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In the face of this and the other as-
pects of the law that are not ready—
many of them by the President’s own
admission—if the administration goes
ahead with this law anyway, we know
ObamaCare will be implemented in a
manner that is manifestly unfair and
that is likely to harm hard-working
Americans. Big business, unions, and
other special interests may well all re-
ceive special treatment under
ObamaCare while the rest of the coun-
try will be forced into ObamaCare’s un-
fair, unworkable, and fundamentally
unsound system.

We know the law is unaffordable. We
know it will be bad for the economy.
At a time when we are running annual
deficits approaching $1 trillion,
ObamacCare is going to cost roughly $2
trillion over the next 10 years. The law
is forcing employers to shed workers,
cut back hours, and stop providing
health insurance for employees. And
we know it is not going to work. The
Congressional Budget Office recently
concluded that after 10 years of
ObamaCare, 31 million Americans will
still lack health insurance.

We understand these are inconven-
ient facts for the President and for
Members of this body who still support
this law. But those are the facts, and
we have a responsibility to do some-
thing about it.

How many more people will have to
lose their jobs, wages, and health care
benefits before Congress acts? How
many more States will have to an-
nounce that premiums are going up be-
fore we do something to protect the
country? If the President won’t act to
protect the American people from this
law and its harmful effects, Congress
should.

Last Friday a wunified Republican
House showed tremendous courage in
enacting legislation, knowing full well
what the media would say, what the
President would say, and what Demo-
crats on both sides of the Capitol would
say. Two hundred twenty-eight Repub-
licans responded to the will of the
American people and overwhelmingly
passed a bill that would fund govern-
ment and protect the country from
ObamaCare. Only one party has voted
to fund the government. Only one
party has voted to avoid a government
shutdown. Right now the ball is in the
Senate’s court.

Once the ball has reached the Senate,
as has now happened, the Senate can
respond in one of several ways. Basi-
cally, I see three options on the table,
two of which are perfectly appropriate,
one of which is unacceptable.

The first option would be for this
body, under the leadership of our ma-
jority leader, to take a vote on the
House-passed continuing resolution—
the House-passed continuing resolution
that keeps government funded but
defunds ObamaCare—and to give that
an up-or-down vote, to vote on that
bill, as is, without any modification.

The second approach would be to
open it for an open amendment process,
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to allow us to debate and discuss and
consider amendments on the House-
passed bill as each individual Senator
might deem appropriate for this body
to consider.

Both of these first two options are
appropriate. Both of these first two op-
tions are understandable and accept-
able under the totality of the cir-
cumstances. Some might naturally
lean toward the first option, moving
quickly to consideration of the House-
passed bill in an as-is condition, given
the fact that we are T-minus 7 days and
a few hours until the existing con-
tinuing resolution expires on midnight
of next Monday night. We are a little
over 7 days before that continuing res-
olution expires. So under those cir-
cumstances many of us might suggest
the best option might be to take that
first approach, for the Senate to open
this for a vote on the House-passed
continuing resolution in as-is condi-
tion.

But if this body doesn’t want to do
that, if it wants to amend the House-
passed continuing resolution, it would
still be appropriate for us to have an
amendment process. But that needs to
be an open amendment process, one
that is appropriate for this body—a
body that many have described as the
world’s greatest deliberative body. If in
fact it is great and deliberative, if in
fact we want to continue this tradi-
tion, then we need to have an open
amendment process when amendments
are considered.

The third option I referred to, the op-
tion I would consider unacceptable,
would be an option in which the major-
ity leader would use a procedural trick
to allow the majority party to gut the
House-passed continuing resolution, re-
moving its single most significant pro-
vision without allowing even consider-
ation of one single additional amend-
ment. This is not OK.

What I am saying is we need to either
pass the bill as is—pass it or don’t pass
it—or we need to open the amendment
process so all Members of this body
have the opportunity to introduce and
vote on amendments as each individual
Senator deems appropriate. Those are
the only two acceptable options.

It would not be an acceptable option
if the majority leader were to decide to
use a procedural trick to allow only
one amendment—an amendment that
would gut the House-passed continuing
resolution and effectively negate its
single most distinguishing provision.

The question that leaves us with is
that once this bill comes up in this
body, will we as Senators be coura-
geous? Will we do the right thing for
the American people or will Senate
Democrats threaten to shut down the
government in order to protect an ill-
conceived, unworkable, unaffordable,
and fundamentally unfair law?

There is no doubt that many voices
will say we can’t win this fight, but I
am not so sure. Two months ago these
same voices said we could not and
would not get this far. They said this

September 23, 2013

effort would amount to bad politics.
They said this simply would not work
in the Congress as it exists in 2013. And
they were wrong. They were wrong be-
cause what the House of Representa-
tives passed on Friday is what the
American people have been demanding,
and they have been demanding it over-
whelmingly. They have demanded that
Congress act to keep the government
open and functioning while protecting
the American people from the harmful,
potentially devastating effects of
ObamaCare. That is why I believe we
can win.

The Senate majority may have the
upper hand, but the American people
will and always must have the last
word.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 195, H.J. Res. 59, a
joint resolution making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2014, and for other
purposes.

Harry Reid, Barbara A. Mikulski, Carl
Levin, Patrick J. Leahy, Elizabeth
Warren, Charles E. Schumer, Richard
J. Durbin, Christopher A. Coons, Chris-
topher Murphy, Edward J. Markey,
Patty Murray, Tim Kaine, John D.
Rockefeller IV, Bill Nelson, Angus S.
King, Jr., Benjamin L. Cardin, Kirsten
E. Gillibrand.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum under rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF
AMERICORPS
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise

today to recognize volunteers doing ex-
traordinary service to our country.
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Twenty years ago, on September 21,
President Clinton signed the National
and Community Service Trust Act of
1993, establishing the Corporation for
National and Community Services and
its three main programs: AmeriCorps,
Senior Corps, and Learn and Serve
America.

