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Senator GRAHAM’s and my bill in-

cludes $8.5 billion for global health pro-
grams. A full-year continuing resolu-
tion means $389 million less to combat 
HIV/AIDS and other preventable dis-
eases like malaria, tuberculosis, and 
pneumonia, and malnutrition. None of 
us have children or grandchildren that 
have to worry about these illnesses, 
but with the relatively small amounts 
that we spend we can save the lives of 
countless children in other countries. 

A full year continuing resolution 
would mean tens of thousands of addi-
tional deaths from these diseases. It 
means tens of thousands of additional 
children orphaned by AIDS. It means 
millions fewer life-saving immuniza-
tions for children resulting in tens of 
thousands of preventable deaths. 

For pennies we can vaccinate mil-
lions of children around the world. Are 
we going to say, instead, that we can’t 
do that because we have a political 
point to make? We are grown ups. We 
are not sound-bite aficionados. We 
should be legislators. 

The Senate bill includes $2.5 billion, 
which is $115 million above a full year 
continuing resolution, for programs in 
the poorest countries. These have bi-
partisan support, with Republicans and 
Democrats, supporting basic and high-
er education, food security, energy, and 
water and sanitation programs. 

If you don’t agree that we have a 
moral responsibility, then let’s just be 
pragmatic about our own security. Be-
cause if we don’t do this, the alter-
native to development and opportunity 
is poverty, religious extremism, 
transnational crime, and violent 
insurgencies. It is a growing reality 
across the globe, from Somalia to Mex-
ico, and it threatens our economy, our 
security, and the security of our allies. 

A government shutdown is a com-
plete failure of our responsibility as 
legislators. We are sent here to make 
decisions—not slogans—to make gov-
ernment work for the American people 
and for the good of the Nation, includ-
ing our national security and our inter-
ests around the globe. 

Over and over again there are those 
who want to give speeches, but they 
don’t want to make hard choices. They 
were elected to serve, yet they make a 
career of blaming the government. 

Funding the government by con-
tinuing resolution is irresponsible and 
it is dangerous. It diminishes our 
standing in the world. It erodes our 
leadership. It is unworthy of the Con-
gress. It is a betrayal of the people who 
sent us here. 

Let’s have, if not the courage, at 
least the honesty to bring up the ap-
propriations bills and vote on them. 
Vote yes or vote no. Stand up and be 
counted. Stop hiding behind the delay-
ing tactics and partisan sloganeering 
that have become such a tiresome re-
frain around here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am re-
minded, when I hear the distinguished 

President pro tempore of the Senate 
talk, why the people of Vermont so 
love him. 

Here is a man who has set all kinds 
of records in Vermont: the first Demo-
crat elected, and on and on, with all 
the many accolades that he has. I have 
always admired and appreciated him. 
Each day that goes by, I understand 
better than I did the last why the peo-
ple of Vermont revere this good man. 

f 

HELIUM STEWARDSHIP ACT OF 
2013 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
the Chair to lay before the Senate a 
message from the House with respect 
to H.R. 527. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House agreed to 
the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. 527) entitled ‘‘An Act to 
amend the Helium Act to complete the 
privatization of the Federal helium re-
serve in a competitive market fashion 
that ensures stability in the helium 
markets while protecting the interests 
of American taxpayers, and for other 
purposes,’’ with an amendment. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment; and 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, we 
know that in Washington, DC, it is al-
most as if there is an inexhaustible ca-
pacity to manufacture false crises. I 
am pleased to say that with today’s 
vote Congress avoided a real crisis for 
scores of American manufacturing and 
technology companies employing mil-
lions of American workers. That is be-
cause without the legislation that the 
Senate just passed, those workers and 
companies would no longer have been 
able to get access to helium, which is a 
critical industrial gas without which 
these companies cannot operate. 

In addition to avoiding an immediate 
crisis for these businesses and workers, 
the bipartisan legislation that passed 
the House of Representatives yesterday 
and the Senate today can be something 
of a model for how the Congress can 
act on must pass bills. Senator MUR-
KOWSKI and I have worked for many 
months on this legislation in the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee 
to achieve a number of goals that 
members on both sides of the aisle sup-
port. 

First, our bipartisan legislation gets 
the Federal Government out of the he-
lium business permanently—something 
that should have been done long ago. 
This bill also addresses the need to en-
sure helium supplies in the short term. 

It does this by requiring the Federal 
Government to shift from selling he-
lium at a government-set price to sell-
ing helium at a market-based priced. 

The bill does this over a 5-year period 
so that there is no panic, no sudden 
changes in supply, and American busi-
nesses can stop worrying about wheth-
er the helium supply truck is going to 
show up next month. The bill phases 
out commercial sales over the next 7 or 
8 years and then gets the Federal Gov-
ernment out of the helium business en-
tirely within 8 years by selling off the 
helium reserve. With prices for helium 
now reflecting their real value in the 
market place, the private sector will 
have the incentives it needs to invest 
in new helium supplies to replace the 
Federal reserve. 

