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‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Proceeds deposited in
the State renewable energy account shall be
used by the Secretary, subject to annual ap-
propriations, for a program to provide
grants—

‘‘(i) to the State agency responsible for ad-
ministering a fund to promote renewable en-
ergy generation for customers of the State
or an alternative agency designated by the
State; or

‘“(ii) if no agency described in clause (i), to
the State agency developing State energy
conservation plans under section 362 of the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act (42
U.S.C. 6322).

‘(B) USE.—The grants shall be used for the
purpose of—

‘(i) promoting renewable energy produc-
tion; and

‘(ii) providing energy assistance and
weatherization services to low-income con-
sumers.

‘(C) CRITERIA.—The Secretary may issue
guidelines and criteria for grants awarded
under this paragraph.

‘(D) STATE-APPROVED FUNDING MECHA-
NIsMS.—At least 756 percent of the funds pro-
vided to each State for each fiscal year shall
be used to promote renewable energy produc-
tion through grants, production incentives,
or other State-approved funding mecha-
nisms.

‘“(E) ALLOCATION.—The funds shall be allo-
cated to the States on the basis of retail
electric sales subject to the renewable elec-
tricity standard under this section or
through voluntary participation.

‘“(F) RECORDS.—State agencies receiving
grants under this paragraph shall maintain
such records and evidence of compliance as
the Secretary may require.”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The
table of contents of the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. prec.
2601) is amended by adding at the end of the
items relating to title VI the following:

““Sec. 609. Rural and remote communities
electrification grants.
““Sec. 610. Renewable electricity standard.”.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 18, 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 18, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
18, 2013, at 10 a.m. in room 406 of the
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Dirksen Senate office building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Implementing
MAP-21’'s Provision to Accelerate
Project Delivery.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 18, 2013.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 18, 2013, at 10 a.m. in room
SD-430 of the Dirksen Senate office
building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 18, 2013, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on September 18, 2013, in room SD-
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on September 18, 2013, at 10 a.m.,
in room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Reevaluating the Effective-
ness of Federal Mandatory Minimum
Sentences.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Small Business and entrepre-
neurship be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on September
18, 2013, at 10 a.m. in Room 428A Rus-
sell Senate Office Building to conduct
a roundtable entitled ‘‘Closing the
Wealth Gap: Empowering Minority
Owned Businesses to Reach Their Full
Potential for Growth and Job Cre-
ation.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Special
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Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
September 18, 2013, to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Older Americans: The
Changing Face of HIV/AIDS.”

The Committee will meet in room 562
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
beginning at 2 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Policy be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 18, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Implementa-
tion of the Biggert-Waters Flood Insur-
ance Act of 2012: One Year After Enact-
ment.”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION,
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Subcommittee on Hous-
ing, Transportation, and Community
Development be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
September 18, 2013, at 10:30 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Recovering
From Superstorm Sandy: Assessing the
Progress, Continuing Needs, and Re-
building Strategy.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS PRO-
GRAM WORKERS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Res. 164 and the Senate
proceed to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 164) designating Octo-
ber 30, 2013, as a national day of remem-
brance for nuclear weapons program work-
ers.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

164) was
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NATIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING
INSTITUTIONS WEEK

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to
the consideration of S. Res. 240, which
was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 240) designating the
week beginning September 15, 2013, as ‘‘Na-
tional Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

240) was
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ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2013

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it adjourn until 9:30
a.m. on Thursday, September 19, 2013,
and that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business for 1 hour,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half; and that fol-
lowing morning business the Senate re-
sume consideration of S. 1392, the En-
ergy Savings and Industrial Competi-
tiveness Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S6609

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. There being no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:07 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
September 19, 2013, at 9:30 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

UNITED STATES TAX COURT

TAMARA WENDA ASHFORD, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A
JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES TAX COURT FOR A TERM
OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE MARY ANN COHEN, RETIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

RICHARD STENGEL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY, VICE TARA
D. SONENSHINE.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LESLIE RAGON CALDWELL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AN
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, VICE LANNY A.
BREUER, RESIGNED.
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