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is tired of seeing coal mining jobs dis-
appear from Pineville, from his native 
Bell County, and from the region. I 
agree with him, 100 percent. 

From Jimmy’s first appearance on 
‘‘America’s Got Talent’’ earlier this 
summer, he became a phenomenon. 
People could identify with the words he 
sang, and they could identify with his 
courteous disposition and steadfast 
character as the trademarks of the peo-
ple of southeastern Kentucky. Fans 
across the country have happily sup-
ported, voted for, and sung along with 
Jimmy Rose. 

I commend Jimmy Rose for putting a 
face on a problem that is all too often 
overlooked by some in Washington— 
the plight of the coal miner and the 
many hard-working Kentuckians whose 
jobs are related to the coal industry. In 
these difficult economic times, we 
should be doing everything we can to 
protect these jobs and protect a way of 
life for thousands of families. 

I think Jimmy’s message is an im-
portant one. And I want to congratu-
late Jimmy Rose for all his success to 
date. I am certain that we will be hear-
ing much more from him in the years 
to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REAR ADMIRAL 
MARK D. GUADAGNINI 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I 
honor a superb leader, aviator, and 
American. After more than 33 years of 
service to a grateful nation, RADM 
Mark D. Guadagnini is retiring from 
the United States Navy and his posi-
tion as the Director of U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command’s Maritime Head-
quarters. On this occasion, I believe it 
is fitting to recognize Rear Admiral 
Guadagnini’s years of distinguished 
service and dedication to fostering the 
relationship between the military and 
this Chamber. 

Rear Admiral Guadagnini is a 1980 
distinguished graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy. Over the course of his 
career, he participated in six combat 
Operations, including Desert Storm, 
Provide Comfort, Deliberate Force, 
Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom, 
and Iraqi Freedom, accumulating al-
most 5000 hours of flight time and ac-
complishing nearly 100 combat mis-
sions. He has led at the highest levels 
of operational aviation command at 
Strike Fighter Attack Squadron 15, 
Carrier Air Wing 17, and Carrier Strike 
Group NINE. 

In addition to his impressive accom-
plishments at sea, he was also one of 
our most well-rounded officers, serving 
as a test pilot, flag aide, fleet staff offi-
cer, manpower distribution officer, a 
Capitol Hill liaison, and, not coinciden-
tally, as one of my first and best legis-
lative fellows 20 years ago. While in the 
flag ranks, Rear Admiral Guadagnini 
leveraged his expertise serving as the 
chief of Naval Air Training; head of 
Human Resouces for the Naval Avia-
tion Enterprise; Deputy Commander 
for Fleet Management at U.S. Fleet 

Forces Command, and lastly, as the di-
rector of Maritime Headquarters at 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command. 

I could not be prouder of the accom-
plishments that ‘‘Guad’’ has earned 
while wearing the uniform of the 
world’s greatest fighting force. His im-
pact, particularly in the aviation com-
munity, will continue well into the fu-
ture and our navy and nation will feel 
his absence. I wish him and his whole 
family ‘‘fair winds and following seas.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. MILTON RUSH 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today 
I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the distinguished teacher and 
agricultural scientist, Dr. Milton C. 
Rush. Dr. Rush devoted his career to 
his students, his research, and his tire-
less efforts to protect and enhance one 
of our most important sources of nutri-
tion. 

Dr. Rush began his career in rice 
pathologies in 1970 as a professor at 
Louisiana State University after re-
ceiving a doctor of philosophy degree 
in plant pathology from North Carolina 
State University. For the next 40 years 
at Louisiana State University, Dr. 
Rush has provided the agricultural 
community with invaluable research 
on rice pathology that has greatly ben-
efited farmers throughout the State of 
Louisiana and the Nation. Under his 
leadership, the LSU rice program expe-
rienced its greatest years of agricul-
tural research expansion and develop-
ment. Through his years of service as 
an educator and pathologist, Dr. Rush 
created enduring changes in a wide 
breadth of research and direction to 
impact and improve the lives of count-
less students, rice growers and con-
sumers within and throughout his com-
munity. 

Perhaps Dr. Rush’s greatest accom-
plishment came in his development of 
a new rice variety, which he named 
after his beloved wife, Blanca Isabel. 
This new high-yielding, early harvest, 
long-grain rice variety was the cul-
mination of decades of research focus-
ing on the epidemiology and control of 
rice diseases, rice tissue trans-
formation, and the breeding of disease- 
resistant rice strains. This new purple 
rice is bred in Louisiana and contains 
anti-inflammatory and anti-oxidant 
properties. His outstanding develop-
ment of a more healthful and nutri-
tious variety of rice will continue to 
provide unparalleled benefits to the 
citizens and communities of Louisiana 
and the Nation, delivering an improved 
alternative for generations to come. 