Second, our bipartisan bill ends the 
Federal helium program in a way that 
is not only fully paid for but would ac-
tually lower the deficit by $90 million. 
I particularly want to point out the 
contributions of two of the members of 
our committee, Senators RISCH and 
FLAKE who were instrumental in ensur-
ing that while the helium program gets 
phased out some of the savings for tax-
payers should go to contribute to def-
icit reduction. So I wanted to point out 
the Senators’ role in shaping the legis-
lation to ensure a significant contribu-
tion to deficit reduction. 

Contributing to deficit reduction, 
getting a better deal for taxpayers by 
transitioning helium sales to market 
rates and completely ending a Federal 
program that has gone far longer than 
it should have are priorities that all 
senators can support. And today’s vote 
reflects that. 

But the benefits of this legislation 
are not limited to helium users and 
taxpayers. Our bipartisan legislation 
also provides one-year of funding for 
the Secure Rural School program that 
expired earlier this year. This program 
provides funding for schools, roads and 
law enforcement in hundreds of rural 
counties in 41 States where there are 
national forests. 

The expiration of the Secure Rural 
Schools Program left rural America 
out in the cold. The program needed to 
be extended for a year while the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee works on a longer term ap-
proach to meet the needs of forest de-
pendent communities around the coun-
try. 

This is a more than 100-year-old com-
mitment that the Federal Government 
made to these counties when the na-
tional forests were created and will 
have to be met one way or another. Our 
bill pays for a short-term extension of 
this program without raising taxes or 
increasing the debt. 

The bill before the Senate also in-
cludes a public-private program to help 
address the needs of one of our national 
treasures—America’s National Parks. 
The bill creates a matching fund to le-
verage a $50 million federal investment 
that must be matched dollar for dollar 
with non-Federal funding. 

The Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing earlier this 
year on the multi-billion funding back-
log that our national parks are facing. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:17 Sep 27, 2013 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G26SE6.047 S26SEPT1pw
al

ke
r 

on
 D

S
K

7T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6933 September 26, 2013 
Senator COBURN in particular has been 
a leader in pointing out the need to ad-
dress this funding shortfall. The legis-
lation that the Senate passed today 
makes a down payment toward reduc-
ing that backlog and does it in a way 
that brings private resources to the 
table. 

With legislation that passed today, 
the Senate and House have shown how 
they can act to accomplish a number of 
important goals on a bipartisan basis. 
The bill completely ends a Federal 
Government program that has outlived 
its useful life; it ensures a fair return 
for taxpayer and meets the needs of he-
lium users; it contributes $90 million to 
the Treasury for debt reduction; and it 
fulfills the Federal government’s obli-
gations to rural America all without 
raising taxes or increasing the debt. 

I also want to recognize the impor-
tant contributions of the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee and Chair-
man DOC HASTINGS in shaping the leg-
islation. The final bill was truly a bi-
partisan and bicameral effort. That is 
the way the legislative process is sup-
posed to work. 

I am pleased that the Senate and 
House have been able to find a way to 
achieve all these important goals in 
one bipartisan, bicameral bill and I 
hope as the Congress considers other 
must-pass bills to keep the government 
open and to raise the debt ceiling, 
members can work together in the 
same type of cooperative bipartisan 
way, that Senator MURKOWSKI and I 
and the other members of the Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee have 
done in passing the helium legislation. 

Mr. REID. This is a very important 
piece of legislation. I wish we could do 
a lot more like this. This is the Helium 
Stewardship Act of 2013. It is some-
thing we have had in effect since World 
War II. It is so very, very important. 

Today around America 750,000 people 
will have MRIs conducted to find out 
how sick they are or if they are hurt or 
sick. Without this bill passing, the big 
magnets they have in these machines, 
which are cooled only by one thing— 
helium—and the people who depend on 
this, the high-tech industry would have 
to go out on the spot market and buy 
this stuff, which would increase the 
price of health care delivery, and the 
making computer chips and lots of 
other things. 

It is a shame it was held up for such 
a long time for no good reason. Now we 
have passed it, and I am very happy 
that everybody allowed this to happen. 
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MAKING CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014— 
Continued 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am 
trying to move this along as quickly as 
possible. I am going to come here a lit-
tle later and ask consent that we move 
forward very quickly. 

Each day that we don’t complete the 
CR is a day closer to the government 
shutting down. I want no excuses from 

anyone about time. I don’t want any-
one to say that the majority controls 
the Senate and that we are doing any-
thing to slow down this bill. I think we 
should move as quickly as we can. It is 
to everyone’s advantage. If the House 
wants to take a look at what we have 
done, let them do that and get back to 
us as quickly as possible. We have to 
avoid this shutdown. The American 
people are afraid of what could happen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
know we have been involved in a very 
intense debate, long speeches, time 
consuming, with an opportunity to 
bring up issues that are very impor-
tant, particularly as we see that the 
executive branch of government has 
made decisions to delay so many as-
pects of health care reform. It is very 
appropriate at this time that we delve 
into the shortcomings of that great 
change in health care that the health 
care reform bill exemplifies. 

