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Alternatives’ on the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium Seafood Watch list, certified sustainable
by the Marine Stewardship Council, or iden-
tified by an equivalent program that has
been approved by the NPS.

Within the week, I was hearing from
constituents, and they were not happy.
Digging further into the origins led to
policies developed by the Department
of Health and Human Services and the
General Services Administration that
served as precursors to the NPS Guide-
lines, and an indication that this is a
broader problem within the Federal
Government.

How bad could this be? Why are these
guidelines a problem? Why I am so con-
cerned? Before delving into those ques-
tions, I want to acknowledge what
some of you may know: Alaska salmon
is a ‘Best Choice’ according to the
Monterey Bay Aquarium. You can
check your smart phone app. Problem
solved, no impediment to the Park
Service allowing its vendors to serve
Wild Alaska salmon to its visitors, or
any other Federal agency creating a
problem for wild Alaska seafood . . .
right? Wrong! It is a problem, a big
problem, and here is why.

I believe it is bad Federal policy to
allow third party certifiers, including
Non-Governmental Organizations,
NGOs, from the UK, to be the arbiters
of what seafood is allowed to be sold in
National Parks, or procured by Federal
agencies. Not too long ago, wild Alaska
salmon served as the flagship species
for—MSC. Now MSC is disparaging the
“‘sustainability’” of Alaska salmon.
These NGOs have political agendas,
lack transparency, and are soliciting
payment for their certification
schemes. These NGOs are meddling,
and their efforts to usurp Federal and
State management expertise is harm-
ing U.S. seafood interests. What start-
ed as voluntary efforts to differentiate
well-managed fisheries, to create mar-
ket value for seafood products, to re-
ward responsible fishermen and proc-
essors, has turned into an aggressive
scheme apparently intent on taking
over federal and state management re-
sponsibilities, intruding into the fabric
of fisheries management in my State
and around the country. The U.S. cur-
rently spends almost a billion tax dol-
lars each year to sustainably manage
American fisheries in compliance with
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. There is no
reason to let groups with no account-
ability interfere with this process.

On July 12 I sent a letter to HHS,
GSA, and the Park Service stating my
concerns, defending wild Alaska sea-
food, and requesting that all three
agency heads meet with me to discuss
how to change these guidelines. At an
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee oversight hearing on the Park
Service’s maintenance backlog, I ques-
tioned Director Jarvis on this issue.
When Director Jarvis responded that
he would make sure wild Alaska sea-
food would be included, I said that is
not good enough, this is a national
issue important to seafood interests
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around the country, and federal agency
regulations, policies and guidelines
need to be changed to eliminate the
references to third party certification
NGOs.

The bill I am introducing today will
prohibit any U.S. Federal agency from
requiring or endorsing the use of any
third party non-governmental organi-
zation’s label, criteria or other scheme
to certify fish or seafood as sustain-
able. This prohibition will apply to any
federal agency’s purchase of fish or sea-
food, the sale of fish or seafood by a
vendor or lessee on federal land or
property, and any reference to a sea-
food sustainability standard developed
by a third party non-governmental or-
ganization in any regulation, policy or
guideline.

This is the right Federal policy for
the Alaska seafood industry, and for
our Nation’s fishermen and coastal
communities that depend on healthy
and sustainable fisheries. It also is the
right policy to ensure that hard work-
ing fishermen and the coastal commu-
nities that depend on them are not dis-
advantaged by the agenda of several
misguided NGOs.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for him-
self, Mr. BROWN, Mr. HARKIN,
and Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota):

S. 1523. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code to make permanent
qualified school construction bonds and
qualified zone academy bonds, to treat
qualified zone academy bonds as speci-
fied tax credit bonds, and to modify the
private business contribution require-
ment for qualified zone academy bonds;
to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today I am proud to partner with Sen-
ator SHERROD BROWN to introduce the
Rebuilding America’s Schools Act.
This legislation would provide a per-
manent path forward so our Nation’s
students can learn in high-quality set-
tings. Investing in education is key to
the future success of our Nation, so we
have to make choices that support
teachers and strong -curricula, text-
books, and technology. We must also
invest in school facilities.

