prohibit the
transportation of horses in interstate
transportation in a motor vehicle con-
taining 2 or more levels stacked on top
of one another.
S. 1467
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1467, a bill to establish the Office
of the Special Advocate to provide ad-
vocacy in cases before courts estab-
lished by the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978 and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1525
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1525, a bill to ensure that
the personal and private information of
Americans enrolling in Exchanges es-
tablished under the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act is secured with
proper privacy and data security safe-
guards.
S. 1535
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1535, a bill to deter terrorism, provide
justice for victims, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1551
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1551, a bill to reform the authorities of
the Federal Government to require the
production of certain business records,
conduct electronic surveillance, use
pen registers and trap and trace de-
vices, and use other forms of informa-
tion gathering for foreign intelligence,
counterterrorism, and criminal pur-
poses, and for other purposes.
S. 1564
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1564, a bill making continuing appro-
priations for veterans benefits and
services in the event of a Government
shutdown.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1567, a bill to pro-
vide for the compensation of fur-
loughed Federal employees.
S. RES. 75
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 75, a resolution condemning the
Government of Iran for its state-spon-
sored persecution of its Baha’i minor-
ity and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human
Rights.
S. RES. 203
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 203, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate re-
garding efforts by the United States to
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
through a negotiated two-state solu-
tion.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 2, 2013, at 10 a.m. in room SD-430
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on October 2, 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on October 2, 2013, at 10 a.m. in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“‘Continued Oversight of the For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 1566

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if the Senate re-
ceives a bill from the House which is
identical to S. 1566, a bill providing a
short-term extension of Iraq special
immigrant visas, as passed by the Sen-
ate, then the bill be read three times
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—H.J. RES. 70, H.J. RES. T1,
H.J. RES. 72, HJ. RES. 73; AND
H.R. 3230

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if the Senate re-
ceives from the House any of the fol-
lowing joint resolutions or bills by 11
a.m. on Thursday, October 3, those
measures be considered to have re-
ceived their second reading and objec-
tion to further proceedings considered
to have been heard under the provi-
sions of rule XIV during Thursday’s
session: H.J. Res. 70, H.J. Res. 71, H.J.
Res. 72, H.J. Res. 73; and H.R. 3230.
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