Dr. Rush has been honored frequently 
during his distinguished career. Among 
these honors are the Florence Avalon 
Daggett Professorship in Rice Pathol-
ogy, the LSU AgCenter’s Distinguished 
Service Award, the Sedberry Award for 
outstanding graduate professorship, 
memberships to the American 
Phytopathological Society, the Rice 
Technical Working Group, the 
Germplasm Advisory Committee, and 

two terms as president of the Lou-
isiana Plant Protection Association 
Constitution Committee. Dr. Rush’s 
career leaves a legacy of accomplish-
ment and dedication to his family and 
all those who are a part of the agricul-
tural communities that his tireless 
work impacted. 

Dr. Rush has been and continues to 
be an inspiration to all those who have 
benefited from his decades of service to 
the field of rice pathology. It is with 
my heartfelt and greatest sincerity 
that I ask my colleagues to join me 
along with Dr. Rush’s family in recog-
nizing the life and many accomplish-
ments of this incredible mentor, pro-
fessor, and agricultural scientist, as 
well as his lasting impact throughout 
the Nation. 

f 

AIR FORCE 66TH BIRTHDAY 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today— 

September 18—marks the Air Force’s 
66th birthday. For 66 years, our Nation 
has entrusted the Air Force with pre-
serving peace and freedom, and defend-
ing our democracy. Since its begin-
nings on July 26, 1947, when President 
Harry Truman signed the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 on board the presi-
dential aircraft, the Sacred Cow, and 
set the creation of the United States 
Air Force in motion, to its instru-
mental role in the wars of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, the Air Force has always 
served America admirably and I have 
every confidence that it will continue 
in this proud tradition. 

The Air Force tracks its origins back 
to 1907, when the Wright Brothers con-
ducted the world’s first airplane flight 
over the sands of Kitty Hawk, NC. Just 
like the Wright Brothers whose innova-
tion spurred aviation, the vast success 
and numerous achievements of the Air 
Force would not be possible without 
the talented Airmen who fuel innova-
tion today, enabling the Air Force to 
fly faster, further, and utilize tech-
nology that the Wright Brothers could 
not have imagined over 100 year ago. 

Today, the United States Air Force is 
the largest, most capable, and most 
technologically advanced air force in 
the world, with about 5,300 manned air-
craft in service, 246 Unmanned Combat 
Air Vehicles, and 450 intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. The Air Force prides 
itself on five core missions; Air and 
Space Superiority; Intelligence, Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance; Rapid 
Global Mobility; Global Strike; and 
Command and Control. The Air Force’s 
commitment to core missions illus-
trates its vast capability and has re-
mained steadfast since the Air Force’s 
establishment as a separate service 66 
years ago. Our amazing Airmen today 
are constantly adapting and improving 
to meet the challenges of a fast-paced 
security environment and an ever- 
evolving battlespace across the globe. 

The United States Air Force is, and 
will continue to be, the United States’ 
key asymmetric advantage across the 
spectrum of conflict. Whether respond-
ing to a national security threat, a 
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natural disaster, or crisis engagements, 
the Air Force provides Global Vigi-
lance, Global Reach and Global Power 
to ensure that the U.S. is capable of re-
sponding to events around the world. 
Without the Air Force’s supremacy in 
air, space and cyberspace, the U.S. 
would not be able to move troops and 
equipment to war zones, send relief to 
countries devastated by natural disas-
ters, provide air support to troops on 
the ground, or gather crucial intel-
ligence through electronic warfare and 
stealth technology. 

But let us not forget the true power 
behind the Air Force is its Airmen. The 
Air Force comprises over 330,000 per-
sonnel on active duty, 185,000 civilian 
personnel, and 180,000 in the Air Na-
tional Guard and Air Force Reserves. 
These flexible, adaptable, and innova-
tive Airmen employ unmatched air, 
space, and cyberspace capabilities. Our 
Airmen today are driven by the ideals 
of the Warrior Ethos and commit 
themselves to succeed in any mission 
our Nation asks of them. Our Airmen 
believe that our Constitution and the 
freedom it guarantees are worth fight-
ing for. They sacrifice their personal 
comfort and safety to answer a higher 
calling: service in the cause of freedom, 
both here at home and abroad. I am 
awed by our servicemen and women’s 
ability to adapt and succeed in a total 
force mission that at various stages 
has called upon them to be scholars, 
teachers, policemen, farmers, bankers, 
engineers, social workers, and, of 
course, warriors—often all at the same 
time. 

Above all, I am perpetually thankful 
for their willingness to serve, and I 
have the greatest faith in their ability 
to face the difficult and dangerous mis-
sions that lie ahead. These patriots 
have always been the strength of our 
Nation. The unwavering dedication to 
duty, to our country, and to all Ameri-
cans is embodied in the Air Force vi-
sion, ‘‘The World’s Greatest Air 
Force—Powered by Airmen, fueled by 
innovation.’’ For 66 years, our Air 
Force has been on a mission to protect 
the skies so that our society may be 
free. Let us remember our Air Force 
Airmen for this achievement today, 
and wish them a happy 66th birthday. 

f 

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE 
MONTH 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, September 15 through Octo-
ber 15 is National Hispanic Heritage 
Month. This is a time to remember and 
to celebrate the integral role of His-
panic Americans in the economy, cul-
ture and identity of our Nation. 

