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Leach-Bliley Act to provide an excep-
tion to the annual written privacy no-
tice requirement.
S. 699
At the request of Mr. CHIESA, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
699, a bill to reallocate Federal judge-
ships for the courts of appeals, and for
other purposes.
S. 896
At the request of Mr. BEGICH, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 896, a bill to amend title IT of the
Social Security Act to repeal the Gov-
ernment pension offset and windfall
elimination provisions.
S. 936
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 936, a bill to increase over-
sight of small business assistance pro-
grams provided by the Small Business
Administration.
S. 1078
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1078, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Defense to provide certain
TRICARE beneficiaries with the oppor-
tunity to retain access to TRICARE
Prime.
S. 1210
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1210, a bill to allow a State to sub-
mit a declaration of intent to the Sec-
retary of Education to combine certain
funds to improve the academic achieve-
ment of students.
S. 1242
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1242, a bill to amend the
Fair Housing Act, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1302
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1302, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to provide for cooperative
and small employer charity pension
plans.
S. 1324
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1324, a bill to prohibit any regulations
promulgated pursuant to a presidential
memorandum relating to power sector
carbon pollution standards from taking
effect.
S. 1363
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1363, a bill to protect consumers by
prohibiting the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency
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from promulgating as final certain en-
ergy-related rules that are estimated
to cost more than $1,000,000, 000 and
will cause significant adverse effects to
the economy.
S. 1369
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. PORTMAN) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1369, a bill to provide addi-
tional flexibility to the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System
to establish capital standards that are
properly tailored to the unique charac-
teristics of the business of insurance,
and for other purposes.
S. 1481
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1431, a bill to
permanently extend the Internet Tax
Freedom Act.
S. 1452
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1452, a bill to enhance transparency for
certain surveillance programs author-
ized by the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act of 1978 and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1459
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Ms.
LANDRIEU) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1459, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit the transpor-
tation of horses in interstate transpor-
tation in a motor vehicle containing 2
or more levels stacked on top of one
another.
S. 1462
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1462, a bill to extend the positive
train control system implementation
deadline, and for other purposes.
S. 1490
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1490, a bill to delay the
application of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.
S. 1500
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1500, a bill to declare the November
5, 2009, attack at Fort Hood, Texas, a
terrorist attack, and to ensure that the
victims of the attack and their fami-
lies receive the same honors and bene-
fits as those Americans who have been
killed or wounded in a combat zone
overseas and their families.
AMENDMENT NO. 1908
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
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HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1908 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1392, a bill to promote en-
ergy savings in residential buildings
and industry, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 1916

At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 1916 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 1392, a bill to promote en-
ergy savings in residential buildings
and industry, and for other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH:

S. 1518. A bill improving outcomes for
youth at risk for sex trafficking, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Finance.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, there is
an epidemic of abuse that is taking
place in America today. Recent reports
estimate that hundreds of thousands of
children and youths are at risk of do-
mestic sex trafficking.

Individuals on the frontlines in the
fight against domestic sexual traf-
ficking of children report that in-
stances are on the rise. They tell us
former drug dealers have moved on to
sex trafficking. They also tell us tech-
nological advances have made this type
of trafficking easier as smart phones
and other devices provide distance and
increased levels of anonymity. Certain
Web sites that post classified ads solic-
iting sexual partners also help facili-
tate trafficking.

The risk of sex trafficking is com-
pounded every year for up to 30,000
young people who are ‘‘emancipated”
from foster care. Too many of these
emancipated youth turn 18, pack their
few belongings in a trash bag and are
driven to a homeless shelter, leaving
them vulnerable and exposed to traf-
fickers and other predators.

While in foster care, children and
youth are also at increased risk for
trafficking.

In July of this year, the FBI’s Inno-
cence Lost National Initiative, which
combats domestic sex trafficking of
minors, launched Operation Cross
Country, a 3-day effort. Operation
Cross Country recovered 105 children
and arrested 152 traffickers. The efforts
of the Innocence Lost National Initia-
tive and the results of Operation Cross
Country are laudable. However, they
also revealed a disturbing element of
our Nation’s child welfare and foster
care systems. According to some re-
ports, up to 60 percent of sexually ex-
ploited children are recruited out of
the child welfare and foster care pro-
grams. That is an unbelievable sta-
tistic, but it is apparently true. Be-
cause of the trauma and past abuse suf-
fered by children and youth in these
systems, they are particularly vulner-
able to traffickers.