In Illinois and across the Nation, vol-
unteers of all ages and backgrounds are
stepping up to help others. More than
800,000 people have served as
AmeriCorps members since 1994, and
more than 1 billion hours have been in-
vested in improving lives and strength-
ening communities. In Illinois, 30,000
Illinois residents have served 37 million
hours through AmeriCorps, qualifying
for Segal AmeriCorps Education
awards of $93 million.

This year, more than 3,600 Illinoisans
joined AmeriCorps to engage in results-
driven service that meet education, en-
vironmental, health, economic, and
other pressing needs in communities
across our State. Young men and
women in AmeriCorps accept chal-
lenging assignments in tough towns
and neighborhoods.

When the town of Joplin, MO, was
devastated by a tornado in 2011,
AmeriCorps members from Belleville,
IL, helped with the recovery effort and
with rebuilding the community. When
low-income families are cash-strapped
and hungry during the holidays, mem-
bers of AmeriCorps prepare festive and
nutritious meals at a community cen-
ter in their neighborhood. Some volun-
teers have collected used children’s
books for underserved preschool pro-
grams in southern Illinois commu-
nities. AmeriCorps members have pro-
vided tutors and mentors to strengthen
literacy programs in approximately 30
local grade schools.

These are a few examples of the serv-
ice we see from AmeriCorps members.
For their hard work, we pay them a few
cents more than minimum wage and
give them an educational grant to help
fund their college expense.

In 2009, President Barack Obama
signed the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act to expand AmeriCorps and
volunteer opportunities in six key
areas: disaster services, economic op-
portunity, education, environmental
stewardship, healthy futures, and vet-
erans and military families. I was hon-
ored to join my colleagues in support
of this legislation and President
Obama’s national call to service.

These volunteer hours and this com-
mitment can make a tremendous dif-
ference in giving people some hope and
in giving them the basics that they
need to survive. That volunteer spirit
is part of America. It is an American
value we cherish.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing the hard work of these vol-
unteers as the AmeriCorps celebrates
its 20th anniversary.
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ENERGY SAVINGS AND INDUS-
TRIAL COMPETITIVENESS ACT

FOREST PRODUCTS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to speak
today and offer some clarity about the
treatment of wood products in the
amendment that Senator WICKER and
Senator LANDRIEU have offered with re-
gard to green building standards. I
commend Senator WICKER for his hard
work on this amendment, which will
update the current EISA statute to re-
flect the evolution of green building
rating systems and create a more stra-
tegic approach for the Federal Govern-
ment so that we have the highest per-
forming, most efficient, and most cost-
effective buildings while also taking
advantage of an abundant domestic re-
source.

Mr. WICKER. The amendment I have
introduced with Senator LANDRIEU ad-
dresses a number of issues that are im-
portant to America’s forest products
industry. In particular, the amendment
specifies that the Department of En-
ergy and the General Services Adminis-
tration must allow the use of multiple
green building rating systems. A vol-
untary standard endorsed by the Fed-
eral Government can wield immense
influence over green building specifica-
tions in the Federal sector and broader
commercial marketplace. DOE and
GSA must support competition and
allow the free market to produce the
best energy-efficient buildings at the
lowest costs.

The intention of section 406(3)(G) of
our amendment is to direct GSA and
DOE to adopt a policy that provides eq-
uitable treatment to all domestic
sources of sustainable wood. It is sim-
ply unacceptable for the Federal Gov-
ernment to endorse a standard that
discriminates against domestically
sourced, sustainable U.S. wood.

Wood is an ideal green building mate-
rial because it is renewable, stores car-
bon, and is energy efficient. According
to objective criteria, the majority of
the domestic wood products industry is
sustainably managed and endorsed
internationally. In addition, the forest
products industry employs nearly 1
million men and women in well-paying
jobs, including more than 123,000 in my
home State of Mississippi. There is no
reason to shut out the wood products
being produced in our own backyard in
favor of imported substitutes. Our in-
tention is to provide an equal playing
field that keeps Mississippi wood—as
well as wood from other states—a vital
component of federal green building
policy.

Mr. PORTMAN. I agree with the Sen-
ator. We have a lot of hard-working
Americans who are employed by this
industry, and we need to ensure that
there is a level playing field for them
so that the Federal Government’s
green building policy doesn’t stand in
the way of bringing sustainably pro-
duced domestic wood to market. I
would also emphasize that wood is a
vital component of sound architectural
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design and construction, in addition to
being a renewable resource that seques-
ters huge amounts of carbon. This
amendment strengthens our bill by
making clear that green building pro-
grams avoid discriminatory or arbi-
trary provisions and ensuring that they
consider environmental impacts across
the entire life cycle of a building mate-
rial or product by incorporating Life
Cycle Assessment.

Mr. WICKER. I thank the Senator.
We believe this amendment is a step
forward to ensure GSA and DOE’s
green building policies support domes-
tically sourced wood. I look forward to
working with the Senator and com-
mittee leadership as this legislation
moves forward.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill and joint resolution,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 3102. An act to amend the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008; and for other purposes.

H. J. Res. 59. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 2014,
and for other purposes.

At 2:23 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1526. An act to restore employment
and educational opportunities in, and im-
prove the economic stability of, counties
containing National Forest System land,
while also reducing Forest Service manage-
ment costs, by ensuring that such counties
have a dependable source of revenue from
National Forest System land, to provide a
temporary extension of the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination
Act of 2000, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1526. An act to restore employment
and educational opportunities in, and im-
prove the economic stability of, counties
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