I was here yesterday, hoping to enter 
into the colloquies that were going on 
at that time led by Senator CRUZ and 
time ran out, so I am here to state 
some points I wanted to make at that 
particular time. I will start by quoting 
our second President, John Adams: 

Facts are stubborn things; and whatever 
may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the 
state of facts and evidence. 

The rhetoric surrounding this vote 
and the underlying issue has become 
all too hysterical. I would like us all to 
step back a little bit from the hysteria 
and focus on the facts. 

We have all taken to calling this leg-
islation ObamaCare. Sometimes even 
the President does. For some people, 
attaching the President’s name to this 
issue prevents people from paying at-
tention to the facts. But personalizing 
this issue should not deter us from 
looking at those facts. 

I am not going to talk about shutting 
down the Government. So much time 
and effort is being devoted to dis-
cussing a government shutdown that 
people are not paying attention to the 
facts that we ought to be looking at. 
Instead, I would like to set aside the 
hyperbolic rhetoric for a few minutes 
and focus on those facts. Let’s talk 
about the real-world effects of this Af-
fordable Care Act. 

I will start with a few comments di-
rectly from my constituents in Iowa. 
My colleagues yesterday referred to 
constituents in their respective States. 
I am only going to refer to three con-
stituent letters. 

The first one: 
I just want to share with you another 

downside caused by the Affordable Care Act. 
Besides teaching for my School District I 
also work as an adjunct instructor for var-
ious community colleges. Currently I am 
scheduled to teach four online classes at a 
community college in the summer. I just re-
ceived notice that because of the Affordable 
Care Act I am only allowed to teach two 
classes because more than that would put me 
over the 75 percent load of a full-time in-

structor. So because of ObamaCare I will lose 
$4,200 of income this summer. It will also af-
fect me at another school I teach at during 
the regular school year. I know there is not 
much you can do until the Republicans can 
regain control of the Senate but I just want-
ed you to be aware of another example of our 
current administration’s lack of foresight of 
the impact of this law on the average hard- 
working American. 

The second letter: 
As superintendent of schools, I would like 

to express to you the impact of the Afford-
able Care Act on our local schools. The in-
crease in cost, due directly to the Affordable 
Care Act will be approximately $180,000 to 
offer single health insurance to our non-cer-
tified staff. We are a combined school dis-
trict of 750 students. The affected staff mem-
bers are essentially, part-time, hourly em-
ployees who work 6.5 hours each day, 180 
days per year. The only other option is to re-
duce hours for employees working directly 
with our highest need students. 

Additionally, we are planning on being re-
quired to pay an additional $17,500 in addi-
tional fees and taxes associated with the Af-
fordable Care Act in the first year. 

Schools in Iowa can’t pass that increase 
cost on to consumers, like private industry. 
We are budget restricted, so any increase in 
employee cost means an equal dollar amount 
reduction in staff, classroom materials/sup-
plies, curriculum materials, field trips, all 
areas that strike pretty close to the child. 

This cost increase associated with the Af-
fordable Care Act will most definitely result 
in reduced educational opportunities and in-
creased class size. 

One final letter: 
I am a para-educator. I am writing in re-

gards to President Obama’s healthcare ini-
tiative. 

I’ve been told by my employer that next 
year my hours will be cut from full time to 
29 hours a week because if I work more than 
30 hours a week, they will be required by the 
new healthcare plan to provide me with in-
surance. 

This bothers me a great deal for a number 
of reasons: it causes stress, instability, and 
disruption to the special needs students I 
work with, I get a smaller paycheck, and it’s 
very unfair. In addition, I’m bothered by the 
lack of foresight that went into making this 
law. It seems grossly unfair to me. I do my 
job well, I’m committed and invested in it, 
and I want to work, but am now being told 
that I can’t work as much because of a law 
I didn’t ask for and that won’t benefit me. 
I’m sure my employer is not the only one 
that is cutting hours because of the insur-
ance requirement. It seems that the people 
that this law was intended to help are being 
hurt instead. 

Please consider any actions you can to 
stop this law. 

My constituents are feeling the im-
pact of this law. This is real. It is not 
some made-up political stunt. It is hap-
pening all over this great country of 
ours. 

Let’s start with the grocery store 
chain, Trader Joe’s. 

After extending health care coverage 
to many of its part-time employees for 
years, Trader Joe’s has told workers 
who log fewer than 30 hours a week 
that they will need to find insurance 
on the exchanges next year. 

Then there is Five Guys, the national 
restaurant chain that started here in 
Washington, DC. The prices of burgers 
and hot dogs are going to rise to cover 
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