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September 19, 2013

SENATE RESOLUTION 246—RECOG-
NIZING HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH AND CELEBRATING THE
HERITAGE AND CULTURE OF
LATINOS IN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE IMMENSE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LATINOS TO THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr.
BENNET, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. COONS, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. HAGAN,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KAINE, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. NELSON, Mr. REED, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
UDALL of Colorado, Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, Mr. WARNER, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. HELLER, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. ENzI, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Mr. CARDIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 246

Whereas from September 15, 2013 through
October 15, 2013, the United States celebrates
Hispanic Heritage Month;

Whereas the Census Bureau estimates the
Hispanic population in the United States at
over 53,000,000 people, making Hispanic
Americans the largest racial or ethnic mi-
nority group in the United States overall
and in 21 individual States;

Whereas the United States Hispanic popu-
lation is ranked 2nd worldwide, exceeding
the size of every country except Mexico;

Whereas 8 States in the United States had
1,000,000 or more Latino residents in 2012,
inlcuding Arizona, California, Colorado,
Florida, Illinois, New Jersey, New York, and
Texas;

Whereas Latinos grew the United States
population by 1,100,000 between July 1, 2011
and July 1, 2012, accounting for nearly half of
all population growth during this period;

Whereas the Hispanic population in the
United States 1is projected to grow to
128,800,000 by 2060, at which point the His-
panic population will comprise 31 percent of
the total United States population, which is
nearly double the 2012 percentage;

Whereas 1 in 4 public school students in
the United States is Hispanic, and the total
number of school-age Hispanic children in
the United States is expected to reach
28,000,000 by 2050;

Whereas 19 percent of all college students
between the ages of 18 and 24 years old are
Hispanic, making Hispanics the largest ra-
cial or ethnic minority group on college
campuses in the United States, including
both 2-year community colleges and 4-year
colleges and universities;

Whereas a record 11,200,000 Latinos voted
in the 2012 presidential election, rep-
resenting a record 8.4 percent of the elec-
torate in the United States;

Whereas the annual purchasing power of
Hispanic Americans is an estimated
$1,200,000,000,000 and is expected to grow to
$1,500,000,000,000 by 2015;

Whereas there are approximately 3,000,000
Hispanic-owned firms in the United States,
supporting millions of employees nationwide
and contributing more than $500,000,000,000 in
revenue to the economy of the United
States;

Whereas Hispanic-owned businesses rep-
resent the fastest-growing segment of small
businesses in the United States, with His-
panic entrepreneurs starting businesses at
more than double the national rate;

Whereas as of August 2013, nearly
25,000,0000 Hispanic workers represented 16
percent of the total civilian labor force in
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the United States and the share of Latino
labor force participation is expected to grow
to 18.5 percent by 2020;

Whereas Latinos have the highest labor
force participation rate of any racial or eth-
nic group (66.3 percent compared to 63.2 per-
cent overall);

Whereas Hispanic Americans serve in all
branches of the Armed Forces and have
bravely fought in every war in the history of
the United States;

Whereas as of July 31, 2013, 162,717 Hispanic
active duty service members served with dis-
tinction in the Armed Forces of the United
States;

Whereas as of June 30, 2013, a total of 82,343
Hispanics had served in Afghanistan;

Whereas as of September 2013, 668 United
States military fatalities in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan have been Hispanic;

Whereas more than 80,000 Hispanics served
in the Vietnam War, representing 5.5 percent
of individuals who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for the United States in the conflict,
even though Hispanics comprised only 4.5
percent of the population of the United
States at the time;

Whereas 140,000 Hispanic soldiers served in
the Korean War;

Whereas as of September 2013, there are an
estimated 1,377,000 Hispanic veterans of the
Armed Forces of the United States;

Whereas 44 Hispanic Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
enemy force that can be bestowed on an indi-
vidual serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States;

Whereas Hispanic Americans are dedicated
public servants, holding posts at the highest
levels of government, including 1 seat on the
Supreme Court, 3 seats in the Senate, 35
seats in the House of Representatives, and 1
seat in the Cabinet; and

Whereas Hispanic Americans harbor a deep
commitment to family and community, an
enduring work ethic, and a perseverance to
succeed and contribute to society: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Hispanic
Heritage Month from September 15, 2013
through October 15, 2013;

(2) esteems the integral role of Latinos and
the manifold heritage of Latinos in the econ-
omy, culture, and identity of the United
States; and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe Hispanic Heritage Month with appro-
priate programs and activities that celebrate
the cultural contributions of Latinos to
American life.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 247—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 16 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 20, 2013, AS “NATIONAL
HEALTH INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY WEEK” TO RECOGNIZE
THE VALUE OF HEALTH INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY IN TRANS-
FORMING AND IMPROVING THE
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FOR ALL
PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr.
THUNE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 247

Whereas health information technology
has been recognized as an essential tool for
improving patient care, ensuring patient
safety, stopping duplicative tests and paper-
work, and reducing healthcare costs;
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Whereas the Center for Information Tech-
nology Leadership has estimated that the
fully realized implementation of national
standards for interoperability and the ex-
change of health information could produce
significant savings in healthcare costs;

Whereas the use of health information
technology enables providers to utilize inno-
vative tools to provide more efficient, per-
sonalized, and better coordinated care, and
helps patients be more engaged in managing
their own treatment;