FBI officials involved in Operation
Cross Country report:

Law enforcement refers to these young
children as ‘‘children with a void.”” Once the



September 18, 2013

pimp identifies that void and makes every
attempt to fill it, a dependency between the
child and the perpetrator develops.

Law enforcement officers also report:

The most vulnerable victims forced into
sex trafficking range in age from 13 to 16.
Most of the children come from either foster
care homes or are considered runaways.

In order to combat domestic sex traf-
ficking and improve outcomes for chil-
dren and youth in foster care, systemic
changes need to be made in the current
child welfare system.

Therefore, today I am introducing
the Improving Outcomes for Youth at
Risk for Sex Trafficking Act of 2013.
The short title of the bill is I O Youth.

We do owe these youth. These are our
country’s most damaged and most vul-
nerable children. Yet most kids who
age out of foster care face negative
outcomes such as homelessness, teen
pregnancy, drug addiction, and traf-
ficking. We ought to do better.

This legislation I am introducing
today addresses some of the widespread
conditions in the child welfare and fos-
ter care systems that make these chil-
dren and youth particularly vulnerable
to being sexually trafficked. I am sure
most Americans would be surprised to
learn that most child welfare agencies
will not serve trafficked children and
youth who are not in the custody of a
biological or foster family or living in
a group home.

Often these children, who are not le-
gally able to give consent for sex, are
arrested for prostitution and referred
to the juvenile justice system. In many
States, the courts and the juvenile jus-
tice system are ill-equipped to deal
with the trauma these children and
youth have endured.

My bill requires that States provide
services to youth who have been traf-
ficked or are at risk of being traf-
ficked. The bill also redirects resources
to improve the current court system to
better identify and address needs of
trafficked youth.

Many youth in foster care are rou-
tinely denied the opportunity to par-
ticipate in normal age-appropriate ac-
tivities and social events such as play-
ing sports, participating in afterschool
activities, and enjoying a social life
with friends. This lack of contact and
engagement in healthy and meaningful
activities deprives young people of im-
portant social connections. Preventing
youth from having normal experiences
impairs their healthy development and
contributes to isolation and loneliness,
which in turn makes them wvulnerable
to domestic sex trafficking, homeless-
ness, drug abuse, poor educational out-
comes, poverty, and, of course, other
negative outcomes.

My bill includes a number of provi-
sions to encourage, enhance, support
youth in foster care, facilitate their
participation in age-appropriate activi-
ties and social events. I hope these pro-
visions will promote healthy develop-
ment, increase meaningful opportuni-
ties to form meaningful connections,
reduce the risk of vulnerability to do-
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mestic sex trafficking, and other nega-
tive outcomes.

Another major risk factor for vulner-
ability to sex trafficking and other
negative outcomes for older youth in
care is a continued reliance on con-
gregate care facilities. These facilities
are routinely targeted by traffickers
and are often warehouses for youth
who are rarely, if ever, allowed to en-
gage in healthy age-appropriate activi-
ties and social events.

I understand that many of the chil-
dren and youth in foster care are deep-
ly traumatized and present with many
acute physical and mental conditions.
Some of these children and youth need
intensive treatment to help them man-
age or overcome these conditions. I am
pleased to report there are many good
providers who are doing this work who
support the legislation I am intro-
ducing today.

I O Youth refocuses Federal prior-
ities of connecting vulnerable youth
with caring, permanent families. For
those remaining in congregate care fa-
cilities, my legislation requires that
youth have improved access to normal,
age-appropriate activities.

Youth in foster care report that they
feel uninvolved, unaware, and discon-
nected to any planning around their
care or their future. They are not in-
formed of their rights while in foster
care. This can lead to a sense of dis-
enfranchisement and a lack of connec-
tion to siblings, relatives, or other car-
ing adults. In many cases, this lack of
connection contributes to the void so
often preyed upon by traffickers.

My bill requires that State child wel-
fare agencies provide ongoing family
finding for older youth in foster care. I
O Youth, this bill, also requires greater
participation of youth in planning for
their future and encourages States to
find individuals willing to be involved
on an ongoing basis with the youth in
foster care.

Individuals who work with victims of
domestic sex trafficking tell us the sin-
gle biggest challenge with access to
these victims is the lack of accessible
and affordable housing. For older
youth who have been emancipated from
foster care, not having a place to sleep
is often a reason why they enter into
the sex trade. In order to improve
housing options for these at-risk
youth, my bill redirects funds from the
social services block grant in order to
provide housing to trafficked and other
vulnerable youth.

We live in very contentious times.
There are fierce policy and partisan di-
vides on many political issues. Domes-
tic sex trafficking of children and
youth from foster care is not one of
those issues. If there is any issue under
the Sun that is without controversy, it
is this one.