Studies show that the learning envi-
ronment affects students’ academic
achievement, as well as their behavior.
It also makes a difference in the effec-
tiveness of teachers. When the Depart-
ment of Education asked principals
about the caliber of their facilities in
2005, 43 percent reported that environ-
mental factors like excessive noise,
poor lighting, or inadequate ventila-
tion interfered with instruction. The
number was even higher when it came
to portable or temporary buildings and
classrooms. Building on these senti-
ments is a recent report by the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers, which
gave our Nation’s school facilities a
grade of “D.” Clearly, we have signifi-
cant work to do.

I have fought for many years to pro-
vide the Federal support needed to help
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improve our existing schools and build
new ones, so that our students have the
best environment possible to learn and
grow. For most students, their school
is the center of their lives. School is
where friendships are built, knowledge
is gained, and the foundation is laid for
them to excel in society.

The Rebuilding America’s Schools
Act would provide important addi-
tional Federal resources to build and
renovate schools through the qualified
zone academy bond program and the
Qualified School Construction Bond
Program. Since 1998, qualified zone
academy bonds have helped renovate
and repair schools in every State. In
2010-2011, school districts in 49 States
used $11 billion in qualified school con-
struction bond financing to build and
renovate 21st century schools in com-
munities across the country. The need
is great—the National Education Asso-
ciation estimates that our public
school systems need as much as $322
billion to bring our school facilities up
to modern standards. Our legislation
would make significant progress in
helping to finance these desperately
needed improvements.

In addition to helping make sure that
no child has to attend classes at a dete-
riorating school, this legislation will
help create good-paying construction
jobs and stimulate our local econo-
mies. In fact, our legislation is an im-
portant opportunity to make an invest-
ment in our schools, our students, our
teachers, and ultimately, our commu-
nities. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this legislation that in-
vests in the future success of our
youngest generations and our Nation.

——

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 237—ATU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

Mr. MENENDEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Foreign Relations; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration:

S. RES. 237

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under Rule XXV of such rules,
including holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of Rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized from October 1, 2013, through September
30, 2014 and October 1, 2014, through February
28, 2015, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or
agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period October 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2014, under this resolution shall



September 18, 2013

not exceed $6,599,622, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $150,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(i))),
and (2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
such committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))).

(b) For the period October 1, 2014, through
February 28, 2015, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,749,842, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$150,000 may be expended for the procure-
ment of the services of individual consult-
ants, or organizations thereof (as authorized
by section 202(i) of the Legislative Reorga-
nization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. T72a(i))), and (2)
not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 72a(j))).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2015.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from October, 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, and October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 238—AU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH,
EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PEN-
SIONS

Mr. HARKIN submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 238

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions is authorized from October 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2014, and October 1,
2014, through February 28, 2015, in its discre-
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tion (1) to make expenditures from the con-
tingent fund of the Senate, (2) to employ per-
sonnel, and (3) with the prior consent of the
Government department or agency con-
cerned and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, to use on a reimbursable or
non-reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period October 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2014, under this resolution shall
not exceed $8,663,935, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $75,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2014, through
February 28, 2015, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$3,609,973, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$75,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $25,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 4. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from October 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, and October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations’.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 239—AU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON IN-
DIAN AFFAIRS

Ms. CANTWELL submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Indian Affairs; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 239

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions imposed by section 105
of S. Res. 4, agreed to February 4, 1977 (95th
Congress), and in exercising the authority
conferred on it by that section, the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs is authorized from
October 1, 2013, through September 30, 2014,
and October 1, 2014, through February 28,
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2015, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the Government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable, or non-reimbursable, basis the
services of personnel of any such department
or agency.

SEC. 2(a). For the period October 1, 2013,
through September 30, 2014, expenses of the
committee under this resolution shall not
exceed $2,009,768.00, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $20,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $20,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2014, through
February 28, 2015, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$837,403.00, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$20,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $20,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 28, 2015.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the Chairwoman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from October 1, 2013, through
September 30, 2014, and October 1, 2014,
through February 28, 2015, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 240—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING

SEPTEMBER 15, 2013, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL HISPANIC-SERVING IN-
STITUTIONS WEEK”

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
REID, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BEGICH, Mr.
BENNET, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. COONS, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. MARKEY,

Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. UDALL of Colorado,
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