In New Mexico, we enjoy a rich His-
panic heritage that goes back over 400 
years. Santa Fe, the oldest capital city 
in the United States, was founded a 
decade before the Pilgrims arrived at 
Plymouth Rock. New Mexico has the 
highest percentage of Hispanics of any 
State. From the Spanish colonists to 
immigrants from Latin America, the 

Hispanic community has informed our 
history, our art, and our sense of who 
we are as a people. 

New Mexico is blessed with a blend of 
cultures and backgrounds like nowhere 
else. Our State is called the ‘‘Land of 
Enchantment,’’ not just for the beauty 
of our landscapes but also for the vi-
brant diversity of our culture. 

The annual Spanish Market in Santa 
Fe is the largest exhibition of tradi-
tional Spanish Colonial and Hispanic 
art in the United States. 

New Mexico is home to the National 
Hispanic Cultural Center, which is the 
fastest growing cultural institution in 
our State. The center, located in Albu-
querque, is a guardian of Hispanic arts, 
culture and humanities, reaching peo-
ple throughout the world. 

Like America as a whole, the His-
panic community is itself diverse, rep-
resenting a rich mosaic of nationalities 
and backgrounds. Its values of family, 
faith and hard work are the values that 
unite all of us as Americans and New 
Mexicans, and make us both more com-
passionate and stronger. Indeed, the 
story of Hispanics is a vital part of the 
American narrative—of overcoming 
hardship, of sacrifice, persevering, and 
helping one another. 

During times of war and peace, at 
home and abroad, the Hispanic commu-
nity has been a rich part of the fabric 
of the American story. From the time 
of the Revolutionary War, Hispanics 
have fought and died for our freedoms. 
Forty-one have received the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor, the highest 
military honor our Nation can bestow. 
Hispanics continue to contribute in 
communities throughout the Nation— 
in business, in education and the arts, 
and at every level of government serv-
ice. Their talents and sacrifices are in-
tegral to our past, and crucial to our 
future. 

The late Dennis Chavez from New 
Mexico was the first American-born 
Hispanic to be elected to the Senate. 
He was a trailblazer for the people of 
New Mexico and for the Hispanic com-
munity. I am honored to follow in his 
footsteps and to represent such a di-
verse State. 

This month, as we celebrate the his-
toric achievements and contributions 
of Hispanic Americans, we should also 
remember the challenges we face and 
dedicate ourselves to meeting those 
challenges. With comprehensive immi-
gration reform, and working together 
for vital education, health care, and 
economic development initiatives, let 
us commit ourselves to ensure that 
Hispanic families in New Mexico and 
across the Nation have an equal oppor-
tunity to achieve the American dream. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING DR. PAUL EMERY 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize and honor the late 
Dr. Paul E. Emery’s extensive service 

and commitment to the psychiatric 
community and the people of New 
Hampshire. 

At an early age, Paul knew he want-
ed to become a psychiatrist. His calling 
was to help people overcome their chal-
lenges, and he did so with great com-
passion. He was a highly skilled and 
dedicated doctor who was loved by 
many. 

He trained at Syracuse Psychopathic 
Hospital, Western New England Psy-
choanalytic Institute, and Yale Univer-
sity. He was also an NIMH fellow at 
Austin Riggs Center in Stockbridge, 
MA. His training was interrupted by 
the Korean war, during which he was 
promoted to captain and served as the 
division psychiatrist and chief of the 
Mental Hygiene Clinic in the U.S. 
Army. He received several commenda-
tions for his outstanding service. 

He started his private practice of 
psychiatry in Concord, NH, and prac-
ticed for more than 23 years. During 
this time, he was a consultant for Con-
cord Hospital, St. Paul’s School, and 
the Division of Public Health Program 
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. He was 
also the medical director for the Fo-
rensic Unit of the New Hampshire 
State Hospital. He later became the 
first medical director and then execu-
tive director for the VA’s First Center 
on Stress Recovery in Brecksville, OH. 
Subsequently, Dr. Emery became chief 
of psychiatry at the Manchester 
VAMC. After his retirement from the 
VAMC, he became staff psychiatrist at 
Manchester Counseling Services and 
Elliot Hospital. In addition, he served 
on the New Hampshire Parole Board. 

Dr. Emery had an academic/faculty 
appointment at Dartmouth Medical 
School from the 1960s until he retired 
in 2005. He published about 30 scientific 
articles and chapters dealing primarily 
with post-traumatic stress disorder. 

He founded the N.H. Psychiatric So-
ciety in 1972 and held various chair-
manships and offices in that organiza-
tion, including serving as its president 
during the 1980s and as chairman of the 
ethics committee during the 1990s. He 
was also active in the N.H. Medical So-
ciety and was its vice president during 
the mid-1970s. 

Dr. Emery touched so many lives, 
and I join with citizens across New 
Hampshire in honoring the many con-
tributions he made to our State and 
the psychiatric community.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 
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