Last June, the Senate Finance Com-
mittee heard from a courageous sur-
vivor of domestic sex trafficking. She
told us that she had been sold:

to several other pimps that had sex with
me and forced me to have sex with other
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men. My story is sad, but it’s common. And,
girls like me are all around, but people don’t
see them so they remain victims.

This young gentlelady went on to
change her life, hold a regular job, and
to testify against some of these so-
called pimps. What a courageous young
woman.

It is time for us to pay attention to
these girls and to all the children and
youth in the foster care system.

I expect my legislation to have
broad, bipartisan support in the Sen-
ate. I am pleased that a number of or-
ganizations already support the bill,
and I am particularly gratified that or-
ganizations that work directly with
young people have come out so strong-
ly in support of my legislation. I have
received letters from support for I O
Youth from FosterClub, Children’s
Home Society of America, the National
Network for Young People in Foster
Care, the National Center for Housing
and Child Welfare, Covenant House
International, Human Rights Project
for Girls, The Children’s Village, Na-
tional Children’s Alliance, and the
International Centre for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children. I am hopeful the Sen-
ate can come together to act quickly
on my legislation. We owe these youth
that much.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 1521. A bill to prohibit Federal
agencies from requiring seafood to be
certified as sustainable by a third
party nongovernmental organization
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise to discuss the Responsible Seafood
Certification and Labeling Act which I
am introducing today. This bill ad-
dresses an issue of great importance to
fishermen, seafood producers and
coastal communities in my state and
around the country—the issue of how
fisheries are managed sustainably.
Based on the most recent economic
data, the Alaska seafood industry sup-
ported more than 63,000 direct jobs and
contributed over $4.6 billion to the
state’s economy. Nationally, those
numbers go up to 165,800 total jobs and
an economic contribution of $15.7 bil-
lion.

The salmon fisheries are a major part
of my State’s seafood economy and
commercial fishermen around the
State harvested more than 265 million
salmon this season. With nearly 1 in 7
Alaskans employed in the commercial
seafood industry, and numbers like the
ones I just shared, you can understand
why I take seriously how the Federal
Government affects my State’s fisher-
men.

On June 5, the National Park Service
announced new guidelines to promote
healthy food options for conces-
sionaires at National Park Service fa-
cilities. These guidelines include the
following statement:

Where seafood options are offered, provide
only those that are ‘Best Choice’ or ‘Good
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Alternatives’ on the Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium Seafood Watch list, certified sustainable
by the Marine Stewardship Council, or iden-
tified by an equivalent program that has
been approved by the NPS.

Within the week, I was hearing from
constituents, and they were not happy.
Digging further into the origins led to
policies developed by the Department
of Health and Human Services and the
General Services Administration that
served as precursors to the NPS Guide-
lines, and an indication that this is a
broader problem within the Federal
Government.

How bad could this be? Why are these
guidelines a problem? Why I am so con-
cerned? Before delving into those ques-
tions, I want to acknowledge what
some of you may know: Alaska salmon
is a ‘Best Choice’ according to the
Monterey Bay Aquarium. You can
check your smart phone app. Problem
solved, no impediment to the Park
Service allowing its vendors to serve
Wild Alaska salmon to its visitors, or
any other Federal agency creating a
problem for wild Alaska seafood . . .
right? Wrong! It is a problem, a big
problem, and here is why.

I believe it is bad Federal policy to
allow third party certifiers, including
Non-Governmental Organizations,
NGOs, from the UK, to be the arbiters
of what seafood is allowed to be sold in
National Parks, or procured by Federal
agencies. Not too long ago, wild Alaska
salmon served as the flagship species
for—MSC. Now MSC is disparaging the
“‘sustainability’” of Alaska salmon.
These NGOs have political agendas,
lack transparency, and are soliciting
payment for their certification
schemes. These NGOs are meddling,
and their efforts to usurp Federal and
State management expertise is harm-
ing U.S. seafood interests. What start-
ed as voluntary efforts to differentiate
well-managed fisheries, to create mar-
ket value for seafood products, to re-
ward responsible fishermen and proc-
essors, has turned into an aggressive
scheme apparently intent on taking
over federal and state management re-
sponsibilities, intruding into the fabric
of fisheries management in my State
and around the country. The U.S. cur-
rently spends almost a billion tax dol-
lars each year to sustainably manage
American fisheries in compliance with
the Magnuson-Stevens Act. There is no
reason to let groups with no account-
ability interfere with this process.