Whereas Congress has made a commitment
to realizing the benefits of health informa-
tion technology, including supporting the
adoption of electronic health records that
will help to reduce costs and improve quality
while ensuring the privacy of patients;

Whereas the adoption of electronic health
records more than doubled for physician
practices and more than quadrupled for hos-
pitals between 2008 and 2012;

Whereas it is necessary to continue im-
proving the exchange of health information
confidently and securely between different
providers, systems, and insurers—a task that
is  foundational to transforming  the
healthcare delivery system of the United
States;

Whereas aligning the use of electronic
health records with other reporting efforts is
critical to improving clinical outcomes for
patients, controlling costs, and expanding
access to care through the use of technology;
and

Whereas, since 2006, organizations across
the United States have united to support Na-
tional Health Information Technology Week
to improve public awareness of the benefits
of improved quality and cost efficiency of
the healthcare system that the implementa-
tion of health information technology could
achieve: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 16
through September 20, 2013, as ‘‘National
Health Information Technology Week’’;

(2) recognizes the value of information
technology and management systems in
transforming healthcare for the people of the
United States; and

(3) calls on all interested parties to pro-
mote the use of information technology and
management systems to transform the
healthcare system of the United States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 248—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 22, 2013, AS
“NATIONAL FALLS PREVENTION
AWARENESS DAY” TO RAISE
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGE
THE PREVENTION OF FALLS
AMONG OLDER ADULTS

Mr. NELSON (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mr. COONS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
KING, and Mr. CASEY) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 248

Whereas older adults, 656 years of age and
older, are the fastest-growing segment of the
population in the United States, and the
number of older adults in the United States
will increase from 35,000,000 in 2000 to
72,100,000 in 2030;

Whereas 1 out of 3 older adults in the
United States falls each year;

Whereas falls are the leading cause of
death and hospital admissions for injuries
among older adults;

Whereas, in 2010, approximately 2,300,000
older adults were treated in hospital emer-
gency departments for fall-related injuries,
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and more than 650,000 were subsequently hos-
pitalized;

Whereas, in 2010, more than 21,000 older
adults died from injuries related to uninten-
tional falls;

Whereas the total annual medical cost of
fall-related injuries for older adults is esti-
mated at $30,000,000,000;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimate that if the rate of
increase in falls is not slowed, the total an-
nual medical cost of fall-related injuries for
older adults will reach $59,600,000,000 by 2020;
and

Whereas evidence-based programs show
promise in reducing falls by utilizing cost-ef-
fective strategies, such as comprehensive
clinical assessments, exercise programs to
improve balance and health, medication
management, vision correction, and reduc-
tion of home hazards: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 22, 2013, as ‘‘Na-
tional Falls Prevention Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes that there are proven, cost-
effective falls prevention programs and poli-
cies;

(3) commends the Falls Free Coalition and
the falls prevention coalitions in 42 States
and the District of Columbia for their efforts
to work together to increase education and
awareness about the prevention of falls
among older adults;

(4) encourages businesses, individuals, Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, the pub-
lic health community, and health care pro-
viders to work together to raise awareness of
falls in an effort to reduce the incidence of
falls among older adults in the United
States;

(5) urges the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to continue developing and
evaluating interventions to prevent falls
among older adults that will translate into
effective community-based falls prevention
programs;

(6) urges the Administration for Commu-
nity Living, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and associated partners to
continue to promote evidence-based pro-
grams and services in communities in the
United States to reduce the number of older
adults at risk for falls;

(7) encourages State health departments,
which provide significant leadership in re-
ducing injuries and injury-related health
care costs by collaborating with organiza-
tions and individuals, to reduce falls among
older adults; and

(8) encourages experts in the field of falls
prevention to share their best practices so
that their success can be replicated by oth-
ers.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 249—AU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. BAUCUS submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on Fi-
nance; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 249

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Finance is authorized from
October 1, 2013, through September 30, 2014,
and October 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015,
in its discretion (1) to make expenditures
from the contingent fund of the Senate, (2)
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to employ personnel, and (3) with the prior
consent of the Government department or
agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or
agency.

SEC. 2.(a) The expenses of the committee
for the period from October 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, under this resolution
shall not exceed $7,993,936, of which amount
(1) not to exceed $30,000 may be expended for
the procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. T2a(i))),
and (2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))).

(b) For the period from October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, expenses of the
committee under this resolution shall not
exceed $3,330,807, of which amount (1) not to
exceed $12,500 may be expended for the pro-
curement of the services of individual con-
sultants, or organizations thereof (as author-
ized by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(i))), and
(2) not to exceed $4,167 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))) .

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2015.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from October 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, and October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.”

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 250—AU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE COMMITTEE ON THE BUDG-
ET

Mrs. MURRAY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on the Budget; which was referred to
the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration:

S. RES. 250

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under Rule XXV of such rules,
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including holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of Rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on the Budget is authorized from
October 1, 2013, through September 30, 2014
and October 1, 2014, through February 28,
2015, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or
agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period October 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2014, under this resolution shall
not exceed $5,997,777, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $60,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(i))),
and (2) not to exceed $36,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))).

(b) For the period October 1, 2014, through
February 28, 2015, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,499,074, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$25,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(i))), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $15,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946
(2U.8.C. 72a()))).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2015.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from October, 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, and October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations’.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1958. Mr. MCCONNELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 1392, to promote energy savings
in residential buildings and industry, and for
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