On July 12 I sent a letter to HHS,
GSA, and the Park Service stating my
concerns, defending wild Alaska sea-
food, and requesting that all three
agency heads meet with me to discuss
how to change these guidelines. At an
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee oversight hearing on the Park
Service’s maintenance backlog, I ques-
tioned Director Jarvis on this issue.
When Director Jarvis responded that
he would make sure wild Alaska sea-
food would be included, I said that is
not good enough, this is a national
issue important to seafood interests
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around the country, and federal agency
regulations, policies and guidelines
need to be changed to eliminate the
references to third party certification
NGOs.

The bill I am introducing today will
prohibit any U.S. Federal agency from
requiring or endorsing the use of any
third party non-governmental organi-
zation’s label, criteria or other scheme
to certify fish or seafood as sustain-
able. This prohibition will apply to any
federal agency’s purchase of fish or sea-
food, the sale of fish or seafood by a
vendor or lessee on federal land or
property, and any reference to a sea-
food sustainability standard developed
by a third party non-governmental or-
ganization in any regulation, policy or
guideline.

This is the right Federal policy for
the Alaska seafood industry, and for
our Nation’s fishermen and coastal
communities that depend on healthy
and sustainable fisheries. It also is the
right policy to ensure that hard work-
ing fishermen and the coastal commu-
nities that depend on them are not dis-
advantaged by the agenda of several
misguided NGOs.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for him-
self, Mr. BROWN, Mr. HARKIN,
and Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota):

S. 1523. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code to make permanent
qualified school construction bonds and
qualified zone academy bonds, to treat
qualified zone academy bonds as speci-
fied tax credit bonds, and to modify the
private business contribution require-
ment for qualified zone academy bonds;
to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today I am proud to partner with Sen-
ator SHERROD BROWN to introduce the
Rebuilding America’s Schools Act.
This legislation would provide a per-
manent path forward so our Nation’s
students can learn in high-quality set-
tings. Investing in education is key to
the future success of our Nation, so we
have to make choices that support
teachers and strong -curricula, text-
books, and technology. We must also
invest in school facilities.

Studies show that the learning envi-
ronment affects students’ academic
achievement, as well as their behavior.
It also makes a difference in the effec-
tiveness of teachers. When the Depart-
ment of Education asked principals
about the caliber of their facilities in
2005, 43 percent reported that environ-
mental factors like excessive noise,
poor lighting, or inadequate ventila-
tion interfered with instruction. The
number was even higher when it came
to portable or temporary buildings and
classrooms. Building on these senti-
ments is a recent report by the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers, which
gave our Nation’s school facilities a
grade of “D.” Clearly, we have signifi-
cant work to do.

I have fought for many years to pro-
vide the Federal support needed to help
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improve our existing schools and build
new ones, so that our students have the
best environment possible to learn and
grow. For most students, their school
is the center of their lives. School is
where friendships are built, knowledge
is gained, and the foundation is laid for
them to excel in society.

The Rebuilding America’s Schools
Act would provide important addi-
tional Federal resources to build and
renovate schools through the qualified
zone academy bond program and the
Qualified School Construction Bond
Program. Since 1998, qualified zone
academy bonds have helped renovate
and repair schools in every State. In
2010-2011, school districts in 49 States
used $11 billion in qualified school con-
struction bond financing to build and
renovate 21st century schools in com-
munities across the country. The need
is great—the National Education Asso-
ciation estimates that our public
school systems need as much as $322
billion to bring our school facilities up
to modern standards. Our legislation
would make significant progress in
helping to finance these desperately
needed improvements.

In addition to helping make sure that
no child has to attend classes at a dete-
riorating school, this legislation will
help create good-paying construction
jobs and stimulate our local econo-
mies. In fact, our legislation is an im-
portant opportunity to make an invest-
ment in our schools, our students, our
teachers, and ultimately, our commu-
nities. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this legislation that in-
vests in the future success of our
youngest generations and our Nation.

——

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 237—ATU-
THORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

Mr. MENENDEZ submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Foreign Relations; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration:

S. RES. 237

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under Rule XXV of such rules,
including holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of Rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized from October 1, 2013, through September
30, 2014 and October 1, 2014, through February
28, 2015, in its discretion (1) to make expendi-
tures from the contingent fund of the Sen-
ate, (2) to employ personnel, and (3) with the
prior consent of the government department
or agency concerned and the Committee on
Rules and Administration, to use on a reim-
bursable or non-reimbursable basis the serv-
ices of personnel of any such department or
agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period October 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2014, under this resolution shall
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